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Isolationistic Middle West Scores 
Anti-Nazi Pictures as Propaganda 
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Mutual Opens Talks With ASCAP: 
Radio-Music Peace by April Seen 


JAGK BENNY'S 
LEASE ON 7 PM, 








TO COMIC 


Detroit, March 11. 

Here in the midwest where isola- 
tionist sentiment is strong, there 
have been recurrent flare-ups of 
propaganda charges against Holly- 
wood. Patronage has been markedly 
off at pictures with war background 
and exhibitors have started ducking 
inking them in. 

Plenty of letters are making their 
way into the newspapers throughout 





this section with the fans coming | 


| 


BING’S 448,700 


out in their indictment of pictures. 
Typical of type of letter hitting 
print here is: 

‘Farmer stated that if there is any 
British propaganda in the United 
States it is not apparent to him. If 
he would attend the movies he would 
see some first hand British propa- 
ganda. I do not refer to the news- 
reels showing England bombed but 
actual motion pictures produced in 
Hollywood for ‘our entertainment,’ 
‘such as ‘Four Sons,’ ‘The Man I 
Married,’ ‘The Mortal Storm,’ ‘Es- 
cape,’ ‘Arise My Love’—to name but 
a few. . Germany has used her 
movie industry for the purpose of 
teaching her citizens to hate the 
world. Are we to follow suit?’ 


Fla. ‘Hurricane’ Warning 
To Zanuck’s ‘Miami’ Pic; - 
Or Is It Another Stunt? 


Hollywood, March 11. 
| Darryl Zanuck’s forthcoming pic- 
| ture, ‘Miami,’ has touched off the 








traditional 
once more. Now the 
Chamber of Commerce is beefing at 
the idea of shooting a film at the 
Florida resort. 

In a letter to Zanuck, John Kings- 
ley, the C. of C. prez, writes, ‘You 
, are virtually being victimized by 
(Continued on page 52) 


ANOTHER SNODGRASS 


Gilbert Murray Became a Personage 
While in Stir 
Detroit, March 11. 

Similar to the crse of Harry Snod- 
glass some years back who attracted 
attention in prison as a musician, 
Gilbert Murray has just come out of 
the Jackson, Mich., pen. 

Sent up for a long term stretch— 
7% to 15 years—for robbery, Murray 
discovered himself as a composer be- 
hind the grey walls. From monkey- 
ing around with a piano he turned 
to writing songs, composing 85, -nost 
of them during his later months and 
selling close to a dozen. Possibilities 
in him, his seriousness about a song- 
writer’s career as well as the job 
offers made were instrumental in 
whitling down his term. 








One of the first offers he took on | 


his recent release was for an appear- 


ince on the ‘We the People’ pro- 
| 


.ram. 





? 
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Glorifying Hostesses 





Army hostesses, a new angle of 
national defense which intrigued the 
newspapers, may find themselves 
film subjects. 

Jules Levey’s Mayfair Productions, 





| which releases through Universal, 
| and U itself have both taken steps to 
establish their rights to the idea. 





PLATTERS IN 
| MONTH 





California-Florida feud | 
Hoily wood | 


Crosby recordings, a new high for 
all time, not only for Crosby but any 
disk artist. While figures for Febru- 
ary are not available as yet, the same 
total or more seems likely, which 
can give the singer a sale of 5,000,000 
records for the year as against a 
3,900,000 sales last year, which at 
that time established an all-time 
high. 

Crosby’s sales have been mounting 
| (Continued on page 22) 
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SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
London, March 11. 
A new Ealing Studios propaganda 
short deals with Mussolini. 
It’s called ‘Top Wop.’ 


During the month of January, | 
Decca sold 448,700 copies of Bing | 


General Foods to Relinquish 
| Prime Time on Sunday 
After One More Year of 
Comedian Under Jell-o 
Banner — Unique Gesture 
to Performer 


WHEELOCK’S DRIVE 








Unprecedented concessions have 
been granted to an actor at the peak 
|of his popularity to prevent his go- 
ling to another advertiser or to an- 
other network. The actor is Jack 
Benny and, under the terms of his 
renewal with General Foods 
(Jell-o), he captures the privilege 





next October. 
certain layoff privileges to counter 


(Continued on page 55) 
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Bob Burns Taken In 
By AFM But Bazooka 


Belongs to Piumbers 


| 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Softly through the Ozark night 
| floats the voice of the bazooka, waft- 
l ed by the favorite son of Arkansas, 
| Bod Burns. In Hollywood it sounds 
| like an overheated steampipe, ac- 
|cording to Local 47, American Fed- 
(Continued on page 54) 





At Least 2 Film Stars Per Studio 


To So. America on Goodwill Trek 


| At least two stars from each major 
| company will go to South America 
this year, Rockefeller Committee on 
|Inter-American Relations has been 
'informed. While J. H. (Jock) 
Whitney, chairman of the commit- 
| tee’s film division, was figuring that 
his outfit would at least have to put 
up coin for transportation, interest 


of the studios in the South American | 


situation has so snowballed that 
studios have not only shown them- 
selves anxious to send their people, 
but will pay the freight as well. 


Although each company will be! 


acting on its own in sending its stars 
equator-ward, Whitney’s organiza- 


tion will act as a clearing house on 
| detail to prevent all the players 
landing in the same spot at the same 
time. For this purpose Whitney 

heading from New York 


i (Continued on pa 


; 
to the Coast 





SCREEN ACTORS WILL 
HONOR MAUDE ADAMS 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Maude Adams will be given a 
scroll by the Screen Actors Guild in 
| recognition of her outstanding serv- 
ice to drama and education. At 
‘Gambol of Stars’ sh dig March 17 
| in the Cocoanut Grove, she'll receive 
the SAG kudos from Edward Arnold 
after being escorted to speakers’ 
table by guard of honor comprising 
actors who appeared on stage with 
her. 
| Miss Adams is now instructor of 
dramatic arts at Stephens College at 
Columbia, Mo. She is here touring 
through studios for 


first-hand glimpse of picture ma 





her stude 


of taking his choice Sunday night | 
7-7:30 p.m. time with him to his| 
next unselected sponsor a year from 


At the same time Benny is given | 


War Note 


Albany, March 11. 
Defense Blackout & Camouflage 








Co., Inc., has been chartered to con- | 


duct a business in blackout and 


| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| camouflage materials of all kinds, in | 


|New York. 


An air shelter company was re- 


|cently chartered, too. 





WASH. THE NO. 


BOOM TOWN 
OF AMERICA 


Washington, March 11. 

V’/ashington is the No. 1 boom town 

Arnerica, and it’s a ball of fire 
Pi sky high and going higher al- 
most daily. All hotels are over- 
crowded and the same goes fo! 
|apartment houses. Places to sleep 
are at a premium and thousand 
pouring in daily find it difficult to 
get located at anything that sound 
reasonable. They come from all 
walks of life and from all over the 
world. 

It is estimated that there is a daily 
turnover of 500 to 600 men and 
women coming in here looking for 
Government jobs which are scarce! 
than oil wells in Florida. The vari 
ous Governmental bureaus are being 

(Continued on page 52) 


NOTES TO ROMANCE 


Bank of America’s Suit an Echo of 

Valentino-Negri Idyll 
RN 

Los Angeles March 1] 

Rudolph Valentino’s romance 
ola Negri was recalled in a $13,042 
suit filed by the Bank of America 
against Rudolph’s brother, Alberto 
| Valentino, now a studio employe. 
|The action involves a note for $6,- 
800, signed by Miss Negri and the 
late film star in 1929, on which only 
$581.74 has been paid off. 


The bank obtained a judgment of 


| $9,660 in 1936 and is renewing its 
| claim at the end of five years, with 
7% interest. Unable to serve papers 


on the actress, who is said to be in ' 


Switzerland, the bank seeks to hold 
Valentino responsible for the entire 
amount, 


Washington, March Il. 
Office of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters has _ re- 
ceived a letter from the Mutual 

Network informing the former 

that it is mot to de any talking 

to ASCAP in Mutual’s behalf. 

This makes the first rift in the 

solid front that radio has main- 

tained for the past six months 
toward ASCAP. 
It is reported here that Mutual 

is slated to call a meeting soon 

of its stockholders to consider 

the terms of a contract with 

ASCAP, Also that Mutual has 

been influenced in ite decision 

to break away from this united 
front by the fear that further 
alliance with the other networks 
on the ASCAP music, now that 

ASCAP has been declared to be 

within the law, might tend to im- 

peril Mutual’s position in the 

monopoly investigation by the 

Federal Communications Com- 

mission, 

Judging from the flow of oral and 
written communication unloosened 
during the past week, there is a 
good chance of the broadcasting in- 
dustry and ASCAP arriving at a 
peaceful settlement by the end of 

(Continued on page 40) 


March of Time’s 2d 
Feature, ‘RAF’; Not 
Affiliated With Play 


March of Time, with the experi- 
ence of one feature film behind it, 


proceeding extra cautiously on No. 
ew one will be called ‘RAF.’ 
Ramparts We Watch,’ Time’s -.rst 
ength film, has been re-edited 
he English market and is about 

to premiere in London 


Play called ‘RAF 
pared for Broadway 
Gilbert Miller. There's no connection 
yetween this and M. O. T.’s film. 


being pre- 
opening by 


Boogie Woogie Camps 
In Carnegie April 23 


What's touted as the first Carnegie 
Hall, New York, concert given by 
nite club entertainers will be put on 
April 23 by the casts of the Uptown 
and Downtown Cafe Society shows. 

Concert will be a charitable affair, 
proceeds to the Medical Fund of 
N. Y. local 302 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, 





——— 
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Earl Carroll Vanities 


STARRING 


Bert Wheeler with Hank Lada 





3 The Unit of Perfection ' Detroit Now — Cleveland Next 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


Ginger Rogers’ Oscar Job 
Excerpted for Lux Show 


Hollyweod, March 11. 








(Week ending March 8, 1941) Ginger Rogers’ Academy-winning 
performance in ‘Kitty Foyle’ will be 
Ai 4 | re-enacted on Lux May 5. 
eB ES, ceckas iveceksansee cot Seenbbensedaeens BMI Other bookings are John Garfield 
You Eo ec SON A IR A pI PE CRENIG E BMI 'and Maureen O'Sullivan, March 24, 
High MMM i os! oi ee oe ed BMI 'in ‘Dust Be My Destiny,’ and Carole 
There'll Me Game Chammes Muce. ...cccccscceccvcdoessccees Marks | Lombard teamed with Robert Mont- 
It All Comes Back to Me Now. ....ccccorsesvecsecveceseces BMI gomery in ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
ES TEE aro Oe ely eee Pree rarer re oe a rat Southern April 7. 
Ce. Oe er rrr rr Tr rrr re rere Mills Lis (oa enema 
Tonight (Perfidia) .......... eign eee aE eee Rees ace eee .Southern 
ee OE DN. 6 os ons inn ddcssdsesiiess cteeebtons te 00eus Berlin ‘Double Talk Joins 
DMBDOIR 2... cece rcccccccvesccccccceccesccccsceoveescsccces as 
ee as 5s Kine Coy snd Os Sew ROR ECR SORT WU erlin A ° Be T b 
Mumber 10 Lullabye LANG... .. 6. csecescccevovccesesevcces — rts; rgen a Ss ; 
OE rn ere r se ere ere re eee eT BM ‘ ° Diff ° 
ected Heene....:+005, co | It ‘Voice Diffusion 
Yes My Darling Daughte CCT CT Te eee Feist — 
=a - | Hollywood, March 11. 
° 9 bd | Between the lower-case _ trick 
Des ite ar ell S ali um a asino |known as ventriloquism and the 
| upper-case Art known as ‘voice dif- 
|fusion’ there is a difference of ap- 


Flops, Miami Really Had OK Season 





By LESLIE HARRIS 
Miami, March 11. 
Shuttering of Ben Marden’s new 
$200,600 Colonial Inn, at Hallendale 
near here, on Saturday (8), and the 
folding of Tom Cassara’s Rhumba 
Casino, do not appear to have 


| 
| 
| 


greatly affected other operators in | 


the Greater Miami area. 

Although the Rhumba Cas ino 
housed Alex Botkin’s ace combo, and 
featured any number of name enter- 
tainers during its two months stand, 


it was in the red from the start. | 


Cuban cabana is a paradox. Last 
season it was the hot spot of the 
beach. This year it missed fire with 
the mob completely. Room's policy 
is probably as much to blame as any- 
thing. It was ballyhooed as a late 
spot, and this time out the joints 
catering to the dinner trade have 
been getting the play. 
the fact that the room was badly il- 
luminated—you practically had to 
grope your way to a table-~and you 
have some of the answers to its early 
folding. 

If Ben Marden had picked any 
year but this to open his Colonial 

(Continued on page 55) 


UNCLE SAM DEFERS 
TO $750,000 BUDGET 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Garson Kanin has been given de- 
ferment by the Beverly Hills draft 
board until June 1. RKO director 
was to have reported yesterday 
(Monday), but the board took into 
consideration the fact that he is 
director of the picture ‘Tom, Dick 
and Harry,’ which-carries an invest- 
ment of $750,000 and employs 200 
people. 

Postponement is to enable him to 
complete the production. 








‘Ukelele Ike’ Blwarks 
Bankrupt; Owes $25,859 


Hollywood, March 11. 





Cliff ‘Ukelele Ike’ Edwards has pe- | 


titioned for bankruptcy here, listing 
liabilities totaling $25,859. 

Only assets he lists are wearing 
apparel, personal gimmicks and two 
ukes. 


je ? 

Tinney’s Estate $650 

Philadelphia, March 11. 
Frank Tinney, noted blackface 
comic of the ’20’s who died last No- 
vember in Veterans Hospital, North- 
port, L. I, left an estate of only 
$650. A petition to probate Tinney’s 
estate was filed last week in Oakland, 
Calif., by a son, Frank, Jr., of Pied- 
mont, Calif., listed as the only heir. 
Tinney retired from the stage in 
1927 because of ill health after a 
meteoric career which brought him 
to the $4,000-a-week class. He lived 


here in South Philly almost in ob- 
scurity following his retirement. 


Stewart Makes Weight 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Deferred when his draft number | 
came up because he couldn't make 
the army weight, James Stewart, | 
Academy winner, hopped on 





| 


Add to that | 


|at Stanley; Reed Kennedy, Westing- 


Rosey Rowswell, m.c. 


the tract to Fritz Lang, who had directed 
scales last weekend and convinced | two pictures on the Westwood lot on 
the board that the heft he put ona freelance basis. 


proximately $3,500 a week. At that 

price, even an acrobat is an artist. 
Show business, once a stepchild, is 

uplifting higher education to greater 





| heights, and high among the uplift- | 





: ? ers is Prof. Edgar Bergen, Voice 
Can This Be Cal. ? Diffusionist. His educational tour | 
opens today (Tues.) at Claremont, | 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Lightning, usually a stranger master’s feet (not 
in southern California, smacked | which are reserved 
a windmill on Republic’s back | and Snerd) to learn the mysteries of 

lot, knocked out a transformer, | tonsilar phenagling. 

gummed up a flock of electric | Unlike the ventriloquist of the 
heaters and cost $2,000 in physi- | yaude stages and the dime musees, 
cal damage, in addition to de- | Prof. 
laying four pictures two hours. | gree. 


Willie Howard 
Wins $6,000 On 


Air Cancellation 


on his’ knees, 


He earned it at Northwestern 








cessary to drive between the moan- 
ing waves of Lake Michigan on the 
right and the groaning ghosts of the 
cemetery on the left. During these 
trips, young Edgar kept up his cour- 
age by talking to himself, far down 
in his epiglottis. 

Prof. Bergen’s next stop is in San 
Diego Friday, spreading educational 
double-talk at a salary 
/make a college president speechless. 


Willie Howard last week won his A C 8 S OCG 
full claim of $6,000 in arbitration R H ELWYN l 
proceedings against the Kated Corp., | 
production firm for the Kate Smith | 
program. Award was made by the | 
|American Arbitration Assn. on a 
claim brought by the American Fed- 





Hollywood, March 11. 


eration of Radio Artists in How-| _Atch Selwyn filed a $100,000 | 
ard’s behalf. Henry Jaffe, AFRA at- damage suit against Electric Rail- 
torney, argued the case for the co- Ways as result of a crash between 
mec an. his auto and a street car which he 

Dispute involved a contract in | declared will incapacitate him for 


some time. 

Complaint described Selwyn as 
‘one of the foremost stage producers 
of America and Europe and he or- 
dinarily earned $2,000 weekly.’ 


which Howard had to make 13 ap- 
pearances on the Kate Smith series. 
He was cancelled after five dates, 
and claimed breach of contract. In 
opposing the claim, Ted Collins, Miss 


Smith’s manager and m.c. of the pro- Selywn is confined at his home 
gram, argued that the contract had With his leg .n a cast, also recover- 
also called for Howard’s services as ing from pneumonia which resulted 
a writer. There was also a question from the accident. Car which he 
of whether the comedian had re- WS Operating was struck by a tram 
‘eived sufficient notice to obtain a in Los Angeles, Feb, 3. 


new script when his regular material 
burlesquing a French accent, was 
cancelled because of political sensi- 
tivity. 
Howard is 
‘Crazy With 
Street, N. Y. 


Talluiah, Hubby Parted 
By ‘Ote Debbil’ Career 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 11. 
Tallulah Bankhead, currently tour- 
ing Carolinas in 
announced at Winston-Salem, N. C. 


currently 
the Heat,’ 


starred in 


at the 44th 
Gracie Fields’ $8,000 
In Pitt at $1-2-3 Seale 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 


an ant . _ wey . 

Gracie Fields packed 4,000-seat rig Neg anodiaenatlg | 
Syria Mosque to the doors last ead ak lasses: suite 7 staan | 
Thursday night (6) in British Relief Wank. cence hcg 31. 1937 
show, turning in around $8,000 to in ‘A ian ~~ inne ‘h cot ’ ae: 
fund. Ticket proceeds were net, all | Marriacse wac fir : ion oth, i asad 
expenses having been underwritten A sieames pat mane the Liles, on that | 
by several members of the commit- ‘ole debbil . onenee which through 
tee. Seats were $1, $2 and $3 and force of circumstances has separated 
there were at least 250 standees. us for the better part of aan aan. 

Talent also included James Melton, | riage 
who was able to come on from a 7 - 
concert in Youngstown, O., when 


May Beegle, local concert impresario, | 
waived a clause in her ‘contract with | 
Melton which forbade him from 
making any appearance within a 
100-mile radius of Pittsburgh prior 
to his concert with Bida Sayou in 
Beegle series next month. Others. 
were Pittsburgh Symphony Orches- 
tra under Fritz Reiner; Senor 
Wences, from ‘Folies Bergere’ show 


LORETTA YOUNG EAST 


York, will remain east 
weeks, visiting with her husband, 
Tom Lewis, Young & Rubicam radio 
exec, and her adopted daughter. 

Next assignment is ‘Tonight Be- 
longs to Us’ for Columbia. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


Russell Birdwell. 
Mort Blumenstock. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Jean Gabin. 
|; Byron Gay. 
David Hempstead. 
Chico Marx. 
Harpo Marx. 
S. Barrett McCormick. 


house Kilty Band, Welsh Chorus and 





20th Anchors Lang 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Twentieth-Fox handed a term con- 


His third film, 


should qualify him for a _ year’s | ‘Man Hunt,’ currently in preparation, Hal Roach. 
training. is the first under the new agreement. Harry Ruskin. 
He'll be called some time next Other two were ‘The Return of Jack L, Warner. 
month, | Frank James’ and ‘Western Union.’ ck Whitney. 
ee ae aes ya Beka 


Cal., where neophytes will sit at the | 


for McCarthy 


Bergen has an academic de- | 


| University in Evanston, ll]. To arrive | 
in Evanston from Chicago, it is ne- 


that would | 


SUIT VS. TROLLEY C0.. 


‘The Little Foxe . | 


“+s | water polo. 
a ‘mutual understanding’ split with | 


Loretta Young, currently in New | 
about six | 


' rr. 
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{THE BERLE-ING POINT 


t By Milton Berle 
See SESS SSSFEFSFSCSECOOOH 





Pte oeoese 


Hollywood, March 1}. 

Arrived safely from Miami to find it had been “heavy dewing” here for 
some time. 

The streets are so flooded that when I got te Hollywood and Vine a 
quickie producer was shooting a Navy scene. 
| Before I left Florida I received a change of address notice from the 
Post Office. The rains had washed my Beverly Hills home three blocks 
away. 

Plan to stay in’ Hollywood permanently. 
breathe under water. 

A reformed bootlegger is making a fortune smuggling pictures of the 
'sun into California. ‘ 

On groundhog day the groundhog came out of his hole in Beverly Hills 
and promptly drowned. 
| With the weather like it is, Bing Crosby has discovered that 4 horse 
| player’s best friend is his mudder. 
Broadway Dept. 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is making so much money that the producers 
| are thinking seriously of getting some new lace. 
Broadway Sam, who celebrates every holiday, is laying in a supply of 
| bright green shirts with complexion to match in honor of St. Patrick's Day, 

Broadway expects an early spring this year. Already some of the lads 
are visiting nearby pawnshops to get options on their topcoats. 

Herman Shumlin has recetved an offer of $150,000 for the screen rights 
to ‘The Corn Is Green.’ I get less for ripe corn in my pictures, 

Sidney Spinrad employs a barber who is the fastest shaver in the world, 
This féllow says, ‘Now you won't even know I'm shaving you—did you? 

Jack Zero (who could stand-in for a billiard ball at the Friars) says, 
‘Leon & Eddie must be crazy about Joe E. Lewis’ work because they held 
| over Jackie Miles for another week.’ 

It's not true that John L. Lewis was seen at Lindy’s plucking his eye- 
brows with a pair of piiers. 
| Holly woodiana 

Mervyn LeRoy had.an attack of nerves recently and the doctor told him 
| he would have to cut out smoking between cigars. ‘ 
| John Barrymore is getting very strict about his drinking habits. 
| now will never drink unless he’s alone or with somebody. 

A singing telegram quartet came in to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to a local 
quickie producer, so the producer had the four boys ‘shot’ as a production 
number for his next picture. 

An actress was released by a major studio because after her most recent 
facelifting, her nose was constantly out of focus. 

Tony Martin says there’s a Hollywood tailor who advertises, ‘Come in 
and have your coat and pants un-matched.’ 


Am now learning how to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


He 


For my next picture, ‘Sun Valley,’ Sonja Henie and I have a pact. She 
won't tell any jokes and I won't wear my skates. 

In one ‘Sun Valley’ scene, I ski down a mountainside. John Payne is 
the romantic interest in the picture. I do the skiing—Payne does the 


she-ing. 
Music Dept. 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back Jazz-Bow ties? 

Have a new song all ready to go and it’s dedicated to the settlement of 
the ASCAP-BMI feud, It’s titled, ‘After the Brawl Is Over.’ 

Songwriter Sammy Cahn doesn’t know whether to move further away 
from the racetrack or closer to the pawnshop. 

A keeper at the Bronx Zoo was showing an undernourished elephant a 
| picture of Mack Gordon. The keeper kept saying, ‘This is what can be 
| done if you try.’ 


Radio Dept. 
‘Swanee 


tiver’ has been on the air so much that my radio is suffering 

| from water on the dial. 
| BMI and the networks warn bands about playing ASCAP music. Ae- 
cording to the networks, you can go wrong with a Feist song. 

Fred Allen is going to present a former cannibal on his program to talk 
about people you never expected to eat. 

Hangnail Descriptions 
Elsa Maxwell: The Magnificent Obstruction, Clifton Fadiman: The man 


who 


knows all the answer if HE asks the questions. Sonja Henie: 1 
only have ice for you. Groucho Marx: Sex Takes a Holiday. Barbara 
Hutton: Cash and Cary. 

Observation Dept. 

Busine so good at the Gaiety theatre that Harold Minsky is thinking 
of hiring a cashier. 

I knew that my material would some day bring me money. Looking 
through my joke file the other day I found a penny more than 100 years 
old and it’s worth a lot of dough. 

Just found out why brother wears dark glasses. His eyes don’t hurt 

he just can’t bear to see his wife working so hard. 

Eavesdropped at Ciro’s: ‘We all live and learn—but she just lives.’ 

Eavedropped at Macombo: ‘He and his mind have been total strangers 


for years.’ 
Eavesdropped at the Band Box: ‘She’s the kind of a girl a fellow wants 
to give his name to—but not his right name.’ 
Since the rains the Lakeside course gives you your choice of golf or 
Mother asked me to teach her how to drive, but I explained that Holly- 
| wood pedestrians already have enough trouble. 
Whatever Became of—————? 
Dalton & Craig 
Libby & Sparrow 
Ditmus, Jinkus - & 
Afterpiece 
Things are so bad out here that the beverage. 7-Up, went down to 6' 
L.A. 


me t@ NY. | LUBITSCH TO 20TH 
Eddie Cantor. | ON THREE-YR. DEAL 


Charles Chaplin. 
Ned Depinet. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Wib Eichelberg. 
Edgar Fairchild. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Vic Knight, 
Florence Lake. 
Arthur Loew. 
Olive Major. 
Somerset Maugham. 
Dudley Nichols 
Jack Oakie. 

Arch Oboler. 
Lynne Overman. 
Irene Rich. 

James Saphier. 
Robert C. Sherwood. 
Dinah Shore. 

Harry Von Zell. 
Gwenn Walters. 
Harry M. Warner. 
Sam Wood. 


tichard & Gray 
John & Nellie Olms 


Smith & Strong Oke 


8. 





Hollywood, March 11. 

Ernst Lubitsch signed a_three- 
year contract as producer-director at 
20th-Fox, beginning next summef 
when he will have washed up his 
current commitments with United 
Artists. Lubitsch has completed 
‘That Uncertain Feeling’ and owes 
UA one more picture. 

Until he has finished his present 
assignments, the producer-director is 
holding off any definite plans for his 
pictures on the Westwood lot. 


How to Salute a Looey 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Motion Picture Research Council 
rolls the third of its national defense 
training films tomorrow (Wed.) at 
20th-Fox. Picture deals mili- 
tary courtesy. 


Director is Irving Pichel. 
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TELEVISH’S POST-WAR BOOM 





Lowdown on French Pix Situation 


In a Letter to a U.S. Film Importer 








(The following letter was re- 
ceivea vy an American importer of 
foreign films. The writer’s identity 
must obviously remain undisclosed 
along with that of the respondent.) 


Marseilles, Feb. 5. 





Dear Mr. 

This is just a short note which I 
am entrusting to a Spanish seaman 
to tell you those things which can- 
not pass the Censors. 

Unoccupied Zone: Nominally un- 
der French law. 
ternal commerce, practically in Ger- 
man hands. No doubt it’s possible 
to export films to obtain dollars for 
the French, but question whether 
American authorities will permit due 
to indirect method of financing Ger- 
mans. You will have to see your 
end, and as soon as I contact peo- 
ple this end, I'll see what possibili- 
ties are. 

(Query:—Will British authorities 
allow French prints or negatives 

(Continued on page 52) 





College Revue Too Spicy 
For Faculty, Who Now 


Ban Next Year’s Show 


St. Louis, March 11. 

Fraternity and sorority 
at the University of Missouri, at Co- 
lumbia, incurred faculty wrath with 
their annual Savitar frolic last week 





thespians 


and have been barred from °42 pro- 
duction. The 1,300 students who 


jammed the university auditorium 
voted the show 100% sock, but the 
morning after was a different story 
when Dr. Darwin A. Hindman, di- 
rector of the student affairs for men, 
and Thelma Mills, director of 


(Continued on page 47) 


2 PLAYERS TO LEAVE 
‘HATTIE’ FOR H’WOOD 


Cast of ‘Panama Hattie’ will lose 
two players who are due in Holly- 
wood before the summer season sets 
in. Rags Ragland and moppet Joan 
Carroll are those under studio con- 
tract, while Phyllis Brooks will be 
the first cast withdrawal, leaving 
after another week to play in ‘The 
Night Before Christmas,’ soon due 
on Broadway. The others are slated 
to leave about June 1. Joan Car- 
roll came from the Coast. 
which motivates ‘Hattie,’ 
filled in the east. 








may be 


As regards ex-| 








+ 
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Laurie’s Self-Billing 





Joe Laurie, Jr., always has 
had an exaggerated opinion of 
his size, but last week con- 
demned himself. In a letter tell- 
ing about his role in the ‘We Are 
Always Young’ serial on WOR, 
N. Y., Laurie gave himself a new 
billing: 

‘A minimum gangster? 








Sam Harris 2d Operation 
May Be Necessary; B’ way 


Producer a Bit Improved 





‘When do we go home?’ Sam H. 
Harris asked his wife last Friday 
(7) when she visited him in the 
Good Samaritan hospital, West Palm 
Beach, where he 1ad been operated 
on for appendicitis earlier in the 
week. It was after the first restful 
night Harris had had and thereafter 
he slowly improved. Showman had 
recently completed building a new 
home in the Florida resort. 

First reports of Harris’ condition 
were alarming. He was suddenly 

(Continued on nad 53) 





BRITISH NAT'L DOING 


| studios, 


| BN’s just-completed 


| Arundel 


FILM ON WM. PENN: 


London, Feb. 15. 

Aimed to cash in on Anglo-Ameri- 
can friendship and due for release 
over company’s product presently 
ready, British National’s ‘Penn of 
Pennsylvania’ has rolled at Rock 
Elstree. Feature is on an 
overtime schedule of five and a half 
weeks. 

Richard Vernon is 
production, 





handling the | 
coming right over 


Director Lance Comfort is guiding | 


Clifford Evans in the name part, with 
Denis | 
John Lau- | 
rie and Hay Petrie are featured, lat- | 


Deborah Kerr in support. 


. Barbara Everest, 


ter drawing the Samuel Pepys rele | 
for comedy relief. 

With ‘Penn,’ Anglo-American will | 
have four BN films for distribution, 
‘This England,’ ‘Love on the Dole’ 
and ‘Pimpernel Smith’ all being fin- 
ished. These represent around $1,- 
000,000 investment, provided by BN 


| finances under Lady Yule. 


Her part, | 


Ragland, who is under contract to | 
Metro, will make his debut in pic- | 


tures. 
and his place may be filled by Red | 
Marshall, with whom he teamed and 
who also is a burley comic. Mar- 
shall was in the short-lived ‘All in 
Fun,” which played three days at the 
Majestic, N.Y., but gained him some 
critical attention. 

‘Hattie’ is expected to play through 
the summer. Show’s production nut 
has already been earned back, with 
the profit approximately $50,000. It 
is figured to double that amount be- 
fore the run is over. Picture rights 
have been sold for $130,000. 


Brock Departs RKO 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Lou Brock wound up his producer 
contract at RKO with the comple- 








He originates from burlesque 


| actress agreed to appeal 





tion of the musical ‘They Met In| 


Argentina,’ and left the lot. 
While vacationing Brock will ne- 


gotiate for a deal with another 
studio. 





MRS. DeLEON’S COMEBACK 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Muggins Davies comes out of a 15- 
year retirement for a part in RKO’s 
‘Sunny.’ 
She was in vaude with her hus- 
band, Walter DeLeon, now scenarist. 





part in ‘Mutiny in the Arctic,’ 


MORRISON VS. CRAWFORD 


Producer to Be Examined In His 
$25,000 Contract Suit 





Lee Morrison, producer, 
examined before trial tomorrow 
(Thursday) in N.Y. federal court in 
connection with a $25,000 breach of 
contract suit he has brought against 
Joan Crawford. Plaintiff claims the 
in a play 
entitled ‘Death Wears a Rose’ and 
after he had made the financial ar- 
rangements, backed out. 

Morrison was to have 
$250 weekly plus 40% 
the deal. 


received 





From Lenser to Megger 





Hollywood, March 11. 
Theodore (Teddy) Tetzlaff was 
upped to a director’s status at Para- 
mount. 
For several years Tetzlaff has been 
one of the lot’s ace cameramen. 





NAGEL RULES THE IGLOO 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Anne Nagel gets the top femme 
of the Richard Arlen-Andy Devine 
co-starrers at Universal. 
John Rawlins is directing and Ben 
Pivar producing. 


‘WHEN DEFENSE 





See This as the Next Big 
Means to Take Care of 
Unemployment After War 


Exhausted 


—_—_——__— 


OTHER PLANS 





Anticipating a post-war letdown in 
employment, when gigantic new in- 
dustries will be needed to take up 
the slack, radio manufacturing and 
picture company representatives will 
likely urge Government authoriza- 
tion to commercialize television as 
an effective means of establishing 
one such industry. This argument 
will be advanced when the meeting 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission gets under way March 
20 in Washington. 

National Television System Com- 
mittee, an independent group of 18 | 
members with 12 alternates, spon- 
sored by the Radio Manufacturers 
Association and the FCC, is now en- 
gaged in formulating representations 





to be made at the forthcoming meet- 
ing. With millions of dollars in ex- 
periment work, television transmit- 
ting and receiving apparatus, 
frozen, and further experimentation 





| Sineers believe that 


almost at a standstill, prominent en- 
some method 
| should be evolved to prevent one of 
the most potentially important in- 
| dustries in America from becoming 
stagnant. 

Estimates are that the television | 

(Continued on page 18) 





PAR POISES 28 


from | 
‘This England.’ 


will be | 


of the net on | 


fifth | 


_ NEW UNS FOR 
STARDOM 


Hollywood, March ll, 

Paramount, within the last 12 
months, has contracted 
actors and actresses, many of whom 
are being groomed for stardom. 

Prominent among the youngsters 
are Stirling Hayden, Veronica Lake, 
Carolyn Lee, Betty Brewer, Eva 
Gabor, Margaret Hayes, Susan Hay- 
ward, Catherine Craig, Don Casile, 
| Martha O'Driscoll, Dolly Loehr, 
Barbara Britton, Eddie Bracken, 
June Preisser and MacDonald Carey. 








Mo. Democrat Frankly 
Woos H’wood Divorce Biz 





St. Louis, March 11. 

Asserting that Hollywood screen 
stars pay from $10,000 to $15,000 for 
a divorce, Representative Joseph L. 
Ivanhoe (Dem.), St. Louis, last week 
introduced a bill in the Missouri leg- 
islature that would make Missouri a 
divorce mecca. Ivanhoe’s bill would 
require a residence of 30 days, in- 
| stead of one year, for those seeking a 
divorce, 

After making the statement anent 
| the divorce fees paid in Hollywood, 
‘Ivanhoe said, ‘I believe in bringing 
some of that money to Missouri.’ He 
also said that the 30 days’ residence 
requirement would be the shortest of 
|any state in the country and would 
|!put Missouri in competition with 
Nevada, Florida and Arkansas for 
ithe divorce business 





and Defense Spending Is 





| at the time of his death. 


now |! 


| Abe Lyman, 


} 





Bruno Walter’s Baton the Met's Best 


PROP RAM EASES B.O. ; $110,000 Week's Take, $1,500 Net 





> _— 





Sat. Is Der Tag 


Deadline for filing of the Fed- 
eral income tax returns is mid- 
night Saturday (15). 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. closed 
its 14th week of the season Monday 
(10) with a take for nine per- 
formances of approximately $110,000, 
or a net profit of $1,500, this mark- 
ing the second week the Met has 





Internal Revenue _ deputies | heen in the black this season, This 
Wayne Pierson and Ed Rigney week the b.o. star was the Met's 
are on hand at Variety's New guest conductor, Bruno Walter, 


York office, 154 W. 46th street, 
every day until 6 p.m. to assist 
the last-minute boys and girls 
with their annual mathematical 
headache. It’s a free service. 


Poulsen, Who Was Killed 
By a Nazi Bomb, Rated 
As No. 1 Cafe Proprietor s: 


whose three performances rolled up 
a total gross of $44,500 and a profit 
of $6,500, 

Monday (3) ‘Fidelio’ with Walter 
and Flagstad sold out to a gross of 
$15,500, a profit of $2,500. 

Tuesday (4) the company grossed 
$13,500 on ‘Butterfly’ in Philadelphia, 
profit $1,000. 

Pe scr sd (5) ‘Carmen,’ sans 

dys Swartout noseddived to 
oa. 500, $1,000 loss; this despite an 
| excellently sung performance by 
| Bruna Castagna in the title role. 
| 














London, March 11. Thursday (6), ‘Gotterdaemmerung’ 

Death of Martinus Poulsen, Lon-| too¢ jn $14,500 or a profit of $2,000. 

don cafe operator, in a Nazi air raid | Friday afternoon (7), ‘Don Giovanni’ 

‘Saturday night (8) removes from| had its first presentation in two sea- 

| the international show biz scene one |sons under Walter’s baton and 

of the best known entrepreneurs on rolled up a $15,000 gross or prac- 
two continents. Rated by nas | tically capacity. 


show biz notables as the world’s Orchestrally the performance was 
No. 1 cafe operator, Poulsen, was 51) gs fine as anything heard in this gen- 


He came eration, but an obvious desire on the 
to London from his native Denmark | part of the singers to appear to ad- 
30 years ago with three shillings and | vantage in their fat parts hurt the 
started as a waiter in the Embassy | ensemble. Ezid Pinza_ sang his 
club which he later owned. He had! familiar ‘Don’ in the title role, and 
for many years booked the leading | Salvatore Baccaloni proved adequate 
acts of Europe and America. |as Beporello, but expectations of 
Among the best known perform- | (Continued on page 55) 

ers to have played for him at his | ae 
Cafe de Paris, whose bombing re- 

; sulted in his death along with a} 
| score of others, were Beatrice Lillie, 

| Gertrude Lawrence, Paul Whiteman, | 

Ted Lewis, the Yacht 
Club Boys (nine times), Harry Rich- | 


‘DOR 0 T H Y ‘KILGALLEN 
NATIONALLY SPONSORED 


man, the Castles, Josephine Baker 
3 E ’! Dorothy Kilgallen, Broadway col- 
Lucienne Boyer and many others. | : " r 
i ‘© sae |}umnist for the N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 

Ken Snakehips Johnson, the 


can, starts for Johnson & Johnson’s 
Band-Aid on a Saturday morning 
chatter spiel over a_ coast-to-coast 
network. Time will be around Ill 
a.m. and whether it’s CBS or NBC- 


| bandleader, and several of his men 
were among those killed, while the 
fate of Frances Day, the club host- 
ess, and an American, who had been! 


with Texas Guinan,~ hasn’t been|red fts-now~being cleared by Young 

| learned, | & Rubicam. Time will be definitely 
All Poulsen’s performers were | set coincidentally. 

| highly paid, though it was Miss, Mark Hanna, agenting for the 


28 young | 


Theatre of German Freemen Formed 
To Produce in N.Y. and Combat Nazism | 


+ 


Band Reviews............... 38 | 
Re en ee ee eoaan iia te 
Chatter eae tats > Oe 
Exploitation a - 
Film Booking Chart . 16 | 
| Film Reviews..... . 14 | 
By: ae pais 404 chase ee 
| House Reviews....... ee 
Theatre of German Freemen, to || Imside—Legit ............... 30 
give German language plays in- ||| Inside—Music ............++ 42 
tended to ‘maintain and promote ||| Inside—Orchestras ......... 40 
German democratic culture in Amer- Inside—Pictures ............ 20 
ica” and combat ‘Nazi pseudo-cul- International News.......... as 
ture,’ is being formed by a group of pee al ane ee ee ar er ere 52 
German liberals, refugees and labor at ng agi nT ae as abet e y+ 
union leaders in New York. Besides veg Pt gta. st ie Ce ee ae 45 
the regular theatrical performances, Ni ht Clubs ee ae ‘ 
: ; Nig ion SOON E ETT TE 43 
mere will be recitals, lectures and | Night Club Reviews......... 44 
cabaret shows. Among those who Giituare .....606clsecee al 54 
have agreed to serve on an advisory Greeteees ... écsiavs dere 37 | 
board are Ferdinand Bruckner, PO Wong ois dese ces Seek oy Se 
Ferdinand Czernin, Bruno Frank, ||! Radio ............ po Hb Naat 24 | 
Manfred George, Fritz Kortner, Erika || Radio—Internati nal < <4 ey 
| Mann, Fritz von Unruh, Franz Wer- | Radio Markets....... Pack 6 alee { 
fel and Karl Zuckmayer. ||| Radio Reviews.............. 34 
Among the founders of the organi- ||} Unit Review................ 44 
zation are Max Kloeppel and John WO. Ox va don kded eles 43 


\ 


(Continued on page 55) | newspaper woman, set the deal. 


Holden Asks, Gets {|= - | 
easel March 11. | “ARIETY 


| ‘ N ist 

William Holden, Paramount actor, | | ee Se ee 
-ecently reported dissatisfied with ||| ROUNDEP_BY SIME, SILVERMAN 
recen y reportec dissatishec witn || Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine 
his salary, has been handed a new || 


Sid Silverman, President 








on the home lot was in ‘I Wanted 


Wings.’ 


contract with a higher financial rate | || 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥ 
~s tae oe :; , | SUBSCRIPTION 
c or s curre - : jo is on jioanou Annfial....... $10 Foreign.......$11 
to Columbia in ‘Texas.’ His last job | ar 25 Cents 
| 
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Warwick, of the Bakery & Confec- 
tionery Workers International union, | 
and Fred Stoecker, of the Butchers’ | | 
union. Manfred Furst, Kurt Hell- | 
mer and Ludwig Roth will manage |} 
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Schaefer's Brushoff to Nazi Official’s 
Bleat on F.D.R.’s OK of H'wood Pix 


Hollywood, March 11. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

A free speech, a free press and a screen free for expression tell the 
story of American democracy. They merit no criticism. They need no 
defense. 





- ~ . > 


George J. Schaefer. 
American film industry, savagely | 
attacked by Fritz Hippler, head of 


<i sis, ose] GOLDEN PREPS PRGD. 
minis of Tesgcnta,“Senied— ROR FIRST INDIE. PIC 


through a statement by George J. | 
Schaefer, RKO president and chair- | 
man of the industry’s committee on | 
cooperation with the Government in | 
national defense, that the freedom of 





Hollywood, March 11. 
‘The Kiss of Death’ is slated as the 
‘first picture to be made by Univer- 


screen, press and speech is the/sity Film Productions, recently or- 
foundation of American democracy. | ganized by Edward A. Golden, for- 
Hippler’s blast was issued from) mer head of Monogram sales. 


Berlin and was carried in the N. Y.| 
Times. Sundav (9), for nearly a} York to make arrangements for pro- 
column. It was directed against | duction. 

statements in | — 





President Roosevelt’s | 
address to the Academy of Motion 


Picture Arts and Sciences. The Nazi | Nazis Flooding 


propagandist selected for particular | 


attack the acknowledgment that the 
American motion picture has carried 
democracy’s principles around the 
werld. 

President’ Roosevelt declared, ‘We 
have seen the American motion pic- 
ture become the foremost in the 
world. We have seen it reflect our 
civilization throughout the rest of 
the world—the aims ana aspirations 
and ideals of a free people and of 
freedom.’ 

To this estimate of the part which 
the American film is playing in 





Marseilles, Feb. 25. 


German distributors 
the French market, both unoccupied 











world affairs, Herr Hippler replied: land occupied zones, with German | 


‘If it is true that the American | §)ms qubbed with French sub-titles. 


ogy 4s —— hom pagel L’Alliance Cinematographique Eu- 
ree nation’ throughou ‘- in aa osc, allie 
then America’s ideal must be light | ropeenne = (UF A) Rye — ap 
amusement, song hits and _ tap mostly stole 7 this nese. aa A 
Beets their pictures are fairly good. The 
Gancing. two best are ‘Le Maitre de Poste’ 
‘So Few Films of Real Value’ (‘The Postmaster’), a Pushkin story 


‘In no country in the world,’ Hip- 


|with Heinrich Georg featured, and 
pler continues, ‘are so few films of 


‘Page Immortelles’ ‘Immortal 





real value or actual artistry pro- Pages’), featuring Zarah Leandar. 
‘ed with relation to the total pro- ; . : 
duced with ETS F ; First public showing of these 
duction as in America. Whenever an ; ; * | 
; sous ceyb.| films in Paris brought out many 
American movie turns to serious sub- a 
' sritical | French film stars and_ directors. 
jects it does so in a highly critical | ; 
|}Among those present at the pre- 


manner and present social dispropor- 
tions, democratic disorders, capital- 
istic injustices, corrupt courts or the 


miere were Danielle Darrieux and 
her husband, Henri Decoin, Mireille 


; Balin, Yvette Lebon, Rene St. Cyr 
intenable gangster system in such a|—°**s . ’ Coe 
. : Edwige Feuillere, Harry Baur, 


manner that a spectator can scarcely 
desire to see such conditions in his 
own country.’ 


Elvire Popesco, Sacha Guitry, Chris- 
tian Jaque, Georges Lacombe, Leo 


. Joanon, Marce rbier, Maurice 
Hippler conceded that ‘a few good ° ’ arcel Dherbier, ‘ 
eal ‘ rf ‘ Tourneur. Also present was Marcel 
movies’ have been produced in the 
Corne, talent director, German- 


United States, but qualified his praise 


i i t e mis for 
by declaring they more closely rep- ophile, and a left extremist before 


resented the Nazi manner of life than ae h edeiay ye = ae ee a 

that of America or democracy. | S¢Tvices to the Germans. 

Among the pictures included in this Among other German films are 
‘La Lutte Heroique’ (Tobis), with 


(Continued on page 20) as. , : 
ee a Emil Jannings, ‘La Fille Aux Vau- 





|turs’ (Tobis), ‘La Fugue de M. Pat- 
; 1 ete (Tobis); ‘Maria Stuart’ 
PIC MAG § COUNTER-A | (Ufa), ‘Congo Express’ (Ufa), 


films now being shown in Paris are 
‘Angelica,’ by Pierre Benoit, with 
Viviane Romance starred: ‘Monsieur 
Hector,’ with Fernandel: ‘Becassine.’ 


ON CHEESECAKE BEEF) (4° tew of. the. French-language 


Pic magazine, which took a verbal | 
lacing a couple months ago because | 
of a picture it used of Jane Russell, |at the Paramount; ‘L’Enfer des An- 
is planning retaliation on its critics | ges,’ at the Madeleine; ‘Le Grand 
in an April issue. It has singled out | Elan,’ at the Olyn.pia. 
the two most vociferous squawkers, Newsreels are almost exclusively 
columnist Louella Parsons and a|German. Aside from a few shots of 
weekly trade paper (not Variety) as| Marshal Petain, snow on _ Cote 
the targets for its return shafts. |d’Azur, and a football match. all 

Photo which brought on the blasts | footage is devoted to German activ- 
and caused eyebrow tilting by the | ities, the Germar military, industria] 
entire industry was a Pic staff shot | 4nd sporting effort, and to details of 
of the newly-created star of Howard | Germany’s strength and power. 
Hughes’ ‘The Outlaw.” She appears At the beginning there were such 
in a particularly low-cut dress and, | @emonstrations in the theatres that 
in addition, was leaning forward. the German 


In the wav of retribution. Pic is |¢xhibitors to show newsreels in half- | 
aiming to illustrate that this type of lit houses. Since then the tactics of | 
cheesecake art is by no means an|the public have changed Now 
original creation with it. It has| When the newsreels appear, the spec- 
searched through files of the LOP | ‘ators talk loudly with their neigh- 
column and of the tradepaper in bors behind them, open their news- 
question and claims to have found | P8pers widely or walk in the aisles 
some equally lurid photography. In|" the pretext of stretching their 
reprinting it, of course, it not only |legs. The Germans rage but can’t 


4 5 
gets even with the finger-pointers, | 4° much about it. 


but has itself an eye-filling layout. 


Golden recently arrived from New 


With German Pix 


are flooding | 


commandant ordered | 


Schnoz Back to H’wood 
| On Metro Film Deal 


Jimmy Durante returned to the 
Coast over the weekend for a Rudy 
Valle guest shot tomorrow (‘Thurs- 
day), but is not going back into 
the Earl Carroll nitery in Holly- 
wood. Instead, the comedian has a 
film bid from Mervyn LeRoy at 
Metro. The schnoz flew east, in- 
|terrupting his engagement at Car- 
rolls because 
father, Bartholomeo, 92. 

Lou Clayton, Durante’s 
rep, is due out on the Coast in a 
couple of weeks to try his suit 
against a medico who caused him 


Tough on British Show Biz, But— 


of the death of his | 


personal | 


considerable complications as result | 


of a nose-lifting operation. 


FDR’s ‘Forgotten Man’ 
Forced Him to Discard 
Old Props, Sez Chaplin 


| Hollywood, March 11. 


Charles Chaplin broke down and 
talked, with reservation, at an in- 








| vitational questionkrieg in his own | 


diggings, with queries shot from 
}every possible 
| sharpshooters representing syndi- 
_cates, dailies and trade papers. The 


|hitherto silent comedian answered 


angle by a corps of | 


/everything except shafts aimed at his | 


personal affairs, which, he explained, | 


| where his own business. . 

His secrecy about his picture plots, 
|Chaplin told the boys, was a pre- 
‘caution against purloining by 
strangers. As for his exclusiveness, 
‘he said, he is the hardest working 
man in Hollywood and has to guard 
against interruptions. Disclosing his 
|future plans for the first time in his 
career, Chaplin told the interviewers 
that he was leaving for New York 
this week to work out his next story, 
dealing with a wealthy refugee in 
| Manhattan. His old character, with 
the big shoes and the derby hat, he 


explained, passed out when Franklin | 


D. Roosevelt called public attention 
to the ‘forgotten man.’ 

Chaplin’s latest picture, “The Dic- 
tator,’ is ready to go into general 
release. 





BROONES AT REPUBLIC 


| Hollywood, March 11. 
| Martin Broones, former producer 
of legit and musical shows, moved 
into Republic as an associate pro- 
| ducer, 

First job is ‘Cindy,’ based on his 
own story and starring Judy Canova. 


MAKES IT OFFICIAL 


Mex Government Sends Out Invites 
to Pic Preem 











Hollywood, March 11. 

James Roosevelt’s ‘Pot o’ Gold’ is 
drawing official recognition from the 
Mexican government, which is send- 
ing invitations to prominent Ameri- 
cans to attend the world premiere in 
Mexico City April 12. Mrs. Eleanor 
| Roosevelt is reported preparing to 
lead a party of senators, congress- 
|men, diplomats and newspaper writ- 
|ers from Washington. 

Hollywood contingent, including 
Capt. Roosevelt, will fly to the Mexi- 
can capital in four Pan-American 


ylanes 
pianes., 


Oldsters Come High 
ena Ti. 
to have laid 
for 


Hollywood, Mar 

Metro is understood 

$185.000 on the line 
clickers at RKO. 

Culver City outfit paid $100,000 for 

‘Cimarron,’ which clicked as an 

Academy winner in 1931, and $85,000 


two old 


AS ASSOC. PRODUCER 


| wood 





London, March 4 


Added complication to operating show business, under wartime black- 
out conditions, is the strain upon transportation facilities produced in 
Great Britain by matinee crowds, The pleasure-seekers seem to pro- 
duce friction when, homeward bound from the theatre, they take up 
space in omnibuses loaded with men who have put in a hard day's 


work, 


This issue is dramatized by the advertisement inserted in the Not- 
tingham (England) Evening Post some weeks ago which is reproduced 


herewith. 





(Ad in the Nottingham Eve. Post) 


FINAL NOTICE 





YOU 


AND 


YOU 
ARE YOU 


THEATRE GOERS and 


SHOPPERS and 
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Germans’ Attempt to Produce French 


Pix Balked by Natives, Says Gabin 


German attempts to produce prop- 
aganda films in occupied France 
with French writers, directors and 
performers—films designed to un-| 
dermine the morale, calm the fears 
and allay the hatred of the French | 
people in both occupied and unoc-| 


cupied France—are being balked, | 
according to Jean  Gabin. The | 
French film star arrived in New 


York last week en route to Holly- | 
under contract to 20th Cen-| 
tury-Fox. 

Aside from difficulties in distribu- 
tion due to curtailed transportation 
facilities, lack of adequate technical | 
equipment, and a serious shortage 
of raw film and other materials, 
there are two factors of even great- 


}er significance holding up the well 


for ‘Rio Rita,’ one of the smashes of | 


* 1929. 





In the case of Parsons, Pie has 
gone through the various newspapers 
using her column and chosen for re- 
production some of the art the sheets | 
have used to illustrate the pillar. To 
counier the tradepaper attack, Pic | 
has dug out the ads which the jour- 
nal accepted on ‘Goona Goona’ back 
in 1932. ‘Goona’ was a French-made 
film, lensed in Bali with native gals 
and distributed in the U. S. by First 
Division. 

Beefs to Russell Birdwell, Hughes | 
p.a., and the Hays office about the | 
Russell girl’s picture, brought the re- 
ply from Birdwell that it wasn’t a 
handout photo but taken by Pic it- 
self and thus there could be no cen- 
sorship of it. 


Adjust Brazil snag on U.S 
15 Latin-American nations 
RT oll: 
War as British pix aid 


Hollywood Tattletale 
ASCAP 
AGVA elections 
Julian Eltinge 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


‘Kitty Foyle’s’ radio serialization. 
Radio reviews: Carol Bruce, the Barrymore, Walter Huston, 
Gary Cooper, Helen Hayes, Lucy Monroe, Frank Morgan, 
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publicized plans of German film| 
companies to produce French films. 
First, constant pounding of air 


fields around Paris by the R.A.F. has 


made it impractical to produce in 
that part of occupied France best | 
equipped for the work. There are 
four air fields in the Paris area, 


each of which is a frequent target 
of British bombers. 

Second, according to Gabin, 
though German producers. claim 
they will make many French films, 
it appears unlikely that French ac- 
tors will lend themselves willingly 
to the productions of pictures des- 


tined to foster Fifth Column senti- 
ment. And performances reluct-| 
antly given must result in produc- | 
tion of screen fare of a calibre 
scarcely likely to draw an audience 
even if a few films are made. 

The Nazi Idea 


German idea in launching French | 
film production was apparently two- | 
fold. In addition to the tremendous | 
propaganda value in films, presented | 
to the French people in their own |! 
language, the Germans also figured 
on getting a strangle-hold on the | 
French film industry which would 
be difficult to offset at any time in| 
the future. 

Future of the theatre and cinema 
in occupied France is now vague 
and shadowy. Studios at Nice are| 
badly handicapped due to lack of | 
raw film. Shows are hard to cast | 
in both occupied and unoccupied | 
France because it is difficult. almost | 
impossible, to ebtain traveling per- 
mits from one zone to another. 

Above all, rigid and unrelenting 
censorship in the type of. stories 
that may be filmed is one of the 
greatest drawbacks in the produc- 
tion of pictures that wil] hold an 


| audience. 
Gangster pictures, mellers_ in 
which murder figures prominently 


|} sance 


/ screenplay of the yarn. 


and risque themes are definitely 
out. French films always depended 
on the frankness which was permit- 
ted in story material in pre-war 
days. The ‘film defini’—the picture 
that mirrored situations realistical- 
ly—was always a strong point with 
French producers and French the- 
atre or pix patrons. In the past, the 
French author and producer was 
free to depict the unpleasant as well 
as the rosy aspects of life. They 


| tried for realism and the most suc- 


cessful pictures ever made in France 
were those in which freedom of dra- 


matic expression prevailed. These 
|films were not always _ pleasant 
fairy tales but, as Gabin philoso- 
phizes, ‘C’est la vie, and life is not 
always beautiful.’ 

Despite the currently vague and 
obscure future in his country, 
Gabin believes that resurgence of 
a new “French theatre, perhaps 


more vital and stirring than any in 
the past, will once again occur. Al- 
ready there is apparent among the 
French people radical changes in 
the mode of life, ways of thinking 


and expressing themselves. He 
predicts that just as there was a 
re-birth of French thought and 


ideals after the war of 1870, and the 
war of 1914-18, so there will event- 
ually come about another renais- 
after World War II. ‘The 
French language, the French peo- 
ple and the French theatre cannot 
die,’ he maintains, 





Nugent Back in H’wood 
As Director of ‘Truth’ 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Elliott Nugent, away from Holly- 


wood for two years, reported for 
work at Paramount as director of 
‘Nothing But the Truth.’ 

Until recently Nugent has been 


playing the top role in his Broadway 
legit show, ‘Male Animal.’ 





Hempstead to Coast 


David Hempstead, RKO producer 
now in New York, returns to the 
Coast at the end of this week. While 
east, he worked with Ben Hecht on 
the treatment of ‘Journey Into Fear,’ 
Eric Ambler book which RKO re- 
cently bought. 


Hecht will follow Hempstead to 
the Coast in a few weeks to do the 
It is expect- 
ed to before the cameras 


May 1. 


about! 


go 
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~NEW BRITISH ( QUOTA FEARS 





+ 


‘TRADE SHOWS’ BLUES 


First viewing of a feature film after the pattern of ‘trade 
shows,’ as outlined in the Government’s anti-trust consent 
decree, was given to New York film distributors, exhibitors 
and home office staffs at the Astor theatre, N. Y., yesterday 
morning when United Artists arranged an invitational screen- 
ing of Hal Roach’s new comedy, ‘Topper Returns’, 





As an indication of the problems of salesmanship which have 
arisen under the consent decree, the trade showing served its 
purpose, even if it did not serve to enhance the showmanship 
values of “Topper Returns’, For anything less than a parade of 
the U. S. Pacific fleet it is difficult to get a morning audience in 
the Broadway area from among film workers. And to toss into 
a not-too-wide-awake audience a farce comedy, the success of 
which is largely dependent on accumulative laughter, ig court- 
ing disappointing public reaction. 





New law provides trade showings of films in all key centers 
before distributors may enter into contracts with exhibitors 
for their theatre runs. Best pictures that are made need the 
benefit of advance advertising and exploitation buildup. To 
show pictures in cold projection rooms or half-filled theatres is 
a reversal to old-time methods and impractical showmanship. 


As the time approaches for the start of the new season’s sell- 
ing the conviction grows in film circles that the abolishment of 
blockbooking and establishment of single picture or small group) 
selling will call for revolutionary changes in the prevailing 
ideas of salesmanship The producer- -distributor who risks 
heavy production investment by neglecting to clear the path 
with substantial and consistent advance trade advertising of 
his product is likely to find himself in a spot both embarrassing | 
and costly if he attempts to rescue a picture aiftet early 
adamant reactions as a result of ill-timed and badly handled 
trade showings. 





Occasion further emphasized the increased importance of the 
advertising and exploitation staffs of the major companies and 
the need of improving manpower to cope with the new prob- 


lems of salesmanship. | 





Good pictures can do a lot of things, but they can’t sell them- 
selves. 


GOLDWYN SPLIT 
FROM UANOW 





| 
| 
Ratoff’s Col. Starter | 


Hollywood, March 11. 

‘Tonight Is Ours,’ nee ‘Ballerina,’ 
is slated as Gregory Ratoff’s first in- 
dependent production for Columbia. 


6 , He will also direct. 
Eugenie Leontovich, Ratoff’s wife, 
has been signed for the role of 


dancer. Cast is headed by Loretta 
Young. 








Samuel Goldwyn and United Ar- | 


tists yesterday (Tuesday) finally | Hellinger Settles WB | 

yarted ways. Purchase of the pro- 

ansic8 stock by the peli Pact, May Go With 20th: 
Wald Upped to Produce 


was officially announced following 
a board of directors meeting in New 
York, at which time approval of the italia 
Ho!lywood, March 11. 
Amicable settlement of Mark 
Hellinger’s contract at Warners has 


deal was voted. 
been effected, with the producer 

Goldwyn’s 20% interest in UA for | weighing offers from several other 
$300,000, which will also relieve the |major studios. Understood 20th 
producer’ of his distribution pact Century-Fox is being sweetened to 
with the company. It has been re- | his taste. 
ported that Goldwyn’'s product here-| Hellinger has been at Warners for 
after will probably be released by | three years, with the contract still a 
Warner Bros. year to go. He was a sociate pro- 

Negotiations between Goldwyn ducer on five pictures Vacancy 
and the other UA owners to satisfy |created in the studio's | aye 
Goldwyn's desire to leave the com- ranks by his Gapercure — be ated 
pany have gone on sporadically for by Jerry Wald, elevated _— writer 
several years, ever since Goldwyn ranks. He has been on the ot many 
brought suit against UA to break | years as scripter, Macauley. aborat- 
his contract by court action. Not | ing with Richard Macauley 
much progress was made until about 
a month ago, when a deal was said to ‘Li b ty’ yw Pic, 
have been arranged. Goldwyn, in 1per V; y 
fact, issued a publicity release that 
all was set, which was renounced by | 
UA. It developed that demands by | 
Alexander Korda that he be freed 
from making further payments on 
his stock—which he was buying out 
of dividends—stymied the Goldwyn 





Terms of the settlement, it is 
understood, call for the buying up of 


Grossed 506 to Date 


‘Land of Liberty,’ all-industry 
'documentary feature which already 
lhas been shown in 1,000 theatres, 

‘ = ; now promises windup with more | 
a —_ om yl peeaae has | than 8,000 playdates. Estimated this 
ween straightened out, week that rental coin already had 

Rog a ——— oe pannel reached the $50,000 mark, voted by 
Stood to have delayed the settle-| tay. office companies for and al- 
ment oe gene 8 — located in advance early this year to 
income from abroad. Goldwyn 1S the British War Relief. 
oe to have relinquished m4 Majors earmarked the coin so that 
claim for some $90,000 from this | the British might avail themselves 
source to speed a peace and permit | of the money immediately and in ad- 
him to begin work on new product. | yance of receipt from playdates. All! 


Goldwyn had been. releasing rental profit will go to different 


through UA since 1926 and had been , types of charity, the memver-com- 
an owner since Oct, 13, 1927. panies decided. 


| distributors are reported 


| experience 


PROD. PLAN otEN 
AIMED AT YANKS 


Films Commission Held De- 





signed to Operate $2,000,- 
000 Fund to Aid Native 


Film-Making So That 
Britons Would Maintain 
Control of the Industry 


BASED ON WORLD WAR I 


Storm warnings have been re- 
ceived by all U. S. major company 
foreign departments regarding a con- 
'certed drive in Great Britain to set 
|up a Films Commission apparently 
designed to supplant ultimately the 
present Board of Trade, the semi- 
governmental body which dominates 
British picture matters. Establish- 
ment of a $2,000,000 working fund, 
with this coin administered by a 
panel of three operating under the 
Film Commission’s guidance, already 
has been outlined, with American 
| distributors fearing drastic quota 
production regulations against them 
under new setup. 

Full report about the Commission 
has been handed distributors with 
steps -being taken via the Hays of- 
fice and U. S. government to safe- 
guard American interests. American 
satisfied 
with the present Board of Trade, 
but are far from certain what would 
be the result of a Films Commission 
since apparently it would be domin- 
ated, or possibly completely con- 
trolled, by producer interests in 
| England. 

Board of Trade’s plan is to draft 
legislation and establish the initial 
fund of $2,000,000. Not known if 
this is to come from government or 
private sources but indications are 
that such financing would be from 
the latter. In the report received in 
U. S. it is admitted that the British 
producers fear the post-war situation 
because of the realization they can’t 
expand production under the war- 
time handicap. Understood that the 
Films Commission would be sort of 
an insurance to maintain production 
now, so that the British producers 
would be able to maintain control 


|in the post-war period. 


World War Precedent 

Move ostensibly stems from the 
gained at the conclusion 
|!of World War No. 1, when the Brit- 
ish picture-making business was at 
low ebb and control more or less 
shifted to U. S. films. Present fear 
is that the same may result after the 
current conflict, according to the 
British viewpoint. 

That the present move is strictly 


@ producer idea and not meeting | 


with any unanimity from other sec- 
tions of the British picture indus- 
try is seen in the action of the Kin- 
ematographers Renters Society (dis- 
tribs) and General Council of the 


Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. (ex- 
hibitors) Latter w t on record as 
‘unreservedly opposed to the scheme 
as outlined.’ KRS also registered a 
protest against the proposal. Ex- 


1 


hibitors at the same time voted that 
their committee should petition the 
Board of Trade to ask the House to 


lower their quota law obligation to 


115%, lowest permitted under the act. 


Apparently these two groups don't 


| 
cotton to the Films Commission idea 
because it would place the producer 


division in a too-dominant position, 
American film interests believe that 


| the present quota laws in Great Bri- 








Will Be the Prime Cogs in 1941-42 


Selling Under 


‘Shanghai Gesture’ First 
For UA by Pressburger 








Hollywood, March 11. 
First picture to be delivered to 
United Artists by Arnold Pressbur- 
ger, recently given a producer status 
| by UA, will be the old stage hit, 


| ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ One-time Euro- 
| pean producer-director, Pressburger 
| bought screen rights to the dramatic 
piece for $75,000 from Milton Shu- 
bert. 

Hays office has given him the 
green light after previously banning 
it. 


U’s 8% Pfd. Shoots Up 
But Co. Denies Move 














Sensational rise of Universal’s 8% 
preferred stock in last week's de- 


clining stock market again gave rise | 


to reports that something was going 


to be done about retiring additional | 


shares. This was denied by U ex- 
executives who also indicated that no 
action on this matter is likely at the 
stockholders’ meeting this week. 


This U preferred hit new heights for | 


year Monday (10) when a four-point 
advance pushed the shares to $158, 
exactly eight points ahead of the 
quotation a week ago which had 
been reached after a 13-point climb. 
Fact that so few shares of Univer- 
sal’s 8% preferred are in circulation 
was pointed to in financial circles 
for the unprecedented rise.  Esti- 
mated that there are iess than 10,- 
000 shares outstanding today, with 
actually only about 1,000 shares in 
circulation. There is about $40 due 
in dividend arrears on each share, 
which naturally enhances the call- 
able value of the stock. 
Stockholders of Universal Corp. 
are scheduled to meet today 
(Wednesday) in New York at their 
Meeting’s principal 
business is the reelection of the pres- 
ent board. This annual session i 
prelim to the stockholders’ meeting 
of Universal Pictures Co., Inc.,, 
scheduled for next Saturday (15) at 
Wilmington, Del., with this gather- 
ing as well as the one today slated 
to pass on new seven-year pacts 
voted to executives by the direc- 
torates of both companies last week. 


annual session, 


These contracts were voted to 
J. Cheever Cowdin, Nate Blumberg, 
Joe Seidelman, Cliff Work, Bill 
Scully, 
Matty Fox. 

Current forecast is that Universal 
will show close to $600,000 for the 
first quarter of the fiscal year which 
began Nov. 3 last. While all account 
are not in, last report was that this 
initial three-month period, covering 
November, December and January 
last. would show earnings about 
$140,000 ahead of the previous year’s 
first quarter of $460,631. 


——— 


BARNEY BALABAN BACK 


TODAY (WED.) FROM FLA. 


tain have worked out satisfactorily | 


' 
for all concerned and that the Films 


Commission might well undo all 
that’s been ae shed to date. 

In some U. S. trade quarters also 
the belief is fontths car that the pres- 
ent inability of U. S. distributors to 
get all of their money out of the 
British Isles would be taken advan- 
tage of under the Commission set- 
up. In peacetime, all profits could 
be remitted to U. S. as sound busi- 
ness but under the frozen-coin ar- 
rangement any such ambitious pro- 
ducer schemes in England as the 
Films Comn ion might well work 


York today (Wed.) after being away 
three-and-a-half weeks in Miami 
‘vhich he took time out to 
hold discussions with various home 
office Par executives who were 
there, as well as E. V. Richards who 
came over from New Orleans. Rich- 
ards, head of the Saenger circuit, is 
the only Par theatre partner who's 


during 


on the company’s board of directors. | 
Following Balaban’s return, plans 


To Retire Any Shares 


Charles D., Prutzman and | 


Barney Balaban returns to New| 


the Consent Decree 


By JOHN C. FLINN 

Some conception of the vast problem 
of the lack of adequate manpower 
within the motion picture industry 
to cope with new requirements de- 
manded of the advertising and ex- 
ploitation staffs of the major come 
panies by the terms of the consent 
decree, is gradually being realized 
within the trade. 

Abolishment of blockbooking of 
an entire season's program of fea-« 
tures, and the substitution of the 
newly-created five-picture group 
plan, which is the revolutionary ine 
novation under the decree, has fo- 
cused attention of top executives on 
the scarcity both in numbers and 
experience of personnel to handle 
the responsibilities of the new order 
of promotional salesmanship. 

The film exploiteer, a forgotten 
man in some of the companies, sud- 
denly assumes major importance as 
the key-cog in the new sales machin- 
ery. It will be his job, through the 
showmanship function of handling 
key-city first runs, in affiliated or 
franchise theatres, to create and 
demonstrate the exhibition values of 
films before the actual dates of terri- 
|torial trade-showings, as provided 
under the anti-trust settlement. 


Popular Belief on Film 
Tradeshows Minimized 


There has prevailed through the 
industry the opinion that when the 
| new Selling season begins, some time 
in midsummer, for all releases after 
Sept. 1, next, the major companies 
will hold in exchange centers a se- 
ries of invitation trade-showings of 
new product. The mistaken belief is 
that immediately thereafter the film 
salesmen will swoop down on cus- 
tomers who have attended the show- 
ings and close contracts forthwith 
for the pictures just witnessed, re- 


tene «1 c ~ 3 ye " if 
ng all deals to five or less pic- 





ture 

Nothing of the sort is likely to 
happen, in the opinion of those who 
have ‘thought through’ the full 
meaning of the changed order of 
industry procedure. On the contrary 
it is more than likely that the trade 


howings, as defined and made man- 
datory, will be perfunctory affairs, 
serving the requirements of lesser 


‘B’ product, but in no degree meeting 


the sales problem of high cost nega- 
tives. No sales manager of any of 
the larger companies would dare 


risk the losses of proper film rentals 
on smash pictures by conducting 
sales’ preliminaries in  projection- 
rooms. Only the public can give the 
true answer to both theatre and dis- 
tributor shares of a picture’s draw 
ing ability. 
Sales and Ballyhoo Ties 
For this reason, the problem {s 


being attacked from its fundamef- 
tals) and plans are being laid in 
Y t f the la ( ‘Ee to CcoO- 
ordinate pro ) one i | 
and sales on the other, through the 
medium of exploitation in important 
key spot No sale chedule \ 
be prepared for the d t de- 
partments until after the initial pub- 
lic showings. 
Of the five major companies signa- 
tory to the decree Paramount 


through its affiliations has the larger 
number of theatre outlets, although 
a rough survey of all the companies 
reveais that most of them are pro- 
vided with coast-to-coast 
rooms.’ 

Present publicity and advertising 
staffs have been able to handle 
preparation of advertising displays 
and tieups for the pre-release shows 


‘showe- 


ings as currently conducted. Terms 
of the engage ments for the most part 
are settled months in advance of the 


how dates. Film rental guarantees 
and percentages were established in 
the blanket season’s contract. 

It becomes the task of the ex- 
ploiteer under the new setup to se- 


will be worked out for the Par the- | lect carefully the city in which he 
itre convention to be held at Hot make his initial presentation 

rings, Va., March 27-29, over \ 1; with due regard to the timeliness of 
é p le i ed on page 20 
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EXHIBITORS LESS APPREHENSIVE NOW 
ABOUT THE DECREE, DISTRIBS AVER 











1941-42 Sales Will Emphasize Greatest Amity—| Now Tell "Em Why 
| 


Cooperation Between Exchange and Theatre a 
Dominant Keynote 
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$7,000 in| 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Fraternal warfare between M. 
J. Siegel at Republic and Sol 
Siegel at Paramount resulted in 
an armistice and a change of 
title. Republic had a prior title 
to ‘Doctor’s Don’t Tell’ so Sol 
changed ‘Nurses Don’t Tell’ to 
‘Nurses Shouldn't Marry.’ 

Now he has to explain to the 
organized nurses why they 
shouldn't. 


WB’s 23-Yr. Prod. 
Peak, Nine Pix In 
Work, 15 Finishing 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Production at Warners mounts to 
the highest level in the 23-year his- 
tory of the studio this week. Two 
new productions raise the total of 
active pictures to nine, and 15 more 
are either ready for release or in 
the final stages of editing. 

Newcomers on the lot this week 
are ‘Manpower’ and ‘Dive Bomber.’ 
Currently in work are ‘The Bride 
Came C.O.D.,’ ‘Sergeant York,’ ‘The 
Gentle People,’ ‘Affectionately 
Yours, ‘Underground,’ ‘Highway 
West’ and ‘Three Sons o’ Guns.’ 

Continued production on the same 
scale is indicated by 42 writers un- 
| der contract. 














‘Nymph’ for Flynn 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Margaret Kennedy’s novel, ‘The 
Constant Nymph,’ is being dusted off 
for early production at Warners 
under direction of Edmund Goulding. 

Picture, starring Errol Flynn, goes 
into work as soon as he finishes 
‘Power Dive.’ 








Welles Suing RKO on ‘Citizen Kane’ 
In Effort to Force Pic’s Release “2:22 on 











| provides that the film must be re- | 


leased within three months of the 
delivery date—which is in dispute. 
It was also disclosed that the pact 


fails to distribute it. Welles’ rep 


that will prevail under the consent 
With Salacious Copy 
exhibitor relations counsel for 
peated assurances by the distribu- ; : f th 
matically provided for seizure of the 
have to live under it and let's see, te at the Grand Wilshire the- 
toured many exchange territories.) 91 ticed as ‘her greatest sex pic- 
than they were a few months ago. | Seizure of film by RKO is not ex- 
coming sale of 1941-42 product all | ia. 
ised. Sources close to the decree 
Paramount, 20th and RKO. Having been awarded 
office, than they were and cited as a | seeks to recover $40,000 for the Irish 
also is much building activity by| RKO made ‘Soldier’ ag a remake 
Iowa Indies Outline Views distribution of the film in the Irish 
fective on 1941-42 deals: 
RKO pictures are concerned. Para- 
tury-Fox announces their 48 pictures |a press preview for ‘Citizen Kane,’ 
lumbia, Universal, Republic and| Welles called daily and trade- 
hardships on exhibitors will be de- | for ‘breach of contract’ against the 
fall.’ soon as possible. He revealed that 
son has been appointed executive Said that the producer desires to take 
v.p. over sales, *!nouncement of the suit was permis- 
and accounting matters for the | ond jists of critics to be invited were 


+ 
al ° ; ’ 
Exhibitors are less apprehensive RKO Seizes Ginger S 
decree in buying of the 1941-42 
product than they were when the 
decree was entered, H. M. Richey, 
Metro, reported he yo phd Los Angeles, March 11. 
cent tour of mon : . of wa Resorting to a claim and delivery 
Richey says that as a resu action in superior court, which auto- 
tors concerning outing — the | fim, RKO ended coupling of its 
decree, exhibs are a arg y will| ‘Primrose Path,’ featuring Ginger 
sume the attitude tha ni Rogers, with an out-and-out ‘sex’ 
+ aia work before getting Wor- | 71.” Thus, after a day and a half 
se. bat ‘exchange was able to yank the 
Louis Phillips, Par attorney, who | Rogers film, which had been luridly 
ave that he also found ager dwn ture,’ and other display copy aimed 
jittery over the new sales sy | at moronic patronage. 
Meantime, the Cates + gl see va | pected to end the case as it is under- 
over backward bane ie d in the | St00d that actress plans a damage 
accounts on their books an action against the operators of the 
will do everything possible to main- 
tain the most harmonious relations 
with their customers, it is prom- ERMOLIEFF TAKES NEW 
and its operation claim that this has LEGAL BITE AT RKO 
already been decided upon as a very 
definite policy by all of the theatre- 
Los Angeles, March 11. 
Optimistic Outlook ‘his $100,000 suit against RKO stu- 
Richey stated that he also found dios, Joseph N. Ermolieff, European 
exhibs more optimistic about the| producer, has filed another action 
strong indication in this connection| Free State distribution rights to 
that a large number of operators | ‘Soldier and the Lady,’ to which a 
are fixing up their theatres, reseat-| superior court decision recently 
large circuits as well as by small | of Ermolieff’s foreign production, 
indies. Richey believes some effect | ‘Michael Stroghoff,’ according to the 
of the defense program is begin- complaint, and court ruled in a pre- 
The Independent Theatre Owners | Free State, 
of Iowa, in a bulletin to its mem- 
bers, has the following to say con- 
‘Regarding the 5-picture selling 
plan, whether we like it or not, we 
will have to comply with it so far as 
mount has announced they will have 
15 pictures available at the start of 
the season. Other similar announce- 
will be interchangeable between the | Orson Welles announced last night 
blocks of 5. How tough it will be | (Tuesday) that he would sue the dis- 
is up to the fairness of the consent- | tributing company to force release 
Monogram are not in the decree and,| Papers to his Ambassador hotel 
of course, will doubtless sell their ,@Partment in N. Y. to inform them 
product as before. As we go along, | that in his own name and that of his 
vised but exhibitors should create |COMPany. aoe 
a backlog of pictures now under; Arnold Weissberger, Welles attor- 
contract so they will not be forced | 2¢Y, told the newsmen that the ‘suit 
|the producer’s contract with RKO 
epe > J 
Phikpson’s H.0. Berth 
For many years associated with 
the J. H. Cooper circuit in which 
assistant to Charles Reagan at the |: 
Par h.o. Reagan occupies a high . from RKO, but that the company 
distribution post as assistant general | as refused to sell it to him. 
: | Si ted last weekend to hold a 
Returning last week from a vaca- | 0" 8ran ; 
tion in New Orleans, Philipson was | Simultaneous press preview of ‘Kane 
previously in charge of film buying in Hollywood and New York. «It 
Coo hain. 
— prepared and telegrams written out. 
Final word of George J. Schaefer, 
PIRATES, HE SEZ RKO prez, was needed before the 
Los Angeles, March 11. 


concerning the new sales system ‘tae 
Pic in L. A. Ballyed 
owning majors, Metro, Warners, 
future, as viewed through the box-' against the company. This time he 
ing them, redecorating, etc. There | ruled he was entitled. 
ning to be felt at the b.o. vious suit that he was entitled to 
cerning the new form of selling ef- 
MGM, Fox, Paramount, Warners and 
ments are expected soon. 20th Cen- Following cancellation by RKO of 
ing distributors. United Artists, Co- | of the film. 
ways and means of overcoming any |Mercury Theatre he would file suit 
to jump into buying too early next is being prepared’ and will be filed as 
paramount is interested, Joe Philip- 
sales manager under Neil F. Agnew, | Final straw which led to the an- 
| was arranged for today (Wednesday ) 
wires could be sent, however. He 





Plagiarism suit for $250,000 was | was supposed to give it Monday (10) 
filed here against Walter Wanger by | night, but failed to do so and Welles 
George Brandt, writer, who charges burned. 

‘Foreign Correspondent’ was lifted| Announcement of the previews 
from his own story. naturally gave rise to the opinion 

Named in the action along with/ that the film, to which publisher 
Wanger are Ben Hecht, Charles Ben- | William Randolph Hearst is said to 
net, James Hilton, Robert Benchley, : object because of alleged similarities 
Joan Harrison, Alfred Hitchcock, | to his life, would be released. It was 
Music Corp. of America and Music | not thought likely that RKO would 
Corp. Artists, Ltd. ‘show the film unless it had made uD 
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provides that Welles has the right to | 
take over the film himself if RKO | 


over the picture, has backing to buy | 


its mind to issue it. 
cation was unofficial word that it 
would open outside of New York in 
two to three weeks. 

Suit marks the victory of one of 
the two Mercury factions which has 
developed since RKO’s refusal to 
release ‘Kane.’ First group, headed 
by Welles, had faith in Schaefer and 
was loath to take action against the 
RKO prexy’s wishes. Other side 
was of the opinion Schaefer was 
stalling. 

Hearst papers, which have a ban 
on mention of ‘Kane’ and/or Welles, 





Welles is preparing for a New York 
opening next Monday (17). Neither 
| the Hearst Journal-American nor 


| the Mirror has made mention of the | 


play, although Dick Maney’s office, 
handling publicity, has been re- 
quested by the drama editors of the 
two papers to continue sending re- 
eases and notes in the hope that 
| they will be able to use something. 


Action leaves in doubt what will | 


happen to Welles’ pact to make fur- 
|ther films for RKO. His next one 
was slated to start April 10 and his 


sent to Mexico, where the film will 
be localed, on Saturday (9). Welles 
declared yesterday (Tuesday): 

‘I'll be glad to go ahead with the 
Picture if-it is satisfactory to the 
company.’ 

Welles must make the picture 
without salary for his services as 
writer, producer, director and actor, 
| as result of an agreement he made 
| with Schaefer when he wanted to 
make ‘Heart of Darkness’ a year or 
,SO ago. Reports that Welles has re- 
fused to work without pay or that 
RKO has agreed to twy him are 
false, the producer said in New 
| York yesterday (Tuesday). 





Kuykendall on Trade Papers, Etc. 





for groups-of-five selling. 


and should be followed closely by 
tend to file a complaint yourself. 


hibitors. 
an arbitration complaint. 


ways. 


of what the consent decree and its 


In a bulletin issued to all members of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, Ed Kuykendall, from his home at Columbus, Miss. 
warns against misleading advice from lawyers and others on the con. 
sent decree; urges that reliable trade paper information be carefully 
followed; suggests cost of the decree will be borne by the exhibitor, 
and questions whether distribs will hold out any of this season’s films 


His bulletin, in part, reads as follows: 
‘The more responsible trade papers are now starting a very impor- 
tant service in reporting in detail the complaints filed for arbitration 
and the progress of each complaint. They are in a position to supply 
this information promptly and accurately to any and all exhibitors 
interested in the arbitration development. 


This is most important 
exhibitors, even if you do not in- 


‘So far it looks as though most of the arbitration complaints will be 
brought against independent exhibitors. as well as by independent ex. 
You never know when you may be on the receiving end of 
This must be quite a shock to exhibitors 
who supported the organized agitation for this litigation, only to find 
that the net outcome is used against them, that arbitration works both 


‘Through these trade paper reports you will know just how it op- 
erates, what official rulings are made, what sort of decisions are ren. 
dered, the interpretations of the arbitrators and of the Appeals Board 


special] rules of arbitration require, 


and what you yourself can expect from the arbitration system. No 
one knows this now, it will be determined by the course of events in 
the arbitration hearings and developments. 


And always remember 


that the arbitrators are not bound by any precedents, can reverse 
the policies established by previous decisions at any time, and may 


not even bother to look up any previous decisions, 
thority is very limited and restricted by the conditions, qualifications 
and limitations imposed in the consent decree itself.’ 


Also their au- 








Whether UA Will Release Roach’s 


4-Reel Featurettes Is Not Clear 





Status of Hal Roach with United 
Artists, should he follow out his in- 
tention of leaving the full-length fea- 
ture field to embark on an exclusive 
policy of making four-reel] featur- 
ettes, is not quite clear. Although 
Roach indicated that all was well 
when he left New York for the 
Coast last Friday (7) after three 
days of confabs with UA execs, the 
latter yesterday (Tuesday) refused to 
state officially whether the producer 





THREE NEW STAGES TO 
MEET PAR PROD. RUSH 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Paramount started work on the 
foundations of three new sound 
stages, the first of which is slated 
to be ready May 15. New equip- 








Further indi- | 


meantime are extending the nix to| 
include ‘Native Son,’ legiter which | 


business agent, Richard Baer, was } 


the lot to take care of its increasing 
| transportation problems, 





Studio Contracts | 





Hollywood, March 11. 
Stephen Longstreet inked writing 
contract at Warners. 
Paramount handed scripting ticket 
to Harry Tugend. 
Alice Tailton drew player deal at 
20th-Fox. 


Daniel Fuchs signed as scribe by 
| Warners. 





| ing deal at 20th-Fox. 


| Metro re-signed Max Fabian, cam- 
| eraman. 


20th-Fox lifted Jane Darwell’s op- 
| tion. 

Roland Drew inked player deal at 
Warners. 
Edward Lester Smith, of the lit- 
| tle theatres, signed to actor contract 
| by 20th-Fox. 

Joan Winfield, nee MacGillicuddy, 
drew a player ticket at Warners. 
| Metro handed John McClain new 
| writing contract. 
Warners hoisted player options on 
| Maris Wrixon and Peggy Diggins. 

Dorothy Dearing drew new stock 
player ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Universal renewed Baby Sandy’s 
contract for another year. 

Anita Loos signed Metro contract. 

Columbia lifted Charles Vidor’s 
option. 

George Barnes signed to camera- 
man contract by David O. Selznick. 

Universal renewed Helen Parrish’s 
ticket. 
Warners 
model. 

Pyramid Pictures signed Francis 
| Trout to an acting deal. 
| Warners picked up Suzanne Car- 
nahan’s player option. 





signed Alice Talton, 


Allan Scott penned one-year writ- | 


, would release through the company 
in 1941-42. 

Arthur W. Kelly, v.p. in charge 
'of sales, with whom Roach huddled 
much of the time while east, replied 
to all queries regarding the produc- 
er’s status: ‘Mr. Roach has not given 
me permission to sell any of his pic- 
jtures for 1941-42.” He refused to 
| clarify the cryptic statement. 
[Roach will announce _ today 
| (Wednesday), according to reports 
from Hollywood, the discontinuance 
of production of full-length features 
with delivery of ‘Broadway Limited,’ 
now in work, to UA. He will con- 
centrate, it was said, on four-reelers 
and make four series of five each for 
UA’s 1941-42 program. Production 
| will get under way in May.] 
| Roach’s pact with United Artists, 
it is understood, has several more 
years to run, although that would 
be no obstacle if it were agreed that 
it would be mutually advantageous 
to part. Roach, however, has appar- 
ently been assured that UA will 
agree to release his four-reelers or 
has another release in sight. He def- 
initely wants to go ahead with the 
featurette policy, although there has 
been no official statement that he 
will. He left New York hurriediy 
Friday to impart what UA execs 
| had told him to his Coast associates 
‘and to confer with them. He’s due 
back in New York in about 10 days. 


UA last year released some four- 
|reelers made by Roach. They fea- 
tured Laurel and Hardy and were 
originally intended as_ full-length 
comedies but were cut down to the 
shorter running time. Roach dropped 
| them because UA squawked, the dis- 
|tributing company feeling that it 
should stick to its policy of quality 
| feature releases. 

Answer to Dual Problem? 


| Producer’s idea on the short fea- 
tures—none of which is to run more 
}than 45 minutes—is to give exhibs 
an answer to duals. They can pro- 
| vide double bills and yet not run 
into overlong shows. Roach, is was 
| learned, made several trips for con- 
| ferences with exhibs on his idea and 
they responded favorably. 


Roach claims that moderate-budg- 
eted comedies are much better in 
four reels than in being tortured 
out to eight and, therefore, will be 
more than satisfying to audiences. 
| He hopes to use not stars, but ‘pop- 
| ular players,’ and a lot of new peo- 
| ple, for whom he sees this as a de- 
| veloping ground. 
| Pictures will be budgeted suffici- 
|ently high to give them production 
equal to a full-length feature. Sto- 
/Ties may also occasionally be from 
;novels or stage plays, although na- 
| turally not those that sell at top 
| prices. 

Move toward making featurettes 
will be in the direction of Roach’s 
| earlig.1 claim to fame and the source 
lof a fortune for him—short subject 
| comedies, particularly the ‘Our Gang 
| series, 


| 





~? 








~ 





} 





Wednesday, March 12, 1941 


VARIETY 


PICTURES T 





EXHIBS WANT 





Studio Locals Send 


‘Pressure’ Producers; Risk Autonomy 


for Browne To 


In Having IA Head Negotiate Deals 





Hollywood, March 11. 

Studio locals representing 10,000 
film technicians have paged George 
E. Browne, prexy of the International 
Alliance of. Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, for help in negotiating new 
contracts with the major companies. 
The locals are opposed to turning 
over their negotiations to Browne 
for fear of losing their autonomy and 
having their demands for conditions 
shelved, but want the Alliance to 
pressure the producers into making 
deals, 

In the meantime, Browne and 
other International officers of the 
IATSE are cooling their heels in 
Miami. Apparently waiting for the 
political heat to cool off in Chicago 
before heading north, Browne has 
given no indication as to what action 
he plans. Pleas for aid from the 
locals have so far gone unanswered. 


The locals have agreed to proceed 
as individual unions, but have given 
up hope of reaching any agreement 
with the producers unless the Inter- 
national turns on the heat. And 
grapevine reports are that the Inter- 
national has no intention of turning 
on the heat, since it is the desire of 
International officers to set the local 
deals themselves. The meeting at 
which it was decided each local 
would appeal to Browne for aid was 
called by James Brigham, president 
of Motion Picture Studio Projection- 
ists Local 165. 


It was asnounced that the local 
unions are appealing to Browne for 
aid under the following clause in the 
IATSE constitution: 

‘In the event of a serious disagree- 
ment between a local union and an 
employer, the affected union shall 
first try to obtain an equitable settle- 
ment by conversation with the em- 
ployer or his representative. If such 
a settlement cannot be obtained the 
local union shall promptly advise the 
president of the Alliance of the cir- 
cumstances, which he shall cause to 
be thoroughly investigated in an en- 
deavor to consummate an amicable 
adjustment, 


‘The International president or his 
representative shall endeavor to ad- 
just any controversy with an em- 
ployer referred to the International 
president by an affiliated local union, 
but the International president or his 
Tepresentative shall not 
power to consummate an adjustment 
of the controversy ‘unless such ad- 
justment meets with the approval of 
the affected local union.’ 

That ‘Raise’ Still Rankles 

Several of the local unions are in 
favor of taking drastic action unless 
Browne and his Alliance steps into 


the picture and aids them in negoti- | 
The work- | 


ating contract revisions. 
ers are still sore over the 10% pay 
tilt negotiated for them by 
Bioff. They claim they are not in- 
(Continued on page 20) 


FRED KOHLMAR JOINS 
BUD DESYLVA AT PAR 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Fred Kohlmar is leaving 20th-Fox 
for a production berth at Paramount. 
Producer made two pictures at 20th 
and is working on a third. 
stood he'll be an associate producer 


under B. G. de Sylva and will be! 


assigned to one of the lot's musicals. 


Botsford’s Story Buys 


Hollywood, March 11. 
A. M. Botsford, former assistant to 





William LeBaron at Paramount, has | 
lined up another story for his inde- | 


Pendent production program. New 


entry is ‘Neither Man Nor Beast,’ the | 


Steven Delehanty yarn in the Sat- 
evepost. 

First purchase was ‘Grounded for 
Life,’ an aviation tale by Lieut. Ce- 
dric Knapp. 


vv 


AABITRATION'S 20 





have the| 


Willie | 


Under- | 


AAA Stalemate 


An unusual case, on which no 
action can be taken, has been 
referred to the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. by exhibitors in a 
small town served out of the 
New York-New Jersey ex- 
changes. Exhibs have been told 
there is nothing under the con- 
sent decree that applies to their 
complaint and consequently 
nothing can be done about it. 

It appears that there are four 
exhibs in the particular town, 
two on one side of the railroad 
tracks and two on the other. 
They recently made an agree- 
ment among themselves to elim- 
inate dual bills and bank nights. 
One of the exhibs broke the 
pact, going back to duals-bank- 
ies suddenly. 
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4 Majors Pop Up 
To Oppose Minn. 
Anti-Decree Bill 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
With four of the major film com- 
panies, Metro, 20th-Fox, RKO and 
Warner Bros., opposing Northwest 








independent exhibitors’ organization 
finds itself with an unexpected fight 
|/on its hands and the measure’s fate 
| hangs in the balance. After a pub- 


|lic hearing, during which arguments | 


|pro and con were presented, the | 
|State Senate judiciary committee 
|laid the bill over until this week | 


|} when it will decide whether to rec- 
ommend the measure for passage or 
kill it. Pending study of the ques- 
tion of constitutionality, the judici- 
ary committee of the lower house 
today (Tues.) deferred hearing on it 
until tomorrow (Wed.). 
| Northwest Allied did 


not antici- 


| pate that any of the film companies | 
proposed law to 


would oppose this 
{knock out the consent decree’s 
| groups-of-five sales plan and compel 
| Minnesota distributors to offer for 
|}sale to exhibitors their entire sea- 
| son product, the same as at present, 
|with a minimum 20% cancellation 
privilege and forced selling of shorts, 
| newsreels, trailers, westerns and for- 
eigns taboo. 

Their leaders had been assured by 
one leading company that it had no 
Objection to the bill which simply 
| would put into effect fair trade prac- 
tices offered by the distributors to 
the independents twc years ago. 
Consequently, the present efforts to 
defeat the measure came as a com- 
plete surprise. 

David Shearer, local attorney, ap- 
peared before the committee, repre- 
senting the four film companies, to 
argue against the bill's passage. He 
| pointed out that the consent decree 
represents a U. S. governmental de- 
partment’s declaration of policy and 
constitutes a bona fide attempt on 
the film industry's part at self-regu- 
lation. Accordingly, he declared, it 
should be given every chance to suc- 
ceed. 





Maugham’s Selznicker 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Somerset Maugham has_ been 
signed by David O. Selznick to write 
{a@ screen original. It will be the 
first time he has written directly 
for films, although he has had many 
| previous offers. 

Many of the English novelists 
books and plays have been adapted 
for pictures in the past, incl 
‘Of Human Bondage,’ 





| 
} 
| 


uding 


‘The Letter’ 


jand ‘Rain.’ 


Allied’s anti-consent decree bill in| 
the Minnesota state legislature, the | 


Want a Designated Book- 
ing of Product — Com- 
plaints So Far Keynote 
This As the Major Beef 


Next to Clearance 


23 CASES SO FAR 


Not given much thought up to now, 


problem for the distributors under 
arbitration provisions of the consent 
decree, with early indications creat- 
ing suggestion that this grievance 
will run second to that which con- 
cerns clearance. Because of the 
complaints filed to date with Ameri- 
can Arbitration Assn. it would ap- 
pear that perhaps many theatres 
have been completely refused prod- 
uct, whereas under the consent it is 
clearly understood that a theatre is 
entitled to ‘some run.’ In sales cir- 
cles, it is pointed out that this must 
be granted, even if it may be a 10th 
run, and that because of this more 
of a competitive condition is going 
= be created. 

The question of overbuying and 
shelving of product to keep a com- 





will no doubt be importantly in- 
| volved in disputes surrounding the 
demands of exhibs for some run and 
| 


BIGGEST SOUANK 


If It’s Only ‘10th Run’, Indies 


SOME RUN 








+ 


Pix and Now 


WB in the Middle on ‘Bottleneck’ 
Beef From Philly Indies; Releases 


Exchanges Squawk 





Re(a)el Heavies 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Producers no longer 
worry about what nationality to 
make villains in pictures. Teutonic 
types are popular, although Italian, 





the demand of exhibitors for ‘some | 


run threatens to develop as a major | gapje as any particular nationality 


Russian and citizens of Axis-part- 
ner nations are getting their due. 

In the past studios had to be ultra 
careful to make villains not identi- 


on fear of reprisal by the country 
indicated. 


More Elaborate 
Newsreeling in So. 


Am. Under Way 








also under the stipulation (restricted | 


to some extent) where the exhib has 


ja right to file a complaint where a | 


| distributor has arbitarily refused to 
‘license its features on the run re- 
quested. 
only independent exhibitors having 
}/no more than five theatres 
| bring such a complaint. 
35% of 23 Cases Filed 
Of the 23 cases filed with arbitra- 
tion tribunals to date, nearly 35% 
demand some run, the balance being 
clearance. There are 16 individual 
cases concerning clearance but as 
many as seven have come through 
declaring for some run. During the 
past week four cases were brought 
and three of them were for 
run, creating somewhat a 
but serving to imply that disputes 
on this angle may ultimately run in- 
to hundreds throughout the country. 
In New Orleans an exhib operat- 
ing drive-in theatres but not speci- 
fying them, brought a complaint on 
some run against Warners. He fol- 
lowéd it up several days ago by 
bringing a similar case against Para- 
mount. In other words, theory is 
that if he loses against one distri- 
butor he may win against the other. 
Under the decree the provision 
concerning some run is very definite. 
It stipulates, in part, as follows: 
‘No distributor defendant shall re- 
fuse to license its pictures for ex- 
hibition in an exhibitor’s 


some 


theatre on 
some run (to be designated by the 
distributor) upon terms and condi- 
tions fixed by the distributor which 


are calculated to defeat the purpose 
of this section, if the exhibitor can 
satisfy reasonable minimum stand- 


ards of theatre operation and is re- 
putable and 
granting of a run on any 

such exhibitor for said theatre will 
have the effect of reducing the dis- 
tributor’s total film revenue in the 


terms to | 


| Dietrich-Morosco’s 7th 


In the case pf the latter | 


may | 


surprise | 


responsible, unless the 


|competitive area in which such ex-| 


hibitor’s theatre is located 


Two new clearance complaints 
were brought during the past week 
one in the New York board. This 
concerns the River Theatre Corp. 
| operating the Central, Pear] River, 
N.Y. It asks for film day-and-date 
or at least seven days after the Pas- 
cak, Westwood, N.J., which now has 
49 days protection. Other was filed 
by the Carlson, Mayville, N.Y. at 
Buffalo, claiming the Palace and 
Winter Garden at Jamestown, N.Y. 
had too much clearance. 

Prospects of a settlement of the 
first complaint brought to 
ion, filed in Washingt 


| (Continued on 


| More Clearance 


arbitra- 
yn by the Wal- 


on 


page 20) 


| 


|Par will 


| ished ‘Murder Among Friends, 


Program of U.S. newsreels in de- 


: P | veloping closer relations with the 
petitor from getting his hands on it |} 


Latin-Americas is swinging into ac- 
tion, virtually every reel planning 
added coverage or wholesale revamp 
of their newsreel setup 


in South | 
America: One of earliest important 


assignments is that of John Dored, 
Paramount newsreel’s vet war) 
cameraman, who leaves this week | 
to place Latin-American coverage 
for Par on a more enterprising basis. | 
revamp its whole South 
American service in developing the 
good-neighbor policy for the com- 
pany. 

Both Movietonews and Pathe have 
sent special representatives to the 
Latin-American territory, former 
concentrating just now on shorts. 
News of Day shortly will assign a 
cameraman to the principal key 
cities while Universal is mulling a 
special setup of bureau men in the 
more important countries. 

Paramount has been considering 
more elaborate coverage of South 
America for some time but the as- 
signing of Dored places one of its 
ace cameramen and War correspon- 
dents on duty. Man who scored a 
beat on the invasion of Poland and 
most recently anticipated the Nazi 
drive through the Balkans by sev- 


eral months goes to Rio de Janiero | 


first. 


The newsreels have proceeded 
cautiously in treatment of the Latin- 
American setup because realizing 
there are only a limited number of 
cities and that the develop- 
f newsworthy I 


ment of 
process Several 


large 
items may be 
a slow newsreel 
companies will try doing outstanding 
original news yarns, covering about 
500 to 1,000 feet, and then building 
actual weekly 


coverage subse- 


quently 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Ray McCarey, who recently fin- 
’ gets 
the director job on ‘The Man With 


the Shovel’ at 20th-Fox, under guid- 


ance of the same associate producers, | 
Ralph Dietrich and Walter Morosco. | 


Filming starts March 24. Picture 
is the seventh on the 1940-41 program 
for Dietrich and Morosco, who were 
originally slated to produce six. 





Greek Short Via Par 

Paramount will distribute a spe- 
cially-produced short, ‘Greece Fights 
Back,’ on a rental basis to theatres, 
all proceeds to the Greek War Relief 

It was turned out by the March 


,; of Time 


have to) 


| is revenue lost by 





Philadelphia, March 12. 
The Stanley-Warner circuit is in a 
spot where it’s ‘damned if it does 
and damned if it doesn't.’ 


The chain has been blasted in re- 
, cent weeks by indie exhibs for 
| creating a ‘bottleneck’ of product 
| because of extended runs in several 
| of its first-run spots. Because War- 
; ners controls all initial-runners, the 
| long stay of pictures like ‘Philadel- 
| phia Story,’ ‘Kitty Foyle’ and others 


| had caused a log-jam of films. 


In order to break it up and speed 
up the flow of product down the line, 
Warners began pulling pictures from 
key spots after only short runs. Im- 
mediately there came a squawk from 
exchange managers. The chain was 
accused of ‘dissipating product’ and 
not getting sufficient revenue from 
high-class films. 

Last week ‘Virginia,’ which en- 
joyed long runs in, other cities, was 
yanked from the Boyd after only one 
week. At the same time ‘Cheers for 
| Miss Bishop’ also was pulled after 
| only seven days. The same thing 
| happened to ‘Western Union.’ Offi- 
|cials of Paramount and 20th Century- 
| Fox were reported to have raised a 
fuss with Warners, threatening to 
hold up desirable product unless 
|guarantees for longer runs were 


| forthcoming. 








These pictures didn’t even get sub- 
sequent runs at the Karlton and 
Keith’s, usual procedure after play- 


| ing the Boyd, Stanley or Fox, War- 


ners’ three deluxers. 

The exchanges claim that not only 
lack of playing 
time downtown, but that exhibs in 
the nabes refuse to pay ‘reasonable 
prices’ for the product because they 
haven't received enough exploitation 
jin downtown runs for the proper 
nabe buildup. 

Another factor that’s complicating 
the situash is the fact that Warners’ 
Aldine, another first-run deluxer, is 
withdrawn from active participation 
from showing pictures because it has 
been leased to Walt Disney for ‘Fan- 
tasia.’ 

William Goldman, 


lease on 


indie exhib, who 
the central-city Er- 
upon Warners’ 
quandary to build up a case for get- 
ting first-run films for the house. 


COL. INTO SALES SWING 
EARLIER FOR 1941-42 


Number 
rently 


has a 


langer, has seized 


of Columbia execs, cur- 
vacationing in the lull be- 


tween selling 


seasons, will begin to 
converge on the home office witl 
the next 10 day Company will 
then immediately begin putting on 


steam for 1941-42 contract signing, 


planning to go after exh consider- 

ably earlier th year than in the 

past as Col is not subje to consent 
; 


decree blocks-of-five selling 

Those now away are Abe Mon- 
tague, sales manager: Rube Jackete ‘ 
his assistant, and Spingold. 
| They went to Florida after attending 
|a regional sales meet in Atlanta a 
| couple weeks ago. 


NY at 
inate 


Miriam Howell Expanding 
Selznick’s N. Y. Agency 


Gradual expansion of personnel to 
make the New York office of the 
Myron Selznick agency fully operae 
tive is planned by Miriam Howell, 
who moved in as chief last week. 
Miss Howel! was formerly in charge 
of the literary department of the 
| A. & S. Lyons office, but will handle 
| all aspects of talent, properties, radio, 
| ete., for Selznick. 
| Although occupying a large suite 
| of offices in New York, Selznick 
| agency has had virtually no staff in 
the east and handled its business 
| through other agencies. 








' 
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U.S. Tax Case Vs. Schenck-Moskowitz 
Ends Its Ist Week; 


Schenck’s Statement 





JI. M. Schenck issued a brief 
but to the poin: statement at the 
start of his trial concerning his 
innocence. 

It said, ‘I enter this trial with 
complete confidence. No man 


See 2 Mos. in Court 





The fifth day of the trial of Joseph 
M. Schenck and Joseph H. Mosko- 
witz, chairman of the board and 
eastern representative of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Film Corp., respectively, 
on charges of evasion of income tax 
returns for the years 1935-37, closed 
yesterday (Tues.) in N.Y. federal 


ever complained that I did him 
any wrong, much iess have I 
ever wronged my Government.’ 





for money in N. Y. banks in Joe 
Schenck’s account. She declared | 
Schenck won $15,000 on the Roose- | 
velt election in 1936. She also gave | 
her boss, Moskowitz, a big send-off, | 
stating he worked night and day | 
covering every film, legit show, cafe | 








money to pay him, and entered the 
transaction as a sale at a loss on his 
books. 


and night club in N. Y. for talent. 
Sam Silver, Schenck’s barber, tes- 





court. Mathias F. Correa, acting 
U. S. attorney for the Southern Dis- 
trict of N. Y., is prosecuting for the 
Government. 

Yesterday (Tuesday), Chico Marx 
was called back to testify, although 
he had intended to leave for Cali- 
fornia after testifying the previous 
day. Under cross-examination of 
Harold H. Corbin, attorney for the 
defendants, Marx declared that he 
and his brother signed a Metro con- 


tract Oct. 6, 1934, which could be} 


cancelled if Irving Thalberg became 
incapacitated for four months or 


more. 

Marx testified that Joe Schenck 
had tried to get him for 20th-Fox 
prior to his signing with Metro, but 
told him the latter offer was the 
better one. Within two weeks of 
Thalberg’s death on Sept. 14, 1936, 
the Marx Brothers sent a letter to 
Metro cancelling their contract upon 
conclusion of ‘A Day at the Races’ 
which they were working on. This 
was after talks with Edward Mannix 
and Al Lichtman. At this time ne- 
gotiations were again opened with 
20th-Fox, through Schenck, in the 
latter’s office, at his home, and at 
other places the witness was unable 
to recall. 


Purpose of this sort of examina- | film cameras aboard at any time, and | 


tion by Corbin is to support heavy 
deductions for Schenck’s at-home 
and other social entertainment at an 
allowable deduction for business 
parleys, etc. 


Charges Altered Testimony 

In rebuttal to this testimony, Cor- 
rea sharply attacked the veracity of 
the witness, suggesting that Schenck 
had asked him to alter his previous 
testimony made Monday (10), when 
he declared he had not negotiated 
with Schenck after signing with 
Metro, and asking if Nicholas M. 
Schenck, brother of the defendant, 
and president of Loew’s, Inc., to 
whom the Marx Bros. were under 
contract, had not influenced the 
change in testimony. The witness 
denied the charges, and, after being 
allowed by the court to make a 
statement, declared that he had 
visited with both Schencks Monday 
evening, but no mention was made 
of the trial at all. 


Marx did declare he had told the 
Government investigator differently 
while on the Coast, but declared in 
both instances he told nothing ‘but 
the truth.” Quite a battle developed 
between defense counsel and Judge 
Grover Moscowitz over what Corbin 
called ‘sauce for the goose being 
sauce for the gander’ in implying 
that the court was allowing things 
to be placed on the record for the 
Government that was not being al- 
lowed in for the defense. [The court 
has been slapping down hard on Cor- 
bin throughout the trial and the at- 
torney has been assuming an attitude 
of harrassed and persecuted resigna- 
tion.] 

Comptroller on Stand 

John B. Codd, comptroller of 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp.’s west coast 
studio, took the stand for the second 
time after Marx left, and the testi- 
mony droned on interminably, as the 
witness discussed the transfer of 
$100,000 from Schenek’s California 
account to a N. Y. account; and dis- 
cussed two ‘mysterious’ strong boxes 
in which money was kept. Only so- 
called interesting testimony devel- 
oped by Correa was that Schenck 
lost $63,894 in gambling during 1937. 

Codd also discussed the Willie 
Bioff ‘loan’ which he declared was 
repaid in 1937. He stated that Sept. 
30, 1937, seven checks totaling $30,- 
905 were paid out by Schenck for 
gambling losses. These losses were 
charged~ to general expenses. in 
Schenck’s books. 

Catherine Sullivan, secretary to 
Joe Moskowitz, was the next witness. 

She was examined by Boris Kos- 
telanetz, of Correa’s staff, and testi- 
fied that Nick Schenck, president of 
Loew’s, and the defendant’s brother, 


tified next that he received $10 
| weekly from Schenck, and that he 
| was paid by 20th Century-Fox which 
‘in turn was reimbursed by Schenck. 
| Yast witness of the day was Dolph 
| Schadler, head of the Loew’s tax de- 
| partment, who said he has been pre- 
| paring Joe Schenck’s return since 

1937 under the direction of Mosko- 
| witz. He described the procedure of 
| marking up the return and stated he 
| received a present of $150 yearly 
from Schenck for his work. 

Codd was excused at the begin- 
ning of the testimony on Monday 
(10), to enable Victor Johnson, cap- 
tain of Schenck’s yacht; the Caro- 
line, from 1936-1938, to testify. John- 
son told of various celebrities enter- 
tained on board, carrying out de- 
fense contention that yacht was a 
business affair. 

Why a Yacht Is a ‘She’ 


Among some of the personalities 
he mentioned were Darryl Zanuck, 
Louis B. Mayer, Douglas Fairbanks, 
Sr., Louella Parsons, Constance Ben- 
nett, the Marx Bros., Irving Berlin, 
et al. An amusing point which was 
brought out under examination was 
that guests were listed as seamen if 
they were men, and as a stewardess, 
if the sex was female. Questioned 
as to whether to call a yacht it or 
i she, the captain replied gravely, “You 











i call a yacht a she, because only a she | 


lig so expensive to keep up.’ 
Johnson denied the existence of 


stated that much entertaining was 
done aboard. This*was usually done 
j at anchor close to shore, because 
‘most people get seasick at sea.’ 
Johnson declared he never knew 
that the yacht had been on a loan- 
out to 20th-Fox from July through 
September, 1937, and that he took 
his orders either from Schenck per- 
sonally or from Schenck’s secretary. 
Monday afternoon session was fea- 
tured by Harpo and Chico Marx. 
The first named testified he had 
known Schenck for 15 years and 
during 1936 had lived with him at 
| Schenck’s Hollywood home. The 
only financial transactions he had 
with the producer was losing $180 
to him during the year in poker, 
land winning $7,827 the same year 
}from Schenck in the same game. 
| Asked if it was just luck that al- 
| lowed him to roll up such large win- 
| nings, he replied that it was a ‘hand- 
| ful of aces.’ 
| Marx Bros. Go Legal 


Harpo declared that Schenck 
gambled extensively and won and 
lost large sums. The court refused 
to allow testimony to the effect that 
|Schenck entertained royally and 
| spent lavish sums of money on his 
guests, but Corbin, by implication, 
and repeated efforts, made the im- 
pression on the jury’s mind. As to 
questions about what happened on 
Schenck’s yacht, the exasperated de- 
fense attorney finally wound up ask- 
ing the witness if the yacht looked 
like a morgue at anchor. 

Chico Marx declared he knew 
| Schenck for 15-20 years and had won 
and lost to him in playing bridge. 
He corroborated his brother’s state- 





{ment concerning the lavish enter- 
|tainment and large sums gambled 
by the producer. He, too, was not 
|allowed to answer a question by 


Corbin as to whether the producer 
ever failed to pay his gambling 
debts, but again Corbin had gotten 
| across his point that Schenck never 
| cheated anyone on his losses, least 
| of all the Government. 

Trial opened Wednesday (5) be- 
fore Judge Grover Moscowitz. At 
'the outset of the hearing U. S. at- 
| torney Correa, who heads the prose- 
cution, told the court he expected the 
case to last a week to 10 days for his 
| part, while the defense estimated the 
| total of from four to six weeks. 


ing. He declared first that the sale 
of the Agua Caliente stock in Mexi- 
co, in both the racetrack and gam- 
bling casino, constituted a fraud and 
attempt on part of the defendants to 
| cheat the Government. He attempt- 
ed to prove his point by saying no 
sale was actually made, but that the 
purchasers, Roland West and William 
| Goetz, ‘never paid the $50,000 and 
the $5,000 they were supposed to,’ 





had power of attorney to sign checks; but that Schenck gave them the 


Per 


wos “* * / e! + Be 


te Si 


‘Deducted Personal Expenses’ 

| Secondly, he charged Schenck de- 
ducted all personal expenses as busi- 
ness items, mentioning Schenck’s up- 
{keep of a yacht and his gambling, 
pointing out that the Government 
will claim Schenck won heavily on 
the Roosevelt election in 1936, but 
failed to report it as a profit. 

The U. S. attorney charged it cost 
the executive, according to his re- 
turns, some $89,000 to earn $117,800 
{a statement later refuted by the de- 
| fense]. The ‘mysterious’ loan to 
Willie Bioff, the Coast labor leader, 
of $100,000 was gone into, Correa not 
making the situation very clear out- 
side of a ‘mysterious paper bag con- 
taining $100,000’ being given Schenck 
by Bioff, and the money ‘secretly’ 
hidden in a strongbox. It sounded 
like a class ‘B’ thriller, without the 
thrill. - 


Schenck’s Overpayments 
Detailed Thurs. by Corbin 


On Thursday, Corbin opened for 
the defense, the gist of which was to 
the effect that Schenck had over- 
paid the U. S. by some $165,000 for 
the three years of the indictment, 
and that the criminal prosecution 
was ‘the most outrageous thing this 
courtroom has ever seen.’ 

Corbin took some time warming 
to his task of presenting the film ex- 
ecutive’s side of the picture, but by 
the time he finished he had refuted 





opening day, and painted the Federal 
prosecution as a deliberate attempt 
to ‘hang Schenck.’ 

Then Corbin started to refute the 
U. S. charges. 
Agua Caliente stock transaction with 
Roland West. It sounded pretty mys- 
terious yesterday when Mr. Correa 
told you about it, didn’t it?’ he in- 
quired. ‘Well, it isn’t.’ 

The lawyer summarily stated the 
Casino was a gambling joint which 
had cost Schenck $403,000. When the 
Mexican government slapped down 
|on gambling, the Casino was worth- 
\less. Schenck had some 67,770 
shares. He hoped that the Mexican 
government might rescind its edict 
| but felt it would not. He spoke to 
| West, a lifelong -friend, and asked 
|him if he wanted to take a chance 
with the stock. He offered it to West 
| for $50,000 but refused to let West, 
| his friend, take a gamble. The stock 
| was not worth $50,000 unless Mexico 
allowed gambling so Schenck refused 
to accept the money from West, but 
; turned the stock over to him with 
| the proviso that if the Casino could 
| be reopened profitably, West was to 
| pay him, otherwise to forget it. Al- 
| though he never received any money 
|he entered the transaction as a $50,- 
| 000 sale on his books, and paid the 
| U. S. Government on that money 
which had never been received. He 





| deducted $170,000 as a loss on the | 


|}entire transaction in his tax returns 
| for 1935. If the Government theory 
is correct, and if Schenck never 
actually sold the stock but retains 


ownership of it, then as a total loss | 
deduct more | 


today, Schenck could 
from his 1936 tax and the balance 


would have cost the Government 
$228,000 in taxes he actually paid. 
The accusation that Lou Anger, a 


20th-Fox employee, voted the stock 
in Mexico for West to prove the 
point that the stock had never been 
| transferred, was scoffed at by Cor- 
| bin, who pointed out that Anger was 
| West’s friend for 25 years, and voted 
the stock because West was in 
Florida. 
Sale to Goetz 

The same point held true of the 
| sale of the $133,428 investment in the 
| Mexican racetrack which was sold 
|for $5,000 to Willian: Goetz. Here 
'too, Schenck refused to let Goetz. 
| his friend, take a loss, but wrote off 
|the $5,000 as though received. In 


| who paid a $52,000 tax, cheated the 
U. S. out of $190,000. The Gov- 
ernment agent after reviewing the 
| situation for the year said Schenck 
| owed $5,600 more which was prompt- 
|ly paid. Schenck in 1936 paid $257,- 
/000 and in 1937 paid $202,000. 

In 1937 it is pointed out that 
; Schenck paid a tax on $425,000 divi- 
|dends received from 20th Century- 
Fox which the Government itself 
now says is a return of capital tax to 


all Government arguments made on | 


‘First let us take the | 





Not Crazy Over Horses 


Hollywood, March 11. 
| Patricia Morison was suspended 
from Paramount’s payroll for refus- 
ing to report on the Republic lot 
as Gene Autry’s femme lead in ‘The 
Singing Hills.” Actress declared she 
didn’t like the story or the clothes. 
Virginia Dale, another Paramount 
contract player, takes over the role. 


REP’S ‘COUNTRY FAIR’ 
BY WAY OF THE LOOP 


Chicago, March 11. 

Republic picture, ‘Country Fair,’ 
is slated to be practically an all- 
Chicago production from perform- 
ers to music. Lulu Belle and Scotty, 
for years on WLS and National 
Barn Dance were originally set for 
'the picture, and last week agent 
Boyle Woolfolk placed Whitey Ford, 
another Chicago etherite in the pic- 
ture. Ford is known on the radio 
as the ‘Duke of Paducah’ and is on 
the NBC-Red web each week for 
Brown & Williamson’s ‘Plantation 
| Party’ program. 

Also set in the picture last week 
from Chicago was the new novelty 
tune, ‘Mornin’ on the Farm,’ written 
by Chicagoan Jack Elliott and pub- 
lished by the new Chi music firm, 
Russell Music, Inc. This was placed 
| through Earl Kurtze and the WLS 
Artists Bureau. 


When Did He Go? 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Columbia sent ‘The Return of Dan- 
| iel Boone’s into production with Bill 
| Elliott starring and Betty Miles in 
the femme lead. 
Lambert Hillyer directs and Leon 
| Barsha produces, 


HEAP BIG BUDGET 
Hollywood, March 11. 

Armand Schaefer draws the pro- 
duction reins on ‘Big Bonanza,’ the 
highest budgeted western of the year 
on the Republic production program. 

Peter B. Kyne’s story has been 
turned over to Ainsworth Morgan for 
screenplaying. 


























| stockholders, and not to be charged 
| against dividends. Thererore Schenck 
|is due for a refund of over $125,- 
| 000 which he paid in 1937. A total of 


| $517,000 was paid in the three-year | 


period by the executive. 
| Admittedly Lavish In 
Business Entertainment 


On the entertainment charges Cor- 
bin admitted freely that Schenck 
| entertains lavishly, but for business 
reasons. He receives a salary of 
$100,000 yearly from 20th-Fox, but in 
the three-year period made $2,014,000 
|all told. When the Government 
| charges he paid $80,000 in expenses 
| to make $100,000, 
spent $80,000 to make over $600,000. 
In 1935 his earnings were $754,000 
| and he spent $150,000 in making that 
amount. He only deducted $22,000 
as expenses of this amount or 3%, 
but the Government is not willing to 
allow him anything. 

In 1936 his earnings were $563,- 
000, and he spent $200,000 in enter- 
tainment in earning that amount of 
which he charged off $44,000 or 8%. 
with the Government willing to al- 
low only $400. 

In 1937 he earned $697,000 and 
spent over $400,000. He took $87,000 
as expenses, with the Government 
, Willing to allow only $1,600, or a 
| total allowance of $2,000 for $2,000,- 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 





000 in earnings over the three-year | 


| period. 

With the conclusion of the open- 
| ing, the first witness was sworn. 
| He was William J. O’Brien, deputy 
|tax clerk in N. Y., who identified 
| Schenck’s returns under examination 
/by Boris Kostelanetz, assistant U. S. 





| attorney (and brother of Maestro An- | 


| dre Kostelanetz). He said that in all 


Correa then swept into his open- | 1935, the indictment charged Schenck, | three years the U. S. gave Schenck 


| permission to file late. 

| Second witness was Codd? comp- 
| troller of the West Coast Studios of 
| 20th Century-Fox. He kept Schenck’s 
| books on the Coast, and told of the 
llength of his employment, how he 
secured his position,stated he knew 
|Roland West, and identified 28 
| packets of vouchers and exhibits be- 
fore the trial was put over to Friday 


(7), at which time he continued on 
| the stand. 





Hollywood, March 11. 

Those mute, inglorious Miltons, 
Gene Fowlers, Richard Harding 
Davises and etceteras who tell their 
Bunyanesque yarns in press rooms, 
saloons and around cracker barrels 
are no longer (if the metaphor can 
be scrambled) to blush unseen. War- 
ners, intent upon tracking down 
new, fresh story material, has set 
up a six-man board of scouts who 
will go after ‘new pens’ with the 
avidity of those gentlemen who 
sleuth for ‘new faces’, 

Hal Wallis thought up the idea 
after his return from a recent trip 
to see New York shows. Under the 
present method of story-finding, 
writers and yarns are sought in New 
York or Hollywood, with occasional 
buys and discoveries made through 
magazines. Wallis thinks the hinter- 
land might have something to offer 
in the way of authoring talent. 

Warners believes that there are 
hundreds of newspapermen whose 
daily reporting is filled with drama 
who would, if they had the proper 
encouragement, put the yarns they 
talk about so freely in their spare 
moments into shape for film stories, 
The six-man board will travel about 
the country, going from key cities to 
small towns, following leads and 
tips in the same manner pursued 
by talent scouts. 

All interesting possibilities will be 
run down and interviewed. If the 
tip holds up the writer will be en- 
couraged to dash off a story. The 
scouts will be traveling readers who 
know the studio’s requirements, 
They'll also help the fledgling writ- 
ers tagged for trial to fit their talents 
into picture story.form. 

Liaison between the peripatetic 
story-seekers and Wallis will be 
Walter McEwen, his story assistant. 
Wallis doesn’t think the plan can be 
proved under three months. Warners 
won't break out in a rash of new 
writer-contracts, but they'll sign 
anybody with real talent. 

‘With America more in the mar- 
ket than ever for American stories,’ 
Wallis says, ‘we mean to look for 
ours where we can find them.’ 


Battery of 31 Scribes 
Grind Out Rep. Scripts 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Scripting roster at Republic has 
been increased to 31, a new high for 
the year. Some of the scribes are 
working on the 1940-41 program and 
some are writing for next season. 

List consists cf Milt Gross, Jack 
Townley, Joseph Hoffman, Richard 
Murphy, George Carleton Brown, 
Ron Davidson, Norman Hall, William 
Lively, Joseph Poland, James O’Don- 


| nell, Harold Yates, Michael Simmons 


Lawrence Kimble, Olive Cooper, 
Theodore Reeves, Adrian Johnson, 
Sidney Sutherland, Herbert Delmas, 
Schroeder, George Yates, 
James Webb, Robert Presnell, Tay- 


it should say he| jor Caven, Ewart Adamson, Dorrell 


and Stuart McGowan, Stuart Palmer, 
George Sklar, Ainsworth Morgan and 
Lou Sarecky. 


WANGER ADDS THIRD 
FOR ’41-42 UA SLATE 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Walter Wanger’s 1941-42 produc- 
tion program for United Artists re- 





lease calls for three pictures, one 
more than his 1940-41 schedule. 
Slated to roll first is ‘Sundown,’ a 
tale of Africa authored by Barre 
Lyndon. Second is ‘Eagle Squadron,’ 
with a British war background. 


Wanger is studying three other story 
properties to choose his third starter. 
Erickson in N. Y. 

Clarence Erickson, v.p. and treas- 
urer of Wanger Productions, arrived 
in New York from the Coast on Mon- 
day (10) for two weeks of conclav- 


| ing with United Artists execs on next 
| season’s plans, 


| 
| 


\ 





Simone’s H’wood Playback 





Hollywood, March 11. 
Simone Simon, currently in New 
York, comes back to pictures in ‘A 
Certain Mr. Scratch,’ first production 
by William Dieterle for RKO release 
Thomas Mitchell, Walter Huston 
and Anne Shirley play the top roles 


| 


Warners Will Scout City Rooms And 
Writer Hangouts F or ‘After 30° Yarns 
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_ Strawberry’-O’Brien $38,000, Chi: 
Dime -Unit 17/56, ‘Invisible’ $17,000 
With Vaude, H.0/' Fatten Grosses 
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Chicago, March 11. 

Week-end was good throughout 
the town, with Saturday and Sunday 
especially solid. Weather was well- 
nigh perfect and the downtown 
streets were filled with people read 
to drop their shekels for some quick 
amusement. 

Topping the town is the Chicago 
with a combination of ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ on the screen and Pat 
O’Brien heading the stage line-up. 
Double helping of name value is a 
cinch for high coin brackets here. 

At the Oriental the trade is in 
good shape primarily on the strength 
of the stage attraction, a unit tagged 
‘Pan-American Follies.’ Has excel- 
lent word-of-mouth, and is building 
to one of the best weeks this house 
has seen in a long time. ‘Dancing 
on Dime’ holds down the screen end. 

Otherwise the town is sO-so, main- 
ly because of the many holdovers, 
meaning that the cream is off most 
of the boxoffices. Roosevelt holds 
‘Gone with the Wind,’ United Artists 
continues with ‘Come Live with Me,’ 
and ‘Fantasia’ stays on with its re- 
served-seat run in the Apollo. Dis- 
ney opus has been doing great on 
week-ends, but matinees and week- 
nights are slipping badly. 

‘Back Street’ and ‘La Zonga’ com- 
bination finished three great weeks 
at the Palace yesterday (Monday) 
and was replaced with double bill 
headed by ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (3d wk). 
Matinees are slack and week-nights 
could be better, with the weekends 
figuring as the real punch of the ses- 
sion. However, total good at $12,000, 
after fine $13,400 last week. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and stage 
show. Pat O’Brien headlining on the 
rostrum. Fine b.o. combo that heads 
for $38,000, neat. Last week ‘Tall, 
Dark’ (20th) and ‘Vanities’ unit on 
stage snagged healthy $35,200. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Victory’ (Par). Just another week 
in the offing at $4,000. Last week 
‘Western Union’ (20th) took all right 
$5,100 for second loop session. 


Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Dancing Dime’ (Par) and ‘Pan 
American Follies’ on stage. Unit is 
accounting for plenty of business, 
and will manage fine $17,500 for the 
week. Last week ‘Comrade X’ (M-G) 
and Muriel Page and Don Pedro or- 
chestra, fat $17,800. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66)— 
*Back Street’ (U) and ‘La Zonga’ 
(RKO) (3d and final wk). Had an 


excellent run of it, and was handled 
niftily by the front office. Taking 
bang-up $10,000 for final session, 
after brilliant $12,200 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk). Going 
along to healthy trade: 
home $11,000 for the current session, 
after a snappy $15,400 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U) and vaude. 
Milt Britton orchestra and Patricia 
Ellis on stage. Combination is get- 
ting the coin, and will manage $17,- 
000, fine. Last week ‘Night Train’ 
(20th) and Ray Herbeck band unit 
on stage, smacking $18,700. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75 )—‘Come Live’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding to $10,000, a strength- 
ening of pace after a so-so take of 
$12,700 last week. 


‘NIGHT’ 86, ‘TOBACCO’ 
$7,300, IN MILD K. C. 


Kansas City. March 11. 

Leading entries this week are 
‘Tobacco Road,’ doing good but not 
exceptional at the Esquire and Up- 
town, and ‘So Ends Our Night’ as top 
of a dual bill at the Midland. 

Newman is showing ‘Hard Boiled 
Canary’ and ‘Life With Henry,’ and 
breaking its months-long string of 
singlé features. Bill doing only 
fair and moves out after six days, 
with ‘Footsteps in the Dark’ re- 
placing today (11). 
having a second week (with ‘Play 
Girl’ as partner) at the Orpheum, 
— continues to hold its good night 
play. 

_Pictures had some heavy oppo- 
sition in the Hamid-Morton indoor 
circus for five days in the auditorium 
under sponsorship of the police ben- 








efit fund. Return of the ‘Ice Ca- 
a for three days slated this 
week, 


Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2.043; 10-28-44 )—'To- 
bacco Road’ (20th). Getting a nice 
Dlay and stands a chance of ex- 
tended playing time after $7,300, 
very acceptable. Last week, ‘West- 
ern Union’ (20th) playing a_ hold- 
over week. could do no better than 
1 fair $4,700. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 


Will bring | 


‘High Sierra’ is | 


‘if 


—Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
Latin’ (Col). Somewhat over aver- 
age $8,000. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ 
(M-G), ditto. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Hard Boiled Canary’ (Par) 
and ‘Henry’ (Par) dualled, breaking 
usual single-feature policy here. 
None too strong, and closed Monday 
(10) after six days. Fair $4,800. 
‘Footsteps in Dark’ opens solo today 
(11). Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
(2d wk), was favorable though not 
large, $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Giving good ac- 
count of itself at $5,500, after in- 
itial week grabbed a neat $8,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep), with stage 
bill headed by Pepito. Good $6,600. 
Last week, ‘Night Train’ (20th) with 
Pinky Tomlin orchestra on stage, 
rolled along to nice $7,000. 


HARDY $13,000 
HEADS DULL 
CINCY 


Cincinnati, March 11. 

Ace tugger currently is ‘Andy 
Hardy’s Private Secretary’ with a 
hefty mark for the Palace. “Tobacco 
Road’ is fetching a fairly good gross 
at the Albee, but not as much as was 
expected in view of play’s long suc- 
|cess and extra advertising. Grand is 
quiet with ‘Trial of Mary Dugan.’ 
‘Strawberry Blonde,’ among the 
holdovers, is racking up a _ swell 
third-week take for Keith's. 

Combo Shubert is having a let- 
down on ‘Golden Hoofs’ and the 
‘Screwballs of 1941’ unit following 
season’s smash b.o. last week by 
Glenn Miller. 

Main stem’s biz by and large this 
week is several lengths back of last 
week. No weather how! in first half. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Fairly good 
$11,000, yet below expectations in 
face of extra ad campaign and popu- 
larity of stage play. Last week, 
‘Ends Night’ (UA), $7,000, lowest for 
a long time. 
| Capito! (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Nice Girl’ (U). Switched from Pal- 
}ace for second week. Fair $4,000. 
|Same last week for ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
| (2d run). 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
| ‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO) and ‘Be- 
| hind Mask’ (Col), split with ‘Devil 
| Gommende’ (Col) and ‘Arkansas 
| Judge’ (Rep). Steady $2,100. Ditto 
|last week on ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) 
; and ‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO), divided 
with ‘Riding Rainbow’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Secret Evidence ’(Ind). 
| Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). Poor $3,000. 
| Last week, ‘You're the One’ (Par), 
| mild $4,000. 
| Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Holding 
over for second week after move- 
over from Palace. Swell $4,000. Last 
week, socko $6,000. Pic fetched an 
excellent $12,000 in first seven days 
at Palace. 
| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
‘Virginia’ (Par) (3d run). Fair $3,- 
1000. Last week, ‘Western Union’ 
| (20th) (3d run), six days, slow $2,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
| ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Great 
| $13,000. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 
| good $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 
|‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th) and ‘Screw- 
| balls of 1941’ unit. Fair $11,000. Last 














| week, ‘La Zonga’ (U) and Glenn 
Miller’s band, season’s high with 
$18,000. 





‘VA,’ $7,400 IN PORT.; 
‘GONE’ 3D STRONG 86 


Portland, Ore., March 11. 
Best opener is ‘Virginia’ playing to 
| good returns at the big Paramount, 
with ‘Play Girl’ and ‘Blondie’ combo 
doing okay for the Orpheum. 

All Parker houses holding, with 
‘Wind’ at the Broadway still topping 
takes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 45-55) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G), Still doing a wow 
job in its third week. Looks like 
high $8,000. Second week went to 
| great $11,000. 
| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50 )—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Rac- 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 13 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(22d wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(18th wk). 

Capitol —‘Andy Hardy’s Pri- 
vate Secretary’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘The Roundup’ 
(Par). 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ 
(12th wk). 

Hollywood—Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (12). 

Music Hall—‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 15) 

Paramount —‘The Lady Eve’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Mr. 
(12). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(12). 

Roxy — ‘That Night 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Footsteps in the Dark’ 
(WB) (14). 

(Reviewed in Variery March 5) 

Week of March 20 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(23d wk). 

Broadway— Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(19th* wk). 

Capitol — ‘Rage 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety March 5) 

Criterion — ‘Monster and the 
Girl’ (Par). 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ 
(13th wk). 

Hollywood—‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Parameunt—‘Hard-Boiled Ca- 
nary’ (Par) (19). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 26) 

Roxy —‘That Night in Rio’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 

Strand—‘Footsteps in the Dark’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


(UA) 


(20th) 


Dynamite’ (U) 


in Rio’ 


(UA) 


of Heaven’ 


(20th) 














ing along in its fifth week to good 
$3,500. Fourth week was better than 
usual for this house with nice $4,000. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) —‘Play Girl’ (RKO) 
and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) with vaude. 
Okay $5,300. Last week, ‘You're the 
One’ (Par) single-billed with Gary 
Nottingham’s band on stage, great 
$6,700. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50) —‘Virginia’ (Par) 
and ‘Shayne Detective’ (20th). In 
line for strong $7,400. Last week, 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Saint 
Palm Springs’ (RKO), closed a sec- 
ond stanza to satisfactory $5,200. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Pas- 
tor Hall’ (UA). Second week doing 
average $3,500. First week, big $5,000. 


TOBACCO LEADS 
STRONG BUFF, 
$15,000 


Buffalo, March 11. 

Grosses here are still up and 
coming. Current going is brisk, and 
with all screens offering a mixed 
field of solid film fare, the b.o.s are 
showing the stanchest kind 
drawing power. 

It’s a case of duals everywhere 
this week. ‘Tobacco’ and ‘Live with 
Me’ are nicely out in front for com- 
fortable money levels, while ‘Vir- 
ginia’ and ‘Strawberry Blonde’ are 
following satisfactorily, and not too 
far behind. 

Estimated for This Week 








of | 





Bliz Bofis B way But Best B.0. Road 
Leads to ‘Rio, a Very Carioca $45,000: 
‘Hardy, Marxes-Reichman 186 Each 


A combination of factors, all com- 
ing at once, is creating a minor panic 
in the downtown New York theatres 
with but a couple exceptions and in 
those cases they would also be doing 
better if the cards weren’t stacked 
against the street as a whole. The 
managers place the weather at the 
top of the list in considering the 
handicaps. Friday’s snowstorm, inter- 
fering badly with traffic, came just 
in time to mess up the weekend. 
Little business from the suburbs was 
believed to have been snared. Then 
on Monday (10) the bus strike came 
along, adding to the trouble. On top 
of all this, Lent and income tax are 





last night (Tues.) in spite of current 
drawbacks. Windup session begins 
today (Wed.). First seven days sock 
$51,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55,85-99-$1.65)—‘So Ends Our Night’ 
(UA) and stage show (2d-final 
week). Got $78,000 the first week, 
satisfactory, but suffering from con- 
ditions on holdover plus fact film is 
not of unusual strength and lucky if 
$60,000. ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ 
(UA) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Ellery 
Queen’s Penthouse Mystery’ (Col), 
| Mild $5,000 indicated. ‘Danderous 
Game’ (U), only $3,000 on four days, 





to be considered. { Fog Boston Blackie’ (Col) was 
Attendance on Monday (10) in the | $ a (2,092: 55-77-99) — ‘Meet 
downtown area is believed to have) John Doe’ (W-B). Day-and-dating 


set a new low for that day but the 
Roxy still got $4,500 on the day, 
which is good but normally it would 


have been more. | though still in the pop-price column, 
‘That Night in Rio’ opened Satur-/ Riv’s regular top is 99c, but morning 
day (8) and upset most dope by do-/|and mat prices are less, ranging from 
ing over $20,000 on the weekend. On, 35c a.m.’s up. ‘Back Street’ (U) 
the week the film should hit about | went four weeks here, showing OK 
$45,000, making it by far the town's | profit, but final seven days hurt; only 
leader. ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Sec- | $10,000. 
retary,’ also new to the street, is|_ Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85)—‘That 
very disappointing. From indica-| Night in Rio’ (20th) and stage show, 
tions it will be only $18,000 or a bit Held down by weather, Lent, c.-:., 
above, yet the Capitol will hold it, >ut still doing big at $45,000, and 
over in the hopes that relenting con-| Starts second week Saturday (15). 
ditions will give it a boost. | Final nine days on run of 16 for 
Holdovers are off sherply but | Tobacco Road’ (20th) was $30,000, 
‘Lady Eve » with A sane chine ee | considerably under hopes on _ hold- 


A : over. Fine first week of $47,000 
Paramount, is not so noticeably af-! clocked, however. 
fected as the others. Finishing its| State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
second week last night (Tues.) at 


; : \‘Go West’ (M-G) (2d run) and 
$38,000, this compares with $51.000; vaudeville. Public jilting house 
the first seven cays. Final week be- | again, only about $18,000, light, seen, 
gins todav (Wed.). 


Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) (2d run), 


with the Hollywood, which is re- 
turned to pictures, opens here to- 
night (Wed.) at boosted admissions, 


‘So Ends Our Night’ will be lucky, plus Bill Bardo, George Givot, 
to hit $60.000 on its current (2d)! others, under $17,000, bad. 
week, ending tonight (Wed.), a sharn| Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99)— 


decline, while ‘Strawberrv Blonde’ 
and the Raymond Scott Quintet is| mond Scott (3d-final week). 
meeting with much interference at} what downhill at $22,000 on the bow- 
about $22.000 on this, its third, week | out session, but with second week 
at the Strand. | bringing $34,000 and the first $47,000 
The State again lacs away behind | plenty of black is recorded on the 
with ‘Go West.’ which has been gen- | run, ‘Footsteps in Dark’ (WB) and 
erally mediocre throuchout the coun-| Ben Bernie arrive Friday morning 
try. Vaude bill includes the Jne/ (14). 
Reichman orchestra, Block and Sully 
and Songwriters on Parad>. House | ¢ 7H1 A DY’ 
will be lucky to hit a pallid $18000. | PRIVATES 956, ‘H R 
New shows coming in are headed | 


| $9,000, OMAHA NORMAL 


Omaha, March 11. 


| ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and Ray- 
Some- 





by ‘Meet John Doe’ which opens to- 
night (Wed.) at both the Rivoli and 
Hollywood at tilted admissicns. 
Prices will be 55c to 1, 77c to 6 and 


99¢ to closing weekdays: 54¢ ty 1 77c| ‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary’ 
to 3 and 99c to closing Saturdays-| plus ‘Blonde Inspiration’ at the 
Sundays. P Omaha taking a small proportionate 

On Wednesday (26) Paramount| business lead of the town. Pair 


opens ‘I Wanted Wings’ at the Astor 
on a roadshow rin at $2 ton. with 14 
shows weekly. Company is revorted 
spending $25 000 on advance and first 
week. It will be Par’s first roadshow 
picture {n some vears 
Hall brings in ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ tomorrow (Thurs.), while the 
Strand on Fridav in ‘Foot- 
steps in Dark’ and Ben Bernie 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 


| should get $9,000 or slightly better, 
| while ‘Buck Privates’ and ‘You're the 
One’ at the Orpheum are doing a 
fairly good $9,500. Brandeis went 
into the second week of ‘Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith’ plus ‘The Case of the 
Black Parrot,’ good for $3,200, a 
fancy figure for the h.o. attempt. 
Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G). Nice 


sishers 


$2.20)—"Dictator’ (UA) (22d week). | 57,00. Last week, ‘Son Cristo (UA) 
Last week (21st), $11,000, medium.| 40° og » hittie der $8,000 hee 
Goes out Sunday (23) with house to Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 
7 eggs = Be meas Hn A 40 )}—‘Buck Privates’ (U) and "You're 
(26) ’ ; ° pee lee the One’ (Par). Will get no better 
° P ong ; « ing 
s Brondway (1.905; 55-75-$1.101 45-| han $0.50, If that much,-motnin to 
.20)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (18t as : ast re . wen 
week). Down a couple pegs last Union’ (20th) and ‘Red Hair’ (WB), 





week (17th) to $20,000, but still good | 2Pove-average $12,000 for nine days, 
profit. | but still not as big as expected, with 


Capitol (4,520: 35-55-85-$1.10-$1. | this town the locale of the picture. 
ee 5-55-85 -$ $1.25) Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 


—Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Failing to| 


show any speed, only $18,000 or some | 29-35-40) — ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
lover. Holds, however, with possibil- | (RKO) and ‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d 
|ity of a pickup. Last week ‘Come| WK). Healthy $3,200. First week, 


| 


big $6,700. 


Live With Me’ (M-G) under $20,000, 
| State (Goldberg) 


also very unwelcome. (900; 10-20-25)— 


‘ ae She Criterion (1.662: 98-44-55-65)— | Love Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Chad Han- 
' Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— ‘Roundup’ (Par). Open: ite nen’ i na’ (20th), split with ‘Arise Love’ 
Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Liberty’ | (Wed.) following séven days of| (Par), ‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep) and 
(M-G). Nicely mixed card should | «yary pusan’ (M-G). a weakie at| Youth Served’ (20th). Expected to 
get up around good $12,000. Last | $5500. Previously “Mad Doctor’| turn in a pretty fair $900. Last week, 
week, ‘Western Union’ (20th) and (Par) did pretty well, $8,000 ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Great 
Girl News (20th), failed to wed Globe (1,180: 28-35-55 )—‘Night | Profile’ (20th ), split with ‘Girl 91° 
we eee ee See eee | Train’ (20th) (11th week). Tapering | (Col), ‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 


—‘Tobacco Road’ (Fox) and ‘Sleep- | $5,000 mark and will hold a 
Takings on the | stanza 


ers West’ (Fox). 
aes and may go as high as $15,- 
000. 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ 
sturdy. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Vir- 
ginia’ (Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par) (2d 


Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) andj John 
(M-G), $8,500, | night 


| 


|} same prices which represent an in-| Town’ (UA). 


off but Night Tropics’ (U), good $1,000. 

12th; Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
Last week (10th), $7.000. |—‘Plane Robbery’ (Col), ‘Charter 
Hollywood (1,454; 55-77-99)—‘Meet | Pilot’ (20th) and ‘Night Tropics’ (U), 
Doe’ (WB). Opens here to-| triple, split with ‘Pinto Kid’ (Col), 
(Wed.) simultaneous with aj| ‘World Flames’ (Par), and ‘Cowboy 
consecutive run at the Rivoli at the| Star’ (Col), ‘Nanette’ (RKO), ‘Our 
Around $1,000, which 


Last week, ‘Bullion City’ 


expected to get over the! 


crease for the Riv. Hollywood closed | is average. 


run). Sailing along for nice second | down Sunday night (9) with a ballet | (U), ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th), ‘Sandy 
run session. Around $8,000. Last | show. | Man’ (U), split with ‘Wildcat Tuc- 
week, ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and| Palace (1.700: 20-35-55)—'Mr. and son’ (Col), ‘Westerner’ (UA) and 
‘Streets of Paris’ on stage, with stage |Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d run) and/| ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO), comfortable 
show receivin~ major credit, trapped | ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (reissue), | $900. 
close to slick $12,000. | doubled. Open today (Wed.) after Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) | week of ‘Buck Privates’ (U) and|berg) (950: 300; 600: 25)—‘Love 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ |‘Honeymoon for Three’ (WB), both| Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Chad Hanna’ 
(Col) (2d wk). Tapering on hold- !2d run, at fair $7.600. Behind these; (20th), split with ‘Youth Served’ 


over, but okay at $6,500. Last week 
over $10,000. 
20th Century (Dipson) (3,900; 30- 


44)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and | 


‘Black Parrot’ (WB). 
hefty. Last week 
(Rep) and Count 


good $7,500. 


Around $9,500, 
‘Bowery Boy’ 
Basie on stage, 


enoucr 


‘Western Union’ (20th) (2d run) and 


(20th), ‘Arise Love’ (Par) and ‘Char- 
‘Meet Chump’ (U) (lst run), $7,200, 


ter Pilot’ (20th). Okay $1,000, but a 


| mild. trifle under average. Last week, 

Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99)— | ‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Flight Com- 

|‘Lady Eve’ (Par) and Tony Pastor,| mand’ (M-G), split with ‘Rhvthm 

Ella Logan. Ben Blue (3d-final'| River’ (Par) ‘Barnyard  Fo"lies’ 

week). A strong b.o. entry and good! (Ren) and ‘Nicht Tropics’ (U), better 
u al nel ‘F 1 . » | *4 ai ‘, 


at $38.000 on «ce 
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10 PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 12, 1941 





Total Mpls. B.O. Less Than 316; 
‘Hudson -Vaude $8.000, ‘WU 8G 








Minneapolis, March 11. 

Judging by the way they're sink- 
ing, grosses here have hit a bottom- 
less pit. They're on the skids with 
a vengeance and, currently, the total 
loop haul will be puny. | 

Plenty of causes are advanced for, 
the drop. Basic industrial condi-}| 
tions have been none too healthy. | 
There are many other adverse fac- | 
tors with which to contend—Lent, | 
impending income tax payments, un- | 


7 


20-25) — ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and 
‘Remedy Riches’ (RKO). ‘Hall’ film 
is much in the conversations, and is 
lifting the take to a high $2,700, or 
better. Last week, ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col) and ‘Kit Carson’ (UA), slow 
$1,700. 


Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- | 
Didn’t get | 
won't cut} 


25-40)—‘Adam’ (Col). 
started very well, and 
much ice at $2,600. Last 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), 


week, 
$3,300, 


expectedly large fuel expenditures , all right. 


due to the long drawn out winter, | 
indoor circus which | 


the Shriners’ 
reached into local pocketbooks to the 
tune of more than $30,000 the past 
week, and the ‘Ice Follies’ which 
will extract another $80,000 or more 
the ensuing fortnight. So it's little 
wonder that the alibi boys have 
much to talk about. 

Orpheum again has a stage show 
headache. Jane Froman and Gray 
Gordon’s orchestra head a_ swell 
in-person array, with ‘Hudson’s Bay’ 
for screen support. Yet box-office 
returns aren't anywhere nearly com- 
mensurate. 

Spotlight grabbing film newcomer 
is ‘Western Union’ at the State where 
it’s setting a moderately fast clip. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), dual first-runs. In for five 
days, and should reach pretty good 
$1,500. ‘Devil commands’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Chump’ (U), also dual first- 
runs, open Thursday (13). Last week, 
‘Behind Mask’ (Col) and ‘Make 
Music’ (RKO). dual first-runs, split 


with ‘Along Rio Grande’ (RKO) and) 


‘Father’s Son’ (WB), also dual first- 
runs, okay $2,000. 

Century (‘Par-Singer) (1.600; 28- 
39-44)—‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (Col) 
(2d wk). Moved here from State 
and headed for good $5,200. Last 
week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) (2d wk), good 
$5,000. 

wopher (Par-Singer) 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Strong at- 
traction for this house and should 


stretch to nice $3,000. Last week, | 


‘Road Show’ (UA) split with ‘Shayne 
Detective’ (20th), light $2,000. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800: 28- 
44-55)—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and 
stage show with Jane Froman and 
Gray Gordon band. Tip-top stage 
line-up and strong picture for vaud- 
lm. May climb beyond light $8.000. 
Last week, ‘You’re the One’ (Par) 
and International Casino Revue on 
Stage, $8,600, bad. 


State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—'Western Union’ (20th). Going 
along at profitable pace in general 
direction of good $8.000. Last week. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO), $8,700. 
good, 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO). First nabe 


(998: 28)—|} 


28-39 )— | 





TOBACCO’ SOCK 


306, DET. 


} 


DANDY 





auiebibe 
| 

Detroit, March 11. 

| Lent hasn’t made itself felt here 
| because grosses in the downtown 
houses this week are vaulting far 
above normal. Fox has shot up to a 
start on “Tobacco Road,’ which over 
ithe weekend topped the similar 
_ period on ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ to what 
| promises to be double the house’s 
regular income, the kind of figures 
the bigger stage shows have reached 
here. The house continues with its 
policy of soloing its main feature at 
night, although afternoons “Tobacco’ 
Road’ is coupled with ‘Murder 
Among Friends.’ 

Michigan will be way up there, 
too, with Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on 
the stage and ‘Four Mothers’ as the 
screen end. It reflects the volicy of 
the houses here which brings in the 
strongest bills available for early 
Lent to start wearing down the fan 
resistance. 

Other houses have matched up 
their holdovers with fresh fare to cut 
in on the business. Adams has held 
‘Western Union’ for a second week 
after it did two at the Fox, and has 
| added to it ‘Adam Had Four Sons,’ 
last week’s topper at the Fox. 

Palms-State hangs on to ‘Virginia,’ 
| which just finished two weeks at the 
| Michigan, and freshens up the bill 
| with ‘Victory.’ Other two holdovers 
| are ‘Gone With the Wind,’ still show- 
| ing vitality in its fourth week at the 
| United Artists, and ‘Fantasia’ which 
| has started to slip in its fourth week 
| at the Wilson. 


Estimates for This Week 


showing. Looks for profitable $3,000.| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
Last week, ‘Tin Pan Alley’ (20th),|—‘Western Union’ (20th) (4th wk) 
first nabe showing, good $3,200. | and ‘Adam’ (Col) (Al wk). House is 
World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350;|¢Xtracting plenty out of 
28-39-44-55) — ‘Virginia’ (Par) (3d| taken over from Fox in relays, with 
wk). Moved here from Century} 2.strong $8,000 indicated. Last week, 
after good $5,000 week there, follow- | ‘Western Union’ and ‘La Zonga’ (U), 
ing pretty good $6,800 in seven days | gleaned $7,500. 
at the State. Moderate $1,500 in| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
prospect. Last week, ‘Flight Destiny’ | 55) — ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 


pictures | 


(WB) (2d wk), disappointing $1,200. | ‘Murder 


‘PASTOR’ GOOD $2,700, 





LINCOLN; OTHERS SLOW). micnigan, (unites Detsoit) 4000: | 





Lincoln, Neb., March 11. 

‘Pastor Hall’ is providing the color 
at the b.o. here this week, all other 
pix moving slowly. ‘Hall’ opened 
with a bang at the cheap-priced 
Variety, and the tempo never let go. 
Tt has prospects of bettering $2,700 
or about double the average take of 
the house. 

‘Hudson’s Bay’ took it easy, and 
‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home’ with a local 
talent show on the stage, is only 
moderate. ‘Adam Had Four Sons‘ 
also light. 


Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
750: 10-15) — ‘Along Rio Grande’ 
(RKO) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), split with 
‘Prairie Schooner’ (Col) and ‘Married 
Love’ (RKO). Fair $800. Last week. 
‘Texas Terrors’ (Rep) and ‘Wildcat 
Bus’ (RKO), split with ‘Robin Hood 
Pecos’ (Rep) and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.503: 
10-25-40) — ‘Kildare Home’ 
with amateur (local) show on stage. 
About $3,100, if lucky, and that's only 
fair. Last week, ‘Western Union’ 
(20th), with Nebraska setting ac- 
counting for a good take here, $3,900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Spy Murder’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ear] Carrols’ (Par). So- 
so $1,800. Last week, ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G) and ‘La Zonga’ (U), slow 
$1,700. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.884: 
10-25-40) — ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th). 
Getting around $3,500. wb%ch is about 
even monev. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G), neat $3,800. 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 


(M-G) | 


Among Friends’ (20th). 
| Shooting high with better than 

| huge $30,000 indicated. Last week, 
| ‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Shayne Detective’ 


30-40-55 )—‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and 
Earl Carroll’s Vanities’ on stage. 
Getting a rush, with a big $24,000 
|coming up. Last week, ‘Virginia’ 
(Par) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par) (2d 
wk), good $13,500 after dandy $18,500. 
| Palms-State (United Detroit) 
| (3,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
and ‘Victory’ (Par). Former taken 
from Michigan and freshened with a 
first-run. Looks for strong $11,000. 


Last week. ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) and | 


‘Sierra’ (WB) (3d wk) spurted up on 
Academy award interest to a choice 
$9,000. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 

(2,000; 40c to 4 p.m.: 55¢ evenings: 
40c to noon Saturdays)—‘Gone’ (4th 
wk). Rolling up $14,000 after $18,000 
last week. 
| Wilson (2,000; weekday mats 75c 
and $1.10; weekend mats and nights, 
$1.10 and $1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
Has been up and down, but seems 
| ae with $9,000 after $15,000 last 
| week, 





“ONE’-BOWES UNIT 146, 
DENVER; ‘HARDY’ 116 


Denver, March 11, 


. : ‘ | 
Business continues on the bright 


|side here. Best gross, among numer- 
|ous strong figures, is being registered 
}at the Denham via ‘You're the One’ 
| coupled with a Major Bowes unit. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1.400; 25-40)— 
|‘Nice Girl’ (U) after a week at the 
Denver, fine $4,500. Last week, 


‘Western Union’ (20th), after a week 


Snow-Lent Hurt Philly, but Tobacco’ 
16446, ‘Smith’ $15,700, Chaplin 146, OK 


vy, 


at the Denver, $4,300. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Play Girl’ 
(RKO), after a week at the Or- 
pheum, fair enough $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Gone’ (M-G), good $4,500. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—"You're the One’ (Par) and 
Bowes unit. Solid $14,000, with 


attesting the 
Last week, 


numerous standouts 
drawing power here. 
‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and 
Girl’ (Par), packed the house to a 


smasho $14,000, even beating the 
opening week on ‘Virginia’ two 
| weeks previous. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 


‘Strawberry. Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col). Healthy $10,- 
'500. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 
i good $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
|_'Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Liberty’ (M-G). Strong $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), nice $10,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40 )— 


‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Very respectable 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Maizie Lady 


‘(M-G) and ‘Wild Man_ Borneo’ 
(M-G), nice $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘West- 
ern Union’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘West with Peppers’ (Col). Good 
$2,100. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U), 
after a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Out of Luck’ (Mono), 
: Okay $2,300. 


‘HARDY -VAUDE 
236 IN D.C. BLIZ 


Washington, March 11. 

Heaviest snow and blizzard in 15 
years played havoc with weekend, 
| but the b.o. staged a comeback Sun- 
\day and most spots look to finish in 
lithe money. Easy tops is ‘Andy 
Hardy's Private Secretary,’ playing 
at the Capitol, Loew’s big vaude 
house. Other vauder, WB’s Earle, is 
second with ‘Adam Had Four Sons,’ 
closely pushed by Palace, Loew’s ace 
straight pic showplace, with ‘West- 
ern Union.’ 

Tops in the h.o. field, and winning 
hands down, is ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
lat Keith's, roaring through second 
| week and headed for a third. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
lvaude. Leading town with hand- 
lsome $23,000. Last week, ‘Come 
Live’ (M-G) can thank Stewart- 
Lamarr for beating off cool notices 
|for good $20,000, 
| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d run), Stew- 











| 


art’s Academy award sending return | 


downtown engagement soaring to 
strong $6,000. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) (2d run), weak $3,200. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
|\‘Adam’ (Col) and vaude. Satisfac- 
tory $14,000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ 
(WB), okay $14,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55) —‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ 
Holding to strong $11,000. Last week 
same pic took swell $14,000. 
| Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Arizona’ 
|(Par) (2d wk). -Back downtown 
|after nice week at Earle, and will 
|hit average $4,500. Last week, 
|‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d run), 
| hefty $6,000. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 
'‘Western Union’ (20th). Adequate 
| $13,000. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ 


| (UA), light $11,000. 


BLIZZARD CRIMPS PROV.; 
| TOBACCO’ K.0. $10,000 


Providence, March 11. 

Near record snowfall Saturday (8) 
ruined matinee biz and put a sizeable 
crimp in evening take. City highway 
| department ordered ban on parking 
in the downtown area after 4 p.m. so 
that streets could be cleaned. 

Despite the storm, obvious strength 
of ‘Tobacco Road’ at Majestic, and 
|‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ at RKO Albee, 
| promise holdovers. Other spots so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2.200; 28-39-50)— 
|‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Little Men’ (RKO). Showing promise 
|for swell $8.000. Last week, ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) and ‘Invisible Woman’ 
(U) (3d wk), nifty $6,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
| 50)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
|*‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Hurt badly by storm, and fair $2,500 
| looks tops. 
| Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Father’s 
| (WB) (2d run), good $2.800. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 25-35)—‘Along 
| Rio Grande’ (RKO) and vaude. Not 
' too strong, but fair $5,500. Last week, 
| ‘Robin Hcg Pecos’ (Rep) and Sing- 
|ers Midgets on stage. swell $7.000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Mr. No- 
body’ (WB). Proving hefty grosser, 
warranting holdover with knockout 
$10.000 in sight. Last week, ‘Nice 











Son’ 


‘Monster | 


(RKO) (2d wk). | 


Last week, ‘Strawberry | 








Gir’ (U) and ‘Murder 
| Friends’ (20th), good $7,500. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
| ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 
| Inspiration’ (M-G). Paced at fairish 
| $10,000. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ 
(M-G), swell $15,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Hard Boiled Canary’ (Par) and 
| ‘Rangers Ride’ (Par). Weak, and 
| looking for only so-so $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Girls 21’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), nifty $6,800. 


NIGHT -‘MAISIE 
$31,500 IN 
BOSTON 


Boston, March 11. 

‘So Ends Our Night’ is bullish at 
the Orpheum and State this week, 
and Cab Calloway on the RKO-Bos- 
ton stage is aiming at second money 
with ‘Meet the Chump’ on the 
screen. ‘Footsteps in the Dark’ is 
'doing medium trade at the Metro- 
politan, 
Estimates for This Week 


| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55)— 
i‘Meet Chump’ (U) with Cab Callo- 
way unit on stage. Heading for 
| healthy $14,060. Last week ‘Secret 
| Evidence’ (Prod) and ‘Petticoat Poli- 
'tics’ (Rep), with stage show, four 
| days; and ‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frank- 
;enstein’ (U) (both re-issues), three 
| days, so-so $7,200. Starting March 17 
{this house will play vaude both 
| halves of the week, 

| Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 
|55)—‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) = and 
|‘Great Nobody’ (WB). Pallid $4,000 
| indicated. Last week ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
jand ‘Ride Kelly’ (20th) (both con- 
} tinued run from Met) with personal 
| appearances by Stirling Hayden, 
ivery good $6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and 
‘Playgirl’ (RKO), holdover for five 
|days. Tepid $8,000. Last week, same 
|duo turned in good $16,000. ‘Back 
| Street’ opens here today (11). 
| Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75-$1.10- 
| $1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th wk). 
|Looks good for $13,500. Last week 
| $14,000. Hinterland promotional ef- 
{forts are bringing in the long-dis- 
tance biz. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
| 44-55)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Gold- 
jen Hoofs’ (20th). Eking out a slow 
‘Strawberry 
‘Monster Girl’ 


Among 




















Last week 
Blonde’ (WB) and 
he $20,000, big. 


| $13,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 28-39-44- | 


| 55 \—‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G). Very socko $17,500 on 
the way. Last week ‘Philadelphia’ 
(M-G) and ‘Road Show’ (UA) (2d 
het whammo $19,300 easily worth 
a third stanza, but backlog of prod- 
luct forced it out. 

Paramount 
|44-55)—‘Flight Destiny’ 
“Great Nobody’ (WB). So-so $6,000 
fait. Last week ‘Virginia’ (Par) and 
‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th) (both continued 
run from the Met), with personal ap- 


(M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 


(WB) and 


nice $8,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 28-39-44-50) 
— ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) and ‘Mad 
Doctor’ (Par) (both 2d run). Should 
hit around $5,000, big. Last week 
|*You’re the One’ (Par) and ‘Western 
Union’ (20th) (both 2d run), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G). Flashy $14,000. Last 
| week ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Road 
Show’ (UA) (2d wk), $15,400, dandy. 


'Seattle’s Blackout 
Blitzes the B.0., 











Seattle, March 11. 

Seattle's blackout, the first in any 
|major U. S. city, was staged last Fri- 
‘day night and put a very bad dent 
into the theatre biz. Folks stayed 
;out on scenic heights to view the 
fade-out and relighting, or parked 
at side of their radios at home. All 
told, Friday’s b.o. was below that of 
| Thursday. Showmen here hope that 
if there are to be any more blackout 
a the authorities will pick 
some day which is less har 
the film trade. wiaintia 

Despite the debacle of Friday, 
however, grosses manage to stay on 
the strong side. Leader is ‘Tobacco 
| Road,’ which is piling up a brilli 
| $9,300 at the Fifth Ave. maa 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 

(850; 30-40-50)—Hardy’s Secretary’ 
(Continued on page 23) 








28-39-44- | 





pearances by Stirling Hayden, very | 


But ‘Tobacco’ $9,300 


”~ 





Philadelphia, March 11. 
Combination of North Pole weather, 
which played a repeat engagement 
here over the weekend, and the Len- 
ten season is giving deluxer manage- 

ment plenty of headaches this sesh, 


Letup of blizzard on Monday {g 
easing the situation somewhat, and 
all may not be lost. Standing up 
best against the twin hurdles jg 
‘Great Dictator’ at the Stanton, which 
reopened Saturday (8) at top prices, 
Also checking in with respectable 
grosses are ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ and 
‘Tobacco Road.’ 

Among the other newcomers are 
‘Land of Liberty,’ showing sad pull- 
ing powers; ‘So Ends Our Night,’ 
mediocre; and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan’ 
with ‘Folies Bergere’ on stage, under 
expectations. H.o.s taking it on the 
chin. 

Another adverse factor are two 
smash hits running in legit houses 
simultaneously—‘Man Who Came to 
Dinner’ and ‘Life With Father.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—Fantasia’ (Disney’ (4th wk), 
Slumping badly as it winds up first 
month, with a paltry $11.100 this 
time. Last week, disappointing $14,- 
000 for third try. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 35-46-57) 
—Flight Command’ (M-G) (2d run), 
Having bad luck with scant $3.000 for 
eight days. Last week, ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (Par), sour $2,000 for second 
run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-56-68)— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). Re- 
spectable in spite of obstacles with 
nice $15,700. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G), disappointing $13.500 and 
yanked after only one trip. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) plus ‘Folies 
Bergere’ unit. Not up to snuff with 
| $19.500. Last week, ‘Henry’ (Par) 
and Lou Holtz Hollywood troupe, 
skidded sadly toward end to wind up 
with punk $17,500 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 35-46-57-68)— 
i‘Ends Night’ (UA). Take not in 
keeping with cric kudos. Poor $13,- 
1200. Last week, ‘Western Union’ 
(20th). even worse $12.000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
|—Liberty’ (M-G). Plenty of ex- 
} ploitation, but not much appeal. Dis- 
| appointing $3,300. Last week. ‘Phil- 
| adelphia’ (M-G), wound up its long 
| visit in midtown with powerful $5,900 
| for third week of second run. 
| Keith’s (WB) (1.970; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (2d run), 
, Not bad $4.200. Last week, ‘Cheers 








Bishop’ (UA) (2d run), unhealthy 
| $3,500. 

| Stanley (WB) (2.916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Bucking 


elements for a proud $16,500. Last 
week, ‘Virginia’ (Par), yanked after 
only one ride with sour $12,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
| ‘Dictator’ (UA). Pop-price run looks 
like long one. Initialer onened Sat- 
urday and looks like hefty $14.000. 
|Last week, ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB), 
punk $3,000. 


‘TOBACCO ROAD,’ WOW 
$15,000 IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 11. 

Indiana theatre has hit pay dirt 
this week dualling ‘Tobacco Road 
with ‘Play Girl.’ he sharecropper 
saga is hanging up the top gross of 
the year, much to the gratification 
of Colonel Ken Collins, major domo 
of the Indiana, who has seen some 
of the top money pictures of the 
nation snubbed at his house in re- 
cent weeks. Loew’s is limping with 
an under-average take on ‘Son of 
| Monte Cristo’ and ‘Keeping Com- 
pany.’ Circle is also tepid dualling 
‘Buck Privates’ and ‘Where Did You 
Get Girl,’ despite the fact that the 
town is headquarters for an army 
camp. However, recruits aren t 
turned loose often enough to get into 
town to see the military comedy if 
they wanted to. 

Lyric is doing okay with Jan 
Savitt orchestra,on stage and ‘Flight 
from Destiny’ on the screen, but pic 
is rather heavy for average vaude- 
fan intellect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Where 
Get Girl’ (U). Weak $5,600. Last 
week, ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par), puny $4,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO). Terrific $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Ride, 
Kelly’ (20th), brutal $4,200. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 








‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Keeping 
Company’ (M-G). Under average 
| $6,500. Last week, ‘Thing Called 
'Love’ (Col) and ‘Escape Glory 
(Col), okay $8,500. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900: 25-30-40)— 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and Jan 





Savitt orchestra. Fair $9.000. Las! 
| week, ‘Father’s Son’ (WB) and An 
drews Sisters plus Joe Venuti cr- 
chestra, okay $10,000. 


¢ 
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Tobacco’ 206 Despite Frisco Crix: 


‘Girl, Guy’ $17,500, Disney Good 





San Francisco, March 11. 
‘Fantasia’ had a smash opening at 
the Geary theatre where it began 
an extended engagement at $1.65 top 


Jast Thursday (6). Press was given a 

review of the Disney fantasy on 
Puesday night. The San Francisco 
Opera Guild bought the house on 
Wednesday and sold the orchestra 
seats at $5.00 per. Official public 
opening followed on Thursday. Ad- 
vance campaign and opening night 
stunts were extensive. 

Biggest grosser on Market street | 
this week is ‘Tobacco Road, to 
which the critics have been brutal. 
*A Girl, a Guy and a Gob,’ Harold 
Lloyd's first production effort sans 
him, is clicking in a big way at the 
Gate where it may be held for a sec- 
ond stint. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5.000; 35-40-50)—*To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th). Film version of ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ which has played three 
times here on the stage, received a 
100% panning from the crix. But 
interest in the picture is still hot 
enough to draw $20,000, which ain’t 
hay. Last week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB) and ‘Honeymoon Three” (WB), 
swell $21,000. 


Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Right up 
highbrow San Francisco’s alley. First 
four- days has net around $7,500. 
Disney’s musical show expected to 
remain here three months. About 
$40.009 has been spent on the Geary 
in refurbishing house and installing 
Fantasound. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 39-44- 
§5)—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville. Harold Lloyd brought up prin- 
cipals of his first production effort 
to Gate for p.a. at all performances 
on opening day. Comedy is doing 
very well here. Another hit at the | 
Gate this week is Carl Brisson, mak- | 
ing his first appearance on any| 
American stave in a song routine. | 
Will do swell $17,500. Last week 
(3d), ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) | 
and vaudeville ended with sizable} 
$10,500. 

Orvheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35-| 
40-50) —‘Buck Privates’ (U) ~~ and} 
‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) (12 days). 
Can't complain, over $5.000 for final | 
five days of this bill. ‘Back Street’ | 








(U) opens today (11), Last week, 
bumper $10,000. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2.470: 35-40- 


50)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) (move- 
over). This pair surprised at the Fox 
last week, where biz ended several 
thousand beyond expectations. Move- | 
over looks plenty sweet at $12,000. | 
Last week. ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M- 
G) and ‘Murder Among Friends’ 
(20th) (moveover). okay $10.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- | 
50)—‘Liberty’ (M-G) and ‘First Ro-| 
mance’ (Mono). Take of $6,000 is a} 
bit above house average. Last week, | 
‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Wild Man Bor- 
neo’ (M-G) (moveover) got around | 
$5.000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- | 
40-50)—‘Ends Night’ (UA). Not quite 
up to snuff at $9,000. Last week (5/} 
days), ‘Blackout’ (UA) did fairish | 
$5,000 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 40-55)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Okay at $11,- | 
000. Last week (3d), $12,000. 





‘STRAWBERRY’ 22G, B’KLYN 





Grosses Good Despite Bliz— ‘Thing’ 
Fine $21,000 





Brooklyn, March 11. | 

Despite heavy snowfall downtown | 
deluxers managed to do remarkably 
well over weekend. Fabian Fox 
with ‘Strawberry Blonde’ and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ will romp in ahead of others 
this stanza. Second week of ‘Gone’ | 
at Loew's Metropolitan at pop prices 
will also result in a_ profitable 
transaction. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.274: 25-35-50)—| 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Jumped to 
okay $18.000. Last week. ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ (U) and ‘Murder Among 
Friends’ (20th), weak $14,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,039; 25-35-50)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) = and 
‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). Booming $22,- 
000. Last week, ‘Honeymoon’ (WB) 
and ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), good 
$16,000. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618: 40-55)—‘Gone’ | 
(M-G) (2d wk). Crowds continue | 
flocking in: strong $19,000 expected. | 
Last week, fine $26,000. | 





Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35-_ 
50)\—‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and} 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB). Fine $21,000. | 
Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col) and | 
‘Henry’ (Par) (2d wk), good $16,000. | 

Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Behind News’ (Rep) and ‘Ridin’! 
Rainbow’ (Rep) So-so $4,500. Last 
week. ‘Father’s Son’ (WB) and ‘Se- 
cret Evidence’ (Ind), mild $4.000. } 


+ 


|} views and 


| giving house capacity 


| Ritz it’s 


| storming 


| their 





Key City Grosses 


| 
| 
' 





Estimated Total Gross 
eee $1,638,900 
(Based on 25 cities, 172 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, including 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee BE, ices ches $1,800,900 | 
(Based on 25 cities, 177 theatres) | 
| 

| 

| 
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“COME’-ANDREWS 


| 


| 


SIS $22,000, 
PITT. 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 


Heaviest snowstorm in last 25) 
years gave biz an awful beating over 
weekend, but yesterday (10) dawned 
bright and sunny and with traffic re- 
stored to normalcy convalescence is 
expected to set in quickly. Even as 
it was, a couple of downtown spots 
ploughed through the drifts and 
came up smiling. Andrews Sisters 
are the big guns at Stanley, on bill 
with ‘Come Live With Me,’ and they 
accounted for six grand alone on 
Saturday (8), phenomenal in view 
of snow couple of feet high and a 
blizzard. Warner also beat back the 
weather with ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ 
on move-over from Penn, and is 
heading for great week. 

‘Fantasia’ got under way slowly at 
Fulton, but picked up after the re- 
talk got around, and 
while not get going full blast is} 
showing enough stuff to indicate a 
sizeable run. Senator doing only 
so-so with h.o. of ‘Buck Privates.’ 
‘So Ends Ou. Night’ is flopping all | 
over the Penn. Not much either for 
‘Virginia’ in third week at Ritz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65 )—-’Fantasia’ (Disney). Although | 
seating norm here is 1,700, back 500 
seats in balcony have been closed, 
of 1,200 for | 











‘Fantasia’ run, Including Greek War | 
Relief preem, which was sold for a 
flat sum, gross for first full week} 
should run to around $12,000 or per- | 
haps better. That's not a very good 
indication of possibilities, however, 
since advance sale didn’t really get 
going until reviews got out and 
everybody began talking. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Ends Night’ (UA). Will be 
lucky to wind up with $8,000, pretty 
awful for this spot. Reviewers gave 
the indication that they wanted to be 
kind but couldn’t, the sort of reviews 
which are invariably deadly at b.o. 
As the figure proves. Last week, 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) great at 
over $18,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Vir- 
ginia’ (Par) (3d wk). Warner and 
Penn got just abeut everything there 
was to get out of this one, and at 
slow but still profitable. 
Around $2,500 looked for. Last week, 
‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) got Ginger Rog- 


|ers’ Academy award gravy, almost | 


$5,000 for best session this small- 
seater has ever had. It was a third 
week for this one, too, and biz was 
ordinary until the Academy selec- 
tions were announced, then it shot 


| sky high. 


Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50) 
—‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk). H.o. 
started all right, then came the snow 
and the b.o. blitz. Cut badly into 
what would have been an okay sec- 
ond week, and not much more than 
$3,800 anticipated. House gets ‘To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) tomorrow (12) 
for what it hopes will be a four- 
week run. On opening, ‘Privates’ got 


| around $7.500. 


Stanley (WB) (3,700; 25-40-60)— 
‘Come Live’ (M-G) and Andrews 
Sisters with Joe Venuti band. Give 
the Andrews gals credit for beating 
the weather at its own game. Strict- 
ly a jukebox audience, and they’re 
the gate in big enough 
numbers to make $22.000 certain 
Great, everything considered. Proof 
of their draw is fact that they ap- 
peared Saturday (8) at a 5-and-10 to 
autograph records and police had to 
hold back the mobs. That was at the 
height of the snowstorm, too, and 
store disposed of more than 2.000 of 
platters. Figured weekend 
blitz cost Stanley at least $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Honeymoon’ (WB) and 


| ‘Folies Bergere’ unit finished at $18,- 


000, just all right. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Move- 
over from Penn, and going great 


| son currently). 


; week put gross to $6,000. 


| months. 


'—Santa Fe’ 


‘SMITH’ 7G, MONTREAL 





| Grosses Fine Despite Lent—Tall’ 


Dual, $6,000 





Montreal, March 11. 


tory biz during the dull (Lent) sea- | 
Best among the ace 
houses will be ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
at the Palace, which looks like hand- 
some $7,000. : 
Duals showing well, with Capitol | 
leading on ‘Tall, Dark’ to good $5,500. | 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—‘Mr. | 
and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO). Heading for 
good $7,000, best in town. Last week, | 
‘Come Live’ (M-G), good $6,500. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— | 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Ride Kelly’ | 


(20th). Opened well and should | 
gress good $6,000. Last week, | 
‘George’ (Emp) and ‘Lone Wolf’ 
(Col), satisfactory $5,500. 
Loew’s (CT) 

‘Philadelphia’ 

Should after | 
| spurt in midweek attendance last 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and ‘Fa- 
ther’s Son’ (WB). Pointing to fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Won’t Talk’ 
(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), weak 
$2,700. 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | 





‘Blackout’ (UA) and 
Good $3,200 in sight. Last week, | 
‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and ‘Get Girl’) 
(Emp), repeated for weak $2,200. | 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(1,100; 25-50)—‘Le Revolte.’ Average 
$1,300 ahead. Fourth repeat of 
‘L’Homme de Niger’ last week, good 
$1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘La Brigade Sauvage’ and ‘Pro- 
fesseur Cupidon.’ Fair Lent gross of 
$4,200 in sight. Last week, ‘Jour 
s’Eleve’ and ‘Paprika,’ average $4,000. 


Sammy Kaye Helps 


‘Murder’ to $10,000, 
L'ville; ‘Come’ 9G 


‘Margie’ (U). 











Louisville, March 11. 

Downtown houses are going along | 
at a profitable stride, leader being | 
Rialto with a stage show, first in 
Spending is on the upbeat | 
in this burg, and spotting the Sammy 
Kaye band here during the Lenten 


| season is proving to be smart book- | 
|ing. ‘Murder Among Friends’ on the | 


screen, gives a nice opportunity to 
Marjorie Weaver, local gal, and is| 
partly responsible for the splendid 
b.o. trade. 

‘Come Live With Me’ dualled at 
Loew’s State, is okay, while h.o’s at 
the Mary Anderson and Brown are. 
turning in about average second | 
week biz. | 

‘Male Animal’ played three per- | 
formances at Memorial Auditorium | 
Friday-Saturday (7-8) to pretty good | 
biz, while Home Show at the Jeffer- 
son County Armory is drawing good 
attendance with 15c service charge 
tickets. Otherwise, activity in the 
town’s amusement sector is rather 
light. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400; 15-30-40) —‘Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). 


Getting better than average returns 
for a moveover, probably good $3,000. | 
Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Be- 
hind News’ (Rep), built strongly 
from word-of-mouth to tally socko 
$4.000 on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
(WB) and ‘Laddie’! 

Looks like okay $1,800. Last 
‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Chad 


(RKO) 


week, 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,200; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and 
‘Road Show’ (UA). Indicating $9.000, 
splendid. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), 
caught good share of femme trade to 
ring up satisfactory $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) 
15-30-40)—‘Footsteps’ (WB). 
ing for second week, with 
continuing at fair level. 
$2,600, after last week’s 
$3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Murder Among Friends’ 
(20th) with Sammy Kaye orchestra 
and stage show. Splendid $10,000, 
and will put the house in the black if 
b.o. pace holds up through Thursday 
(13). Kaye’s band is going over big 
here, and word-of-mouth is power- | 
ful factor in draught of the stage 
show. With Marjorie Weaver in lead 
of ‘Murder Among Friends,’ local gal 
will pull some shekels through the 
wicket, too. Last week, ‘Western 
Union’ (20th) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(20th), hit fine $9,500 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


(1,000; 
H »Id- 
interest 
Probably 
medium 


guns. Should click to tune of $8,500 | 30-40)—‘You’re the One’ (Par) and 
at least, bettering even Penn on cur-| ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). Fair enough 
rent week, which is unusual. A sure | $3.500. Last week, “Buck Privates’ 
shot to shift to Ritz for a third week.| (U) and ‘Streets Cairo’ (U), on 
Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par), all right second week shaped up for good 
at $7,000. | $3,500. 


| that only knew of play’s rep. 


| Cristo’ 


HOs, Sunshine Clip L. A. Take; 
vooceene awe. — “Tohacco’ OK $23,200, Privates’ 2d 
13/46 with Vande, ‘Street’ 2d Nice 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
le $283,100 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
8, | neers $339,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 








$15,500 IN 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 11, 

Like the “weather, grosses are 
struggling through Lenten clouds to 
grab some sunshine. “Tobacco Road,’ 
sensationalized by Hipp to a fare- 
the-well, is smashing out top biz. 
Standee trade pushed it over the 
week-end quota by generous margin, 
with possible h.o. being contem- 
plated. 


Bobby Byrne’s crew on _ stage 
whipping up Palace’s rating by mag- 
netizing good turnout of jitterbugs, 
but ‘Four Mothers’ not much heip. 
‘Come Live With Me’ proving that 
James Stewart’s Academy award has 
good b.o. power at the State. Move- 
over on ‘Strawberry Blonde’ from 





Hipp to Allen also a worthy invest- | 


ment, way above average. 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Moved 
over from the Hipp. Will do sweet 
$4,000. Last week ‘Back Street (U), 
on similar pushover, socked out fine 
$4,800. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Stage ver- 
sion been here several times, but 
film is going like wildfire with crowd 
Both 
Saturday and Sunday attendance 
nearly ayeraged 
great $15,500 or better. 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB), a slow- 
builder that worked up to extra- 
nice $13,900. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—Four Mothers’ (WB) = and 
vaude. Film sloughed off by crities, 
but Bobby Byrne’s orchestral stage 
revue developed unexpectedly strong 
pull. Around $15,000 in sight, due to 
plugs for drummer Dick Farrell, 
who had a pop band of his own here 


under monicker of Dick D’Nar. Last | 


week ‘Buck Privates’ (U) plus Ray 
Noble’s band, okay at $14,800. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Come Live’ (M-G). Hedy Lamarr 
took lambasting from crix, but Jim- 
my Stewart’s ‘Oscar’ pulling it up 
to $13,000, all right. Last week ‘Son 
(UA), rather mild $10,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55 )—‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G). 
low usual draw of series, and will 
have to work rd to nab $3,000. 
Last week ‘Road Show’ (UA) one of 
season’s weakest, $2,000. 


‘Saint’-Dorsey 196 
Despite Balto Snow; 
Tobacco’ Big $9,000 


Baltimore, March 11. 
Strong product line-up offsetting 
killer-diller blizzard which hit town 
on weekend, demoralizing traffic and 
slowing everything down to a mere 





walk. Strong Sunday (9) biz pumped 
life into matters all around, however. | 


Combo Hipp, with Tommy Dorsey 
and ‘Saint in Palm Springs,’ broke a 


house record on that day with rest of | 


week indicating a bang up total. Also 


| big is ‘Tobacco Road,’ at the limited 
, seated New, 
| pected to hit a high figure. Rest of 


with doings there ex- 


town okay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000;° 15- 
28-44 )—‘Ends Night’ (UA). Picking up 
momentum, and pointing to all right 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) 
held up nicely at $9,700. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Saint in 
Springs’ (RKO). 


(2,205; 
Palm 
Leaning entirely on 


Tommy Dorsey band and heading for | 


bango $19,000. Hung up a house rec- 
ord Sunday (9). Last week, second 
of ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) plus 
h.o. vaude, added mildish $8,800 to 


fairly strong opening round to 
$13,000. 

Keith’s (Scsanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44-55-66)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) (2d 


sell-outs, meaning | 
Last week | 


Trifle be- | 


Los Angeles, March 11, 
| Exceptionally warm and pleasant 
, weekend weather hurt the mainstem 
| grosses slightly. Beaches and 
| mountain resorts drew hundreds of 
| thousands, especially on Sunday, and 
this, of course, did some knifing on 
the b.o. 

With numerous holdovers, bright- 
| est spots are the day-date Fox-West 
| Coast houses, State and Chinese 


¢ : | ealeh are preeming “Tobacco Road 

(2,800; 30-40-60)— | to excellent returns. Controversial 

(M-G) (4th wk). | TOBACCO BIG filmplay got away strong. and shvuld 
realize good $5,000, do a little better than 


$23,000 com- 
bined on the seven days. 

Holdovers include ‘Back Street’ at 
the RKO and Pantages, ‘Footsteps in 
the Dark’ at the Hollywood and 
Downtown, and ‘Buck Privates’ at 
the Paramount, with ‘Hard Boiled 
Canary’ and a new stage show added 
to bolster. Others continuing are 
‘Fantasia’ at the Carthay, ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ at the United Artists and 
Four Star, and ‘Rebecca’ at the 
Hawaii. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (6th 
wk). Cartoon opus continues to show 
strength, and current stanza _ will 
likely add another $12,000 to fifth 
week's $12,400. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
|and ‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th). 
Heading for fair $9,000. Last week, 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Crisis’ (M-G), $11,000 as pre- 
dicted. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-44-55) 
—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Happiness’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Errol Flynn pic be- 
ing held for second week, with ‘Hap- 
| piness’ again dualled matinees only. 
| Second stanza mild $5.500 after first 
| seven days topped $7.600. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Cone 
| tinues to attract fair patronage here 
as compared with big biz downtown. 
Current week looks like so-so $3,800, 





after last week ended with okay 
$4,500. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-44)— 


‘Rebecca’ (UA) (revival) and ‘Chal- 
lenge’ (FA) (4th wk). Nearing the 
end, and satisfactory $1.000 the prob- 
able answer. Last week, on strencth 
of Academy award, hit neat $2,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Happiness’ 
| (WB) (2d wk). Another week for 
this pair but not likely to do better 
i than $5,000. First week hit around 
| $7,200, fair. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Double Date’ (U). Another good 
| stanza in store, and holdover should 
| hit okay $5,800. First week exceeded 
exvectations with $11.200. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 
75)—‘Butk Privates’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Hard Boiled Canary’ (Par) plus 


stage show House _ bolstered 
‘Privates’ on holdover by bringing in 


Par’s ‘Canarv’ and adding the radig 
quiz show, ‘Truth or Consequences,’ 
for good $15,500 Last week, 
‘Privates’ (U) solo with stage show, 
$16,500 

RKO (RKO) (2,872 
‘Back Street’ (U) (2d wk) and 
|*Double Date’ (U). Should have no 
| trouble hitting good $6.300 currently. 
| First seven days brought big $11,600, 
| far better than looked for 


30-44-55 )— 


| §tate (Loew-F-WC) (2,404: 30-44- 
55-75) —Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Murder ~Among Friends’ (20th). 


| 


Much-discussed opus finally hit this 
burg and an excellent $14,200 is 
looked for. Last week. ‘Hardy's Sec- 
retary’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ 
(M-G), just under $14,000 


| Wnited Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Unless bottom drops out, Selznick 
topper should be held a fourth week 
at this downtown spot. Current 
stanza looks like big $10,000, after 
second week piled up $11,200 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). Best pair 


house has had in some weeks, and 
answer will be big $6.500. Last week, 
‘Maisie Ladv’ (M-G) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G), dismal $3,300 on 
moveover. 


wk). 


——— 


Holding good gait to possible 


$6.000, aiter one of best Durbin 
weeks on opener, which reached 
$10.900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.581: 15-28-35- 
44) ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) Opened 


Thursday (6) and extra solid since in 
spite of bad weather. Should reach 
big $9,000, a bullish figure for lim- 
ited seating here. Previous three 
weeks of ‘Western Union’ (20th) 
| drew total of $13,000 for the run. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
|} 55)—Virginia’ (Par). Carrying on 
in steady fashion to possible $11,000. 
Last week. second of ‘Strawberry 


Blonde’ (WB) added $7,700 to socko 
ypening sesh of $15,800. 








2. ~ wt - 
r-—~ TT" eee 





























12 EXPLOITATION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 12, 191} 





Unsung Heroes of 


Film Business 





Are the Hardy ‘Picture Peddlers 





By AL SELIG 


The film salesmen who scour the} 
four quarters of the universe to sell | 
the } one. 


: ithe film salesman is a human being 
heroes of an industry who are un-| . : 


their company’s pictures are 
honored and unsung. They are the 
army of devoted and loyal men who 
brave the fierce storms of winter, the 
devastating floods of spring and the 
deadening and enervating midsum- 
mer heat. They call upon exhibitors 
in towns that are barely discernable 
on a map and some that are not even 
Randmcenallyed. 

Like the postman, weather is no 
bar to the fulfillment of their daily 
tasks—making their territories with- 
out complaint, carrying their brief 
cases, ready to sign contracts, get 
playdates, talk over rejected con- 
tracts, and from time to time 
doggedly retrace their footsteps to 
try again and again to meet the 
orders of their superiors. 

Throughout the United States men 
of all ages, representing every major 
and minor distributing organization 
who have pictures to sell, daily plod 
their way from town to hamlet to 
village—across prairies, desert sands 
and mountains, carrying with them 
the message of new pictures, pic- 
tures yet to be played, contracts to 
be readjusted. And perhaps, during 
the year from time to time the 
trade press will carry a_ para- 
graph or two, telling of the death 
or serious injury of one of these 
gentry—a skid on an icy high- 
way, engulfed in flood waters or seri- 
ously injured in a collision and re- 
cuperating in some small town hos- 
pital. a i 
No Picture Is ‘Bad’ 


The camaraderie that exists be-| 


tween these salesmen is one of their 
outstanding traits. They are the first 
to dig into their pockets to help a 
less fortunate fellow worker—for 
they know not when and who will be 
the next to need succor and aid. 
They receive a weekly wage and a 
stated sum for daily living expenses. 
For this they work 18-20 hours some 
days when on the road, never com- 
plaining of long hours 
about their business of cajoling, argu- 
ing, pleading for signed contracts 
and playdates, never giving a second 
thought to the long tiresome hours 
put in to accomplish this purpose. 

They are loyal, these film sales- 
men—loyal to the companies they 
represent. Not a one of them ever 
sells a ‘bad’ picture. No matter how 
terrible the picture may be, his loy- 
alty hypnotizes him into the be- 


lief that it is ‘boxoffice,’ and he goes | 
about it hammer and tongs to con- | 


vince the exhibitor that it is ‘box- 
office.’ 
front any aspersions cast upon the 


product he is selling, be it a feature | 


or a short subject. Should an ex- 
hibitor, in the presence of a rival 
film salesman have the hardihood to 
say that his picture ‘smelled to the 
high heavens,’ he’s in for a few 
tough minutes. 


blitzkrieg is on and soon the ex- 
hibitor will be convinced that he was 
wrong—that it was his fault alone 


that the picture flivvered through his | 


lack of exploitation and a@vertising— 
that as a showman he was a bust. 
Now the exhibitor tells his woes to 
the Branch Manager—he knows bet- 
ter than telling it to the road men. 


More Human Relations 


It is an illuminating experience to 
sit in with a group of film ‘peddlers’. 
They make their headquarters in key 
towns in their territories and after 
listening to their matter-of-fact re- 
citals of the day’s doings, it becomes 
apparent what important cogs they 
are in the distributing wheel of a 
film organization. They never boast 
of their sales or the contracts signed, 
nor of their hardships, but with a 
wonderful sense of humor inter- 
spersed with, at times Rabalaesian 
wit, tell of incidents and happenings 
of the day with exhibitors known 
to all of the group—their idiosyncra- 
cies, their virtues (which in some 
instances are few), and their vices, 
which are many. There may be a 
casual reference of a bad skid, a nar- 
row escape with a huge trailer truck 
on a narrow mountain road, being 
marooned in a one-horse burg by a 
blizzard or a flood—or fleeing a small 
yotel in the middle of the night at 
the cry of ‘fire’. 

And in listening one learns als 
‘hat the exhibitor of today is be- 
‘oming more human than he was in 
he early years of the industry. 





but going | 


He takes as a personal af- | 


The rival salesman | 
joins in with the fellow attacked, a| 


Where heretofore he treated the film 
‘peddlers’ with scant courtesy and 
cursed them with impunity, today he 
has a changed attitude—a friendlier 
He has come to realize that 


after all, that he is trying to earn 


|an honest living, and that when he | 


lreturns time and again with con- 


|tracts rejected, does not vent his 
|spleen on the salesman and insult 
|him with foul epithets and snarls, 
|but get together in a friendly busi- 
|ness way to iron out the differences 
'caused by the Home Office rejection 
|of the deal. 

The day of the guzzling, poker- 
| playing, playboy film salesman with 
'a sweetheart in every town is gone 
|—gone with the advent of the auto- 
| mobile. Exhibitors delighted in stall- 
|ing on appointments, keeping the 
| salesman in a town for several days 
|—either for his company, or to wear 
him down. Then there would be 
| long waits for trains—there were no 
buses—and to while away his time 
ithe salesman always found time to 
make the waiting time as pleasant as 
‘he could. 


Not for the Weak 


The automobile has changed all 
this. Now he can make three and 
sometimes four towns a day, and by 
the time he gets to his hotel late at 
night he has his daily reports to fill 
in, mail them and get to bed as 
quickly as possible, for he must be 
up early the following morning to 
make his schedule of towns for the 
day. He has a quota to adhere to 
| and it leaves him very little time 
|to procrastinate. The shirker and the 
| laggarg soon finds himself looking 
| for another job. 
| It is a hard, practical school the 





| film salesmen go through. Weaklings 
|very quickly fall by the wayside. 
They must combine tact with a hard 
'sense of business ability. They must 
|match their wits against hard-head- 
'ed exhibitors. Today exhibitors are 
| fully cognizant of the drawing power 
|of pictures, and it takes all the acu- 
|men the salesmen possess to brush 
|aside unfavorable arguments of the 
|exhibitors who peruses the various 
trade papers and newspaper reviews 
(Continued on page 16) 


‘TOBACCO ROAD’ NAME 
FOR DET. STREET FIZZES 


Detroit, March 11. 
Attempts to change Woodward 
avenue’s name to ‘Tobacco Road’ 
fizzed out here in a blaze of wrath. 
Proposal to change the name of De- 











ture’s title for the duration of the 
film’s run at the Fox had just 
started to be read at the Common 
Council meeting here when the City 
Fathers starte? bouncing off the 
ceiling. 

Although they were pretty irate 
about the attempt to hang the title 
of a dissolute setting on Detroit's 
best-known street, and refused to 
hear out the proposal, they did give 
Harry Remington, the Fox press 
agent, a chance to talk. He pointed 
| out that for ‘Young Tom Edison’ the 
Council had set a precedent by al- 
lowing ‘Edison’ titles to go up along 
Main street. 

“You don’t mean to compare ‘To- 
bacco Road’ with ‘Young Tom Edi- 
son?’ challenged John Lodge, oldest 
| of the councilmen, 

‘No,’ Remington retorted, “Tobac- 





‘Sis’ Preems in St. Loo 





public’s heavy-budgeted Judy Can- 
ova starrer, has peen set for St. 
Louis. It will be held at the Fox 
there cn April 4. 

Miss Canova and a number of cast 
members will be present, as well as 
exhibs and critics from the midwest, 
plus Rep exchange managers, sales- 
/men and bookers from that territory. 





OPENING BY REMOTE 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Deanna Durbin’s voice over the 
Trans-Pacific telephone opened the 
new Times theatre in Manila, P. L, 
_in an interview with Jose Araneta, 
| manager of the house. 
| Dialog was broadcast by all radio 
stations throughout the islands. 





troit’s main stem to that of the pic- | 


co Road’ is a much better picture.’ | 


World preem of ‘Sis Hopkins,’ Re- | 





| DIAPER DILLINGERS 


News Coincidence With 


Metro's ‘Boys Town’ 


| Freaks 





| 

' 

Unusual parallel between a news 
event and a picture plot broke re- 

‘cently for Metro’s ‘Men of Boys 
Town.’ In the film, now virtually 
completed, two boys set themselves 
up in an arsenal and hold an entire 
police force at bay. In New Jersey, 
a couple weeks ago, two 14-year- 

‘olds similarly set themselves up and 
held off State Police for hours. 

| Metro press department took ad- 

vantage of the break by sending out 

/newspaper clippings about the Jer- 
sey diaper Dillingers. 

| 


CHI DAILIES NIX 
B&K GROUP ADS 


Chicago, March 11. 


Balaban & Katz, which two weeks 
|ago started bunching all of its 
houses in a single ad in the manner 
of the Loew ads in New York as 
| developed by Oscar Doob, ran into 
a squall last week when the Chi- 
cago Daily News and Tribune re- 
fused to continue to run the group 
ad. 

Dailies insisted that B.&K. break 
up its space and run it in sections, 
as previously, one group for the loop 
and other groups for each of 
the neighborhood divisions. Dailies 
claimed that they had worked up 
their picture directory ad page over 
a period of years and that they 
would not okay B.&K.’s breaking up 
this directory setup, whereby a 
reader can look under, say, the 
‘northside’ listing and find the pic- 
tures scheduled in that neighbor- 
hood. Under the new B.&K. bunch 
ad this is not possible. 


|Disney-RKO Publicists 














| Setting ‘Dragon’ Campaign 


Hal Horne, easiern rep for Walt 
| Disney, and Dick Condon, press 
| chief, are extending their current 
Coast trip an extra week to catch 
a sneak preview of Disney’s latest 
|feature, ‘The Reluctant Dragon.’ 
|Pair was due back at New York 
| headquarters on Monday (10). 


While in Hollywood, Horne and 
Condon will sit in with other Disney 
| execs on huddles With S. Barret 
| McCormick, RKO pub-ad head, and 
| Ned Depinet, RKO sales topper, on 
handling of the pic. It’s felt to be 
| Slightly touchy as it is somewhat in 
| the,nature of a house promotion for 


| the Disney outfit. 


RKO Pub Dept.’s Trailer 


Giant photomontage mural on 
various aspects of film press agentry 
covers a large chunk of the recep- 
tion room wall in RKO’s swanky, 








new publicity-advertising headquar- | 
ters on the 10th floor of the com- | 


|pany’s N, Y. homeoffice. Focus of 
-attention on one side is reproduc- 
tions of all the film tradepapers, 
while eye-grabber on the other is 
facsimilies of the New York dailies. 
Covers of all the fan mags are also 
to be seen ,with radio apparently 
being taken care of by RKO’s an- 
| tenna tower trademark, which pre- 
| dominates in the center. 

Even cheesecake is not forgotten, 
| with photogs pictured snapping away 
at a line of dancing gals to provide 
leg art. 


| -_ 
Einfeld Due East 


Charlie Einfeld is due in New 
| York Monday (17) to discuss cam- 
| paign plans spring releases. 
| Harry M. Warner may also come 
|@€ast around that date. 

Meantime, Jack L. Warner, who 
/has been east huddling with Grad 
| Sears, Carl Leserman, Mort Blum- 
enstock and others on forthcoming 


a left for the Coast Sunday 
(9). 





and 





THRASHER TURNS P. A. 
Indianapolis, March 11. 

James Thrasher, film and music 
crick on the Times, local Scripps- 
Howard paper, has resigned to do 
_publicity for roadshowing of Walt 
Disney's ‘Fantasia.’ 

This will be Thrasher’s initial ex- 
perience at approaching the type 
|fonts from the other side of the 
| newspaper door, 





Rebuilding Collapsed Alvin, Pitt.: 
Rennie Rejoins Blank; Other Briefs 





Pittsburgh, March 11. 

Construction of a modern house on 
the Sixth street site of the Harris- 
Alvin, which has been closed since 
its roof collapsed last November, will 
get under way this month. The work 
of razing the old building has al- 
ready started. 

After months of negotiations, 
Frank J. Harris last week signed a 
long-terin lease with the owners of 
the pro¥erty, Harvard University. 
The deal for construction and lease 
involves a total of around $2,225,000. 
New theatre will seat 2,500, as 
against Alvin’s old seating capacity 
of 1,800, and the architects will be 





Pittsburgh firm of Ingram & Boyd. 

Alvin, originally a legit, was con- 
verted into a cinema in 1934, at 
which time it was taken over by 
Harris interests. Operated as that 
circuit's ace downtown house until 
five months ago, when roof collapsed 
without warning. Quick work of 
house staff was all that prevented a 
catastrophe since there were around 
200 persons in the house at the time. 
Only four were injured, all of them 
only slightly. 

Al Skegan, former assistant of 
Warners’ Enright, big nabe house in 
East Liberty, promoted to the man- 
agership of WB’s New Oakland in 
Schenley sector. House is recent ac- 
quisition of circuit, having been 
taken over only a month ago from 
indie exhib Thomas A. Gilbert. - 

Billy ZaVan, Pittsburgh theatre 
decorator, will enter, the exhibition 
field shortly in Elizabeth, W. Va. He 
has taken a long-term lease on the 
first floor of the Masonic Lodge Hall 
and remodeling it for theatre seat- 
ing 250. House will be named the 
Wirt and opens last of this month. 

Shea just acquired the Colonial, 
Wheeling. W. Va., from Laskey & 
Harris. - House will be closed few 
weeks for complete modernization 
job. 

Briefies: Jeanette Simpson, biller 
at the PRC exchange, new cashier 
there, succeeding Stanley Lieber- 
farb, who is at Fort Monroe, 
| Va., for year. Marion Louise Hein- 
| lein has taken over Miss Simpson’s 
|old post...Charles E, Kennedy re- 
|elected president of the Theatre Em- 
|ployes Union, Local B-12...Julian 
| Tonkay resigned from Alvin Seiler’s 
theatre supply firm. 








Rennie Back With Blank 
Lincoln, March 11. 


Orville Rennie, formerly city man- 
ager for Tri-States in Hastings, Neb., 
|prior to taking a five-month fling in 
|radio at KHAS there, is now back 
; with Tri-States (Par-A. H. Blank) 
}aS manager of the Fort, Rock Island, 
Ill. Rennie was the replacement for 
|Herb Grove, who became district 
manager in Davenport, Ia., when Joe 
Kinsky was rushed out of that terri- 
tory and into Omaha where Evert 
;Cummings vacated, for a personal 
| fling in biz for himself in Oregon. 

M. E. McClain, Central States dis- 
trict manager of Fremont, Neb., has 
gone modern with his circuit riding. 
His Fremont manager, Ed Schoen- 
thal, is a licensed pilot, so McClain 
| does his turns around his domain by 
air. 

Does away with bad country roads, 
| and bum train-bus connections, 





Raygota’s (Brandt’s) 17th 
Raygota Theatre Corp. (David 
| Weinstock-Joshua Goldberg) has ac- 
|quired the Queen Anne Theatre, 
| Bogota, N.J., on a long-term lease 
; with a total rental of $225,000 in- 
| volved. Theatre seats 1,400 and has 
a completely equipped stage. 

This makes the 17th theatre ac- 
quired by this independent circuit 
in recent years. Raygota is an af- 
| filiate of the Brandt chain. Deal 
consumated through Berk & Krum- 
| gold, N.Y. 
| 


| 
} 


- 





Rochester, N. Y., March 11. 
George Deber, former manager of 
the Metro, Bronx, takes charge of 
Schine’s Madison here, replacing Bud 
Silverman, on extended trip to Cali- 
fornia. 


| Deber’s Besth 





Worcester, March 11. 
James Tobin of Newburyport, 
former assistant of local Warner 
| house, now managing Strand in Clin- 
ton, Mass, 





Pioneer’s House Shifts 
; Des Moines, March 11. 
_ Pioneer Theatres made the follow- 
Ing managerial changes: Art Farrell, 
formerly of Rock Rapids, to the Iowa, 
Atlantic; Gordon McKinnon, former- 
ly of Perry, to the Spencer and Fra- 
ser theatres, Spencer: Lee Beckley, 
formerly of Spencer, to the Rapids 





and State, Rock Rapids; Cliff Lind- | 


blad, formerly of Atlantic, to the 
| Perry and Foxy, Perry; and Marion 
Parkinson, formerly manager in 
Spencer, resigned to go into business 
for himself. 

| Max Factor, of Pioneer Theatres, 
leaving soon on three weeks’ trip to 
his home in Los Angeles. No rela- 
tion to Factor the makeup man. 

| Harold D. Field, president of Pio- 


John Eberson, of New York, and the | 


neer, just returned from a five eeks’ 
trip to Guatemala, 

‘Speed’ Lambert, formerly with the 
| Metro here, now associated with 
Frank Rubel in the manufacture of 
theatre seats in Burbank, Calif. 

Harold Lyons, nephew of Moe 
Levy, district manager for Fox, now 
a salesman for 20th Century-Fox ex. 
| change in Des Moines. He was asso« 
ciated with Fox in Minneapolis for. 
merly. 

Marriage of William C. Dippert 
Universal, Des Moines, just an- 
/nounced. Bride is Elizabeth Don- 
| nelly of Oskaloosa, Ia.; wedding took 
| place Jan. 26 in Chariton, Ia. 

Dallas Day, booker for RKO, slated 
to return home from Mayo clinie 
next week. Day has been through 
two serious operations. 

Paul Walsh, booker for Warner 
Bros., has a new son. 

Gilly Wells, WB salesman, ill with 
a strep throat. 

The Farnamville theatre, Farnam- 
ville, Ia., has changed hands. Ken 
Stinoble the new operator. 

The Oriental, Bonaparte, Ia., has 
closed. Ray McIntire operating. 

The Hawkeye, Graettinger, Ia.. has 
changed hands. Rollo Livingston is 
new owner. 

The Grand at Grand Junction, Ia., 
taken over by Victor Mantz, operator 
of the Ogden at Ogden, Ia. 








Wilby-Kincey Changes 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 11. 

Warren Irvin, Columbia, S. C,, 
Wilby-Kincey district manager, pro- 
moted Grayson Poats, former man- 
ager Ritz, Columbia. to city man- 
ager of three Rockingham, N. C.,, 
units. Curtis H. Mees, manager 
Strand. same city, succeeds him, with 
Jack Jordan, former assistant man- 
| ager Palmetto, taking over Strand, 
Thomas Allen, former assistant Ritz, 
succeeds Jordan. F. D. Brvant moved 
| from Marion, S. C., f°replace Bryant 
at Ritz. 








Plumb to Yorkton, Sask. 
Regina, Sask., March 11. 
Forrest Plumb, manager of the 
|Roxy, Wilkie, Sask., transferred to 
Yorkton, Sask., replaced by A. War- 
ner, Saskatoon. 

Smoke damage was suffered by 
|the Roxy, Yorkton, when a store 
next door caught fire. Patrons left 
without panic. 





Win Cooper to See the World 
Atlanta, March 11. 
Winston Cooper, assistant manager 
|of Loew’s Grand, resigned to join 
| the Navy; assigned to duty on U.S5S. 
Lassen, an ammunition carrier. 





Shubert, Philly, Goes Burley 


Philadelphia, March 11. 

The Shubert, darkened for nearly 
|two years, will be reopened as a 
|burley house March 21 as part of 
ithe Midwest Circuit. House will be 
| operated by Rube Bernstein, hus- 
| band of peeler Hinda Wassau. Fred 
|Sears will manage and Sam Bush- 
|man will p.a. 

Last time Shubert was open was 
during the regime of Max Wilner 
and his wife Stella. The enterprise 
|ended on a sour note with the U. S. 
marshall stepping in and pinching 
the works for non-payment of Fed- 
eral taxes. 

George P. Aarons, counsel for the 
United Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers, vacationing in Hot Springs. 

Johnny Kane, Troc producer, re- 
cuperating from appendectomy. 

Bud Freeman, manager of Jay Em- 
manuel’s Grand, at Mount Sinai hos- 
pital for a slicing. 

The Benn undergoing $15,000 re- 
furbishing job. 

John Roberts, Comerford exec, 
celebrated his 25th wedding anni- 
versary. 

Buckley Amus. Co. took over the 
Imperial, Kulpmont, Pa. 

George Eckert, Jr., manager of the 
| Perry, New Bloomfield, Pa., guest of 
| honor at farewell party here last 
| Tuesday. He left for Aberdeen, Md., 
|where he will serve as a lieutenant 
of artillery. 

The Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Variety Club will hold its annual 
donor dinner-dance at the Ritz- 
1Carlton April 26 for the benefit of 
‘infantile paralysis sufferers. Co- 
|chairmen of the committee are Mrs. 
Sam Gross and Mrs. Harry Biben. 

Max Miller, publicity head of the 
William Goldman chain, in Miami 
for two weeks, 

Film Exchange Employees Union 
B-7 will hold its first general mem- 
|bership meeting since election of 
new officers at the Broadwood hotel 
/next Friday (14). 
| George P. Aarons, UMPTO secre- 
|tary, on his way back from Hot 
Springs. 

Lester Wurtel, Columbia 
; Manager, heading southward. 
| Film men will hold a dinner at 
| Jermyn Hotel, Scranton, in honor of 
|George Beattie, former Paramount 
|Seranton salesman, now upped to 
sales manager of the exchange. Date 
for shindig is March 25. Bil] Heenan, 
,formerly of Peerless exchange here, 
taking Beattie’s place in Scranton 
territory, 
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WAR AS BRITIS 





London in Wartime 





London, Feb. 15. 
‘Red’ Davis has dropped picture 
directing for special government job, 
strictly confidential, which takes him 
to Africa shortly, 





Jack Newman, with the John Woolf 
gales organization, has joined the 
Royal Air Force. Newman was born 
in America, brought up in Ausiralia, 
and is domiciled in England. 





Returning from an exhibition con- 
test for the Red Cross, Tom Newman 
and Melbourne Inman, ace billiards 
players, involved in car smash, sus- 
taining concussion and minor in- 
juries. 





Tom Arnold’s pantomime, headed 
by Jack Buchanan, Fred Emney and 
Adele Dixon, in Sheffield for four 
weeks, goes on tour, staying fort- 
night in each town. 





Eric Maschwitz’s ‘New Faces’ tour- 
ing sticks since London blitz, returns 
to town in March with new songs, 
etc. 





Marion Field, for many years ward- 
robe mistress at Drury Lane theatre, 
killed by a bomb. She was known 
as ‘Happy Fanny’ by the thousands 
of stage folk she encountered. 





Alfred Zeitlin has temporarily 
forsaken theatrical business, and is 
now supplying war material to the 
Government. 





Many West End theatres now be- 
ing used as business offices. 





Maud Allan, of Salome fame, 
joined the women’s army as an 
ambulance driver. 





Second Lieut. 
second son of R. H. Gillespie, joint 
managing director of Moss Empires, 





John V. Gillespie, | Jack Hylton’s 


| 


| Troops and Defense Workers. 


acts a choice of three of the best 
agents in London, and they chose 
the Fosters’ Agency. 





Mrs. Sam Smith, who went to 
Canada with her two children at the 
outbreak of war, is returning to 
England. 





Great secrecy being maintained 
anent Arthur Jarratt’s departure for 
Hollywood, but understood is there 
on special mission for the Ministry 
of Information. 

Jack Livesey, who has been tour- 
ing in Avery Hopwood’s oldie, ‘High 
Temperature,’ pulled out suddenly 
for military service. 





William Mollison now bombed out 
of his fourth home. 





SERVICE SHOWS 


KEEP BRITISH 
THESPS BUSY 


London, Feb. 15. 
Busy wartime weekends spent by 
show biz crowd can be gleaned from 
the agenda for last weekend (8-9). 
Vivien Leigh was at one of the 
Saturday (8) troop concerts on the 





Drury Lane stage, then scooted to | 


out-of-town camps to make it three 


straight. Going over their vaude 
acts on Sunday’s (9) lineup were 
Adelaide Hall, Jack Warner, Joan 
Winters, Johnnie Lockwood and 


aggregation at the 
afternoon show for 
Sol- 


Scala theatre’s 


is reported missing in the eastern| diery also drew Evelyn Dove, Scott 


campaign. 





Sir Seymour Hicks, Alice Delysia 
and Victoria Hopper off to Egypt to 
entertain the troops. 





Ronald Squire has joined the 
Royal Air Force as Flight Lieutenant. 





Mrs. 
Auxiliary Transport Service. 
Atkins, assistant to Cissie 
booker for General Thea- 
is in the Pioneer Corps. 





Tommy 
Williams, 
tres Corp., 

Leslie Grade is now in the Royal 


Air Force. 





Paul Stein’s deal to make three 
pictures in America for Select At- 
traction is being held up due to exit 
permit difficulties. 





Novelist Ian Hay (Major General 
John Hay 
the War Office as Director of Public 
Relations. 





Many London statues will be 
boarded up as protection against air 
attack if members of the public vol- 


| 19 others, 


George King has joined the 


Volunteer Police on Sunday, 


and Whaley and Ken Johnson’s dan- 
sapators for a session later in the 
day. 

{Ed Note: Ken Johnson, nick- 
named ‘Snakehips,’ was among those 
killed this week in the bombing of 
the Cafe de Paris 
including several members 
of his band and Martinus Paulsen, 
the nitery’s proprietor]. 

A two-and-a-half-hour frolic for 


Globe theatre, called Gabrielle 
Brune, Stanley Lupino, Jack and 
Eddie Eden, Dorothy Dickson, Wal- 


ter Crisham, Ronald Frankau, Suth- 
erland Felce, Constance Cummings, 
John Clements and Judith 


La-cer three performers have a cute 


stunt; they’ve formed a harmony trio | 


for these entertainments, warbling 
spirituals and plantation ditties with 


| Clements strumming a uke. 


Beith) has resigned from ; ©: 


Evelyn Laye did a trek to Scot- 
land Sunday with a bunch of play- 
including Beatrice Lillie, occa- 


| sion being unveiling of Navy’s own 


unteer the cost. Sir John Martin- | 
Harvey has opened a fund for the | 
$200 necessary to defend Sir Henry 


Irving from the blitz. 

Basil Dean has been appointed 
Advisor on Entertainments to the 
Air Ministry. 


Derek Farr, film juvenile, who 
gained attention in United Artists 
‘Spellbound,’ capping it with recent 


leads in pictures for Columbia and | 


Paramount, is now in Royal Artil- 
lery. Just another private. 





Vie Oliver off to America in Au- 
gust, and claims he will be back, 
haying obtained special return per- 
mit from Washington. 





War has caused such terrific short- 
age of film studio space that a syn- 
dicate has been formed to promote 
idea of building studio in Ireland. 





Heinrich Frankel, interned for six 
months, released. 





Henry Sherek on active service as 
lieutenant on Staff of Army Corps. 
While away, his business being han- 
dled by Harry Foster, 





theatre on which Miss Laye super- 
vised construction and equipment in 
between a musical show booking. 


Songstress is chief organizer of en- | 


tertainments for the Naval section. 


BLUMBERG, SEIDELMAN 
ATTEND PANAMA CONV. 


Latin-An erican convention sched- 
uled by Universal for Panama, April 
2-6, will at tract ‘the attendance and 


active participation of Nate Blum- 
berg, president, and J. H. Seidelman, 
foreign chief for the company. 

The two executives, accompanied 
by C. C. Margon, U’s Latin-American 
supervisor, and Fortunat Baronat, 
firm's foreign publicity chief, will 
leave New York late this month to 
be in Panama for opening day’s 
session. 


Palladium Show Gets 


Big London Reception 
March 11, 





London, 

‘Applesauce,’ opening 

the Palladium, was splendidly re- 
ceived by a capacity house. 

Show lacks American sock acts 

and is too much Max Miller. Vera 


| Lynn is outstanding in the produc- 


He gave his! tion, 


, which also killed | 


at the | 


Furse, } 


March 5 at! 


co 


BETTER QUALITY 


-Governmédnt’s Emphasis on 
Improved Production in 
All Phases of Activity a 


Possible Factor in Rise— 


Films Another Angle 





PASSES PRE-WAR 





London, Feb. 15. 

| Something may yet come from 
blitzing of these shores, at least 
| where production standard and in- 
| creased U.S. buy possibilities of 
British films are concerned. Cer- 
|tainly, pictures turned out since 
things got hot on this side have reg- 
istered for American business far 
more consistently than pre-war 
product. 

Last six months have seen the fol- 
lowing features in for attention 
from the American end of the busi- 
ness: ‘Gaslight’ (British National), 
‘Night Train’ (Gainsboro), ‘Pastor 
Hall’ (Grand National), ‘Girl in the 
News’ (Gainsboro), ‘Convoy’ (Ealing 
Studios), and ‘Contraband’ (British 
National). True, these were made 
prior to the hefty air-raidings, but 
nonetheless under conditions of 
military 
strictions. 

3 Bright Possilibities 
| Going along now to the U.S. are 
| three bright possibilities in ‘Free- 
dom Radio’ (Columbia), ‘Quiet Wed- 
ding’ (Par) and ‘Spring Meeting’ 
(Assoc. British), plus, of course, the 





Restrictions on Weakie| 


H PIX AID 








UPO Ua. BUYO 
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| 


| 








draft and equipment re- | 


‘super’ ‘Major Barbara’ from Gabriel | 


Pascal. 
severest 
first two named actually meeting 
with injuries to members of studio 
crews when plants were bombed. 
| ‘Freedom Radio’ rates as one of the 
best pix turned out on this side. 
This upswing in quality could be 
due to a variety of reasons. One 
might be a result of focusing atten- 
| tion to the job in hand, in line with 
national propaganda. restric- 


These were made under the 





Again, 
| tions on weakie product through 
equipment control and_ restricted 


| fl6or space could mean a tightening 
| Of existing production. 

It’s doubtful if budget angle has a 
lot to do with the rise. Frozen coin 
regulations may have meant added 
buying of British product, but it did 
not, in the majority of cases, make 
the pictures. 


HOYTS ADDS 6 
ANTIP CINEMAS 








Sydney, March 11. 
circuit igs taking over 
Snider-Dean’s entire interest in Na- 
tional Theatres, giving Hoyts (20th- 
Fox controlled) two additional the- 
atres here and additional ones in 
Melbourne, Brisbane, Hobart, and 
Launceston. 


Hoyts 


Snider-Dean chain was hooked up 
with Hoyts some years ago follow- 
ing the first breakaway of Hoyts 
from Greater Union, then known as 
General Theaters. When proposed 
revival of General Theatres as a 


booking combination, for both Hoyts 
and Greater Union, fell through, the 
| former naturally sought more outlets 
in its theatre expansion program. 
Snider-Dean will continue its own 
suburban cinemas. It was at the in- 


sistence of Snider-Dean that it be | 
what | 


| guaranteed profits no matter 
the ramifications of the Hoyts- 
| renter Union booking arrangement 
might be that is considered a major 
reason for failure of the merger to 
succeed. 

Hoyts circuit this week also takes 
over complete control of the Capitol 
theatre, Melbourne, formerly Para- 
'mount’s show window in that part 
of Australia. With this theatre go- 


| agreement 


bombing handicaps, the | 





ing to Hoyts, deal for G.U.T. to. 
handle Par product exclusively in 
| Melbourne has followed. 


5 Latin-American Nations Okay 
‘Great Dictator’; Five More to Go 





MIXING TRAGEDY AND JOY 


'Crowd Awaiting Mex. 
Pushes Cop to Death Under Train 








Mexico City, March 11. 

The arrival of Cantinfias, 
tramp comedian now on a road tour, 
at Aguascalientes, central railroad 


a. 


| 


Comedian | |Chaplin’s ‘The Great 


ace | closed yesterday 


With approval over the weekend 
in Ecuador and Costa Rica, Charles 
Dictator’ has 
/been okayed by 15 of the 20 Latin 
| American nations, Walter Gould, 
| United Artists foreign manager, dis- 
(Tuesday). Re- 


| quests for approval are pending or 
| have not yet been made in the five 


and industrial town, caused a trag- | 


edy. 
holding back the crowd of Cantin- 


One of the several policemen | 
|of the 


flag admirers at the railroad station | 


| was pushed onto the tracks before 


the approaching train. Wheels of 
the engine decapitated him. 


The comic assisted station em-, 


ployees and firemen to extricate the 
body. 





SNAG ON U.S. 


MONEY — 





“ 


Brazil's new 8% tax on US. film 
coin remittances has been adjusted | 
so as to apply only to 1940 re- 
mittances, instead of being retroac- | 
tive to 1935, according to word re- | 
ceived in N.Y. this week. Remit- | 
tances from Brazil distribution cur- | 
rently are being made to the US., 
with the proviso that 8% of this | 
coin be held in escrow until an 
is reached as to what 
constitutes net income. These re- 
mittances were resumed Feb. 12 | 
after being held up by Brazil for 
several weeks. 

Arrangements on temporary coin 


|remittances is deemed satisfactory 


| agreement with 
| tors 


to both the American distribs and 
the Brazil government. 

Brazil is contending that money 
remitted to U.S. represents net pro- 
fit for the American distributors 


| while U.S. distributors aver that it 


is not. For example out of $1,000, 
the company which figures its oper- 
ating overhead in Brazil at 30% re- 
mits $700 to N.Y. American film 
companies claim that this $700 is not 
net profit because a percentage of 
production costs, expenses of the 
New York office and other expendi- 
tures must be deducted before ar- 
riving at a true net profit. 


The Brazilian government wants 


to apply the 8% tax on the $700 re- 
| mitted to N.Y. 
|tors contend this is not net 


distribu- 
profit 


American 


'and that only $500 to $600 should be 


covered by the new Brazil taxation: 
Present attitude of the Brazil gov- 
ernment in seeking an amicable 
American distribu- 
indicates that some sort of a 
compromise may be worked out. 


UA TALKS BRITISH DEAL 
FOR $1, 800, 000 INDIE PIX 


London, Feb. 15 


Handled by Teddy Carr, UA’s 
rector here, deal is being discussed 
with indie producers to turn out a 


schedule of British product for UA. 

Understood budgets are set at 
$300,000 each and cover half a dozen 
pictures. 


Natan Indicted 


Vichy, March 11. 
Bernard Natan and eight others 
have been indicted in Paris and or- 
dered held for trial on charges 








| than Germany,’ 


ADJUST BRAZIL 


| thing equally 


other countries. 

Film has already opened in eight 
Latin republics, including 
Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Ven- 
ezuela, Cuba, Chile, Uruguay and 
Ecuador. One of nations which gave 


| its okay with the least trouble—to 


the surprise of many concerned— 
was Chile. Southern part of that 
country is said to be ‘more German 
yet the picture has 
played two towns in the region, 
Valdivia and Concepcion, without a 
hint of trouble. 

Argentina is at the moment on the 
questionable list. Nod was given 
‘Dictator’ to play the capital city, 
Buenos Aires, where it had orig- 
inally been banned. Stipulation was, 
however, that certain eliminations 
must be made, Geuld said. Chap- 
lin, in the belief that the demands 
were beyond justification and would 
ruin the film, has withheld his 
okay. Further mediation on the 
problem is now under way. 

Countries in which opening dates 
have either been set or the film at 
least approved are Guatemala (opens 
March 18), Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Colombia and _ Bolivia, 
Possibility of trouble is foreseen in 
Brazil, which leans heavily toward 
the totalitarian countries, and UA 
has not even made application there 
for an okay on the film. In Peru, 
application is pending, although 
there, too, tough sledding would not 
be unanticipated. 

Lesser Outlets 

other countries have not 
been approached yet, but not be- 
cause of any expected difficulties, 
merely because they are small and 
ordinarily get last runs. These in- 
clude Paraguay, Dominican Republic 
and Haiti. 

Gould has used an entirely differ- 
ent distribution technique on the 
film in Latin America than was used 
by UA’s domestic sales department, 
and apparently with better results. 
He uses what he calls a ‘splash 
opening’ technique. Instead of put- 
he film in one house and hop- 
ing for a run of 20 weeks or some- 
phenomenal, he puts 


Several 


ting t 


it in three or four houses simul- 
taneously and milks everything pos- 
sible out of it as quickly as pos- 
ible Chaplin films in the past 
habitually have opened tremend- 


ously and then kind of petered out. 
This is the fifth Chaplin picture 


Gould has sold and he’s taking ad- 


vantage of what he knows to be 
* characteristics. 

Gould has obtained his ‘splash 
openings’ even in such remote spots 
1s the Dutch East Indies, where in 
orobaya ‘Dictator’ opened in four 

; and in Batavia it opened in 


DEUTSCH BACKS FILM 
WITH CLIVE BROOK 


London, Feb. 15. 
Stanley Haynes, producer; David 
Maclean, director, and Ronald 


Neame, cameraman who worked on 
the filming of ‘Major Barbara’ for 
Gabriel Pascal, have combined their 


| talents for producing a film on their 


growing out of the bankruptcy pro-~ 


ceedings involving the Pathe- 
Film Co., according to word received | 
here. Defendants are charged with | 
complicity, abuse of confidence and 
embezzlement. More than 100,000,- 
000 francs allegedly is involved in 


Natan 


the embezzlement charges. 
Defendants probably will go to 
| trial next month. ‘ 


own. 

It will be 
Deutsch, 
the feat 


financed by Oscar 
and Clive Brook will have 
ured rule. 


Wimer, Mex Actor, Dies 
Of Auto Crash Injuries 


Miguel Wimer, 55, Mexican stage, 
pic and radio performer, died in 
Mexico City March 3 from injuries 
suffered in an automobile accident. 
Burial in Mexico City. 

Surviving are his mother, a sister, 
a widow and two children, 
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THAT NIGHT IN RIO 


(Technicolor) | 

; 

(MUSICAL) n 
Hollywood, March 7. | 

20th Century-Fox release of Fred KoGil- | 
mar production. Stars Alice Faye, Don 


Ameche, Carmen Miranda. Directed by 
Irving Cummings. Screenplay by George 
Seaton. Bess Meredyth and Hal Long: ad- 
ditional dialog by Samuel Hoffenstein 


based on play by Rudolph Lothar and Hins 


Adier; adapted by Jessie Ernst; camera, 
Leon Shamroy; Technicolor photograph 
Ray Rennahan; dances, Hermes Pan; eé:li- 
tor. Walter Thompson; musical direction 
Alfred Newman; songs. Mack Gordon and 
Harrv Warren. Previewed in studio pro- 
jection room March 6, '41, Running time, 
90 MINS. 

Baroness........ secitebeedesesounteee Gers 
Larry Martin U,,,..........Dom Ameche | 


Raron Duarte § 
Carmen.......ccceeseesee-Carmen Miranda 
Ss. Z 





DORA. 2.608060 cs vcsveseveeeocens Sakall 
Machado. cccccccccccscccess J. Carro)! Nzish 
Salles. .cccsovccevccseee padsnncees Curt Bois 
PIMGOR. cc knnceked scenes eens Leonid Kinske 
Banda Da Lua....Carmen Miranda's Orch, 
PR nas tecctodnss 1506456 .--Frank Puglia 
De ebantene ciarees0ee eed Lillian Porter 
POT e ree Teer eT rT. Ty Maria Montez 
Ambassador......-ccsceee Georges Renavent 
BED sc d cabo ectonnnes .-Edward Conrad 
ee PCT re Fortunio Bonanova 
Specialty Trio...... eeavees «++-Flores Bros. 

Cognizant of the timeliness of 
South American backgrounds for 
filmusicals, 20th Century-Fox digs 


into the remake bag for this succes- 
sor to ‘Down Argentine Way.’ It’s a 
close carbon copy, insofar as story is 
concerned, of ‘Folies Bergere’ which 
20th turned out six years ago with 
Maurice Chevalier, Merle Oberon 
and Ann Sothern, but with locale 
switch from Paris to Rio de Janeiro. 
Embellished with lavish production, | 
brilliant Technicolor, and several | 
tuneful songs, it’s peak entertainment 
and should do profitable business in 
the regular runs. 

‘That Night in Rio’ stars Alice | 
Faye, Don Ameche and Carmen | 
Miranda, strong voltage for marquee | 
lighting. Ameche is very capable in 
a dual role, and Miss Faye is eye- 
appealing but it’s the tempestuous 
Miranda who really gets away to a_ 
fiying start from the first sequence. 
She sings and dances in the style 
which has made her tops among the 
South American importations, and | 
carries that same showmanship per- 
sonality into an acting assignment as 
the fiery and jealous lover of the 
American entertainer. 

Lightweight story provides 
Ameche with the dual role: of a 
breezy American night club m.c. per- 
forming in Rio, and a native finan- 
cier. Resemblance between the pair 
is so close the former’s sweetheart, 
Miranda, and the financier’s wife, 
Miss Faye, cannot tell them apart. 


When a business crisis arrives, the | 


tycoon’s associates secure the enter- 
tainer to impersonate the 
Baron, with the stand-in innocently 
completing a deal that prevents 
financial ruin. During the stand-in 
roceedings, the entertainer engages 
n a flirtation with Miss Faye, who 
has been tipped off to the substitu- 
tion of her husband. The intimate 
marital complications and final re- 
union are sufficiently spicy for both 
U.S. and Latin paprika appeal. 

Five songs, all with Latin Ameri- 
¢an motif, by Mack Gordon and 
Harry Warren are included in the 
topnotch score which includes four 
tunes of hit potentialities. ‘I’Yi, Yi, 
Yi, Yi,’ ‘Chica, Chica, Boom, Chic,’ 
“Boa Noite’ (‘Good Night’) and ‘They 
Met in Rio.’ Miranda starts pro- 
ceedings with an elaborate dance 
production number to introduce 
Chica,’ and latter tune is also used 
in the finale. ‘Yi, Yi’ is rendered in 
both Portuguese and English most 
effectively by Miranda in other pro- 
duction setting. Ameche handles 
‘The Baron Is in Conference’ (good 
taging) and ‘Boa Noite,’ while Miss 
aye handles one verse of the latter 
while draped, en deshabile, in bed. 

S. Z. Sakall, Curt Bois and Leonid 


Kinskey in support, provide a few | 


comedy moments that are okay. J. 
Carroll Naish also registers in char- 
acter, Direction by Irving Cummings 
Js standard, while Hermes Pan’s 
dance-staging is appropriately cario- 
can, gay and colorful. 

There’s plenty of production 
lavishness for background, with pic- 
ture showing heavy negative expen- 
diture. Technicolor photography ac- 
centuates vivid colors and decidedly 
high contrast, which continually, 
makes the audience conscious of the 
color rather than dramatic action 
outside of the production numbers. 

Walt. 


ROAD TO ZANZIBAR 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 11. 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 
tion. Stars Bing Crosby, Dorothy Lamour, 
Bob Hope. Dtrected by Victor Schertzinger. 
Screenplay, Frank Butler, Don Hartman: 





based on story by Hartman and Sy Rart- | 


Jett: ass't 
director, Victor 


director, Hal Walker: 
Young: dances, LeRoy 
Prinz; songs, Johnny Burke, Jimmy Van 
Heusen; editor, Alma MacRorie;: camera, 


Ted Tetzlaff. Previewed in studio projec- 


musical 


tion room March 10, 1941. Running time, 
89 MINS, | 
SE eer eer ere Bing Crosby 
Donna Latour.........00- Dorothy Lamour 
TET A ere eee Bob Hope 
UNG 1 4656-6065 664.500 bo 55655095 Una Merkel 
cies cheeengewsdencea aan Joan Marsh 
eS errr eee Eric Blore 
‘Zanzibar’ is Paramount’s second 


coupling of Bing Crosby, Bob Hope 
and Dorothy Lamour following their 
successful teaming in ‘Road to Sin- | 
gapore,’ Although picture has suffi- | 
cient comedy situations and dialog | 
between its male stars to get over 
with general audiences in regular 
runs, it lacks the compactness and ' 


/spontaneity of its predecessor. 
|with the starring trio of Crosby, 


| Chertok 


; Winters, 
= 


| Martin ‘Stuff’ 


absent ! 


But 


Hope and Miss Lamour, there's 
penty of marquee lighting to catch 
profitable biz generally. 

The story framework is pretty 
flimsy foundation for hanging the 
series of comedy and thrill situa- 
tions concocted for the pair. 
fluffy and inconsequential tale, with 
Crosby-Hope combo, through their | 
individual and collective efforts, 
ing valiant work to keep up interest. | 

Pair are stranded in South Africa, | 
with Crosby the creator of freak | 
sideshow acts for Hope to perform. | 
With his saved passag money back 
to the States, Crosby buys a diamond 
mine, which is quickly sold by Hope 
for profit. Then pair start out on 
strange Safari with Dorothy Lamour 
and Una Merkel, pair of Brooklyn 
entertainers, pursuing a millionaire 
hunter. Crosby and Hope continue 
their pursuit of Miss Lamour, with 
plenty of banter resulting. In mid- 
dle of the jungle girls pull out and 
the adventurers land in the hands of 
a savage tribe for series of familiar 
episodes. Final escape finds them 
back at seaport, reunited with the 
girls and staging a new sideshow 
comeon. 

Comedy episodes generally lack 
the sparkle and tempo of ‘Singa- 
pore,’ and musical numbers are also 
below par for a Crosby picture. 
Bing sings two, ‘It’s Always You,’ 
the best candidate. Miss Lamour | 
delivers one song, ‘You’re Danger- | 
ous, which also has a chance of | 
catching on. ‘Birds of a Feather’ is 
another likely tune. 

Picture gets adequate production 
mounting, with Tetzlaff’s photogra- 
phy uniform throughout. Walt, 


THE PENALTY 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
production. 
Arnold, Lionel Barrymore, 
tobert Sterling, Gene Reynolds. 
by Harold 8, Bucquet. 
Harry Ruskin and John Q. 
play by Martin Berkeley. Camera, 
Rosson; score, David Snell; editor, 
Previewed in projection 
March 10, ‘41; running time, 








release of Jack 
Features Edward 
Marsha Hunt, 
Directed 
Screenplay by 
Higgins from 
Harold 
Ralph 
room, 
79 





MINS, 
Nelson.......-Edward Arnold 


‘Grandpop’ Logan.....-...Lionel Barrymore 








Katherine Logan....... eeee.-Marsha Hunt | 7 
ied Mictaemion....:...« Robert Sterling | might never have been made at all. 
5 Pe arr re Gene Reynolds | Flin, 
“Sie = BECCOTIICE «600000 eersenee Emma Dunn | a 
oo nr rer rrr ree ert Veda Ann B rg | 
Lagat ck aes apeRh els? Richard Lane| TOPPER RETURNS 
Anne LOgan.....escecveces Gloria DeHaven | 
JUAKO. cocvcccccccescessecoss Grant Mitchell | WUnited Artists release of a Hal Roach 
Hobe Sebewawededssrscbneesaes Phil Silvers | production, featuring Joan Blondell, Roland 
Jay Warren Ashe | Young, Carole Landis and Billie Burke, Di- 
Ve liam Haade | rected by Roy Del Ruth. Screenplay by; 
Brock, Iph Byrd | Jonathan Latimer and Gordon Douglas, 
BUrS. coccccccccsessccesccees Edgar Barrier | based on characters conceived by Thorne 
} Smith; additional dialog by Paul Gerard 
; | Smith; camera, N ert Brodine. Effects by 
This film obviously must be an at- | Roy Seabright. Orchestration by Werner 
tempt to satirize the gangster pic- - baw gee edit r, J se gah ate e 
‘ 2 Pe 7 lew ec ne AStOr theatre, New ork, 
ture of a decade ago. That probably | March 11, ’41. Running time, 95 MINS. | 
is the answer, because the story is a | Gail Richards.......cccceeeeee Joan Blondel! 
succession of all the familiar | Cosmo Topper..........++++.- Roland Young 
cliches. t’s a cops-and-robber Ann Carringt Neiceseccbecseses Carole I indis 
é . - : Pees SOMORs ca ccccveseesscsces Billie Burke 
yarn, the law in this instance being | pop........ Dennia O'ieefe 
represented by J. Edgar Hoover’s | Maid.............ccccccceeccees Pat Kelly 
FBI men, who are shown up to be | Mr. Carington..............+. H. B. Warner 
| stupid fumblers, and the tough guys oo beatae (oes Benge tn 
. . da et Pree eee ee ee ee reorgee 2ucco 
j}are bank stickups, streamlined and | gpt. Roberts) 2222 Donald sMacketde 
|modern prototypes of the Daltons. | Lillian...............00008- Rafaela Ottiano 
It’s a bad ‘B’—the ‘b’ in this instance | Rama....s... eee ee eee eeees rrevor Bardette 


standing for bust. 

There are moments, however, 
when the audience will have doubts 
whether to interpret the illogical, 
|silly and inane happenings as at- 
|tempts at comedy, or be suddenly 
shocked by the brutality of the ac- 
tion to believe that maybe the actors 
are playing it straight. As for the 
observance of the ordinary proprie- 
ties of reasonable good taste in popu- 
lar entertainment, the Metro pro- 
| duction staff and the Hays office de- 
partment of script supervision must 
have been looking out the window 


when ‘The Penalty’ slipped through. | 


Of course, it isn’t going to get very 
far. 

In brief, it is a story of filial love 
|of a murderous bank-robber for his 
adolescent son, whom he is bringing 
up to be a dangerous and @ruel 
criminal. The kid gets a full and 
complete education in all the niceties 
of viciousness. He serves as an ac- 
|complice for his dear old dad in a 
holdup which ends in bloodshed and 
death. He stands by while his old 
man machine-guns an FBI operative 
and an innocent taxi-driver. He is 
initiated into the more delicate do- 
mesticies of outlaw life when he is 
compelled to associate with his 
father’s mistress, as hard and mean 
a bit of femininity as to be found in 
all fiction. He even is taught the 
finer points of pistol marksmanship, 
with explanations that are guaran- 
teed to grease the track to any re- 
formatory for a young enemy of so- 
|ciety. And, last of all, he (and the 
| audience) is witness to a cold-blood- 
|ed murder of a helpless and un- 
armed invalid—a sgene that for 
| sheer realism and ruthlessness prob- 
ably never has been surpassed on 
the screen. 

That the film is enacted by a group 


of highly competent and popular | 


players does not soften the impact 
of the story of juvenile corruption. 
Edward Arnold is the father, Gene 
Reynolds, a nice-appearing young 
boy, is the son, and Lionel Barry- 
more is the victim who is killed in 
an act of kindliness. Also in the 


|cast are Marsha Hunt, Robert Ster- 


ling, Emma Dunn and Veda Ann 
Borg. It falls to Miss Borg to imper- 
sonate a trollop the like of whom 


'hasn’t been seen on stage or screen 


in this ~eneration, 

Harold S. Bucquet directed the 
picture under Jack Chertock’s super- 
vision. Script is credited to Harry 


Ruskin and John C. Higgins, from a | 


It’s a} 


do- | 


|‘The Penalty’ 


Miniature Reviews 


‘That Night in Rio’ (20th). 
Lavish filmusical starring Alice 
Faye, Don Ameche and Carmen 
Miranda insures profitable b.o. 

‘Road to Zanzibar’ (Par). 
Crosby-Hope-Lamour in fair 
filmusical which the stars’ name 
values will bolster. 

‘The Penalty’ (M-G). 
from under this one. 

‘Topper’s Return’ (Roach-UA), 
Third of the Topper series not 
up to standard of the others. 





Get out 


‘Mr. Dynamze’ (U). Spy 
drama maintains interest and 
tempo. Above par B program- 
mer. 

‘The Lone Wolf Takes a 
Chance’ (Col). Overplayed cops- 
and-robbers tale for the secon- 


dary duals. 

‘Double Date’ (U). Standard 
B programmer provides ade- 
quate entertainment as dual sup- 
porter in family houses. 

‘A Man Betrayed’ (Rep). Over- 
length albeit imaginative politi- 
cal drama. Okay program dual 
supporter. 

‘Ellery Queen's Penthouse 
Mystery’ (Col). Sleuth novelist- 
criminologist unravels new 
baffler. Strong programmer. 

‘Remedy for Riches’ (RKO). 
One of the lighter Dr. Christian 
stories. 

*‘You’re Out of Luck’ (Mono), 
Third-rate stab at action meller. 
For bottom duals at best. 

‘Billy the Kid’s Range War’ 
(PRC). Slow-moving western 
that doesn’t qualify for the 
cactus league. 








play (unproduced) by Martin Berke- 
ley. 

With a more facetious approach 
might have been a 
very amusing burlesque of all the 
lurid underworld melodramas. With 
the exercise of greater discretion it 





| a 


| This is the third feature film which 


|Hal Roach has produced from the 
strikingly original ideas and char- 
acters conceived by Thorne Smith 


in his use of astral bodies to motivate 
the hilarious and nonsensical actions 
of living persons. Forerunners were 
‘Topper’ and “Topper Takes a Trip,’ 
both of them amusing and popular 
;} entertainment. New entry ‘Topper 
Returns’ is far short of its predeces- 
sors in ‘gs genuity and that reasonable 
| plausibility which is necessary to get 
| over the fantastic idea that the spirit 
of the dead enjoy the discomfiture of 


{the living. Because of its. short- 
|}comings it will hardly measure to 
|first-run requirements, and will 


prove disappointing boxoffice bait in 
| general release. 

Roland Young again appears as 
Topper, the mild-mannered §sub- 
urbanite whose quiet way of life is 
rudely upset by his strange affinity 
for spirits, thet lead him into weird 
complications. Billie Burke is his 
flighty wife, and the newcomers are 
Joan Blondel! and Carole Landis. 

This time the innocent Young is 
dragged into the midst of a murder 
mystery, in the solving of which he 
has able and amusing assistance from 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson, 
| just about steals the picture from the 
other players. In the cast also are 
Patsy Kelly, with little to do, H. B. 
Warner and Dennis O’Keefe. 

Jonathan Latimer and 
Douglas have contrived a 


Gordon 
yarn in 


| which Miss Blondell is murdered by | 


a hooded mysterious character, hav- 
ing been mistaken for her friend, the 
blonde Miss Lan’ is. Thereupon Miss 
Blondell, in shadowy form, appeals 


villain and saving the life of the in- 
tended victim. It’s hard to believe 
and strains the imagination, although 
| the presence of Miss Blondell, some- 
times visible and more frequently 
out of sight, but able to converse 
| with Young, does occasionally main- 
tain the illusion. 

Bits of business and stage effects 
which were used in previous ‘Topper’ 
| pictures are revived, some of them 
| baffling and clever. 

Film begins to miss out when the 
| story veers from its own premise to 
| the level of a conventional mystery 





| farce and the introduction of gags, | 


| based on trap-doors, moving walls 
j}and disappearing fieniture. 
Direction by Roy Del Ruth is un- 


who | 


to Young for aid in capturing the | 


even and lacking in improvisations. 
Characters crowd the scenes and 
important points are lost in an at- 
tempt to keep a static yarn in 
motion. Picture is well photographed 
by Norbert Brodine, and Roy Sea- 
wright’s camera effects are technic- 
ally good. Flin. 


MR. DYNAMITE 


Hollywood, March 8. 
release of Marshall Grant pro- 
Irene Her- 








Tniversal 
duc Features Lloyd Nolan, 
vey, J. Carroll Naish, Robert Armstrong, 
} Ann Gillis. Directed by Jofin Rawlins, 
Original screenplay by Stanl ‘rea Rubin; 
camera, John Boyle; editor, Ted Kent. 
Previewed in studio proj room March 


tion. 


ley ¢ 


tlor 





7, ‘41. Running time, 63 MINS. 
Tommy N. Thornton......++++:- Lloyd Nolan 
Wik! MDGUIB, 6 cccncccccnarexe Irene Hervey 
ProfemSOr.ccccesccccccvccess J. Carroll Naish 
Paul.. Terre rr er Robert Armstrong 
JOCV vcccccccccceccecscecceccesesess Ann Gillis 
WMS cos taaesbaseee seen -Frank Gaby 
\ LIOB. woccccvcceseos eee Elisabeth Risdon 
Abdullah.....-cececsccceees Shemp Howard 
MOR ec ccccccsoccoressescesseses Cliff Nazarro 
Shinnay...........-.-Monte (Sonny) Brewer 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ explodes as a spy 


drama with sufficient pace and sus- 
|pense to fill requirements for sup- 
| port in the family and action houses. 
lit's a regulation B programmer in 
| both moderate budgeting and lack of 
marquee names, but par entertain- 
ment of its type. 

Lloyd Nolan, World Series pitch- 
ing sensation known as Mr. Dyna- 
mite, spends an evening in New 
York’s Bagdad midway. Attracted 
by Miss Hervey, working in a ball- 
tossing concession, he becomes 
volved in a murder, assists the girl to 
escape, and then becomes the target 
of a police search. In the meantime, 
Miss Hervey discloses she is a Brit- 
ish spy and the murdered man had 
uncovered evidence of munition- 
plant sabotage for her. 
on, it’s the regulation formula of the 
pair gradually falling in love as they 





| cops while they uncover the spy ring. 
| Final roundup, which discloses spy 

messages are transmitted through 
| signalling of a ventriloquist dummy, 
is ingeniously contrived. 

Lloyd Nolan and Irene Hervey 
carry the two major acting roles 
neatly. Ann Gillis, as a tomboy who 
resents romance blossoming between 
the pair, contributes juvenile re- 
sourcefulness when the spy hunt is 
on, J. Carroll Naish carries over- 


ogist, while Robert Armstrong is the 


marksman for the ring. Cliff Na- | 
zarro contributes one scene of his 


jumbled talk. ; 
Direction by John Rawlins main- 
tains consistent tempo. Walt. 


The Lone Wolf Takes a 
Chance 


Hollywood, March 6. 





Columbia production and release Stars 
Warren William Directed by Sidney Sal- 
kow. Story and screenplay by Earl Felton 
and Sidney Salkow, based on character 
created by Louis Joseph Vance; camera, 
John Stumar; editor, Viola Lawrence, Pre- 
viewed at Pantages March 5, ‘41. Run- 
ning time, 72 MINS, 

Michael Lanyard.......+- Warren William 
Gloria Foster. .cccccccscces June Storey 
Frank JOrdam..eccrcccccecces Henry Wilcoxon 
SRTOIBON . ccsccsccsscésescceseeses Eric Blore 
PNSGOGtOE CYAN, 6 646-0080 0500% Thurston Hall 
Sherif® BMAgmerty...cscccsecs ..Don Beddoe 
Evelyn Jordan. cceccececcss Evalyn Knapp 
DICGKONS.s<ccovesecs Tiveerr ee Fred Kelsey 
ViG BeutORsccsces bean William Forrest 
Dr. Hooper Tupman Walter Kingsford 
Johnny Baker.... ....+--Lloyd Bridges 

‘onductor......... ‘ Ben Taggart 
Brakeman..... Richard Fiske 

Chuckful of cops-and-robbers 
chases and synthetically-concocted 


suspense, latest entry of the Lone 


Wolf series is a filler for the sec- 
ondary duals where audiences are 
not particular about credulity ip 


story setup. It’s a wild tale of in- 
nocuous situations, with both 
and direction reminiscent of 
‘Perils of Pauline’ technique. 
After betting the polfce inspector 
he can keep out of trouble for 24 
hours, the Lone Wolf (Warren Wil- 
liam) becomes involved with a case 
that includes a murder, kidnap- 


the 


pings, wild train rides, the robbery | 


of treasury engraving plates from a 
newly invented car, a_ deserted 
house, and more chases. Audi- 
ences will have to have plenty of 
imagination and disregard for logic 
to accept the goings-on. 

William does the best he can with 
the mediocre material provided 
Eric Blore has a few okay chances 
with his comedy routines. Direction 
by Sidney Salkow, who also splits 
credit on screenplay with Earl Fel- 
ton, is overplayed throughout. 

Walt. 


DOUBLE DATE 


Hollywood, March 7. 
release of Joseph G, 
production Features Edmund Lowe, 
Merkel, Peggy Moran, Rand Brooks. 
rected by Glenn Tryon. Screenplay 
Scott Darling, Erna Lazarus, 
tine Johnston, Original by Scott Darling 
and Erna Lazarus; camera, John Boyle; 
editor, Otto Ludwig. Previewed In studio 





Universal 
Una 
Di- 


Agnes Chris 


projection room, March 6, ’'41. Running 
time, 59 MINS, ° 

BOOT: 62.64 C5564: 64 6 ev acesgee es Edmund Lowe 
Elsie..... RERUNS 0 042 5hcancueees Una Merke!} 
Penny $OEOS5 500.0000 05068008 Peggy Moran 
gs Sr re eeee- Rand Brooks 
SON) 666 SSSK- 560 O05-08-0e daw Tommy Kelly 
eee COSCCCO DE OD OC STORCES Hattie Noel 


Truck Driver 


Motorcycle Cop...cccesccceces William Ruhl 
UN cib6é 55455500500 0b4e00 ed Sam F'lint 
TD atc atcogariicenewan Pat O'Malley 
pOwemeewe. EOG0Or. .. i... 56. cccuens Joey Ray 
eee sesstaarecc-s .-Charlie Smith 





‘Double Date’ is an unpretentious 
‘little number that fulfills its aim as 


in- | 


From there | 


remain a few jumps ahead of the) 


| 
supply of makeup as the aged astrol- | 


story | 


Sanford | 


by | 


Eddy Waller | 


| adequate entertainment for bookings 
lin supporting slots of the family 
| houses. Picture, although having a 
basic story away from the genera] 
|runof lower budgeted films, is handi- 
'capped by overplayed direction that 
|loses many opportunities apparent 
in the script. 
Story details the attempts of two 
youngsters, a boy and girl who ar- 
rive home from boarding schools to 
find his father and her maiden aunt 
|engaged in romantic adventures, to 
| break up the affairs which looks like 
eventual marriage. While their eld- 
ers are cooing, the kids are bicker- 
ing; but join forces to thwart the 
}romance. A robbery is inserted to 
| provide a three-way chase that rolls 
'along for the third half of the pic- 
|'ture with the usual thrill rides and 
|complications that eventually land 
| the quartet in jail. The judge quickly 
-marries the older pair to save them 
from further mishans on their elope- 
ment, and the kids k#ss and make up 
| with the crisis passed. 
Una Merkel is the spinster aunt: 
'Edmund Lowe is the father: Rand 
Brooks his son; and Peggy Moran 
| the girl. Quartet fit neatly into their 
; respective roles. Walt, 


A MAN BETRAYED 


Hollywood, March 8. 


Republic release of Armand = Schaefer 
production, Stars John Wayne, Frances 
Dee. Directed by John Auer. Screenplay 
by Isabel Dawn; adaptation by Tom Kile 
patrick; original by Jack Moffitt; ie 
Jack Marta; editor, Charles Craft Pres 


| viewed at Studio City theatre, March 7, ' 


Running time, 82 MINS, 

Ba BEI 0 0.0'0:4:60550 66080 cn John Wayne 
| Sabra Cameron....cecee eoee- Frances Dee 
Tom Cameron....... coccccecoes edward Ellis 
ee eee eccvccccccccseee Wallace Ford 
| Floyd ETUCTTL TTT CT TORTI Ward Bond 
f AROETIR BIGGS. coocecsenevessss Harold Huber 
& A eae eoe+-Alexander Granach 
1 GOOERO CHUCK. vc ccatoacsecs Barnett Parker 
POOUOOUE OE. 606060 4eedsese bh tweens Ed Stanley 
| Mr. We ON 6646645400000 0003 0.000% Tim Ryan 
| LAn@worthy..cccccccscccceess harry Hayden 
Pringle..... eccccccccccccccce- beussell Hicks 
| Governor TTT TTT coccccoceFierre Watkin 
BT eer: ere Coccccecs Ferris Taylor 





‘A Man Betrayed’ is a loosely-writ- 
,ten, overlength drama of a_ hick 
| lawyer who arrives in the big city 
| to investigate the murder of a towns- 
;man, and remains long enough to 
smash the corrupt political ring and 
| latter’s underworld associates. John 
| Wayne will have to carry burden of 
attracting customers. .Proper groove 
is in supporting brackets generally. 

Audiences will have to generate 
plenty of imagination to accept the 
illogical yarn of political chicanery 
'dished out from Jack Moffitt’: 
nal. Major drawback is the wander- 
ings through inconsequential 
quences, and the introduction of sev- 
eral unimportant characters who are 
built up for possible importance and 
then left dangling on a limb. 

A young basketball player visits 
the big city and is murdered: but the 
political bigwig steps in to have it 
booked as suicide. John Wayne, 
young lawyer and pal of the boy, 
arrives to right the wrong: meets the 


origis« 


See 


politicdl boss of the town: falls in 
love with the politician’s daughter; 


remains to do some campaigning for 


|the corrupt machine, and _ finally 
|ctracks everything wide open. It’s 


amazing how conveniently situations 
are set up for him to topple the effi- 
cient boss and his organization into 
the courts and jail. Naturally he 
carries the girl back to the small 
| town for a peaceful life, and the boss 
|—getting suspended sentence—goes 
along. > 

John Wayne is the self-conscious 
hick lawyer, who uses his fists at 
frequent intervals to punch over his 
objectives. Frances Dee is the girl, 
Edward Ellis the political boss, and 
Ward Bond a simpering night club 
bouncer fashioned after Lenn of 
‘Mice and Men.’ Harold Huber and 
Alexander Granach are underworld 
associates of the political machine. 
Direction by John Auer is standard, 
but fails to eliminate the basic story 
and script shortcomings. Walt. 


Ellery Queen’s Penthouse 
| Mystery 


Columbia release of Larry Darmour pro- 
duction. Features Ralph Bellamy Mar- 
garet Lindsay. Directed by James Hog 
screenplay by Eric Taylor from origina! 
by Ellery Queen (Manfred B. Lee and 
Frederic Dannay); camera Tames Ss. 
Brown, Jr.; editor, Dwight Campbe!! At 
Rialto, N. Y¥., week March <> “ai Running 
time, 69 MINS, 

Ellery Queen....cccccces .Ralph Bell 
Nikki Porter....ccccccces Margaret Li y 
Inspector Queen......... Charley Grape I 
SR Serer Anna May Wong 
Sergeant Velie.......... James Burke 
Count Brett........ eee-- EMuardo Cianne 
cca age, LETC EE CECE TE Frank Albertsor 
nT Seek cca sie 6e.nee ee -Ann Dora 
J ae | ae Noel Madisor 
| SPO. POOMCY sc scncsssaceoured Charles Lane 
| Walsh cb 0ees COO CC Sececceseceos Russell Hicks 
MNAPOCN 5 5640'6.60.09 6.606 b0'6 4-03 06 Tom Dugan 

Jo Pee ete secceccsecse--Mantan Moreland 

| Put TIER oi5s senses Theodore Von Eltz 


This is the second of the Ellery 
Queen sleuth stories in series 
launched by Columbia Pix. Current 
| series gains momentum with ‘Ellery 
Queen’s Penthouse Mystery,’ and 
now stacks up as this company’s 
most profitable group of screen 
yarns. Present production is suf- 
ficiently intriguing to hold the most 
rabid detective devotee. Excellent 
programmer, it’s made to order for 
, houses where patrons crave who- 
| dunits. 
| New film in Ellery Queen group 
retains Ralph Bellamy in the sleuth- 
story writer role with Margaret 
Lindsay carrying on the Nikki Porter 
| characterization, as Queen’s secre- 
| tary. Same production staff as in the 
(Continued on page 16) 
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DAVID 0. SELZNICK 


says: “‘T have seen ‘CHEERS 
FOR MISS BISHOP’. It isa 
tender and touching piece of 
Americana! 


HUNT STROMBERG 


says: ‘‘T have seen ‘CHEERS 
FOR MISS BISHOP’. It isa 
beautiful picture and will be 
a strong contender for 1941 
honors!’ 


WHEN 5 HOLLYWOOD PRODUCERS 
CHEER, THE WORK OF ANOTHER— 


WALTER WANGER 


says: ‘‘I have seen ‘CHEERS 
FOR MISS BISHOP’, It is 
MARVELOUS!”’ 


MERVYN LeROY 


says: ‘‘I have seen “CHEERS 
FOR MISS BISHOP’. It is 
a GREAT picture.”’ 


LOUIS B. MAYER 


says: ‘‘I have seen ‘CHEERS FOR MISS BISHOP’. Dick Rowland 
has made a MAGNIFICENT picture that should achieve outstanding 


business at the box-office!”’ 


wt MARTHA SCOTT e¢ WILLIAM GARGAN 
and featuring EDMUND GWENN’* SIDNEY BLACKMER * DOROTHY PETERSON 


and introducing MARY ANDERSON =~» Directed by TAY GARNETT 
From the novel ‘‘Miss Bishop** by BESS STREETER ALDRICH * Screen adaptation 
by STEPHEN VINCENT BENET © Screenplay by ADELAIDE HEILBRON and 
SHERIDAN GIBNEY »* Released thru United Artists 


Khe 74 Kelle 





presentd 


Cheers for Miss Bisho 


An Unforgettable Love Story 























16 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 12. 1941 





FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 


panies for the current quarterly period. 
VARIETY and the running time of 


COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY. INC, 
Key tc Type Abbreviations: 


Date of reviews as given tn 
prints are included.) 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicates date of VARiETY’s review and running time. 

















, 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1/17/41 

The Face Behind the Mask (Col) 2/12 D 
Philadelphia Story (M-G) 11/27 D 

You're Out of Luck (Mono) 3/12 D 

Victory (Par) 12/18 D 

Let’s Make Music (RKO) 12/12 MU 
* Robinhood of the Pecos (Rep) 1/15 w 

Romance of the Rio Grande (20th) 1/4 w 

Lessons from Madame LaZonga(U) 2, 26 Cc 


Honeymoon for Three (WB) 2/12 


6€Y Pp. Lorre-E. Keyes 

11) K. Hepburn-C. Grant 
62 F.Darro 

77. =F. March-B. Field 

82 B. Crosby-E. Risdon 
5¥Y RR. Rogers-M. Reynolds 
73 C. Romero-P. Morison 
64 L. Velez-H. Parrish 
79 ~#=G. Brent-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1! 


24/41 





Land of Liberty (M-G) 1/15 D 
The Wild Man of Borneo (M-G) 
Life With Henry (Par) 1/22 
The Saint in Palm Springs (RKO) 
Road Show (UA) 2/12 

Tall, Dark and Handsome (20th) 
Ridin’ on a Rainbow (Rep) 1/29 
High Sierra (WB) 1/22 


€ 
1/8 


1 


‘D 

c 

D 

Cc 

22 M 
w 
D 


98 All-Star Cast 
F. Morgan-B. Burke 

sv J. Cocoper-L. Ernst 

6> G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
85 C.Landis-A. Menjou 
77 +. Romero-M. Berle 
i¥ «6G. Autry-S. Burnett 
100” so#H. Bogart-I. Lupino 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/31/41 





Come Live with Me (M-G) 1/22 
Kid’s Last Ride (Mono) 





c 

Ww 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith (RKO) 1/22 c 
Arkansas Judge (Rep) c 
Petticoat Politics (Rep) 2/12 c 
Girl in the News (20th) 1/4 D 
Buck Privates (U) 2/5 c 
Father’s Son (WB) 2/19 D 





86 J. Stewart-H. Lamarr 
R. Corrigan-J. King 


yu C.Lombard-R. Montgomery 
74 Weaver Bros. & Elviry 

67 R. Karns-R. Donnelly 

77. ~M. Lockwood-E. Williams 

’Z Andrews Sis-Abbott-Costello 
57. «J. Litel-F. Ineseort 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/7/41 





The Devil Commands (Col) 2/19 M 
Blonde Inspiration (M-G) 2.19 D 
Ridin’ the Cherokee Trail (Mono) WwW 
You're the One (Par) 2/5 rf 
Along the Rio Grande (RKO) 1 29 w 
Ride, Kelly, Ride (20th) 2/12 C 
Back Street (U) 2/12 D 
Great Dictator (U4) 10/16 4 


Flight From Destiny (WB) 1/4 


B. Karloff-A. Duff 


65 

71 J. Shelton-V. Grey 

61 ‘T. Ritter-B. Miles 

7¥ O. Tucker-B. Baker 
66 T. Holt-B. Rhodes 

59 FE. Pallette-R. Quigley 
sy 6C. Boyer-M. Sullavan 
127. C. Chaplin-J. Oakie 
73 TT. Mitchell-J. Lynn 








Across the Sierras (Col) w 
Trial of Mary Dugan (M-G) 2/12 D 
The Mad Doctor (Par) 3/5 D 
Play Girl (RKO) 12/18 RD 
Golden Hoofs (20th) 2/19 D 
Prairie Pioneers (Rep) 2/26 Ww 
Meet the Chump (U) 2/12 Cc 
So Ends Our Night (UA) 1/29 e 


Great Mr. Nobody (WB) 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/14/41 


B. Elliott-L. Walters 


we SOR. Young-L. Day 

90 J. Howard-E. Drew 

76 K. Francis-J. Ellison 

68 J. Withers-C. Rogers 

53 B. Steele-B. Livingston 
5¥Y H. Herbert-A. Nagel 

120 F. March-M. Sullavan 


E. Albert-J. Leslie 











Adam Had Four Sons (Col) 2/19 

Meet Boston Blackie (Col) 3/5 D 
Hardy’s Private Secretary (M-G) 2,26 ¢ 
Virginia (Par) 1/15 RD 
Scattergood Baines (RKO) 2/12 c 
Western Union (20th) 2/5 D 
Nice Girl (U) 2/26 SG 
Cheers for Miss Bishop (UA 1/15 D 
Strawberry Blonde (WB) 2/19 CD 





Blondie Goes Latin (Col) 19 


2 Cc 
Outlaws of the Panhandle (Col) w 
Free and Easy (M-G) Cc 
In Old Colorado (Par) w 
Citizen Kane (RKO) D 
A Man Betrayed (Rep) 3/12 D 
Great Train Robbery (Rep) 3.5 w 
Murder Ameng Friends (20th) 3/5 M 
Dark Streets of Cairo (U) 12/4 M 
Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M 


Lone Wolf Takes a2 Chance (Col) 3/12 M 
Rage in Heaven (M-G) 3/5 D 
Flying Wild (Mone) Dd 
The Hard-Boiled Canary (Par) 2 26 D 
Tobacco Road (25.h) 2/26 D 
Mr. Dynomite (U) 3/12 D 

3/3 CD 


Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 


The Penalty (M-G) 3/12 D 
Sign of the Wolf (Mono) D 
A Girl, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) 3/5 © 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) w 
Sleepers West (20th) D 
Double Date (U) 3/12 Cc 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) D 


E. Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) 3/12 M 


The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 D 
Footlight Fever (RKO) c 
The Outlaw (20th) M 
Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) Ww 
Man Who Lost Himself (U) D 
Topper Returns (UA) S 
The Sea Wolf (WB) D 











North from the Lone Star (Col) 
The Bad Man (M-G) 

Las Vegas Nights (Par) 
Melody for Three (RKO) 
Mr. District Attorney (Rep) 
Dead Men Tell (20th) 
Man-Made Monster (U) 
That Uncertain Feeling (UA) 
Knockout (WB) 


3/5 


1-141 let Ee 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/28/41 


WEEK OF RELEASE—?/21/41 





108 W. Baxter-I. Bergman 

61 C. Morris-R. Hudson 

97 M. Rooney-L. Stone 
107. MM. Carroll-F,. MacMurray 
6Y G. Kibbee-E. Dunn 

93 =R. Young-R. Scott 

93 D. Durbin-F. Tone 

94 M. Scott-W. Gargan 

98 O. DeHavilland-J. Cagney 








P. Singleton-A. Lake 
C. Starrett-F. Robinson 
R. Cummings-R. Husse 


70 








67 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 
0. Welles-J. Cotten 
2 J. Wayne-F, Dee 
62 B. Steele-C. Carleton 
67 J. Hubbard-M. Weaver 
2’ S. Gurie-R. Byrd 
F. Inescort-H. Angel 
7/41 
72 W. William-J. Storey 
83) R. Montgomery-l. Bergman 
63 L. Gorcey-B. Jordan 
8U A. Jones-S. Foster 
91 ~G. Tierney-C. Grapewin 
63 L. Nolan-I. Hervey 
¥9o =E. Flynn-B. Marshall 








Barrymore-E. Arnold 





a oo 
G. Bradley-M. Whalen 
90 G. Murphy-L. Ball 
G. Autry-S. Burnette 
L. Nolan-M. Hughes 
59 P. Moran-U. Merkel 
57 E. Norris-M. Coles 
21/41 


R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
A. Mowbray-D. McBride 
W. Huston-J. Russell 

J. Brown-F. Knight 

B. Aherne-K. Francis 

J. Blondell-R. Young 

E. Robinson-I. Lupino 


69 
90 





B. Elliott-D. Fay 

W. Beery-L. Barrymore 
P. Regan-B. Wheeler 

J. Hersholt-F. Wray 

D. O’Keefe-F. Rice 

S. Toler-S. Ryan 

L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill 
M. Oberon-M. Douglas 
W. Morris-O. Bradna 


ce 
~ 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 





Washington Melodrama (M-G) M 
Border Vigilantes (Par) Ww 
Repent at Leisure (RKO) RD 
In Olid Cheyenne (Rep) w 
Scotland Yard (20th) D- 
Mutiny in the Arctic (U) M 
A Shock in the Dark (WB) Cc 


F. Morgan-A. Rutherford 
W. Boyd-R. Havden 

K. Taylor-W. Barrie 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon 

R. Arlen-A. Devine 

W. Lundigan-N. Wynn 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 





The Great Swindle (Col) M 
Men of Boys Town (M-G) D 
Road to Zanzibar (Par) 3/12 D 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) cD 
Two Gun Sheriff (Rev) Ww 
That Night in Rio (20th) 3/12 MU 
The Lady from Cheyenne (U) wD 
The Great Lie (WB) n 


J. Holt-M. Reynolds 
S. Tracy-M. Rooney 
Crosby-D. Lamour 
Arthur-C. Coburn 
Barry-V. Carroll 
Faye-D. Ameche 
Young-R. Preston 
Davis-G. Brent 


Oop osba 


| 


| 


| 
| 


' were settled on a 50-50 basis of con- | 


' 


| Friedl 


FRIEDL FINALLY BUYS 
‘GONE’; REPORTED 357, 


Minneapolis, March 11. 
John J. Friedl, president of the 
Minnesota Amus. Co, (Paramount- 
Singer), who had been holding out 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy against the 50-50 terms demanded 


for ‘Gone With the Wind’ subse- 
quent-run engagements, finally made 
a deal and film opens here at the 
Century Friday (14) for its second 
loop engagement—this time at pop 
prices. 

Although neither Fried] nor Metro 
would reveal the terms eventually 


agreed upon, reports have it that the , 


percentage is 35% to a split figure. 
simply stated ‘differences 


cessions from the original stand’ and 
‘the terms negotiated are very rea- 
sonable.’ Local M-G representatives 
said ‘GWTW’ was sold to the Minne- 
sota for the entire circuit ‘according 
to the company’s sales policy.” They 


| refused to specify or give details. 


i but M-G 


Northwest Allied is on record to 
buy the picture at the 50-50 terms, 
claims to have made some 


| deals already with independent ex- 


| hibitors 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| ition of the Co-Ops. 


outside the Twin Cities. 
Minnesota Amus. deal for ‘Dictator’ 
still is stymied by United Artists’ 
50-50 split demand._ 





Mid-West’s Suit Resumes 


Detroit, March 11. 

After weeks of delay, 
Theatre’s suit against the Co-Opera- 
tive Theatres of Michigan was re- 
sumed in Federal court. 

The case is now in highly tech- 
nical stage in which the plaintiffs 
are presenting theatre grosses, re- 
ports on film rentals, ete., to support 
its claims that Mid-West theatres 
along Woodward avenue have had 
difficulties in booking and getting 
proper pictures because of the oppos- 








Roadshow ‘Outlaw?’ 


Indication was given by 20th-Fox 


| last week that ‘The Outlaw,’ origin- 
| ally slated to play the Roxy, N.Y., 


| will not go into that house. 


Lobby 


| displays annonucing the new How- 


| 


|ard Hughes film were removed. 
It’s that 
| Hughes roadshow 


understood 
may 


Fox and 


{into another house where it could 
hang on for a longer run. Produc- 
tion on it is about completed. 


Mid-West | 


| the heavy- | 
budgeted pic or attempt to get it | 











| Unsung Heroes 














Continued from page 122=—— | 


'and is fully primed as to what he 
thinks is the potential boxoffice va- 
lue of pictures. 
More than any 
makes a successful salesman is 
| his personal touch the lasting 
| friendships he establishes with 
exhibitors he comes in contact with 
~his honesty and his forthrightness. 
When snags are encountered in mak- 
ing out contracts it is generally the 


‘thing else that 


film 


Branch Manager who comes to the | 


rescue of his salesmen to clinch the 
deal. In many instances exhibitors 
dislike this interference and _ insist 
that his friend, the salesman who 
has been working on the deal, get 
full credit for its consummation. And 


may it be said for the Branch Man- | 


he is 


ager 


t} 


more than happy to give 
lat credit 
That tr l 


1001 of 


hard scl of 
! julsite in the advancement 
of a film salesman is amply attested 
the fact that the big men now 
heading the executive and sales de- 
partments of the great film dis- 
tributing organizations served their 
apprenticeship on the road. When- 
ever these executives meet they de- 
light in recounting their experiences 
as a road man and tell of the hard 
nuts of exhibitors they had to crack 
|to put over deals, Their long, hard 
years on the road made them the 


ne 


IN? 1S a re 


by 


all 


outstanding personalities they are to- | 


day, and more and more promotions 
are being made from the ranks to 
the men who are loyal to their com- 
panies and have shown their superior 
ability. 

The film salesman is a very im- 
portant individual of a picture com- 
|pany—the liaison officer between the 
studio and the general public, for his 
sale of the picture to the exhibitor 
is the final phase of showing it to the 
public. Without this help, Hollywood 
would be in a bad mess. Pictures 





' 


| publicized by 


cannot be sold by mail—they can be 
advertising, but to 
clinch it, they must. be sold by per- 
sonal contact. 


J 


the | 


film sell- | 














| 








—— (Continued 





Ellery Queen’s Penthouse 
Mystery 


excepting 
Hogan steps up 


/original in series 
Hogan, the director. 


the action with few void spots re- | 


maining in the plot structure : 
Noted criminologist is depicted 


trying to concentrate on his latest | 
detective novel while the solution of | 


'a baffling Oriental gem robbery and 
slaving is undertaken by his dad, the 
police inspector. Nikki and Queen, 
' of course, are the suggested romance. 
| Basic plot concerns a fortune in 
jewels entrusted to a world-famed 
| ventriloquist by Chinese group at- 
|tempting to obtain food for their 
starving people in China. Touring 


robbed and murdered shortly after 
reaching the U. S. on his mission to 
peddle the valuables. Several other 
slayings follow and at least four 
people apparently are trying to snag 
the gem collection. 


| Margaret Lindsay gives a spright- | 
ly performance with infectious com- | 


|}edy moments offsetting her pene- 
| trating interest in the mystery. Bel- 
| lamy makes a more plausible Ellery 
Queen than in his previous produc- 
tion, it being a more typical detective 
characterization. Charley Grapewin 
is the officious Inspector Queen, 
while Anna May Wong handles a 
minor role with ease. Eduardo Cian- 
nelli is thoroughly villainous as the 
mysterious count, while the support 
is headed by Frank Albertson. Noel 
Madison, Russell Hicks, Tom Dugan, 
James Burke and Theodore Von Eltz. 
Aside from niceties of direction by 
| Hogan, Dwight Caldwell has exe- 
cuted a nice editing assignment 
while James S. Brown, Jr., did an 
extra special lens job. 
|who did the screen scripting, had 
|}some difficulty projecting the com- 
plications of *he mystery simply so 
}as not to burden his audiences with 
| heavy detail. However, he has sev- 
| eral comedy twists which overcome 
prolonged involvement. Wear. 





Remedy 








| 
| — _ 
, 
For Riches 
RKO-Radio relense of William Stephens 
| production Features Jean 1 sholt. Dor- 
| othy Lovett, Edgar Kennedy, Je Prouty, | 
| Walter lett. Direeted by Erle C. Ken- 
|} ton. Original screenplay. Lee Ioeb: camera. | 
John Alton editor, Paul Weatherwax;: 
; music, C. Bakaleinikoff Reviewed at Va- 
j riety, Lincoln, dual. Running times 67 
| MINS. 
Pee, CCN caccl os been wes Tean Hersholt | 
Lo RR Oe eee ee Dorothy Lovett | 
6 Re eye Edgar Kennedy 
VOnderveer. .cccecsecccoceacecs Ted Prouty 
S Cet, in cn peeneeesenesesease< Walter Catlett 
BNUEED. ccotdek<sbae des 6edbs04 Dick Baldwin 
AES + 5:00. x0 $00)00-05-060008 460 Warren Hull 
| mae, RIOtimGt, osc cdecee< .Maude Eburne | 
Gertrude........++es0++..Margaret McWade 
bow os ce tehea bean ees ...+.Halline Hill 
. We, CEMRRODs cenebensebess se ..Renie Riano 
SEAT VOT oo. 00060 eeeeenenns s+ ERT! Macollum 
Eddie... o08eeece Bb b6oensen Lest Scharff 
Prudence Penn . Herself 


Strictly for the family trade, with 


its best hope in the country towns, 
‘Remedy for Riches’ is another in the 
string of filmed ‘Dr. Christian’ ad- 
ventures which runs along the same 
pattern as the radio series. In hardly 
a spot, however, will this pic be able 
to stand without the support of a 


| dualled program. 
There’s never any whopper story 
meat in these Christian yarns. 
problem is usually some simple 
small-town dilemma, the guy never 
gets the girl, and the deviations from 
formula are slight, if any. Each runs 
being very similar to the last. 
‘Remedy for Riches’ is richly 
stocked with feature players, all of 
them very capable, but their lineage 
isn’t very forte. Tendency 


| writing department seems to be to/| 


keep the picture from ending, at all 
; costs, until the proper amount of 
footage has been exhausted. In this 
department, there’s a time-consum- 
| ing incident of a rooster which some- 
how never gets on the dining table: 
another in which Jean Hersholt and 
Walter Catlett attempt to bake a 
cake, and a few more less obtrusive. 


Warren Hull, a college boy who | 


gave up bond-selling to go into hick- 
slicking, pops up in Doc Hersholt’s 
town, presumably to build a hotel 
and a resort. 


discovers oil on the property where 


on. Hersholt suspects and sends for 
a respected geologist friend, who is 
immediately framed into jail by Hull 
and his partner, pompous, four-flush- 
ing Jed Prouty. They are all set to 
take the town to an oil-share clean- 
ing, when the Doc correctly diag- 
noses the village case, gets his geolo- 
gist pal out of the jug. and exposes 
the whole deal before it’s too late. 
Incidental romance, which suffers 
along with neglect by the script, is 
between Dorothy Lovett. the medi- 
co’s nurse, and Dick Baldwin, the 
pharmacist. Walter Catlett’s version 
of the local gendarmery is fairly 
laughable, and so is Edgar Kennedy’s 
groceryman. There’s a threesome of 
elderly women—Maude Eburne, Hal- 
line Hill and Margaret 
| who deo nicely, Miss Eburne having 
the edge. 
| There’s a good tieup available in 
‘Hearst paper towns, the newspapers’ 





Film Reviews 


vaudevillian (an Oriental himself) is | 


Eric Taylor, | 


The | 


of the | 


Setting the stage ad- | 
mirably, the first spadeful of earth | 


the hotel was going up and a boom is} 


McWade— | 


| 
| 
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Prudence Penny, the cooking expert, 
|in for a few frames and a couple of 
| lines during the cake-baking contest, 

This is very light fare all the way. 


James 





Art. 
’ 

-YOU’RE OUT OF LUCK 
Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
| production. Stars Frankie Darro; features 
Kay Sutton, Mantan Moreland Directed 
by Howard Bretherton. Screenplay, Ed 
Kelso; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr.; editor, 
| Jack Ogilvie. At New York, N. Y., March 
} 10, *41. Running time, 60 MINS. 
PARC, vccccccces 6666606085 Frankie Darro 
( iitch<«tetwessnabonnss -.-Mantan Moreland 
Margie..... PTYTTTTITITT TTT Kay Sutton 
CaMecraMaNn., ccccccccsccsvceess: Billy Snyder 
Whitney..... ee ececeseres e+e Tristram Coffin 
MDs ooasesenes Ccccccccccceee Richard Bond 
PEND: 606060060660660000048 Ralph Peters 
POC. cccces eccccccescoecces ene O'Donnell 
| Sonya.....e+- ccccsccceccccceee Vick! Lester 
| SOPOO. cocceos eccccccccccccecs. sonnet Shaw 
UTES. cccaccess C6eesoeseons William Castello 

If the title, ‘You’re Out of Luck,’ 
isn’t sufficient tipoff, the first few 
minutes of dialog in this picture 
| give it away as a class C effort. A 
| Stock detective is questioning the 


partner of a murdered gambler, ‘So 
you wont talk, eh?’ he says in ap- 
| proximately those words, ‘I'll see 
you later.’ It’s all about like that— 
just a filler for duals, if nothing else 
is available. 

Yarn is about an elevator boy 
and his detective brother and their 
hackneyed scramble to solve a cou- 
ple of gang murders. There are the 
inevitable assortment of grim-faced 
mobsters, chump comedy gumshoes, 
|an ill-mannered reporter, a blonde 
moll, the slain gambler’s tremulous 
sister and a popeyed Negro porter. 

As indicated, the scripting is car- 
bon copy stuff, the direction is lead- 
en and the acting is just routine. 
There’s nothing to plug on the mar- 
quee or elsewhere. Hobe, 








Billy the Kid’s Range War 


PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produce 


tion. WNStars Bob Steele. Directed by Deter 
| Stewart. Screenplay, William Lively: came 
era, Jack Greenhalgh: music, Lew Porter, 
At Arena, N. Y.; March 3, °41. Running 
| time, 60 MINS, 
PGES TEN E06 006065900 460000 80% Bob Steele 
CMMs 665600 eA 0d 80Cb 0 5hb eee SSE Joan Barclay 
S PU veccveecéawoneveseesecesed Al St. John 
DUE enh tons 6s s66600006000066 Carleton Young 
ACE oc ctesenestouswesscedavas ... Rex Lease 
COMET s ¢.00n.000h000b0es0see Milton khibbee 
re pre rr Carl i e(t 
BOSD 0 6 06600686809 008606 006086 Ted Adams 
PEI. « o0066ss hanes b6e80084 04 Julian Rivero 
FERSCINED. oc cececcscoveessooeeds John Ince 
DAV. .ccccucvccceccoccoses:+csiGen Chase 
FORKING. -ccccccoescooseces Howard Masters 
BT ss 6 sav ssoevetiéetbeseces Buddy Roosevelt 
SO -celn bé i bakedd boeken Ralph Peters 


One of the less vigorous westerns. 
| Meller is based on story material 
that impresses as too flimsy, though 
fist fights, a bit of gunplay and con- 
ventional horse-chase occasionally 
relieve tedious sequences. 

Story hinges on attempts of out- 
|laws to pin a series of murders on 
Billy the Kid (Bob Steele). But with 
Billy shown in other parts of the 
country at time of the killings it 
scarcely seems likely that suspicion 
would be taken as seriously as film 
implies. 

Action revolves about construction 
of a stage road which a gang chief 
is determined to stop in order to get 
a government contract for his steam- 
boat line. A crooked sheriff also fig- 
ures in the deal. 

Steele handles assignment capably. 

Mori. 


THIS ENGLAND 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, March 
Anglo-American Film Corp. of 
British National-John Corfield production. 
Features Emlyn Williams, John Clements, 


Ri 


release 


Constance Cummings, Frank Pettingell, 
Esmond Knight. Directed by David Mac- 
| donald, Story and screenplay, A. R. Raw- 
linson, Bridge Boland; dialog, Emlyn Wil- 
liams; music, Richard Addinsell; camera, 
Mutoz Greenbaum, At Phoenix theatre, 
London. Running» time, 87 MINS. 


Episodic, dramalog unwinds a tale 
around a centuries oid English vil- 
lage, tracing its life and the lives of 
its villagers from Norman times up 
to the present-day conflict. It’s 
superbly acted and presented with 
Simplicity, but the absence of spec- 
tacle and the very obvious nature 
of its propaganda telling militates 
; against its chances outside of the 
United Kingdom. 

Direction of David Macdonald 
|} aims always at the rather somber in 
guiding star players Constance Cum- 
|mings, John Clements and rey 
| Williams through their roles as the 
| three who play a part in the lore of 
| Claverly Village. Clements’ is a fine 
|performance as the farmer who 
| holds his land by no contract but by 
right of age coming down from time 
of England’s serfdom. Story stays 
| with him and Williams as a villager, 
| right through varying periods of suc- 
cess and failure as respective in- 
| vasions threaten their country. Con- 
| stance Cummings enters as first a 
| gypsy from Spanish Armada times, 
then as the daughter of a newly-rich 
purchaser of the Claverly estate. 

Picture opens with Miss Cum- 
| mings as an American reporter visit- 
|ing the village to experience true 
| country reaction to war with Clem- 





| ents explaining why their demeanor 
| is unruffled. 

Production is creditable. 
with some superb photograph 


along 
y 
’Mutz Greenbaum. 
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Additional $2,500,000 Earmarked 
For Army Camp Pix Very Likely x: 








Washington, March 11. 

Bigger Army demand for motion 
pictures for morale and welfare pur- 
poses is in prospect, with the War 
Dept. deciding more entertainment 
imperative for the expanded military 
establishments. Congress is on the 
verge of voting over $2,500,000 for 
additional theatre construction, part 
of the emergency housing program. 

Pians approved by the House re- 
cently provided $2,685,000 for the- 
atres, in addition to $1,317,000 for 
recreation buildings for officers 
(which can be used for film screen- 
ings). Appropriation presently is 
hanging in the Senate, with passage 
expected this week. 

At the outset, the Army underes- 
timated the seating capacity required 
to take care of all the customers in 


Exhib Bites Bowling 


Detroit, March 11. 
Absorbing the competition 
seems to be the idea of Nick 
Kuris who is enlarging his 500- 
seat Ritz at Muskegon, Mich., 
to 1,200 capacity. Oddity is that 
for the enlargement he is taking 
over the bowling alley which oc- 
cupied the adjacent building. 
Increase of bowling’s popu- 
larity throughout Michigan has 
sliced away plenty at picture pa- 
tronage. 


NAT'L THEATRE 











khaki. For the National Guard, the 
facilities were designed to provide 
one seat for each group of nine men 
the Regular Army and draftees were 
to have one seat for 7.5 men. New 
yardsticks, applied in measuring the 
needs of all military units, is one seat 
for six men, so that every individual 
in camp can’see one show weekly if 
he wants to take advantage of the 
opportunity. 

Checkup shows a shortage of 46,600 
seats (at a per capita cost of $60 in 
permanent camps and $7 in tent 
camps), so Congress was asked to 
write a check to pay for the addi- 
tional facilities. Money is divided 
as follows: for theatre at permanent 
Guard cantonments, 5,000 seats addi- 
tional, $300,000; Guard tent camps, 
17,000 seats additional, $119,000; and 
Regular Army and conscript camps, 
24.600 seats additional, $1,476,000. 

On top of this, in new construc- 
tion, the War Department will sink 
another $790,000 in theatres at posts 
still to be developed. Outlay includes 
10 364-seat houses, $170,000; 8 600- 
seat houses, $320,000; 
houses, $30,000. 

Locations of any of the military 
theatres was not disclosed by the 
House Appropriations Committee in 
approving the request. 


Martin Plant Hypos Show Biz 
Omaha, March 11. 


General effect of the starting of 
work on the _ $10,000,000 Martin 
bomber plant here has been elec- 
trical on the whole town and show 
business seems to have shown 
first repercussion. Ceremonies turn- 
ing first spadeful 
big defense project was promptly 
followed by announcement of the 
building of the city’s largest neigh- 
borhood theatre, the Admiral, 
40th and Farnam, city’s busy 
ing crossroads. The sponsors of the 
theatre are Ralph Blank, nephew 
A. H. Blank, head of Tristates, 
Walter Green, owner of the Fepco 
Theatre Advertising Co., which does 
a big trade in the whole 


outly- 


of 


ans have already 
the house, which 


a parking lot and p! 
been finished for 
vill seat 1,100. 

Another refiex from the big de- 
fense plant is undoubtedly to be 
found in establishment of several | 
new major-class night clubs. 

Post theatre at Fort Crook, Neb., 


is getting ready for capacity busi- 
ness. More than 1,000 are going to | 
work at once building the Martin 
Bomber plant which adjoins the 
military reservation. The Post thea- 
tre seats 1.000 and has been a favor- 
ite spot for soldiers and civilians 
who lived in the neighborhood. It 


shows six single features a week but 
will now probably expand. 


New 4,500-Seat Army House 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 11. 
Capt. Edwin W. Grenelle, Clear- 
wa‘cr, Fla., named post theatre of- 
ficc Fort Jackson, Columbia, S C. | 


Fort has three theatres and a 4,500- 
seater under construction for 40,000 
men, 





Pienty of Hopping Awaits 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Bill Boyd, currently vacationing in 
New York, has three ‘Hopalong Cas- 
sidys’ waiting for him when he re- 
turns to Hollywood. Third of the 
series is ‘The Sheik of Buffalo Butt,’ 
which Harry Sherman is rounding 
up for his 1941-42 Paramount re- 
lease program. 

Other two are ‘Secret of the Waste- 
lands’ and ‘Timber Wolves.’ J. Ben- | 
ton Cheney is screenplaying ‘Sheik.’ , 





and 5 1,000-seat | 


the | 


of earth for the | 


at | 


and | 


territory. | 
Tr 7 , | 
The two purcha: ed a large lot and 


CONFERENCES 


ARMY PLAYS 


National Theatre Conference, co- 


versity and community playhouses, 
is laying plans to send its members 
into various army posts throughout 
the country to set up soldier dra- 
matie units. It’s also preparing a 
ist of one-act and full-length plays 
with all- or predominantly-male | 


royalties. 

Initial experiment in establishing 
a group to put on shows is taking 
place at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
rection of Gordon Mitner, assistant 
professor of drama and head of tech- 
nical production at the U. of Texas 
drama department. Plan is for the 





available in- each regiment and put 
on a show, 
apt men among the soldiers as direc- | 
tors and stage crews, 
will be able to produce their own 
entertainment when the NTC direc- 
tor departs for another regiment. 


Admish charge of 10c will be made 
at Bliss to purchase a front curtain 
(Army camp theatres have no cur- 
tains), make-up and a small amount 
of scenery for each regiment, which 
will become perrnanently the prop- 

erty of the regiment. It’s hoped to 
circulate each play among the other 
regiments, permitting 21 
| ances in all at Bliss to cover the en- 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


tire personnel. 
NTC also produced a_ minstre! 
show which is being presented at 


| Fort Bliss this week. Talent was un- 
earthed from among recruits for 12 
specialty acts and a 12-piece band. 


Fort Benning’s Stellar Array 


Columbus, Ga., March 11. 

Topflight radio, screen and stage 
stars will come to Fort Benning for 
series of entertainments to be given 
|in conjunction with units of camp 
service subcommittee of Columbus 
defense recreation committee. 
| Fred K. Hoehler, executive di- 
| rector of Army and Navy Committee 
|on welfare and recreation, has an- 
nounced that at least eight stars and 
one name band will appear for Fort 
Benning soldiers and several other 
name Stars soon will be enrolled for 
this service. 


Among those skedded for 


appear- 
ances, it was announced, are Law- 
rence Tibbett, Eddie Cantor, Melvyn 
Douglas, George Jessel, Al Jolson. 


Tallulah Bankhead, 
| Marjorie Weaver 
and ork. 

Due to well developed setup al- 
ready in existence here, Hoehler said 
Fort Benning probably would be 
first army reservation to play host 
to stars, 


Helen Gahagen, 


and Noble Sissle 








Toughies On the Prowl 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Paramount signed Eugene Forde as 
pilot on the gangster story, ‘Buy Me 
That Town,’ slated to start next 
week. 
Top roles go to Lloyd Nolan, Al- 
| bert Dekker and Constance Moore. 








THEY SMILE, T00? 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Lew Seiler gets the director chore 





on ‘The Smiling Ghost,’ slated to 
start in three weeks at Warners. 


Picture is based on a story by Ben | 


Markson, 


| st — 


op organization of directors of uni- | 
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Television 
——eee CONtinued from page 3 - 


industry, once commercialization is 
under way, would involve a capital- 
| ization twice that in the radio in- 
| dustry. Industry engineers declare 


ja because of the tremendous im- | 
portance to labor in the future, tele- | 


| vision should be given every chance | 

| to develop, and the best way to do 
this is to give private companies a 
‘profit incentive’ which would war- 

| rant additional expenditures. 

| Post-War Need 


The importance of television to the 
| post-war effort, which has already 


been pointed out, is being re-empha- | 


| sized. But in addition to the techni- 
|cal uses to which television can be 
| put, much is also expected in its im- 
| portance to the film industry. 
| films now regarded by Government | 
|agencies as one of the most vital | 
| forces in public morale-building and | 
education, television engineers point | 
out that addition of television would 

wee attendance at motion picture | 


recente advent of talk in 1927, when 
the screen was also in need of some 
innovation to bolster at- 
| tenda 

Sevebeninans of television, in the 
opinion of one well-known television 
engineer, should be speeded up 
rather than otherwise as an aid to 
national defense. Should commer- 
cialization be okayed, chances are 
that television productions costing 
$300,000 to $400,000 might require 
booking even into the second and 
third-run picture houses due to large 
sums which would have to be .ré- 
covered. 

Some sources are of the opinion 





under di- | 


civilian director to choose the talent | 
at the same time training | 


so that they | 


perform- | 


that slowdown in television experi- 
| mentation is due as much to the fact 


casts which may be used without | that most radio manufacturing plants | gional 


are busy on immediate production of 
|standard equipment for civilian, 
larmy, navy and air force needs as 
'to the inability to obtain authoriza- 
tion to commercialize television. It 
lis claimed that when radio equip- 
|} ment manufacturers can see a quick | 
profit they are not very enthusiastic 
about pouring money into something | 
which may bring returns only in the 
, distant future. This theory, how- 
ever, is not substantiated by many 
who are interested in promoting the 


use and development of television as | 
quickly as possible, both as a public | 


| service and for its technical value to 
the armed forces of the country. 





PROF.’S PLUG FOR PIX 


Pennsy Educator Puts Escapology 
Emphasis on Cinema 
Philadelphia, March 11. 
Films, lambasted by churen yroups, 
politicians, reformers, etc. have 
found a defender in Dr. Reese D 
James, associate professor of journal- 


ism at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Speaking before the Philadel- 


phia Motion Picture Forum last Tues- 
day (4), Dr. James said that pictures 
offered an ‘escape’ to 60,000,000 peo- 
ple each week, an escape which they 
sorely needed these days. 

To wives with husbands 
; Dr. James said: 

‘Send him to the movies as a check 
against wanderlust. The pictures will 
take him out of himself, and the 

|}escape is far less harmful than af- 
forded by drinking, gambling or 
roaming afield.’ 

Lauding films as aiding in preserv- 
ing the happy outlook, James gave 
the following examples: ‘Holiday’ of- 
fered escape from monotony; ‘Lucky 
Partners’ and ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You’ took one away from the 
strain of business; ‘Lost Horizon’ 
moved the fear of growing old. 

In addition, said Dr. James, films 
help us appreciate beautiful clothes, 


over 40, 


re- 


beautiful speech, fine diction and 
good manners. 

And finally, said the Penn prof, 
pictures feed the spirit. We see the 
little people win as in ‘Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington’ and ‘Emile | 
| Zola.” Dr. James urged that more 


| films be used in education. He would 
teach drawing through animated car- 
toons; science through shorts: litera- 


ture through such pictures as ‘Tale | 


of Two Cities, ‘Wuthering Heights,’ 
‘Pride and Prejudice’; history through 
pictures like ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
and ‘Northwest Passage.’ 





Ready for ‘Bed Time’ 


Hollywood, March 11. 


B. P. Schulberg announced March | 
21 as starting date for ‘Bedtime 
Story’ at Columbia, to be directed 
by Alexander Hall. °° 


Script has been finished by Sidney 


| Dirnhye a + 
‘Buchman and Richa rd Flour noy. 


eatres much in the same way that | 


Some 6,000 Studio Workers’ Status 


Under Nat'l Labor Act to Be Probed 





Hollywood, March 11. 


to all the benefits of the Fair Labor | 
Standards Act, representatives of the | 
producers and the unions will go into 
a huddle with Wage-Hour officials 
here today (Tues.) to determine the 
status of 6,000 employees whose 
classifications are in dispute. These | 
include certain actors, makeup art- 
ists, publicists, company and stand- 
by grips, gaffers, process projection- 
ists, second cameramen, still photog- 


With | 


A. J. VANNI INTO 
COPELAN’S A.C. 
ZONE BERTH 


Atlantic City, March 11. 
Appointment of A. J. Vanni to suc- 
ceed Herbert Copelan, as manager of 
Warner Bros. theatres in Atlantic 
City, announced Saturday (8) by 


Joseph Bernhard, president and gen- 
eral manager of WB. In addition to 
his new duties as supervisor of thea- 








tres in A. C., Vanni will be the re- 
supervisor of 45 theatres 
| located in South Jersey, Delaware, 
;and Eastern Pennsylvania. 

Cities which comprise his zone, 
| addition to A. C., include: Pleasant- 
ville, Camden, Clementon, Collings- 
wood, Vineland, and Millville, N. J.; 


in 





| 


| claim 


| Wilmington, Del.; Reading, West 
|Chester, Ambler, Wiliow Grove, 
Chester, Lancaster, York, Hanover, 
Palmyra, Red Lion, and Gettysburg, | 
Pa. 

| Vanni has been with WB since 


1935, when he became zone manager 
|of out-of-town theatres in Philadel- 
phia area. Prior to joining Warners, 
| he was general manager of Poli thea- 
tres in charge of New Haven, Bridge- 
| port, Hartford, Waterbury and Meri- | 
| dan Conn., and _ Springfield 
| Worcester, Mass. 
were acquired by Loew’s in 1935 
| Vanni came to Warners. 

| Vanni announced yesterday that 
Virginia theatre (Boardwalk) is be- 
ing remodeled and air-conditioned 
and will be reopened April 4. It has 
been dark since early fall. He also 
| stated Colonial (Atlantic avenue) 
will be remodeled, work beginning 
this month. 


National Screen’s Cuffo 
Trailer for U.S. Defense 


| by Cocking after 
|months of negotiations 


| at the hearings. 


| the 


raphers, soundmen, second assistant 


With 22.000 workers in the film in- | directors, etc. 
' dustry already designated as entitled | 


Merle D. Vincent, chief of the 
| hearings branch of the Wage-Hour 
Division, will come here to preside 
Persons desiring to 
submit briefs or written evidence, or 
to appear in person at the hearings, 
have been advised to contact John A, 
' Stellern, Southern California man- 
ager of the Division. It has been in- 
dicated that both the producers and 
the unions will appear at the hear- 
ings to request changes in certain of 
the disputed classifications. Where 
no protest is filed prior to March 25, 
the recommendations of Eldred M, 
Cocking, survey analyst of the di- 
vision, will become final. 

In the recommendations already 
approved, actors, writers, directors 
and first assistants, top cameramen, 
executive secretaries, gang bosses, 
producers, et al., have been classified 
as exempt, either as professionals, 
administrative or professional em- 
ployees. 

Go On Hourly Basis 
compliance with 
law, studio technical workers in 
the non-exempt classification go 
on an hourly basis beginning to- 
day (11). Affected are assistant 
cameramen, process projectionists, 
second assistant cameramen, set 
designers, soundmen and grips. 

Standby technicians are being 
dropped. Hourly rate will be paid 
to 22,000 employees, including many 
classifications always paid on that 
basis. Workers formerly employed 
on weekly basis will draw less pay 
but work will be spread to take up 
unemployment slack. 


In wage-hour 


Many protests were filed with 
heads of International unions and 
considerable division of opinion over 
new wage setup. Producers 

new arrangement more 
costly but will give employment to 
more technicians. 

The classifications were prepared 
more than six 
and study. 


is 


| His report established 585 occupa- 
| tions in the motion picture business, 


} 
| 


| director 


ranging from laborers to naval archi- 
tects. In 514 of his recommendations, 


and | the producers and representatives of 
When these houses | the employees were in accord or no 
| objections were raised. 
, | 31 


There are 
additional classifications upon 
which the producer and the unions 
were unable to agree. The depart- 
ment recommendations for these 
have already been made by Cocking, 
but they will not become final until 
after the hearings starting March 25. 

In commenting upon the recom- 
mendations, Wesley O. Ash, regional 
of the Wage-Hour Division, 
said: 

‘I am under instructions from the 
administrator to be guided strictly 
by the recommendations in this re- 


| port in inspecting the studios in the 


As part of the national defense 
program in which the picture in- |} 
dustry is participating, National 


minute short for the Government 
which will serve as an appeal to un- 
employed and others in the skilled 
labor division to register at employer 
depots. At the same time it seeks 
to coordinate efforts of employers on 
defense projects to ferret out those, 


among unemployed as well as em- 
ployed, who might be important to 


the work ahead. 
In other words, 
must be many 


pointed out there 
among unemployed 


These in- 
with refer- 


motion picture industry.’ 
spections will be made 


| ence to disputed classifications where 
Screen Service is producing a four- | 


who have had skilled labor experi- | 


ence and also that there may be a 
lot of people who had to give up 
lathes to drive taxis or take up other 
work because of conditions. 
National is making the short on 
the cuff and, 
Dembow, it will go into about 9,000 
theatres. Film will be finished the 
end of this week or early next, with 
| distribution to be made immediately. 
Two Government men are in N. » 


to handle details of distribution to 
theatres. 


Pickens-Griffith Pool 


Uvalde, Texas, March 11. 
Jack Pickens and the Griffith chain 
| are in the midst of a deal, final plans 
to be ironed out during ‘the coming 

week. 

Pickens, according to plans, will 
take over the two houses here, while 
| Consolidated Theatres (Griffith sub- 
sidiary), would take over houses in 

New Braunfels, Refugio and Cuero. 








according to George | 


| the 





protests are filed by either the em- 
ployer or the unions. 
Wants Assistants Exempted 

Second assistant directors will re- 
ceive $1 per hour, with time and 
one-half after 40 hours unless the 
ruling of the Wage-Hour Division is 
upset at the hearing March 25. Pay 
of assistants was increased from 95c 
per hour to $1 per hour, effective 
March 1, but the producers are seek- 
ing to have them placed in the ex- 
empted class. 

Uncertain 
emptions 


job classification, ex- 
tentatively approved by 
administrator as exempt from 
the 40-hour week clause of the act, 
include makeup artists, Class IA, 
makeup artists, Class IB, body make- 
up artists, hair stylists, music copy- 
ists, animal trainers, senior and 
junior publicists, title writers and 
title spotters in the scenario depart- 
ment. 

The following job classifications 
are in dispute as to the exemption 
status, but have been recommended 
by the department analyst as non- 
exempt and falling under the 40- 
hour provision: set designers, assist- 
ant set designers, assistant camera- 
men, first company grip, second com- 
pany grip, standby grip, standby 
painter, standby propmaker and spe- 
cial effects man, standby plumber, 


second assistant director, script 
clerks, standby electrician, nurse, 
first aid men, detectives, process 


projectionists, first and second com- 


| pany propmen, Class 2 and 3 sound- 


men, fitters and costumers, Class | 


jand 2, 
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HITCH YOUR WAGON 
TO A STAR! 


It’s a comforting feeling (like money in the bank!) 
To know that your theatre is fortified with 
The most important asset in show business 








Star Power! 

Ever since this season started M-G-M has 

Delighted the fans with star-crowded hits— 

Here are more M-G-M star-spangled Big Ones on the way: 


SPENCER TRACY + MICKEY ROONEY SPENCER TRACY+*INGRID BERGMAN «LANA TURNER 
in “MEN OF BOYS TOWN” in “DR, JEKYLL AND MR, HYDE” 


WALLACE BEERY 
in “THE BAD MAN” 


with Lionel Barrymore « Laraine Day 


“BLOSSOMS IN THE DUST” CLARK GABLE + ROSALIND RUSSELL 
starring GREER GARSON + WALTER PIDGEON in “THE UNIFORM” 








WILLIAM POWELL *« MYRNA LOY 
in “‘LOVE CRAZY” 








And Friendly, Too! 
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; Inside Stuff—Pictures 


‘Frankie and Johnnie’ bobbed up again last week in St. Louis when 
(Miss) Frankie Baker, Portland, Ore., plaintiff in a $200,000 damage suit, 
alleged her reputation was defamed in a motion picture based on the 
famous ditty. Through her counsel Miss Baker seeks to include the Re- 
public Pictures Corp. as an additional defendant on the grounds that it| 
is the parent company for other concerns already named as defendants in 
the action. 

When her counsel sought to attach Republic in St. Louis an agreement 
was reached whereby the Republic Pictures Midwest Film Distributors, | 
Inc., consented to enter its appearance in the suit which is pending in the | 
local Circuit Court. 











Another attempt to chisel in on the Greater New-York booths held by 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine Operators, affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, is afoot through the Alliance of Motion Pictur 
Machine Operators which has organized offices in downtown N. we An 
official announcement of the new union is that it will ‘specialize in furnish- 
ing operators to independent exhibitors on a live-and-let-live basis. | 

Local 306, under the regime of Joe Basson, president, has virtually un- | 
seated the only opposition which has ever menaced it, the Empire State | 
Operators, and is continuing a campaign against a handful of houses which 
still are not in its fold. They are of minor importance, however. 





RKO direct mail sales material gotten out by the sales promotion di- 
vision headed by Leon J. Bamberger at the home office, is to be used by 
the Bowling Green State University at Bowling Green, O., in teaching 


direct mail advertising. A complete display is being furnished the uni-| 


versity. 


In 1936 Bamberger’s work won the first prize of the Direct Mail Adver- , 


tisers Assn. and each year since then has been cited among the leaders for 
all industries, 





Journey of Nate Blumberg, company president; C. C. Margon, Latin- 
American supervisor, and Fortunat Baronat, foreign publicity director, 
along with Joseph H. Seidelman, vice-president in charge of foreign affairs, 
to Universal’s Latin-American sales convention in Panama, April 2-6, is 
part of the company’s plan to have foreign department executives learn 
distribution problems of the Latin-Americas first-hand. 

Extreme speed in the making of still photographs during the shooting of 
motion pictures is made possible by a new Eastman flash bulb with a 
duration from 1/30,000th to 1/100,000th of a second. New device, used for 
the first time i: making stills of “Tom, Dick and Harry’ at RKO, is so fast 
that it can be operated without interfering with the progress of the mo- 
tion picture. 





Grand National’s (British) ‘You Will Remember,’ story based on life of 
Leslie Stuart, doesn’t contain one number of author’s most famous op- 
eretta, ‘Floradora,’ which has set many in London show biz wondering. 
Reason is that VM@tro owns copyright of this classic, and shortly intends to 
make it into a film. 





Suit ef Forrester-Parant Productions, Inc., against Marlene Dietrich for | 


BLANK (PAR) ENJOIN 
STATE THEATRE, OMAHA 


Omaha, March 11. 


Tristates Theatre Corp. (A. H. 
Blank and Paramount) operating the 
Orpheum and Omaha here, won a 
round in federal court Saturday (8) 
against Ralph Goldberg, president of 
the State Investment Co. when 
Judge Donohoe ruled enjoining the 
State from operation as a motion 
picture house. Injunction will go 


/into effect as soon as Tristates’ at- 


torneys, Yale C. Holland and Eugene 
Blazer, prepare findings of fact and 


e/a decree for the judge’s signature. 


However, I. J. Dunn, attorney for 
Goldberg who operates not only the 
State but the Town, the Avenue, 
Arbor, Dundee and Military theatres 
(last four nabes), says that the de- 
cree does not mean the closing of the 
State. Dunn is filing an appeal. 
Tristates began this action in Sep- 
‘tember, 1939, charging the opening 
of the State by Goldberg violated 
Tristates’ lease of the Omaha thea- 
tre property from the World Realty 
| Co., of which Goldberg is also presi- 
‘dent. A clause in the lease made in 
'1934 said that World Realty would 
not operate the State as a cinema 
| within the 10 years covered by the 
| lease, or permit it to be so operated. 
| Goldberg charged the lease was part 


|of a plan to monopolize first-run 
|theatres and pictures here, that it 
‘was unreasonable and oppressive, 
\that the restrictive clause is not 
| binding upon the State Investment 
Co., and that it was in violation of 


'the Sherman anti-trust law. 


The case is attracting a lot of at- 
tention as it covers a field of action 
| which touches many theatre deals. 
| Goldberg spent a lot of money re- 
| seating and re-equiping the State 
The State is 





with entire new front. 
less than two blocks from the Omaha. 











Schaefer-Nazis 


tm ontinued from page 4 


























brook, Baltimore, against 20th-Fox 
and Warner Bros., are reported dim, 
with a hearing date now set for 
March 25. Date has been pushed 
back because of the fact that two ex- 
hibitors who were alleged to have 
received undue clearance, inter- 
vened in the case. 


Two prior hearings, only ones set 
so far, will be Friday (14) in Boston 
on the complaint for some run 
brought by B. G. Paulston against 
all five consenting majors.’ Arthur 
L. Brown, professor of law at Boston 
University who has set as an arbi- 
trator in Newspaper Guild disputes, 
has been assigned to hear the case. 

The other is the complaint of the 
State, Morris, Ill., also for some run, 
naming only Metro, in which Charles 

Z. Henkle, v.p. of the Continental 
Illinois National Bank, has been 
| chosen as arbiter. E. Barrett Pretty- 
|man, Baltimore attorney, and form- 
| erly a corporation counsel in Wash- 





ington, will hear the Walbrook case | 


|in Washington. 





Mpls.’ First Complaint 
Minneapolis, March 11. 


Ice finally was broken for arbitra- 
tion in this territory when first com- 
plaint, involving picture servicing, 
was filed with the board here. White 
Bear theatre, White Bear, Minn., al- 
leges inability to obtain films from 
M-G-M, Warners, RKO and 20th- 
Fox for any run, Latter’s product 
goes to opposition house, the State, 
which was established in White Bear 
long before complainant’s theatre 
was built. 

White Bear theatre claims ‘it is en- 
titled to some run on a reasonable 
clearance as between it and the State 
and on such terms as will not defeat 
the consent decree’s purpose, and 
| particularly sections 7 and 8,’ and it 
|‘demands that said controversy and 
its right to some run from these com- 
panies upon a reasonable clearance 
| be afforded to it against such pro- 
| ducers and distributors.’ 

Complaint, signed by David Rat- 





$98,450 was shifted from N. Y. supreme court to the federal on Monday | category are ‘The Good Earth’ and| Mer, v.p. of White Bear, points out 


(10). Attorneys for the actress claimed diversity of citizenship. Action 
claims Miss Dietrich breached an agreement made Oct. 15, 1938, to make a 
picture for plaintiff in France. 





When 20th-Fox bought Theodore Dreiser’s biography of his brother, 
Paul Dresser, it took over the rights to 60 of Paul’s songs, including the 
theme of the book, ‘My Gal Sal,’ and the Indiana pastoral hymn, ‘On the 
Banks of the Wabash.’ Columbia and RKO have nibbled at the story on 
various occasions but pulled away on account of the purchase price. 





Patriotic song near the close of ‘Nice Girl,’ sung by Deanna Durbin, has 
been so handled that the star vocals ‘There'll Always Be an England’ in all 
releases going to the British market. Youthful songster was photographed 
twice so that different sound tracks could be added, In the U. S. the patri- 
otic tune is ‘Thank You America.’ 


|‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.’ 


[Both 
films, incidentally, were founded on 
stories by American authors.] 
| That the uncerlying cause for the 
| Hippler tirade rested in inability of 
the German film manufacturers to 
compete in the world or American 
market with either the Hollywood 
| product or importations from Eng- 
land and France is manifest from his 
charges that discrimination against 
| German-made pictures have been in 
effect for years. 
| He accuses the United States of 
having maintained an unofficial boy- 
| cott of German films since 1933, To- 
day, he says, German pix are shown 











Send For Browne 


Continued from page 7 











only in about 15 North American 


houses, which are located in German | 
quarters and never visited by ‘the | 


broad masses’ of the American pub- 





terested in more pay but in better | cept atmosphere work. A large num- 
currently em- 


working conditions. They also insist} ber of bit players, 


that hundreds of men were laid off| ployed, are threatening to 


after the increase became effective, 
and that it actually resulted in the 
companies saving money. 

Herbert Sorreii has withdrawn his 
resignation as business representative 
of the Moving Picture Painters Local 
644, and accepted a three-year con- 
tract. The 1,000 members of his union 
voted unanimously to override his 
resignation, and then voted him a 
substantial pay increase and a three- 
year contract. He was elected for 


only one year, his term being sched- | 
Both the | 


uled to expire in June. 
workers and the Producers pleaded 
for Sorrell to reconsider. 


Lester Cole has been named chair- | 
man of a Screen Writers Guild com- | 
mittee, which will meet with simi- | 


lar committee from the Artists Mag- 


azine Guild to discuss the proposed | 


licensing agreement covering agents 
handling writers. Other members 
of the SWG committee are Dwight 
Taylor, Allan Scott and William 
Ludwig. The first meeting between 
the two groups will be arranged this 
week. 

Another union fight at Central 
Casting Corp. is threatened over the 
refusal of Howard R. Philbrick, Cen- 
tral general manager, to meet with 
the American Federation of Office 
Employees to discuss grievances of 
workers. The union claims that sal- 
aries of employees have been cut 


inating against union members. Elma 
Goodwin, business representative of 
the union, is taking the fight to the 
Central Labor Council. 

The Screen Actors Guild has ruled 
that any members who were affili- 
ated with the Guild prior to Febru- 
ary, 1938, when the books were 


| seeking $16.50 dress calls. 
Labor Shortage in Studios 





| sored by official America. 
He enumerates some of the Ameri- 
can-made pictures that are particu- 


A severe labor shortage in the | larly distasteful to the Nazi appetite 
| building trades groups is already | In this list Gre included ‘Confessions 
| being felt by the studios. Carpen- | 0f a Nazi Spy,’ ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ 


| ters, painters and other workers are | 


| leaving the industry to accept em- 
| ployment on defense program proj- 
| ects. Their hourly wage is smaller 
| then in the film industry, but they 
are guaranteed steady employment, 
which gives them a larger income. 
Membership in the carpenters union 
is reported to have fallen from 3,500 
to less than 2,000. H.C. Rohrbach, 
secretary of Studio Utility Employes 
Local 724, is shipping members out 
to work on defense projects. He re- 
ported that laborers are given an op- 
portunity to earn $75 per week, and 
that hod carriers are receiving $110 
per week, with a year’s employment 
guaranteed. 


neth Thompson, executive secretary 
of the Screen Actors Guild, that ex- 
tras had the power to withdraw from 
the Guild if tley desired to repre- 
sent themselves, Harry Mayo, chair- 
man of the ousted SAG Council, re- 
plied: 

‘Under no circumstances will the 


position is that we are the Guild. 





the Guild, and certainly would be 
taking a peculiar stand to withdraw 
|} and lose that investment. 
| have a contract with the producers. 
| It is our contract, not Edward Arn- 
| old’s or Ken Thomson’s. All we are 


seeking is the right to vote in our | 
| own organization, tc have a voice in 
| selecting personnel and setting poli- 


closed to extras, are eligible to ac-| cies.’ 


Replying to a statement of Ken- | 


extras withdraw from the Guild. Our | 


| We have a $1,000,000 investment in | 
and that Philbrick is openly discrim- | 


We also | 


(British-made), ‘The Mad Dog of 
Europe,’ ‘The Mortgl Storm,” Chap- 
lin’s ‘The Great Dictator’ and ‘The 
Beast of Berlin.’ 





Demand Nazi Boycott 


Demand that the United States 
clamp a boycott on Nazi films is be- 
ing filed with State Department this 
week by the Non-Sectarian Anti- 
Nazi League. 


boycott on American pix by Fritz 
Hippler, head of the sinema depart- 


ment of the Reich ministry of propa- | 
Hippler justified the Nazi ac- | 


ganda. 
tion to American newspapermen in 
Berlin. 

Anti-Nazi League plans to inau- 
|gurate a general campaign to keep 
German films out of this country. 
| ‘The League takes the stand,’ a 
_spokesman said, ‘that the open propa- 
|ganda contained in Nazi films 
shouldn’t be allowed in the United 
States when ordinary American films 
| are barred in Germany.’ 
| League admits that Nazi films get 
| very little playing time in the U.S., 
not because of Government action, 
but as the result of public opinion. 
Hippler told the American cor- 
respondents that about 15 houses 
| were playing the German pix, 
|/George Nitze, prez of UFA, N.Y., 
U.S. distribs of the Nazi product, 


non-theatrical playdates are being 
obtained in clubs and organizations. 


lic. This he ascribes to the activity | 
of Germany’s Hollywood competitors 
as well as the number of anti-Nazi | 


Pane boycott committees which are spon- 


‘licensing of said pictures will be of 
no value unless the arbitration fixes 
a reasonable clearance between the 
run of said pictures now licensed to 
the State.’ 





Wisconsin’s, Duo 
Milwaukee, March 11. 


With only two complaints, both in- 
volving clearance, thus far brought 
before the local tribunal of the 
|American Arbitration association, 
|}other exhibs with grievances are 
|marking time pending development 
|of these proceedings before coming 
| in with their squawks. 

Being readied is one case that will 
be citywide in its scope, involving 
early admissions and matinee prices 
in downtown houses, deluxers and 
nabes, with problems so involved 
that a battle royal is in prospect. 

First case to be actually heard 
here, Evansville Theatres, Inc. (Es- 
kin) versus Paramount and Jeffris 








| Exhibs Want ‘Some Run’ 


Continued from page 7 | 





each case it’s the squawk of an in- 
dependent exhibitor against a chain, 
both indie circuits. 

On the southside the Ken is bring- 
ing suit against the indie Schoen- 
stadt circuit with a complaint on 
clearance. Ken is now in third 
week of general release and wants 
to play in the second run, but is 
being held back by the Schoenstadt 
Shakespeare, according to Ken com- 
plaint. ; 

Downstate the Jay & Van Co. of 
Morris (Ill.), complains it can’t get 
product of certain film companies 
| due to the power of the indie down- 
| State Anderson circuit. Some five 
| film companies are named in the 
\J. & V. product complaint. 





Mono and U Also Named 
Buffalo, March 11. 

First complaint to the local ar- 
bitration board filed last week by 
Richard DeTota, operating the Gene- 
see at Mt. Morris. DeTota requests 
that 20th-Fox, Warners, Universal 
and Monogram be directed to license 
‘some run’ of film for the Genesee, 
which according to him has been re- 
fused any part of this season’s prod- 
uct during the past five months. De- 
Tota alleges that the competing Fam- 
ily has practically monopolized Mt. 
Morris. 


In view of the non-participation in 
the consent decree of Universal and 
Monogram, it does not appear how 
jurisdiction of these companies is 
to be had in the arbitration pro- 
| ceedings. 














Ad-Exploitation 


Continued from page 5 


the film’s subject and the _ back- 
| ground of the story. Upon the suc- 
|cess of the venture in the first five 
lor six tryout spots will depend the 
sales policy and rental schedule for 
ithe whole country. A mistake in 
|showmanship handling in these ini- 
| tial showings will not be easily ex- 
|plained away to thousands of ex- 
| hibitors who will watch closely the 
| first run boxoffice reports, as carried 


| weekly in VARIETY. 


|Trade-Press Advertising 
May Upas Much as 400% 


| Trade-press advertising will as- 
;}sume new significance and in some 
|quarters the belief has been ex- 
pressed that budgets will be _ in- 
creased as much as 400% to enable 
the film companies properly to dis- 
seminate information about the new 
pictures and their tryout experi- 
ences, 

Where present advertising and ex- 
ploitation staffs of the majors have 
been developed to handle not more 
than four ‘big’ pictures annually and 
not more than 10 ‘A’ films each, it 
will be incumbent on publicity de- 
| partments to organize to at least 

















| 


Action is in answer to | 
the defense last week by the German | 


recently stated that only 12 theatres | 
are using the films, although some | 


Theatre, Janesville, Wis. (Warner- | @Uadruple their efforts commencing 
’ ’ _ | this summer. 


Saxe), has three of Milwaukee's | 

leading law firms ranged against Expansion of Staffs 

each other. Lamfron, Tighe, Engel-| Main requirement will be the ex- 
hard & Peck, Miller, Mack & Fair- | pansion of the home office and field 
child, and Fish, Marschutz & Hoff- | staffs to include showmen of wider 
|experience than most of those pres- 


man. 
lently engaged in exploitation work. 
From what sources they may be ob- 
, tained is the most baffling aspect of 
, the manpower problem. Better 
irst case 1 se le- ; 
; First case under the consent de type of advance men from the legit- 


: : = arritary | . . 
— ig es oo Oars territory imate theatre field would qualify as 
serve y the lladelphia ex- 5 experience and initiative, but 


changes, has been brought by John might be lacking in knowledge of 
| Geyser, operator of the Florence at the intricacies of film operation. 
Florence, ns J. Sales chief of one of the majors 

Naming Paramount, Metro, Warner jn discussing this subject during the 
Bros., 20th-Fox and RKO, Geyser | week declared that he intended to 
| claims all grant unfair clearance | cseject men from his own sales-force, 
against him in favor of the Fox, particularly any who previously 
Burlington, N. J. He wants to play have had experience in theatre op- 
film day-and-date with his house. erations. He said that the personnel 
‘of the first-run houses, although 
_jointly owned and operated by dis- 
\tributors, are not qualified for the 
exploitation job because all their 
| training has been directed to thea- 
'tre profits, whereas under the new 
setup it may be necessary to sacri- 
| fice a week's theatre profits in the 
greater interest of establishing sub- 
the Park theatre, Nashua, N. H., and | stantial value for future film rentals. 
claim Paramount, 20th-Fox, RKO, Only phase of the problem on 
| Loew's and Vitagraph have ‘refused | which there seems to be some unan- 
'to license any of their feature pic- |imity of opinion is that time-worn, 
| tures for exhibition in complainant's | eonventional exploitation methods, 
| theatre on any run, in violation of | many of which are still in repeated 
Section VI of the consent decree.’ | use, will be unequal to the responsi- 
| bilities of the new order. A fresh 
| approach to the public, a higher a 
: : |gree of cooperation between dis- 
Chicago, March 11. ' tribution snd sobbibiiton, and a bet- 

One clearance and one product! ter informed and stimulated indus- 
| Squawk are the total of cases before try generally are the basic require- 
ithe Chicago arbitration board. In| ments. : 





First in Philly 
Philadelphia, March 11. 








Nashua, N. H., Theatre’s Claim 
Boston, March 11. 
Arbitration office here has received 
its second complaint: Paulstan, Inc., 
| versus Paramount, et al. Sarah Gold, 
, president, and Benjamin Gold, gen- 
|eral manager of Paulstan, operate 








Two Chi Complaints. 
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Rash of Anti-Pix Bills Chases 
Hays Legalist Into 10 States 





Avalanche of legislaton aimed at 
the picture industry gained momen- 
tum during the past week, with in- 
dications that an all-time high mark 
for anti-film proposals likely would 
be reached before the middle of 
March. Result was that hurried calls 





for advice and help were received by 
the Hays office from some 10 states | 
before the end of last week. Charles | 
C. Pettijohn, chief counsel of the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers & Distributors 
Assn., left N. Y., in midweek and 
still was on the road yesterday 





(Tuesday), serving as active trouble-| theatre lobby and ‘the best people’ 
shooter in the more pressing situa-| combine to thumb it down. 


ticns. 

Latest state to break out in a rash | 
of adverse to the industry proposals | 
likely to affect present orderly 
operations is New York where yes- 
terday it was estimated that nearly 
50 such measures had been intro- 
duced or shortly would be placed in 
the legislative hopper. 


Present flood of bills is a natural passed a bill to place a tax of le on 
development because nearly every | each theatre and other amusement 
state this year is confronted with the | tickets. The house will pass on the 
necessity of finding new sources of | measure this week. 


revenue or upping present taxes. 
Many have increased payments for 
their Old Age and Social Service 
pensions. As usual the picture busi- 
ness is singled out to foot the bill 


wherever possible because theatre arkana presented a bill to the House 
operations and distribution loom as | Taxation Committee advocating a 


an easv way out of new tax cellar. 


Problem of the MPPDA is to pre- | ments. Tax would be applied to ad- 


vent the film industry from being | 


forced to carry an unfair burden in| tion pictures and athletic events. 
the increased cost of operating state | Reed stated that the yield would be 
governments. Thus, industry spokes- | $500,000 annually. 


men always have contested efforts to 


saddle theatres and dstributors with | ucational, religious and charitable 


special sales taxes in one form or | 
other when they have to pay the 
normal sales tax in any state. 

Film business is opposing state 
admission taxes because exhibitors 
already have to pay Federal taxes on 
admittance ducats down to 20c. 
Censorship schemes, which _incor- 
porate a high fee for every foot of 
film distributed in the state also are 
being fought since distributors al- 
ready have heavy state and gov- 
ernment levies. 

Only cheerful part about the drive 
of state solons to tack on additional 
taxes is that many of the proposed | 
bills have been up before without | 
being passed. And it is forecast that | 
numerous measures again will be) 
relegated to the scrap heap because 
too drastic and unable to obtain 
necessary backing. 


New N.Y. Civil Rights 
Bill Has Teeth in It) 


Albany, March 11. 

Assemblyman _ Irwin Davidson, | 
Manhattan Democrat, has introduced 
a bill which would put sharp teeth 
into the Civil Rights law relating to | 
the admission of persons into places | 
of public entertainment and amuse- 
ment. Although the general purpose 
of the measure is the same as one} 


sponsored last year by Davidson, | 





| strength of this testimony the court 


both. Fines are fixed from $100 to 
$500, and imprisonment at 30 to 90 
days. 





Pooches Kayoed in Seattle 


Seattle, March 11. 

Theatre men of this state are 
pleased with the defeat—again—of 
the dog racing bill at the state legis- 
lature. Attempts to legalize pari- 
mutuel betting at dog tracks, the 
Same as hoss racing at present in 
this state, are made at every session 
of the lawmakers. But the active 


Dog 
tracks, open at nights, have a habit 
of getting big crowds, spread the 
gambling spirit—and cut into thea- 
tre biz. 





N. D.’s le Tax Yen 
Minneapolis, March 11. 
The North Dakota state senate has 





Texas’ 113% Amus, Tax Idea 
Austin, Texas, March 11. 
Representative J. N. Reed of Tex- 


142% gross receipts tax on amuse- 


missions to all types theatres, mo- 





Entertainments furnished by ed- 


institutions would be exempt. There 
was no opposition to the proposed 
levy. 





New Carmen, Detroit, 
Ordered Shut for 4 | 
More Years, Appeals 








Detroit, March 11. 

An appeal from the shuttering of 
the new Carmen here for the next | 
four years has been carried to the | 
State supreme court. An injunction | 
against the operation of the house | 
for five years grew out of a part- 
nership row and split up when | 
Joseph Stoia and Ben Miskinis | 
parted company. 

Stoia won his contention in Cir- | 
cuit Court here that at the time of | 
the break-up Miskinis had made a | 
verbal agreement not to operate any | 
theatres near Stoia’s house. It was 
claimed that when the Carmen was 


| built, Miskinis, first an active part- | 


' 
ner through close relatives, later be- | 
came aé_ secret partner. On the} 


. | 
issued the five-year order, with one} 


| year now gone because of the time | 


lapse since the original agreement | 


some changes and addenda have | W@s purported to have been made. | 
been made in the language. i 


{ 


Drawn to make enforcement of | accepting the case, refused to issue | 


The higher court in Michigan, in | 


the law easy and certain, the bill| an order to lift the present ban and 


declares: ‘No person, agency, bu-j| the Carmen will have to stay shut | 
reau, corporation or association, be- | until the Supreme Court reviews the 


ing the owner, lessee, proprietor, | 


manager, superintendent, agent or| 


employee of any place of public en- 
tertainment and amusement shall re- 
fuse to admit to any public perform- 
ance held at such place any person 
over the age of 21 years who pre- 
sents a ticket of admission a reason- 


able time before the commencement | 


thereof, or shall eject or demand the 
departure of any such person from 
such place during the course of the 
performance, whether or not accom- 
panied by an offer to refund the pur- 
chase price or value of the ticket of 
admission presented by such person.’ 

However, ‘nothing in this section 


contained shall be construed to pre- | 


vent the refusal of admission to or 
the ejection of any person whose 
conduct or speech thereat or therein 
is abusive or offensive or of any 
person engaged in any activity which 





may lead to a breach of the peace. | 
‘Places of amusement are defined as | 


including legitimate, burlesque and 
motion picture theatres, music halls, 
opera houses, convert halls and 
circuses. 

The measure makes 
every violation punishable by a pen- 
alty of $100 to $500, recoverable by 
the person aggrieved or by any resi- 
dent of the state to whom the cause 
Of action is assigned. It also pro- 
vides each violation a misdemeanor, 


punishable by fine, imprisonment or , 


each and 





findings, probably six months hence. 


| 





| 


Theatre Cashier’s $200 | 
Jury Award in Attack 


Cleveland, March 11. 

Emma Darmour, former theatre 
cashier at the Shaker, was awarded 
200 damages by a local jury instead 
of the $10,000 she asked for injuries 
she suffered when she was attacked 
by Eugene Hughes, a movie projec- 
tionist at the house. 

Exticket seller, who is 25 
and married, claimed the 63-year-old | 
operator fractured her finger and 
gave her a black eye during a fight | 
in the theatre’s dressing-room after | 
the show on Aug. 16, 1938. 

Hughes, also married, testified that 
she had accepted favors from him 
and had permitted him to motor her 
home for 18 months before the fight. 





Take Another Cut 


Hollywood, March 11. 





Upswing in production at RKO 
caused six film cutters to be restored | 
to the payroll. 


Returning cutters are John| 
Sturges, Jack Glazer, George | 
Schroeder, Harry Marker, T. K. 


Wood and Pat McCormack. 


+ 
- 
lin the series o 


Miami, 6th Ave., N. Y., 
Subject of Lease Suit 


James Crapanzano has filed suit 
in N. Y. supreme court against 
Benjamin, Meyer and Yetta Brodie, 
the Ben-Jim Amus. Corp. and 
the Ben-Mir Amus. Corp., claim- 
ing that the defendants defrauded 
him of a lease of a theatre at 1187 
Sixth avenue, N. Y. It is now known 
as the Miami. Plaintiff seeks an in- 
junction, accounting of profits, dam- 
ages, and restoration of the theatre’s 
original lease. 

Plaintiff claims he and Benjamin 
Brodie entered into an agreement to 
start a theatre in 1935, profits and 
expenses to be split equally. Lease, 
for 10 years, was signed June 20, 
1935, but, unknown to plaintiff, it is 
claimed Benjamin Brodie forced a 
dispossess of the Ben-Jim Amus. 
and entered a new contract in 
August, 1936, for the Ben-Mir Amus. 
Co, 

Defendants have refused to ac- 
count for profits or operations of the 
theatre, plaintiff claims. 





HOUCK’S CHAIN 


OF AIRPORTS 
AND SCHOOLS 


New Orleans, March 11. 
Joy N. Houck, who 10 years ago 
started with a tent show and today 
owns a chain of 44 theatres in Louis- 
iana, Mississippi, Arkansas and 





| Georgia, has started a new chain, this 


time airports and aviation schools. 
Last November he leased the 
Menefee airport near here, renamed 


it Joy airport and opened an avia- | 


tion school that now has 200 students 
enrolled. 

Recently, he opened No. 2 in 
the new chain, the Pascagoula air- 
port between Pascagoula and Moss 
Point, Miss. He said he will have 
two more airports and_ schools 
opened ‘within the next two weeks.’ 

Houck became interested in avia- 
tion while building his chain of the- 


atres. He engaged a pilot to fly him | 
| to the various units, and found flying 


so attractive he learned to fly him- 
self. 





Dept. Store Bargain 
Mark-Downs Further 


‘DuBarry’ to Metro for $80,000 Gives 
DeSylva $360,000 Total on 3 Musicals 








Purchase by Metro of ‘DuBarry 
, Was a Lady’ on Monday (10) means 
| that all three of the sock musicals 
| produced by B. G. DeSylva in the 
| past two seasons have been snatched 
| up by Hollywood. The $80,000 the 
| producer got for ‘DuBarry’ gives him 
|a total of $360,000 for screen rights 
to the trio. 


Metro took another of the De Syl- 
vas, ‘Panama Hattie,’ for $130,000, 
while Paramount bought ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ for $150,000. Enthusiasm 
for ‘DuBarry’ has been cooled be- 
cause of the difficulty in getting it 
past the Hays office unless materially 
changed. 


after a lengthy New York run. 
Earliest date by which DeSylva will 
allow the film to be released has not 
yet been worked out. 


Another Broadway legiter under- 
stood to have been purchased, but 
without confirmation, is ‘Corn Is 
Green,’ Warner Bros. is said to have 
been the buyer, or at least is in 
advanced stages of negotiation. Play, 
starring Ethel Barrymore, is by 
Emlyn Williams, English author- 
actor. Price is believed to be around 
$150,000. 





‘Claudia’ Terms 


‘Claudia,’ ninth major Broadway 
legiter to sell to films since the be- 
ginning of the year, brought $137,- 
500 from David O. Selznick. Authors 
Rose Franken and William Brown 
Meloney will in all likelihood get 
another $50,000, as deal calls for that 
additional sum to be paid if film 
adaptation employs anything from 
ithe ‘Claudia’ stories which the 
writers did not use in making the 
legit dramatization. 

Miss ranken and 





Meloney 


(they’re husband and wife) have | 
been pacted by Selznick to do the | 
They are “guaranteed a/| 


film story. 
minimum of seven weeks at $2,500 
|; per week for the team. ‘Claudia’ 
{has proven a jackpot for them, for 
|\in addition to what they’ve gotten 
for the stories and the royalties 
they’re getting on the legit version, 
| they recently sold the radio rights to 
General Foods. Show is now in its 
fourth week at the Booth, N. Y. 
Selznick pact protects: the play’s 
Broadway and road run by forbid- 
ding release of the film until sum- 
mer of 1942, 


Edna Ferber’s Latest 


Sales of 16 mm. Pix Hottest interest by story depart- 





Milwaukee, March 11. 


In this season of Oscar awards 
and choices of ‘bests’ by various 
publications, editors and other ar- 
biters, it may not be amiss to look 
over the ratings of the 16 mm. film 
shows as gauged by department 
store standards in their first-of-the- 
year sales. 


While Mickey Mouse and Donald 


Duck (new releases), Popeye and | 

Oswald the Rabbit sell regularly for | 
$3 in 100-foot lengths, they can now 
be had at the bargain price of $2.10. | 


Travel, science and educational reels 


rate next in demand and price, sell- | 


ing regularly from $1.85 to $2.50, but 
now available at reduced prices 
from $1.15 to $1.75, according to 
Boston Store quotations. 

Christie comedies ordinarily sell 
for $2, but on sale at this season of 


the year may be had for $1.40. Pathe | 


comedies are quoted at a standard 
figure of $1. 


Enjoying equal rating are Charlie | 


Chaplin, Mickey McGuire, Douglas 


Fairbanks, Slim Summerville, Lloyd | 


Hamilton, Ken Maynard and mis- 
cellaneous westerns, all of which sell 


{regularly at $1.85, but are presently 
bargains at $1.15. 


Department store technique of 
course is used in promoting sales. 
Pictures may be previewed in the 
store, but no goods returnable once 
sales are made. Also, patrons are 
cautioned to shop early for best 
selections. 


Back in the Saddle, Men 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Roy Rogers and Gabby Hayes 
climbed off their horses long enough 








|} to sign one-year contracts with Re- 


public. Their next start is ‘Sheriff 
of Tombstone,’ a Joe Kane produc- 
tion. 
Picture is the s 
{ eig 


wa 


ixth for the pair 
ht for the 1940-41 
program. 





; ments currently lies in a new serial 
| by Edna Ferber which started in 
| Cosmopolitan this month and will 
| be published as a book later. Called 
| ‘Saratoga™ Trunk,’ it Isn't yet com- 
pleted and only the first installment 


speatinnsarauuaren ' 
*UeMNTEEA MEN UNNEN VON DEDEDE ONDESereNOONENES ALETE 








Musical is currently in Chicago | 


HtFermeresti gy Matnerninaty 
Stetrere enero st 


, has been seen by picture companies, 
| Morris Ernst, Miss Ferber’s attore 
| ney, who ts also acting as her agent, 

promises complete manuscript by the 
| weekend. 


| Virtually all of Miss Ferber’s 
| writings have sold to pictures, and 
j}at fancy prices of between $50,000 
|and $100,000, including ‘Show Boat’ 
|}and ‘Cimarron.’ Thus the interest, 





Other Story Buys 


Hollywood, March 11, 

Republic purchased ‘Pardon My 
Stripes,’ by Adrian Johnson. 

20th-Fox bought ‘Private Confu- 
'sion,’ by Hardie Albright and Austin 
Parker. 

Fortunio Bonanova sold his mata- 
dor story, ‘La Vida y Milagros de 
Florencio Bellver,’ to 20th-Fox. 

Columbia acquired screen rights to 
ifour stories, ‘Take Back Your 
| Dreams,’ by Lynn Root and Frank 
|Fenton; ‘Women in the Navy,’ by 
Hilary Lynn; ‘Just Another Dame,’ 
| by Robert Hyde, and ‘The Man Who 
| Came to Life,’ by Samuel W. Taylor. 

Clarence Brown purchased How- 
ard Estabrook’s tale of early San 
Francisco, ‘Say Goodbye.’ 

Lester Cohn sold his yarn, ‘The 
Fortunes of Mamie Q,’ to Warners. 

Metro purchased ‘Side Street,’ @ 
newspaper tale, by Sam Marx. 

Richard Goldstone and Stanley 
Smith sold their football story, ‘Au- 
tumn Glory,’ to Columbia. 


Metro acquired ‘The Strange Ad- 
venture,’ by Clyde Brion Davis. 


PRC Closes Deal For 
Near East Distribution 


Deal was closed by Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. last week for distribu- 
| tion of its product in the Near East. 
| Films will be handled by Abdul 
| Karim & Co., Baghdad, in Iraq, Iran, 
Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Turkey. 

Canadian unit of PRC has also 
been established with six branches. 
| They are a reincorporation of the 
| group formerly operating as Grand 
| National Films, Ltd. Leon From- 
| kess is PRC foreign chief. 











| 





‘South of Panama’ Set 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Virginia Vale has been borrowed 
| by Producers Releasing Corp. from 
| RKO for ‘South of Panama.’ She'll 
| appear opposite Roger Pryor. 
| Film is being produced by T. H. 
| Richmond. Jean“Yarborough is di- 
irecting it at the Ralph Like lot. 
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Starts Thur., Mar, 13 


Jean William 
Last Times Wed. ARTHUR @HOLDEN 
MARX BROS, | “ARIZONA” 
“GO WEST” — 
pe ety In Person 
Rome VINCENT 
Franklyn D'AMORE 
Dick ROGERS 
and Oreh. 


In Person 
Joe Reichman 
and Orch, 
Block & Sully 


Second 
| Riotous Week! g..swar Stet Street 
Lewis Mickey 
STONE ROONEY 
‘ANDY HARDY'S ofctivars.. 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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RKO PALACE :::. 


Starts Wed., Mar. 12th 
Carole Lombard 
Robert Montgomery 


“Mr. & Mrs: Smith” 


—AND-—- 

The Two 1940 Academy Award Winners 
Ginger James 
ROGERS & STEWART 
“VIVACIOUS LADY” 








EL RT TY ' 
OVUARE 


3RD WwW 
“THE LADY 
EVE” 
Barbara 
Stanwyck 
Henry Fonda 






EEK 

IN PERSON 
Tony Pastor 
and His Orc 

KLLA LOGAN 
BEN BLUE 


A Paramount 
Picture 
Midnite Screen Shows 





cry MUSIC HALL 
“CHEERS FOR 
MISS BISHOP" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Opens Friday, March 14 


ERROL FLYNN 
‘FOOTSTEPS in the DARK’ 


A New Warner Bros. Hit With 
|| Brenda Marshall - Alan Hale 
| IN PERSON 


BEN BERNIE ANP ALL 
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PM. Screening for the ‘A’ Picture 
May Result in a 50-50 Move on Natl 
Logging; Theatres Still Experimenting 

| Midnight Oi! Pays Off 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Freelance actors who are 
worked past midnight are en- 
titled to an extra day’s pay, ac- 
cording to a ruling by the pro- 
ducers—Screen Actors Guild 
standing committee. 

If the work overlaps into a 
Sunday preceding or succ-eding 
a holiday, the actor rates a sec- 
ond day’s pay. 


SHOWMAN ON 
HOOF BUYS 
4 HOUSES 











It is regarded as very probable 
that one-half of the country may 
go to 9 p.m. showings of the ‘A’ 
feature on double bills, the balance 
remaining under the old system of 
closing houses with the top picture. 
Purpose is to get a better line on 
the comparative value of the two 
policies. Also, it is felt that where 
a circuit has numerous houses in 
various keys, either downtown or in 
neighborhood, that two types of au- 
diences may be satisfied by oper- 
ating under two policies. 

A theory in this connection is 
that the double-bill fans are retained 
without necessity of change but that 
through a possibly slow but grad- 
ual process lost customers may be 
won back by more convenient hours 
for the ‘big’ pictures, which they 
may want to see singly. Under ex- 
periment only a short time so far in 
New York and some other spots 
throughout the country, it is be- 
lieved it may be a year before op- 
erators can get any accurate line on 
whether the 9 p.m. policy is making 
any difference at the b.o. 

is is explained partly because } 

Pd variation in value of pic- Bill Ainsworth, president of the 
tures. etc. Over a 52-week period, | Independent Theatre Protective As- 
for the whole year or by weeks,| sociation of Wisconsin and Upper 
there should be some check to strike | Michigan, does considerable travel- 














Milwaukee, March 11. 








an average, it is pointed out. RKO, | ing in his official capacity and when- 
which only a few weeks ago placed | ever he runs onto a likely proposi- 


the 9 p.m. policy into 33 of its hous- |tion he buys it, gradually acquiring | 


es, started it with a singleton early a circuit all his own. 
last fall, the 86th Street. While it 


Starting with Fond du Lac, he next | 











Bing’s Platters 




















Continued from page } 


steadily over the past few years, 
1939 totaling $37,500 for the singer, 


1940 $77,000, and this year he should | 


top $100,000, an all-time high for a 
popular singer whose records sell 
for 35c, 

Best of the 1941 sales is ‘New San 


Antonio Rose’ which sold 84,500 cop- | 


ies in January, this being closely 
pressed by ‘Along the Santa Fe Trail’ 
which sold 82,200 copies. Others in 
the top brackets were ‘Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square,’ 53,125; 
‘Only Forever,’ 27,725, ‘Song of Old 
Hawaii,’ 27,100; ‘Do You Think of 
Me,’ 21,650; ‘When I Lost You,’ 12,- 
575; ‘Sweet Leilani,’ 10,825. Other 
big sellers which are somewhat out 
of the class in which Crosby is 
noted were ‘I Dream of Jeanie With 
the Light Brown Hair,’ 8,325; ‘Yours 
Is My Heart Alone,’ 7,300; ‘God Bless 
America,’ 8,725; ‘Star Dust,’ 9,750; 
‘Ah, Sweet Mystery of Life,’ 2,275; 
‘El Rancho Grande,’ 3,400, and ‘My 
Isle of Golden Dreams,’ 5,450. 

Crosby’s sales on ‘Silent Night,’ 
which was made in November, and 
the proceeds of which have been 
donated to charity, have topped the 
150,000 mark for the last two months 
of 1940, exceeding by over one- 
third a previous high of the number 
by Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Heink, 
whose rendition was considered a 
classic. 





Ludwig and Otto Muller’s 
Estate’s Accident Suit 


Testimony is being taken in 
Waseca, Minn., in a damage action 
for $40,000 brought by L. J. Ludwig 
and the heirs of the late Otto Muller 
growing out of the auto collision in 
1939 in which four Paramount ex- 
ecutives figured. Muller, with the 


—————e 


Jukebox Briefies May Cause Par 


To Abandon Making Band Shorts 











Quota Fears 


Continued from page 5 











to a severe disadvantage to Ameri- 
can companies. And it is rated a 
move not calculated to promote the 
hands-across-the-seas policy present- 
ly existing between the U. S. and 
British governments. 





A ‘Mystery’ in London 
London, Feb. 15. 

Credit bank setup, incorporated 
into Films Commission proposals, 
still remain pretty much a mystery 
here after the early attack, with the 
trade settling down to await further 
developments. Board of Trade data 
on Commission is described as 
vague. Exhibitors fail to see where 
they enter the picture if plans are 
confined to the production end. 
Their big worry now is the expected 
difficulty in meeting quota obliga- 
tion regarding screening of native 
product. 

Additional parleys on the Films 
Commission are expected for sched- 
uling by the Board of Trade but 
there’s no indication that distribu- 
tors will be invited to attend. Ex- 
pected here that the Films Commis- 
sion would automatically veto the 
existing Films Council, an integral 
part of the present Quota act’s op- 
eration. E. Palache, a banker; Simon 
Rowson, who operates as films ad- 
visor to the Board of Trade, and Sir 
Frederick Whyte, currently chair- 
man of the Films Council, are men- 
tioned as possibly the Big Three of 
the proposed Commission, 





> 


Competition from film jukeboxes, 
if it develops as anticipated, will 
cause Paramount to discontinue its 
band shorts next season. Company 
is holding in abeyance all plans for 
the musical briefies next year until 
it can be determined what the future 
of the nickel-nabbers is. 

‘We are naturally not going to 
make shorts featuring bands that can 
be seen in every bar,’ Richard Mur- 
ray, one-and two-reeler production 
head, declared. ‘We don’t choose to 
go into that kind of competition.’ 

Par is making eight band shorts 
this year and has made 12 or more in 
past seasons. Even if the jukeboxes 
don’t flourish, it will probably make 
no more than six musicals for 1941- 
42. 





Juke-Tax in Pennsy 
Philadelphia, March 11. 

It looks like there won’t be much 
profit for jukebox pix ops when— 
and if—they begin operations here. 

Although the slot machine gadgets 
have yet to make their bow, the 
powers-that-be are all set to sock on 
a heavy tax on them. Last week 
State Senator John J. Haluska pre- 
sented a bill in the Legislature call- 
ing for a $25-a-year levy on each 
machine. 

In addition, the State Attorney 
General has ruled that each reel of 
film will be subject to the regular $2 
fee for reviewing the films by the 
State Board of Censors. Haluska’s 
bill would also hang a $25 yearly tax 
on coin-operated phonographs and 
player pianos. 

Another bill by the Senator would 
license theatres to operate bingo and 


‘ 2 : | Minnesota Amus Co, (Par) in the 
feels the policy has meant some-| took over a house in Oconomowoc, | » orthwest, and E. Paul Phillips, in 


thing there, thus encouraging its ex- | then one in Shawano, and last week | charge of real estate at the Par h.o., 
tension, figures to give any real dope | he purchased A. A. Suszyki’s Gail | were killed. 
on the situation are still vague. | theatre in Mauston, so now is oper- | 


bank nights. The dough is to go to 
pay old-age pensions. 
State Representative C. G. Krise, 
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RKO is continuing the old policy 
of the No. 1 feature at 10 or 10:30 
in the balance of its Greater N. Y. 
houses representing about 25%, 
while Loew’s, in the 9 p.m. policy in 
31 theatres, is sticking to the old in 
its other 50% 


of getting comparisons. 


reached no decision as yet. 


that hour, 


Among independent circuits in the 
Greater New York area, the Brandt 
Bros. during the past week added 
the Colony on the lower east side 
to the 9 p.m. shows for a total of 
re- 
sults and, it is said, will extend it 
to all of its approximate 85 houses 
in Greater N. Y. and Westchester if 
seemingly a hypo at the b.o. of the 


four. Circuit is studying the 


widely scattered quartet now under 
experiment. Skouras Bros., 
ing a good-sized chain in the N. Y 
territory, 


the 9 
feature. 


p.m. showings for the 


of theatres as a means | Blatt 
While 
Loew’s is mulling experiments with 
the 9 p.m. policy out-of-town, it has | 
How- 
ever, in Toledo, opposition theatres 
have swung to the top feature at 


oberat- 


Westchester and New Jer- 
sey, are reported against the idea of 


|ating four houses in widely scattered 
| areas, 





Albion, Pa.’s Ist Cinema 


Albion, Pa., March 11. 
New Perry theatre opened here by 
Bros., who operate western 
Pennsylvania chain and opened first 
house in Brady, Pa., 21 years ago. 
| Albion previously without theatre. 





Coast’s Addition 

Los Angeles, March 11. 
Rackin, George Shey and 
Maass leased ground for 
film house, to be opened 
Deal involves about $60,- 





Harry 
William 
750-seat 
| June 15, 
: 000. 





Harry Long’s Drive-In 
,» March 11 


rlod 
Toledo ai. 


Col. Harry Long, formerly Loew’s 
circuit division manager in this dis- 
| trict, and several associates, plan a 
| drive-in theatre in Maumee, O., 


| Open in the spring. First such thea- 
| tre in fhis area, 


lead 





} - inning 


Ludwig, former co-operator of the 
Par northwest with John J. Friedl 
and Charles Burton, h.o. maintenance 
construction executive, were seri- 
ously injured but while Burton was 
in Waseca Friday (7) to testify, he 
is not suing. 

Defendant is a trucking concern in 
Minnesota, whose driver ran into the 
car carrying the Par men and who, 
as a result of the accident, spent 90 
days in jail. Philips and Muller 
were killed cutright. 

Ludwig, who resigned from Min- 
nesota Amus last year, is now oper- 
ating a half-dozen theatres in Min- 
|nesota independently. For many 
|years with Par, including in high 
operating posts at the home office, he 
was originally with Balaban & Katz 
in Chicago. 
many months as result of the Waseca 
accident. 





START TOILING 
Hollywood, March 11. 





| “Tillie the Toiler’ goes into produc- | €@rned surplus by nearly $200,000 to | 


| Harris in the title role. 
Producer is Robert Sparks. 





Showmen generally, however, be- 


lieve the idea of the top film at con- | 
venient hours for the single-feature | e on omes ocument 
fans is basically sound whether or | ? . “3 


not the gross is increased. 


is half over. 


20th’s Annual Earnings 
Statement Due This Wk. 


Annual earnings statement of 20th- 
Fox for 1940 is scheduled for re- 
lease within the next few days. Re- 
port may be ready for mailing to 
stockholders next Friday (14) when 
directors of the company are slated 
to meet. If delayed, the report may 
not go out until some time next 
week. 

Because of year-end writeoffs and 
doubt as to how much will be de- 
ducted for foreign exchange con- 
tingencies, caused by the Eurcpean 
war, Wall street is making few esti- 
mates of net earnings. Addition of 
a healthy dividend last December 
from National Theatres, however, is 
expected to make the _ statement 
comparatively better than in the 
third quarter last year when a loss 
was shown. 

Technicolor’s 25c a Share 

Technicolor, Inc., declared divi- 
dend 25¢ per share at board of direc- 
tors meeting last week. Divvy is 
payable March 31 to stockholders on 
record March 17, 


Pointed 
out with increasing stress is that if 
nothing else it is desirable to have 
people sit through the No. 1 feature 
from beginning to end rather than | 
have them come in when the picture | 


Documentary Theatre Co., Inc. has 
| been incorporated by Harold Mc- 
| Cracken, formerly shorts head of 
| RKO and more recently president of 
Courier Productions, Inc., and has 
taken a term lease on the Belmont 
theatre, West 48th street, N. Y., 
which will be re-named the Docu- 
mentary theatre. It will exhibit 
only commercial and documentary 
films. This is the first real attempt 
|to solve the problem of the com- 
|mercial and documentary film outlet, 
and the instigators, if successful, 
plans to open similar cinemas 
| throughout the country. 
| The commercial film has long been 
|a bugaboo of the film industry, with 
|major film companies consistently 
refusing to release any of them in 
|their houses, Attempts to solve the 
problem by the advertisers through 
| the purchasing of the playing time 
|of independent houses has not proved 
| successful since with free admissions, 
drifters, bench-warmers, and layoffs 
made up the majority of an audi- 
ence whose desire to purchase the 
|advertised product was nil. 
| Plan of the Documentary theatre 
lis to present 80-minute shows of 
;}commercially sponsored films. six 
jtimes daily from 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 


ar 


p.m. Four to eight different spon- 
sors will be presented on each bill, 
and care will be exercised to see that 


the programs are of a non-competi- | 
will be by | 


tive basis. Admission 
j ticket only, these being secured 
gratis from the offices of the sponsor, 
which will enable each sponsor to 
|select and determine its customers. 
| Theatre will be staffed to handle 
| special needs of sponsors such as 
| giveaways, samples, literature, etc. 
| Space will be made available for 
|merchandising displays or demon- 
| strations. Seating capacity is 542 
| which will mean a total weekly at- 
| tendance of 22,764 at capacity. 

| In the evening from 7 p.m. to clos- 
| ing the best available decumentaries 
will be presented with a nominal ad- 
mission charge made. No set policy 
| will be adhered to, with shorts and 
features as well as factual Holly- 
| wood films being shown. 

Associated with McCracken will be 
Doti Edouard, sales manager, and 
one of the pioneers of the sound 
| recording. 
| athorners for the corporation. The 
‘theatre will open on or about April 
5 with the intervening month be- 
ing spent in lining up product for 
ithe first few months. 





Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., 
net income for 1940 was $590,031, a 
decline of about $38,000 from the 
previous year’s total of $628,297. An 
increase of $55,000 in the corpora- 
tion’s tax liability is responsible for 
the dip, since net income amounted 
to $775,031 as compared with $758,279 








: : 
Ludwig was laid up for 


|} about eight miles from Toledo, to| tion March 31 at Columbia with Kay | $4,002,527. 


Fitelson & Mayers are | 


|in 1939 before provision for Federal 
| income taxes. Showing made despite 
|a decrease of $174,115 in 
| $7,235,337 as compared with the pre- 
| vious year. 


year were equal to $1.47 per share 
{on the 400,000 shares of preferred 
| outstanding, which is approximately 
| what financial circles expected. It 
| compares with $1.57 in 1939. 
| poration increased its consolidated 
Cash on hand rose to 
$601,335 from $461,897, amount listed 
at the close of 1939. Consolidated 
also trimmed its inventories to $244,- 


—— | 227 from $313,878. 


| The financial statement for the 
past year shows that Consolidated’s 
stock investment in Republic 
tures Corp. of Delaware 
the same as made in 1937. 


remained 
However, 


“ E ? | the company acquired an additional | 
| inema, XC usive y omnm orts 139,000 shares of stock in Republic | 


Noted also | 


after Jan. 1 this year. 
| that Consolidated is 
| policy of financing production and 
distribution of Republic Pictures 
which enables the former to derive a 


continuing its 


{large volume of laboratory work 
and accessories. 
Republic’s gross income from 


| world distribution was listed as ap- 
| proximately $8,330,000, or an increase 
of 4.7% over 1939 despite the adverse 
| effect of the war, particularly on dis- 
| tribution in the British Isles. This 
| figure represents a 12% hike in gross 
revenue from 1938. Report also cited 
the acquisition of exchanges in New 
York City, Philadelphia, St. Louis, 
Omaha and Des Moines from fran- 
chise holders as decreasing the cost 
of distributing Republic films. 
Recapitalization Possibility 
Recapitalization for Consolidated 
Film Industries may be considered 
by the corporation in the next few 
months, according to reports in Wall 
Street. Fact that the company is 
|far in arrears on dividend payments 
on the preferred and that the cash 
position currently is comparatively 
| limited both are reported back of 





| the desire to formulate some such 
|recap proposition. Arrearages on 
; preferred amount to $3,600,000 or $9 
|per share. There are 524,973 shares 
if $1 par common outstanding. 


} Such recapitalization is predicated 


FOR “40, $590,031 


sales to | 


Consolidated’s earnings for the past | 


Cor- | 


Pic- | 


of Clearfield County, introduced a 
bill that would add an extra 10% on 
Sunday admissions in theatres to 
raise money for unemployment re- 
lief, 


30 JUKEBOX PICKETS 
NOT ‘REASONABLE’ 


Detroit, March 11. 

Jukeboxes are being picketed here 
with plenty of beefs from the opera- 
| tors who have installed the ma- 
chines. However, the prosecutor has 
indicated that the picketing of the 
| jukeboxes is perfectly legal but he 
thinks the unions should cut down 
a little on the number of pickets they 
are using. 

Trouble grew out of a jurisdic- 
tional feud between the AFL and 
CIO which had been lining up the 
supply men, collectors, etc., in rival 
unions. The lament of proprietors 
who have installed the jukeboxes is 
is that when they take off one out- 











| fit, the other throws a cordon of 
pickets in front of the place. What’s 
|more, they sometimes try to stick 


a guy inside to march up and down 
in front of the machine itself. 

One Highland Park proprietor of a 
small restaurant told prosecutor 
| Thomas Dowling that one evening 
there were 30 pickets in front of his 
place. 

‘That’s more than I can get inside,’ 
he beefed. 

Dowling out an order that 
pickets be kept down to ‘a reason- 
able number.’ He added that 30 was 
not a reasonable number. 


sent 


FRENCHY’S DEBUT 
Hollywood, March 11. 
| Jeanine Crispin, French actress, 
;makes her American film debut in 
‘My Life With Caroline,’ the Ronald 
| Colman starrer at RKO. 
Parisienne played opposite 
Gabin, Fernand Gravet and 
male stars in France. 


Jean 
other 





Loew In From West 

Arthur M. Loew, head of Metro’s 
foreign department, planes into New 
York from Arizona today (Wednes- 
| day) following a visit in Tucson with 
| his son and daughter. 
He stopped off there on his way 
| east from Hollywood. 








'on the ability to work out an equit- 
| able plan agreeable to all groups in 
the corporation, as well as the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 
| SEC did not give its blessing to the 


|recap proposal Consolidated out- 
lined a couple of years ago, and 
ithe whole matter eventually was 


| dropped. 
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Growing Concern Among Exhibs 


Over Bingo; It's 


Now a Big Biz; 


Samples of Ads in Jamaica, L. 1 





Growing concern is expressed 
among theatre operators over the 
spread of bingo and other games 
throughout the country under a mis- 
cellaneous form of duspices or so- 
called benefit reliefs, all as opposi- 
tion to exhibitors who, it is claimed, 
are being ruined in some sections 
because no steps are being taken to 
curb the menace.’ It is called just 
that by those who are closely check- 
ing the situation and indicated that 
if the men of the theatre do not get 
together to do something about the 
money-giveaway racket they are go- 
ing to fall on hard days. 


Not the least disturbing is a bill 
that has been introduced in Al- 
bany which would legalize bingo 
when conducted for charitable pur- 
poses or under certain charitable 
auspices. The measure calls for an 
act defining, licensing and regulating 
the bingo games, with $100 to be the 
fee for a license. Should such a bill 
go through—and it is believed it 
might if opposition is not organized 
against it—the theatres would be on 
the outside so far as their own use 
of Screeno, Bingo, bank nite or other 
stunts are concerned. It is admitted 
that elimination of this form of false 
boxoffice lure would be a good thing, 
but if at the same time it’s legalized 
for church organizations, charities or 
anything posing as such then that’s 
something else again. 


Albany Measure 


While unable to prove responsibil- 
ity for the measure at Albany, it is 
believed in theatre operating circles 
that interests which have the bingo 
racket well organized are behind it 
and hope for passage so that no diffi- 
culties may be encountered in the 
future and also with a view td re- 
moving giveaways in theatres as op- 
position. From the exhibitor point 
of view, it is the bingo games in 
churches, lofts, halls, etc., which are 
10 times more opposition against the 
b. o. than the latter is against them. 

Within a few years the playing of 
bingo has become so rife in various 
parts of the country that amazing 
sums are Claimed realized from sup- 
port of the public. At the same 


time it’s amazing to see the urge to | 


win up to $1,500, which is the pay-~ 
off in some cases. Many religious 
organizations, lodges, celebrations, 
etc., that run these games, accord- 
ing to theatre people are obviously 


phony, with the operators of what | 
amounts to lotteries hanging their 


bingo games onto almost anything as 
a cover-up. Claimed also that where 
theatres must live up to fire regula- 


tions, most of the places where bingo } 


is played are, in fact, fire hazards. 
Long Island Paper’s Ads 
Greater New York and particu- 
larly Long Island seethes with bingo 
games, Out in Jamai-a, even a paper 
is published listing numerous bingo 
parties, dates to be held, prizes, etc. 


It is called The Saturday Economist, | 


distribution made to home through 
other means in that L. I. territory. 

Every issue includes a coupon with 
a number. Each week 15 of these 
numbers are culled and to those 
holding the lucky ones they are 
worth $1 in merchandise from any 
of the advertisers in the paper ex- 
cepting liquor stores. That's regard- 
ed as the come-on for the bingo 
games which occupy the majority of 
the space in the sheet. 

Typical is the following: 

‘Every Wednesday night, Tele- 
phone building, $10 to $100. Free 
game for Non-Winners, $520 or over 
given away on double lap boards. 
$200 grand award certificates to all 
winners. 35 games, 50c. United Or- 
ganizations for the Relief of Infan- 
tile Paralysis.’ 

‘Every Thursday, Neiderstein’s 
Restaurant, 30 games at $3, 4 specials 
at $12, Admission 25c. Men accom- 
panied by a lady are admitted free. 


Auspices of the Church of Our Lady | 


of Sorrows.’ 
Theatres As Binge Parlors 


Even theatres are being converted | 


into places for the conducting of 
bingo games. An eastern example is 
the Central, Cedarhurst, L. I. The 
games are .lso mushrooming in New 
Jersey, with one place in the north- 
ern part of that state having four 
floors in operation at one time with 


a p.a. system relaying the numbers | 


to players on the various floors. 
Understood that churches actually 

make agreements with outsiders to 

handle the running of bingo games 


when they want them put on, their 
payoff being a cut of the proceeds. 

One of the biggest plays in the 
entire Greater New York area is a 
bingo parlor with large capacity on 
Amsterdam avenue in the 90’s in 
New York proper where turnaway 
business is chalked every Friday 
night. 





Church Blasts Kids’ ‘Payday’ 
Buffalo, March 11. 

Granada, northside (Schine) nabe, 
ran afoul the clergy when it insti- 
tuted ‘Payday’ for children last Sat- 
urday matinee (8). Scheme, for chil- 
dren only, calls for every child en- 
tering the theatre to receive an 
envelope containing Ic to $1. Lucky 
winners in the upper money brack- 
ets are called to the stage to display 
their pay envelopes. 

Rev. Neil Crawford, of nearby 
University Christ Church, accom- 
panied by his wife and two chil- 
dren, patronized the session. On 
Sunday Rev. Crawford in a sermon 
entitled ‘God Looks at the Treasury’ 
expressed himself as shocked at the 
stunt and sounded off: 

‘It was the breakdown of moral 
fiber that caused the collapse of 
France. It is time for Americans to 
begin building character worthy of 
these days. If we do not, we shall 
go the way of France. I shall fight 
this thing with all my might.’ Early 
this week Rev. Crawford stated to 
the newspapers that he was receiv- 
ing numerous telephone pledges of 
support in his crusade, 

The Granada has 
‘Payday.’ 


REP NOW HAS 15 OF 





discontinued 








Gradually buying up the long- 
term franchises held by companies 
and individuals throughout’ the 


a total of 15 exchange territories 
through a deal closed with Irving 
Mandel of Chicago who has had 
distribution of Rep product for the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Indianap- 
olis offices. James R. Grainger, 
president of Rep and in direct 
charge of sales, closed the deal on 
| the trip from which he returned 
last week. 





ager of the Milwaukee office and 
Harry Lorch, in charge of Chicago, 
remain in their spots. 


| Prior to the Chicago deal, Rep 
| had bought up franchises in 12 ex-| 
change zones over a period of two 


years. 





(12 Firemen Lose Lives 


} 


Brockton, Mass., March 11. 
Strand was gutted by fire early 
Monday (10) and 12 firemen lost 
their lives when the roof collapsed. 


Fire started in the basement soon | 


after midnight and gained much 

headway before firemen arrived. 
Neither patrons nor theatre per- 

sonnel were among the casualties. 


Gamble Extends Chain 


Portland, Ore., March 11. 

Ted Gamble, independent operator 
of the Capitol here, has extended his 
scope through acquisition of two 
houses at nearby Hood River, Ore., 
smal] dorp about 50 miles from Port- 
land. 

The Gambles (Ted and Joe) plan 
to acquire gradually a string of small 
town houses in this vicinity. Ted 


manager of the J. J. Parker theatres 
in the Pacific Northwest. He resigned 
that position to become an indie op- 
erator. 





GROSS’ ‘RANGERS’ FOR COL. 
Hollywood, March 11. 
Edward Gross has concluded a 
deal with Columbia to produce four 
| features based on the ‘Lone Ranger’ 
|!comie strip and radio serial. 
| ‘Ranger’ was previously made as 
|}a serial at Republic 





ITS EXCHANGES BACK’ 


country, Republic gains control of 


L. W. Marriett, over the branch at 
| Indianapolis; Fred Frackman, man- 


In Strand, Brockton, Fire | 


Gamble was until last year general | 


Matinees Save the B.O. 


Milwaukee, March 11. 

With the Zenith theatre situ- 
ated in a neighborhood of hun- 
dreds of workers in nearby in- 
dustrial plants booming with 
war orders, operators (Fox) 
couldn’t figure out why, with all 
the extra payroll money in cir- 
culation, the house shouldn’t be 
getting bigger grosses. ‘The thea- 
tre, like many nabes, was open 
Only in the evening, except on 
Saturdays and Sundays, then 
someone got an idea. 

With the factories running 24 
hours a day, or on three shifts, 
two-thirds of the workers were 
toiling nights. So—the theatre 
expanded its policy to include 
daily matinees, and now they’re 
doing O.K. 











W.E. NET EARNINGS FOR 
1940 AT $32,787,000 


Western Electric Co., including its 
subsidiaries, net earnings for 1940 
totaled $32,787,000 which is $16,311,- 
000 more than in 1939. Figures were 
revealed in annual report of Amer- 
ican Telephone & Telegraph, which 
owns 99% of WE capital stock. 

Sales of Western Electme were 
listed as the largest in 10 years, to- 
taling $241,618,000, or an increase of 
$54,758,000 over 1939. This is a 29% 
hike in total sales. In the past 10 
years, including the depression pe- 
riod, average return of Western 
Electric on its net investment has 
been at the rate of 4%. During the 
past year, Western Electric paid off 
$16,944,000 of its 4% notes held by 
the trustees of its pension fund. 

Western Electric stockholders were 
informed that the netional defense 
program and improved general busi- 
ness produced this increased revenue. 
Net earnings were figured at $5.46 
per share, with $24,000,000 being paid 
out via the $4 a share voted during 
1940. Taxes represented an increase 
of $6,402,000 or more than 75% and 
were equivalent to $7.97 per week 
per employee. 

President Clarence G. Stoll, re- 
porting to stockholders, revealed that 








added $650,000 to the reserve to 
cover possible loss because of the 
European war and other contingen- 
cies. This reserve amounted to 
$2,400,000 at the end of 1940. Also 
lthat the company’s investment in 
Graybar Electric Co. was reduced to 








ment of $500,000 of 7% preferred. 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 


(M-G) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th). 
Moved over from the Fifth for a sec- 
ond week, with big $2,900 in store 
Last week ‘Virginia’ (Par) and 
‘Henry’ (Par) (2d wk), $2,800, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) 
and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) (2d run). 
Looks like fair $3,000. Last week 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and ‘Flight Com- 
mand’ (M-G) (2d run), socko $3,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
|green) (2,349: 30-40-50)—‘Tobacco 
| Road’ (20th) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 
Fine reviews an aid, starting biz off 
with a bang. Will get great $9,300. 
Last week ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) 
land ‘Ride, Kelly’ (20th), $7,200, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) (5th wk). 
Still a big $4.500, after wonderful 
$5,000 last week. 

Music Box (‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50 )>—Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M- 
G), moved over from Paramount 
Good enougrh $2.700. Last week (40- 
150), ‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk), $4,100, 
| mild. 
Orpheum 
| (2,600: 
| Blonde’ 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
30 - 40 - 50) - ‘Strawberry 
(WB) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Taking a strong $4.- 
500 in five days Last week, same 
|pair kept building for $8,500, very 
juicy. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 20-50 )- 
‘Youth Served’ (20th) with ‘Buyers 
Beware’ (M-G) 2-reeler augmenting, 
and Le Conga Fiesta Revue on stage. 
Good $5,300. Last week ‘Arkansas 
Judge’ (Rep) and ‘Devil’s Pipe Line’ 
!(U), plus vaude headed by Gary 
Nottingham band, $6,000, great, band 
getting the credit. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039: 30-40-50)—‘Maisie a 
(M-G) and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). In 
the doldrums with $3,900, awfully 
weak. Last week ‘Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M- 
G), $6,200, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Nanette’ (RKO) and ‘Honeymoon’ 
(WB) (2d run). Slow $1,500 in five 
days. Last week (30-40-50). ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) and ‘Black Parrot’ 
| (WB) (3d wk), garnered nifty $3,000 
| Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
130).—'Go West’ (M-G) and ‘Long 
| Voyage’ (UA) (2d run). Big $2.400 
Last week ‘Escape’ (M-G) and ‘Find 
1}Out’ (RKO) (2d run), dandy ~$2.200 


Electrical Research Products, Inc., | 


$1,000,000 by that company’s retire- . 


Lady’ | 


Old-Age Pension Being Set Up 
National Theatre Parley Told; 
New Skouras Drive Outlined 





Arrowhead Spgs., Cal., March 11. 

Spyros and Charles Skouras, with 
other execs of National Theatres, are 
determined to go through with their 
plan for creating an old age pen- 
sion or retirement fund for company 
employes, idea over which they have 
been mulling for the past year or 
more. While a considerable amount 
of planning remains to be done, 
sponsors are now satisfied that the 
chief obstacles have been removed 
and that such a fund will be set up 
and working in a comparatively 
short time. 


This message was conveyed to the 
60-odd delegates attending the an- 
nual midwinter convention of Na- 
tional Theatres, which convened 


sions until this midweek. 
Retirement plan will be worked 
through the company’s welfare fund 
that is now being enriched at the 
|; rate of approximately $100,000 an- 
nually, through candy sales in the 
500 or more theatres of the chain 
| throughout the country. In addi- 
tion, it is anticipated that NT will 
devote a certain amount of its year- 
ly earnings to the fund, so that when 
idea is put into work a sizeable 
; amount of cash will be on hand. 
This was only one of many sub- 
ijects that came up for discussion 
at convention sessions 
Friday and Saturday. Others includ- 
ed the setting up of the annual 











here last Thursday (6), with ses-| 


be taken care of. In addition to a 
two weeks’ salary bonus, men were 
guaranteed their positions would be 
awaiting them on their return. And 
during their absence at military 
camps each employee’s group ine 
surance would be maintained with 
premiums paid for by the company. 

In attendance at the convention, in 
addition to Spyros and Charles 
Skouras are included number of 
home office execs here from New 
York, as well as divisional and dis- 
trict managers from Detroit, Mil- 
waukee, Kansas City, Denver, Salt 
Lake City, Seattle, Portland, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, as well 
as from Arizona operating points. 
|New York delegation included in 
| addition to Spyros Skouras and Cas- 
'key and Pride, treasurer Harry Cox, 
| Pete Lundgren, Aubrey Schenck, 
| William T. Powers, Irving Barry, 
Ed Zabel, Milton Hossfeld, John 
Healy and Dan Michalove, latter the- 
atre contact for 20th-Fox. 

Divisional heads here are Harry 
J. Fitzgerald of Milwaukee, Eimer 
Rhoden of Kansas City, Frank 
Ricketson of Denver, Frank L. New- 
man of Seattle, Arch M. Bowles of 
San Francisco and Charles Skouras 
of Los Angeles. These were accom- 
panied by their principal district 
managers, or head bookers. 

Attorneys for the company who 
are attending include Charles A. 





Thursday, | Buckley, head of the Fox West Coast 


legal department; John Bertero, of 
the local staff, and Clarence R. Ennis, 





Spyros Skouras drive, in which all 
National Theatre operating divisions 
from Milwaukee west will partici- | 
pate. Charles Skouras, head of ied 
West Coast Theatres, principal sub- | 
sidiary of NT, has again been draft- | 
ed to act as field marshal for the 
drive, which gets under way April 
13, to continue for 13 weeks. 

Plans are being mulled for an 
| elaborate reseating of a majority of | 
} the theatres controlled by NT, in| 
addition to upwards of $2,000,000 to | 
be expended this year in new the- | 
atre construction and rehabilitation | 
of existing houses. Reseating plan, | 
if carried through, will entail an 
|expenditure of around $1,500,000. 

Improvements in theatre seating | 
were outlined to the convention by 
a group of American Seating Co. of- 
| ficials,; who were summoned to the, 
| theatre gathering to fully outline the | 
; plan. Among the seating company 
execs present were Hilliard Brooke, 
western district sales manager; Al | 
| Hoven, assistant general sales man- |! 
ager; Ralph Zimmerman, in charge 
of the Los Angeles branch of the 
company, in addition to Oscar Old- 
know of National Theatre Supply 
Co., parent company for the seating | 
| Organization. Lloyd Ownbey, L. A. 
branch manager for National The- 
atre Supply Co., also attended. 

Need. of a special business drive 
at this time was outlined to the con- | 
ventioneers by Frank H. ‘Rock’ Rick- | 
etson, operator of the Fox Inter- | 
mountain circuit, who advised that 
whereas theatres in the past have 
enjoyed about 85% of all monies 
spent nationally on amusements, the 
percentage at the present time has 
dropped to around 67%, due to many 
other types of amusement having 
weaned the _ theatregoing public 
away. 


} 


Importance of cashing in on the 
Government's vast defense spending 
program was stressed, with Spyros 
Skouras expressing the hope that 
NT divisional and district managers 
would be fully alive to seize upon 
every opportunity for garnering 
some part of this extra money. 

New Government consent decree. 
set up for the film industry, was 
outlined in detail by attorneys John 
Caskey and Fred Pride of New York. 
Convention delegates were told just 
what theatres could do under the | 
new regulations, and what they 
could not do. 

Earlier, Spyrcs Skouras advised of 
the necessity for setting up localized 
film buying under the decree, instead 
of the time-worn custom of doing 
all buying from headquarters in 
New York. The National Theatres | 
prexy said that it now had become 
necessary to set up film buying staffs 
in all divisional] headquarters and 
that the functions of the New York 
buying staff would be delegated 
hereafter to others. 

Details were revealed on how Na- 
tional Theatre employees called for 
compulsary military training would 


| Pascal's 


attorney for 20th-Fox and National 
Theatres in the Pacific Northwest. 


BERNHARD PARLEYS 
WB ZONE MANAGERS 


A meeting of home office Warner 
theatre executives and zone man- 
agers from out-of-town was held 
yesterday (Tues.) at N. Y. headquar- 
ters with Joe Bernhard, g.m. of the 
WB circuit, presiding. Clayton Bond, 
circuit film buying chief; Ed Hinchy, 
his chief aide; Harry Goldberg, Leon- 
ard Schlesinger, Frank Phelps, Sam 
Morris, Nat Fellman, Abel Vigard, W. 

McDonald, Harry Rosenquest, 
Louis Kaufman, Herman Maier and 
Frank Cahill of the h.o. attended. 

Zone chiefs brought in were James 
Coston, Chicago; Nat Wolf, Cleve- 
land; I. J. Hoffman, New Haven; Don 
Jscocks, Newark; Moe Silver, Al- 
bany; Ted Schlanger, Philadelphia; 
Harry Kalmine, Pittsburgh and John 
J. Payette, Washington. 

Current operating problems, book- 
ing plans, etc., were discussed. 








FACELIFTING ‘BARBARA’ 


Revamp on _ British-Made 
Pic Before UA Release 
Gabriel Pascal will leave the 
United States for England early in 
June to begin production on his third 
film to be made from a George Ber- 
nard Shaw story. Producer came to 
this country about a month ago with 
a print of ‘Major Barbara,’ which he 
recently completed in Britain. 

No decision has been made by 
Pascal on what the next film will be, 
although ‘Devil’s Disciple’ i 
stood to be the likely choice 
get world-wide 


inder- 
It will 
j distribution by 
United Artists, which also is handling 
‘Barbara,’ but not internationally. 
Meantime, world preem of the 
picture has been set for Nassau 
March 20 under the sponsorship of 


|the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, 


who will attend the opening. ‘Bar- 
bara’ will unveil in three Nassau 
theatres simultaneously and play for 
four days. First night's proceeds go 


|to British war relief. Pascal flies to 


Nassau tomorrow (Thursday). 

Marion Baldwin, Pascal's p.a., 
leaves for the Coast on March 22. 
She return east with him after the 
editing job and will go to England 
with him if she can obtain a pass- 
port. 

After his return to New York he 
will go to the Coast. He'll spend a 


mn 


a 


month there doing a re-editing jobon ly 
‘Barbara,” Film was supposed to have sic 


been in final shape when 


Pascal. a 


brought it over, as he did a lengthy:nd 
cutting job in London, but it is re-/ise 


ported that UA execs, after seeing i 
are in favor of making some furtk it 


changes to suit 


American audien:ls. 


is 
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Fllery Queen’ Possibly Back For Gulf 


If Time and Production Factors Okay 


| 








+ 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Gulf oil may again sponsor ‘Ellery 
Queen’ this summer as a replace- 
ment for the Screen Guild program. 
Nothing is definite, but Tom Har- 
rington, of Young & Rubicam, is 
working on the idea. Understood a 
possible hitch is whether the show 
would be done as a half-hour series 
or expanded again to the 60-minute 
setup it had originally as a CBS 
sustainer. Account is believed to 
favor the shorter version, but Co- 
lumbia, which owns the show, favors 
at least a 45-minute edition on the 
theory the mystery cannot be ef- 
fectively presented in 30 minutes. 
But there’s also a question if the 
extra time would be open. 

Gulf’s Screen Guild series ends its | 
present span in May. Should Gulf 

again pick up ‘Queen’ show as a 
pinch-hitter, there’s understood to 
be some question of the possible pro- 
duction setup in that case, in view 
of the dissatisfaction with the way 
Young & Rubicam handled the pro- 
gram last summer. 











Norman Corwin’s 26 To 
Preempt CBS Workshop 
Series After April 27 


Norman Corwin’s new series, ‘26! 
by Corwin,’ will be done as the Co-| 
lumbia ‘Workshop’ shows for 26 | 
weeks, beginning April 27. 
be originals and adaptations, ‘Work- 
shop’ is now heard 8:8:30 p. m. on | 
CBS stations not getting the Helen 
Hayes show at that hour, and at) 
10:30-11 p. m. on WABC, New York, 
and other stations getting the Hayes 
series at 8 o’clock. ‘Workshop’ was 
formerly heard only in the east. 

This Sunday (16) night’s ‘Work- 
shop’ edition will be a repeat of ‘Cas- 
sidy and the Devil,’ by Basil Heatter, 








They’ Ih | « 





gon of Garbriel Heatter. Guy Della- 
Cioppa, an assistant on the CBS pro- | 
duction staff, will again direct. March | 
30 show will be ‘Out of the Air,’ a 
comedy by James and Elizabeth | 
Hart. 

Nothing is set for April 6, but a 
special show will be aired April 13, 
in connection with the opening next | 
day of the big league baseball sea- 
son. Two-part stanza will consist of 


| vocalist, 


George Kleinsinger’s ‘The Brooklyn | 1gir 
| Bob Emery WOR ‘Rainbow House’ | 


Cantata,’ 
Dodgers, 
comedy, 


dedicated to the Brooklyn 
and Eric Arthur’s original 
‘The Glory Machine.’ 


TEXACO SUMMER SHO 
WAITS UPON TIME 





| 


Texaco will again remain on the 


air for the summer after Fred Allen 
retires from his Wednesday 


night | 


hour on CBS for a 13-week vacation | 


June 25. The refiner’s summer pe-| 
riod will be but 30 minutes, starting 
at 9 p. m. 


No decision has been made about 
the type of filler program. This in 
some measure will depend on the 
settlement of the ASCAP situation. 





Sam Henry’s New Job 


March 11. 





Washington, 


Samuel J. Henry, Jr., has been 
appointed radio head of Vincent 
Tutching & Associates advertising 


agency. 

He was formerly director of radio 
advertising for the National Assn. 
of Broadcasters and previously ad- 
vertising and sales promotion man- 
ager of World Broadcasting. 


—, 





| quiz programs. 


Poker for Charity 


Novel method of 
money to finance an organiza- 
tional campaign was suggested 
last week by a member of the | 
Radio Writers Guild. Outfit’s 
council was considering possible 
ways of meeting increased ex- 
penses. 

One of those present advanced 
the idea of weekly poker games 
for the members, with a per- 
centage of the bets to go to a 
—— fund for the Guild. 


GRANIK,DREICER 
IN FORUM BIZ 


Albany, March 11. 

Forum Service, Inc., has filed in- 
corporation papers here. Its an- 
nounced purpose is to organize and 
conduct radio forums and round 
tables. 

Dreicer has conducted numerous 
who operates the American Forum 
of the Air from Washington Sunday 
‘nights over Mutual, and Maurice 
Dreicer and attorney Mathew Rosen- | 
blum, both of New York. 

Dreicer has conducted umpteen | 
educational’ programs over New 


| 
| 


raising | 




















| York local stations. 





Yvette, a Minor, Is Sued | 


For Alleged Walk Out 
On Managerial Contract 


Yvette (Elsa Harris), NBC contract 
was served along with her | 
mother with the summons in a_| 
' $50,000 breach of contract suit filed | 
|in the N. Y. supreme court by Mau- | 
rice Duke and Bob Lee last Satur- | 
‘day (8). The vocalist is alleged to | 
'have walked out of a managerial | 





tract whi h th de | 
ae vam oF ae a * | show for the William Morris office. 
| 


with Duke and Lee in December, 
1939. She was originally on the 


program. 


| Managers claim that through their 


efforts Yvette, who is a minor, has| 
‘been able during the past 15 months 
| to raise her weekly income from $35 


to $1,350. Bernard L. Miller brought | 


i™e action in the managers’ behalf. 


A Nation of Schoolmams? 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 11. 
Listeners are quick to detect and 
phone about any mistakes made on 
This was proved by 
the clogging of WGY’s switchboard 





with calls after quizmaster on 
‘Little Red School House,’ juvenile 
|ask-me commercial, let statement 


| tory. 
| by phone that Lake Michigan also | 
| qualified for this rating, and even | 


go that Lake Erie was the only 
Great Lake entirely in U. S. terri- 
Dialing audience clamored 


more so than Erie. 

Number of buzzes 
Leighton & Nelson, 
count, 


surprised 
agency for ac- 





Sam Levitan, KSTP, Minneapolis, 
sales promotion manager, won the 
Northwest Foils Title last Sunday, 


| competing in a field of 100 fencers. 


Not Getting Value From Jimmy Dorsey 


So Says His Agent Asking Geller & Weiss for More 


Prominence or a Release 





General Amusement Corp. is press- | 
ig Geller & Weiss agency on the} 
venty Grand cig account, for a 
ange in the routing of the Jimmy 
yrsey band on the ‘Your Happy 
<thday’ 
‘C-blue Friday 


rnative, the release of Dorsey | 
n his contract. Argument ad- | 
ced by GAC is that Dorsey’s | 


ts are being wasted on the show | 
now composed and that unless | 
can be made a more im- 


program, which is on the | 13, but the options held by Geller & 
nights, or, as an | Weiss can tie up the band for two 


{portant feature of the program it 
| would be to the best interests of all | 
| concerned to call it quits. 
Current cycle of Dorsey’s contract 
with the program runs until April 


years. GAC denies that the pro- 
gram’s rating has anything to do 
with its attitude. It states that if the | 


of Dorsey it should accord him more 


time than he now gets. | 


| skull, 


Riggs Dickers Continue 


J. Walter Thompson is still dick- 
ering for time on a West Coast re- 
gional to carry a variety show 
headed by Tommy Riggs in behalf 
- Old Gold. 

The indications are that the con- 
| nas will go to the NBC's Pacific 
red link. 








VETS ADAPTING 
BERNAYS BOOK 





Kansas City, March 11. 

Edward Bernays’ handbook ‘Speak 
Up For Democracy’ is the source of 
the program of similar name being 
| offered to radio stations by the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars from its Kan- 
sas City headquarters. Robert B. 
| Handy, in charge of the work here, 
states that the organization has 
pledges to carry the program from 
244 stations. Starts this week. 

Over 80% of the stations have 
promised the V. F. W. desirable 
nighttime opportunities for the pro- 
gram, Handy reports. 


‘KITTY FOYLE’ UP FOR 
RADIO SERIALIZATION 


‘Kitty Foyle,” the Christopher 
| Morley novel from which RKO made 
ithe recent Ginger Rogers picture, is 
being adapted as a weekly half-hour 
‘radio series. Don Golenpaul, pro- 
ducer of ‘Information Please,’ is 
readying it for agency audition. 
Albert G. Miller is doing the adap- 
tation, after a series of confabs with 
Morley. 

Miller 








has also authored the 


| ‘Maudie’ half-hour series, which the | 


William Morris office has recorded 
for agency audition, with Mary Ma- 
|son, of ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ at the Cort, 
'N. Y., in the name part. It is an 


| adaptation of the Ladies Home Jour- 


nal stories of Graeme and Sarah 
Lorimer. In addition, Miller co- 
author with John Greene and Leon- 
ard Holton of the ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ 
series. 

Holton also has his own solo series 
in preparation. It’s ‘Our Town,’ 
which he’s adapting as a half-hour 


'It should be ready for audition- 
recording in a few weeks. 





‘One Less Corporation 
At J. Walt Thompson 


Albany, March 11. 
J. Walter Thompson Advertising | 
| Corp. has been merged with the J. 
| Walter Thompson Co., according to | 
papers filed with the secretary of | 
state. 
Breed, 
| York, 





Abbott & Morgan, of New 
were the filing attorneys. 





Thompson agency explained yes- 
terday (Tuesday) that the two or- 
ganizations had been functioning for 
some time as a single entity and 
corporate elimination affected the 
organization which has its offices in| 
Wall Street and concerns itself with 
financial and public utility accounts. | 


Dorsey’s NR Show Off 


Tommy Dorsey’s 
tune’ 





‘Fame and For- | 
program for Nature’s Remedy 
will be cancelled at expiration of 
current 13-week contract. 

Account handled by Stack-Gable 
Agency. 


Buffington’s Bad Creah 


St. Louis, March 11. 
_ Johnny Buffington, 31, who has 
doubled as warbler and _ guitarist 


, With Pappy  Cheshire’s hillbilly 


| galaxy on KMOX, was critically in- 


|jured last week when his auto 
crashed into the rear of a transport 
truck. He suffered fractures of the 
nose, hip and pelvis and in- 
ternal injuries. At St. Louis County 


| Hospital Buffington has a 50-50 
' chance to survive. 
His wife, visiting in California, | 


planed here to be with her husband. | 


Buffington has been with KMOX for 
five years. 





Joe Uhalt Back at WDSU 
New Orleans, March 11. 
Joe Uhalt. WDSU prexy, was back 


at his desk Thursday (6) fully re- | 
program is to get the most value out | covered from his two months siege | only holdover of this classification 


of pneumonia. 


He was confined in hospital. 


Radio Director Lester Vail on Leave 
To Stage Theatre Guild Play 





Uses Guest Casts 





Group of actors talking shop 
in the reception-waiting room 
at NBC last week got on the 
subject of ‘This Small Town,’ 
Procter & Gamble daytime se- 
rial that in the last few weeks 
has undergone an_ extensive 
shakeup. Show has changed 
producers, directors and virtu- 
ally the entire cast. 

‘It’s the only serial on the 
air,’ said one of the actors, ‘that 
uses guest casts.’ 


LUCKIES OUT 
OF ARMY CAMPS 


Lucky Strike will not renew its 
shows from various Army camps at 
the close of the initial 13 weeks. 
Broadcasts, which have been piped 
into the weekly Hit Parade program, 
will culminate with the airing of 
April 5. 

Orrin Tucker band will do the last 
one, while Frankie Masters’ band is 
scheduled for March 29. 


Actress Kath Anderson 
Beats Drum for a Poem; 

















Presentation of Rachel Lindsay’s 
‘The Congo’ on the ‘Columbia Work- 
shop,’ March 23, is the culmination 
of more than a year’s crusade in the 
poem’s behalf by actress Katherine 
Anderson. During that time she has 
kept herself virtually impoverished | 
as she concentrated all her efforts 
on getting the piece before the pub- | 
lic. She will not appear in the CBS | 
presentation. 

Actress, the widow of Washington 


and white singers about the 
try, giving occasional performances 
of the poem ait schools and on one 
or two local radio programs. On the 
‘Workshop’ it will occupy half the 
show, the balance being taken by 
James Weldon Johnson’s ‘The Cre- 
ation.’ There will be a mixed cast, 
{including the Juanita Hall choir, 
Golden Gate quartet and Kenneth 
Spencer. Lyn Murray will direct 
| the program and lead a smal per- 
cussion orchestra. George Zachary 
is producing. 


CAROL BRUCE VICTIM 
OF SHOW’S TIME SHIFT 


Carol Bruce will leave the Ben 
| Bernie air show when it switches 
from its current 8-8:30 p.m. Tuesday 
slot to 9-9:30 p.m. Fridays. New 
| time makes it impossible for the 
warbler to double from the B. G. 
DeSylva musical, ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ in which she appears. 
Attempt is being made to make 
minor switches in the legiter to per- 
mit Miss Bruce’s continuance on the 
Bromo-Seltzer session, but it looks 











| impossible. She will have been on 
|the Bernie program for 26 weeks | 
| when the time switch is made 
March 25, 


CBS Finally Accepts It 


correspondent Paul Y. Anderson, has | 
meanwhile carried a troupe of Negro | 
coun- | 


vr 


Lester Vail, who’s staging the 
Theatre Guild’s production of Sophie 
Treadwell’s “Hope for a Harvest,’ 
is one of the few radio directors to 
transfer to the theatre. An ex-stock 
and film actor, he has for the last 
few years been directing programs 
at NBC, mostly commercial daytime 
serials for Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert. 

Selection of Vail for the ‘Harvest’ 
assignment is understood to have 
come through his long friendship 
with Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge (Mrs. March), the leads in 
the play. Pair recently were di- 
rected by him in ‘Cyrano de Berge- 
rac,’ as one of the ‘Great Plays‘ se- 
ries on NBC. 

Vail has been given a leave of 
absence for five or six weeks, for 
the stage assignment, though it may 
be extended if the play needs fur- 
ther work after the rehearsal period 
and a couple of weeks’ out-of-town 
engagement. He will also restage the 
play when it is readied for Broad- 
way in the fall. During his absence, 
his two regular serials ‘David Ha- 
rum’ and ‘John’s Other Wife,’ will 
be handled by other directors. Dick 
Leonard, another NBC staff man who 
now directs ‘Stella Dallas’ and 
‘Orphans of Divorce’ for B-B-H, will 
handle ‘Harum,’ while Norman 
Sweetser, a free-lancer, will direct 
‘John’s Other Wife.’ 

Several CBS directors, such as 
Irving Reis and William Robson, 
have transferred to film directing. 
Arch Oboler, an NBC _ writer-di- 
rector, is mentioned to direct ‘The 
Flying Yorkshireman’ for Frank 
Lloyd. Also John Houseman recent- 
'ly staged ‘Liberty Jones’ for the 
Guild, but he had previously been 
associated with Orson Welles in the 
|Mercury Theatre productions. 

Vail’s selection for ‘Harvest’ is 
j net believed to be in any way re- 
lated to the deal NBC has to do 
| radio versions of former Guild plays. 
However, it marks the first time NBC 
lartists bureau has sold one of its 
| directors to the theatre and is in line 
| with the agency’s new policy of sell- 
ing its talent for outside assign- 
ments, 


WMUR Starts on April 1; 
Smith Is Mgr.; Programs 
Under Chas. W. Burton 


Manchester, N. H., March 11. 
WMUR, 5,000-watter, goes on the 
air April 1. The station will be 
|owned and operated by former Gov. 

















Francis P. Murphy, of New Hamp- 
shire, and managed by Leslie F. 
|Smith, former sales manager of 


WFEA, Manchester. 
Charles W. Burton, 


who was for- 


|merly with WEEI, Boston, and who 
ihas written numerous network 
serials, will be WMUR’s program 
|head, Vincent Chandler has come 


over from WFEA as chief engineer, 


G. W. Johnstone Back 


Washington, March 11. 

G. W. Johnstone, radio director of 
the Democratic National Committee, 
is back in Washington after a month 
in Florida. 

Will proceed to line up programs 
| for. Jackson Day dinners late this 
| month. 











Only One Phi ip Morris Musical 





Cigarette Curtails in Pop Field — Using Dialog 
Stuff Instead 





Philip Morris will be down to a| 
single musical program on the net- | 
works starting with March 21. Ac- | 
count is eliminating the dance music 
phase from its Friday night stanza 
on CBS and will use the half hour 
exclusively for dramatic fare, ‘Great | 
Moments From Great Plays.’ Not 





so long ago Philip Morris had three | 


popular music events and now the 


will be the Tuesday night 
on the NBC-red. Same 


program 


product's | 


| Sunday night passage on CBS is now 
| devoted to drama also, ‘The Crime 
| Doctor.’ 
| For the introduction to its new 
| policy the Friday night period will 
|make use of the script of ‘Outward 
Bound.’ As for the Tuesday night 
‘session on the red it’s only partly 
dance music by Ray Bloch. A por- 
| tion of the half hour goes to a dra- 
matic series, ‘The Story Comes to 
ife,” with Charlie Martin direct- 


ing 


Lis. 
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ACTORS MUST NOT COVER UP 





© “x -= 


OPEN EYES AND MINDS 





Just now there is considerable trade talk that radio is suffer-| 
ing irom an aggravation of inertia in the field of programs. | 
There seems to be a need for rain in the dust bowl of radio’s| 


constant or tgo prolonged sameness, While awaiting the much-| 
needed freshets of showmanship, the year-in-year-out efforts of | 
the dehydration menace might be cited. There’s the Jack’ 
Benny show, the Kate Smith revue, the Bob Hope circus, or the| 
Maxwell House program, which has qualitatively improved in 
a deteriorating season. 





If program showmanship is accepted as synonymous with| 
the ear that recognizes American idiom, the eye that foresees | 


the germ of something big in the obscure corner, the imagina- 


tion that can select and edit, weigh and pick, ride the wave) 
then American radio has always had) 


and avoid the under-tow, 
some conspicous exemplars of the art. 
that there were too few. 


The trouble has been 
That will always be the trouble. 

Take Icddie Cantor as an example of the showmanship eye, 
ear and imagination in operation, On the old Chase & Sanborn 
program he “found James Wallington, a straightaway spieler— 
and nothing more. He transformed him into a personality. 
James became Jimmy and a valuable stooge. Rubinoff, 
master-liddler, 
household name., Cantor grabbed Burns and Allen for radio 
out of the old Palace, Parkyakarkas (Harry Einstein) from a 
Boston businessmen’s luncheon, Bobby Breen from a mob of 
auditioneers. 

Openmindedness is an essential of showmanship. Willing- 
ness to listen, faith in the possibility of something good turning 
up, confidence in one’s own judgment in the presence of un- 
known merit are elements all too frequently missing in adver- 
tising agencies, Cantor took time off to hear a girl singer be- 
cause an agent, Rufus LeMaire, said she was good. The girl 
soprano squeezed Cantor's hand before she sang and said ‘Mr. 
Cantor, | hope you’re not nervous.’ That’s how he discovered 
Deanna Durbin, 

There is always good talent around. But advertising agen- 
cies are usually too lazy to take the trouble to look or to listen. 
Talent can’t get by the receptionist. More than one singer has 
sung through a mike to a roomful of gagging, preoccupied 
heedless admen. Cantor first heard Dinah Shore on a sustainer 
over NBC. Cantor even reads his mail—not leaving it in the 
lordly advertising agency manner to a supercilious secretary. 
That’s how he ran across Olive Major, now on his show. 

Of course, it may be notated out, Cantor, 
selves and to suit themselves. Agencies buy for sponsors. This 
is a delicate task. Nevertheless, whatever the cause or excuse, 
agencies do tend to sit back and wait for somebody else to 
hand them packages of developed and popularity-proven talent. 
Showmen discover and create, encourage and guide talent. But 
showmanship is a different way of life than selling soap. The 


two may form marriages of convenience, but they remain 
basically unalike. 


AFRA RESOLVES 
AGAINST F. F. * 


Hollywood, March 11. 


et al., buy for them- 





NBC Seeks Affiliates 
Okay for 1-2 Clearance 
To Accommodate Foods 








General Foods may move some of 
its daytime shows now on CBS to 
In move to discourage free ap- the NBC-red. It would like to get 
pearances on radio shows similar to | into two or three of the quarter- 
Louella Parsons recently completed | hour niches between 1 and 2 p.m. 





deal with Lifebuoy, the American | Problem facing NBC is one of clear- 
Federation of Radio Artists has | ance since this is part of the after- 
adopted a resolution providing ‘no | "00n stretch alloted by the network 
member of AFRA shall give free | for the affiliates’ own use or sale 


Two of the serials that would be 
involved in such a switch are ‘Portia 
Faces Life’ (Bran yond ~~ Kacpotas 
Hopkins’ (Maxwell Hous 
& Bowles is the agency on om 


Gen Malin Craig on CBS 


Gen. Malin Craig, former chief of 
staff of the U. S. Army, was last 
week elected a member of the board 
of directors of CBS. He retired 
from the service in August, 1939. 

Another military personage, Gen- 
eral Harbord, is chairman of RCA. 


performance on radio except with 
the express approval of the National 
Bo: ird. 

‘Acceptance of compensation so far | 
below member's customary compen- 
sation as to amount to evasion of this 
rule shall constitute conduct unbe- 
coming an AFRA member.’ 

Screen Actors Guild adopted sim- 
flar ruling some time ago. 








* For Free. 


LIVER PILLS INHERITS 
NBC SUNDAY TIME 


| 








Noxzema Pits Twins 
Boston, March 11. 
Several sets of twins are being re- 
cruited by Ken Wheeler for the 


Carter’s Little Liver Pills is shift- 
Ing its ‘Inner Sanctum Mysteries’ 
from the present Tuesday night spot 
on the blue to Sunday night, 8:30 to 
9, on March 30, and 98 stations. 


The Sunday period on the same broadcast over WNAC, Boston, and 
network is currently held by Grove’s WEAN, Providence. 
Bromo Quinine via the ‘Sherlock Sponsored by Noxzema. Rutt rauff 
Holmes’ series. & Ryan agency 


the. 
was re-designed into a comedy figure and a 


‘Quiz of Two Cities ’o. Sunday (39) | 


i... 








| 


Recent Underscaling on Off- 


| of Duty of Membership to 


| Inform Union 
| 





N. Y. LOCAL’S VIEW 





New York local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists may 
issue a ruling penalizing members 
,who fail to report violations of the 
union’s commercial and _ sustaining 
codes. 
result of the recent cases of several 
network shows on which fees for off- 
the-line recordings were not col- 


lected until much later and by action. 
Situation had been going on for 
some time without AFRA’s knowl- 
edge, finally coming to light when a 
member squawked, 

Union has also notified all mem- 
bers to report when they make audi- 
tions, whether for live programs or 
transcriptions. Artists must be paid 
for auditions at regular rates speci- 
fied in the code. Under no circum- 
stances are members 
audition free or at less than code 
rates. Notice stated that any mem- 
ber giving free or under-scale audi- 
tions or failing to report auditions is 
open to discipline. 

Wax Situation 


Number of transcribed programs 


are now being produced, with artist 
fees far below what AFRA intends 


+ 


to impose in its proposed transcrip- 

Union officials are watch- 
ing the situation, but making no ef 
fort to deal with it now. However, 
it’s pointed out that a ‘must’ clause 
in the code will be a stipulation that 
all artist rates in current contracts 
must be made to conform to the new 


tion code. 


scales, effective the date of signing 
of the code. Point was raised by 
several members who feared to sign 


for transcribed series for fear they 
might have to work at the same 
scales even after the new code be- 
comes effective. 

With several New York stations 
receiving or in line to receive sharp 
increases in power, AFRA is plan- 
ning steps to impose higher pay 


scales for shows at the outlets in- 
volved. Union's contract with WINS 
now covers only announcers, but 
with the station going more inten- 
sively into program production and 
about to increase its power to 50,000 
watts, AFRA is ready to demand 
upped pay and regulations for 
actors and singers. Somewhat similar 


= 
SCcaies 


situation will exist at WOV and 
other New York stations getting 
power boosts. 

Chicago local has renewed its con- 
tract with WCFL, the labor union 
stat Ce i th WGN, Mutual 
affiliate, has also been extended to 


aff artist classifica- 
tions. Pay increases and better co! 
ditions are required. 


le SCHOENFELD 
HEADS OPM’S RADIO 


Washington, March 11. 
Bernard C. Schoenfeld, author of 
‘Johnny Appleseed,’ several-time re- 
peated radio script, and a couple 
Broadway Par. ‘Shooting Star’ and 
‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ has been named 
chief of the radio section, division 
of information in the office of the 
Office of Production Management. 
Schoenfeld was formerly chief 
| scriptist in the Department of In- 


cover additional st 


terior. 

New York,—Antoinette van der 
Does joined WOR special features 
department secretarial capacity 
Erma Davidson joined the station’ 
‘ a Tr 


t 


_ the-Line Brings Up Issue, 











AFRA WARNS ON. Use Cast Members of “Twelfth Night 
ENT BONSENT® Often as Possible for Economy 


On Helen Hayes Remotes for Tea 





REACHES 10,000TH SHOT 


But Coppers Coke Is On Air Once 
Every Hour 


Philadelphia, March 11. 





Something of a record was chalked | 
up last week when WDAS broadcast 


its 10,000th ‘every-hour-on-the-hour’ 
news shot, the second year of this 
unique time buy of the Philadelphia 
Coke Co. (Coppers Coke). 

Contract for the newscasts were 


| ennwed for another 52-week period 


te 
+ 


Possibility was raised as a|>y the Al 





permitted to | 


{Martin 


Paul Lefton agency, 
handling the account. 





PEPSI-COLAS 


$225,000 BUY 
ON BLUE 


NBC-blue’_ yesterday 
which during its 20-week run will 
figure around $225,000 in net time 
billings. The beverage account will 
use the 9:55-10 p. m. period, Monday 
through Friday, for a singing pro- | 
gram which will feature a Jingle | 
contest. 

There will be 135 stations 
hookup, with the 
effect April 28. 
the agency. 

When this series starts the 
will drop the 9:30-9:35 p. m. 
spot, so that accounts now 
9:35 to 10 p. m. 
to 9:55 stretch. 


contract taking 
Newell-Emmett is 


on from 
will have the 9:30 


Seed Use a Radio 
For Private Purposes 


Gets Veto From the FCC 


Weskhuaten March 11. 

Private individuals who think it 
would be helpful, as well as enter- 
taining, to have two-way radio com- 
munication between their homes 
or offices and their automobiles will 
get short shift from the Federal 
Communications Commission. Short- 
age of frequencies,. with much 
greater need for facilities for other 
services, is the uniform reply. 

The Commish last week said in a 
novel ‘primer’ discussing every as- 


pect of radio that many requests 
have been received for this type of 
license Among them was the ap- 
] tion of an outfit wishing to e 

ib 1 communication with a taxi- 


was made of a 
ea for right to install equipment 


rith doctors 


American Can Starts 
‘Smith’ Series April 7 
American Can (Keglined) starts 
its comedy mystery series, ‘The 
Amazing Mr. Smith,’ co-authored by 
Gosch and Howard Harris, 
on the Mutual Network April 7 

It's a Monday 8-8:30 p.m. slot. 
Keenan Wynn will be starred, 
with Charles Cantor as his regular 
foil. George McGarrett will direct 
for the Young & Rubicam agency. 


LEWIS FISHER IN ‘TRAINING 

Lewis Fisher, announcer on WCAU, 
Philly, has taken a leave of absence 
from the station for three months 
training as an officer in the VU. S. 
Naval Reserve. He's assigned to the 


|U.S S. Prairie State, tied up in the 
Hudson river, N. Y. 

Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy, 
gave Fisher eight weeks advance 
ala 0 his @pa ire a! d 4 ita 

rei 


(Tuesday) | 
obtained a contract from Pepsi-cola | 


in the | | 


For the balance of the season 
Helen Hayes will do her Sunday 
night broadcasts for Lipton Tea 
(Young & Rubicam) from whatever 
city she is currently playing with the 
Theatre Guild’s revival of ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ in which she is co-starred 
with Maurice Evans. Show closed 
| Saturday (8) night at the St. James, 
N. Y., and is currently at the Na- 
tional, Washington. Subsequent week- 
end dates will be in Baltimore, Cin- 
cinnati, Pittsburgh, Detroit, St. Louis, 
Milwaukee and Chicago. There may 
also be a layoff before Easter, in 
which case the program would prob- 
ably originate in New York. 

While the program is originating 
| from road cities, members of the 
‘Twelfth Night’ cast will be used as 
| frequently as possible. Idea is to 
facilitate rehearsals and save money 
for transportation involved in bring- 
ing actors from New York for the 
broadcasts. 


Adrian Samisch, director of the 
series, and Charles Powers, his as- 
sistant, will commute for the pro- 
gram each week and will audition 
members of the legit cast for each 
stanza, 


Vince Callahan 
Advises Treasury 


On Bond Drive 


Washington, March 11. 

Vince Callahan, last with WBZ, 
Boston, as manager and before that 
with WWL, New Orleans, is ex- 
pected to join the United States 

Treasury Department as radio direc- 
| tor. 

He’s already sitting in as a radio 
expert on preliminary discussions of 
Treasury's campaign to sell defense 
bonds to American public. 











blue | 


news | 





OURY, ALLEN IN N. Y. 
TO SET WFCI’S START 


W. Paul Oury, general manager, 
and T. F. Allen, commercial and 
advertising manager of WFCI, 


Providence-Pawtuc ket. are current ty 
in New York to line up talent for 


the station’s dedicatory program 


March 29. They hope to get vocal 
and instrumental name Special 
opening programs will also be aired 
the following day, March 30, with 
he static 


n’s reg schedule start- 


» March 31. 


other 


ing Monday 
All three 


Providence 


stations in the 


area will broadcast spe- 
cial programs of greeting to WFCI 
and there will be performances by 
the Providence symphony and the 
glee club and dramatic society of 
Brown University. J. Albert Foisy, 
former editor of the Woonsocket 
L'Independent, who will conduct 
French language programs’ over 


WFCI, accompanied Oury and Allen 
to New York. 


Symph’s Long Coast Run 


Hollywood, March 1]. 
One of the Coast's long-run 
Standard Symphony hour, 
records its 700th consecutive weekly 
broadcast March 13. Classic musie 
program started 13 years ago with a 
Los Angeles-to-Frisco hookup, and 
now airs over the Don Lee coastwise 
chain. 
Sponsored by 


champs, > 


ee et ieetea 


Pe 
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TIME LIMIT (ONE YEAR) ON AFFILIATES’ 
TIES ONE OF EXPECTED FCC PROPOSAL 





Broadcasters’ Washington Reps Steel Seives for DE-DILEMMA 1310 TANGLE 


Tough Going in Near Future as Government 
Seeks ‘Reforms’ in Status Quo 





Washington, March 11. 

The observation posts of the radio 
broadcasting industry here are very 
disturbed over the possibilities with- 
in the next weeks of action by either 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, or perhaps even the De- 
partment of Justice. There is little 
doubt that the Government has made 
up its mind that drastic changes in 
status quo are, from the Govern- 
ment’s viewpoint, essential to pre- 
serve free competition and check 
drifts to either monopoly or power- 
ful concentrations of control. 


It is expected that in one way or 
another the findings of the chain- 
monoply hearings will be used to 
provide ammunition for an open at- 
tack on broadcasting. Radio proposes 
to fight and a long court battle is 
foreseen at this time. End of net- 
work broadcasting as it now exists 
.4s a possibility, directly or indirectly. 
The FCC began Monday (10) going 
over the propsed final report drafted 
by the Law Department under the 
direction of chairman James L. Fly. 
While discussion of the issues is 
expected to require several more 


weeks, industry observers have 
gteeled themselves for some drastic 
policies and leaders are plainly 


warning that any attempt by_ the 
regulators to assume jurisdiction. 
over business practices, specifically 
web-affiliate relations, will be con- 
tested in Federal courts. There has 
been no assurance that licensees will 
be afforded another opportunity to 
voice their sentiments regarding the 
policies the Commish decides to fol- 
low in the future. 


Whether there will be rigid regu- 
lations as a result of the prolonged 
inquiry is a separate conundrum. 
Certain elements within the Com- 
mish want to lay down concrete rules 
governing the operations of the in- 
dustry in regard to such matters 
as option time, exclusive contracts, 
and multiple ownership; other mem- 
bers feel the most desirable way to 
‘reform’ the industry would be to 
adopt a general policy and try to 
reach the objectives through ex- 
ercise of the normal licensing power. 
A minority, generally expected to file 
a vigorous dissenting report, chal- 
lenges the Commission’s legal au- 


thority to touch many of the phases | 


of the public interest question which 
the special three-man committee 
felt require stern treatment. 


A Crack Down 


There is small doubt that a ma- 
jority of the Commish wants 
crack down on the industry, 
ing that stringent Government su- 
pervision is imperative to secure 
ample competition in broadcasting. 
So far, they have moved cautiously, 
laying down policies that have been 
waived or disregarded frequently 
(bringing’ complaints of favoritism 
and political pressure), toward curb- 
ing the two oldest networks and 
the big independents. On most is- 
sues, the line up is 4 to 2, with 
Commissioners Norman S. Case and 
T. A. M. Craven acting as a brake. 


Closely guarded Law Department 
version of a final report—a docu- 
ment-.running more than 100 pages— 
is said to follow pretty closely the 
lines of the summary turned in by 
the Brown-Walker-Thompson com- 
mittee. It is said to echo the investi- 
gators’ ‘findings’ that excessive con- 
centration of control and inequitable 
distribution of revenues can be 
remedied only by close supervision 
of network-affiliate relations, re- 
striction of exclusive ties, limiting 
the number of stations which any 
licensee may own, and forbidding 
any company to operate more than 
a singie chain. On the question of 
newspaper ownership the regulators 
are reported evenly divided, so that 
demands for an outright curb on 
press-owned transmitters probably 
will be sidestepped. 

FM Policy As Ideal? 


The multiple ownership issue is 
considered already answered by the 


tions in the nation or more than one 
in a particular service area, unless 
there is overwhelming proof that the 
public interest will suffer from un- 
conditional application of such a rule 
of thumb. In the standard broadcast 
field, the Commish may be a little 
more charitable, particularly in 
major metropolitan areas where 
there are so many plants that danger 
of monopoly is reduced to a mini- 
mum, although the sentiment is 
pretty definitely against waiving this 
kind of policy for present licensees. 
One-Year Limit 

Some limitation on the life of 
network-afffliate contracts looks in- 
escapable. Feeling of a majority of 
regulators is that the webs should 
not be permitted to tie up outlets for 
periods in excess of the license (cur- 
rently one year). Either a specific 
rule or a declaration of policy to this 
effect likely would be justified by 
pointing out that advertisers seldom 
contract for longer than a year. 

More freedom for affiliates to re- 
ject network commercials, along 
with either a ban on the option-time 
practice or requirement that stations 
must be compensated for all time 
tied up by the webs, is universally 
anticipated. Doubt has been ex- 
pressed that the Commish will go so 
far as to say that chains must bar- 


program—since the bulk of the regw 
lators have indicated they realize 
the chains must be able to assure 


but there is reason to believe the 


wherever they can find a client. 

Hot fight is inevitable, since the 
special committee’s report has been 
widely condemned as prejudiced and 
inaccurate. Re-checks of statistical 
data contained in the original docu- 
ment have not entirely removed 
grounds for criticism, although glar- 
ing errors are understood to have 
been corrected. Opponents of the 
philosophy reflected by Chairman 
Fly and Commissioners Paul A. 





to | 
feel- | : 
| authority and better yardsticks, they | 


Walker and Fred I. Thompson are 
arguing that it would be only a short 
| step from adoption of regulations in 


| keeping with the committee’s views | 


to outright Government operation 
| and censorship. Prospective minority 
report (which still may never see 
daylight) is known to go strong on 
these points. 

The Commission majority de- 
| scribed as fearful that no matter 
what is done in the way of stiffer 
regulatory policy there will be pain- 
ful repercussions. While 
members privately concede it would 
be helpful if Congress amended the 
law to provide more _ positive 


is 


hesitate to lay any of the problems 


being scaffolded. Request for clarifi- 
cation of the statute could easily 
blow the lid off, jeopardizing the 
political skins of every member of 
the Commish, inasmuch as there are 
deep differences of opinion at the 
| Capitol about the course the agency 
| should follow. 


ACTOR’S SON PROMOTED 


| Fred Briggs Is Program Director At 
KYA, San Francisco 











San Francisco, March 11. 

New program director at KYA is 
Fred Briggs, upped from the post of 
chief announcer by General Manager 
Harold H. Meyer of the Hearst sta- 
tion. Briggs, son of Fred W. Briggs, 
former New York legit actor, came 
to KYA two years ago from KVOE, 
Santa Ana, Cal., where he doubled as 
announcer and sales manager. He 
formerly worked at KGMB as an- 
nouncer and at KGU as producer 
Both stations are in Honolulu. 


KYA’s chief announcer. McIntyre 





Philadelphia—Lou Fisher, WCAU | 


U. S. Naval Reserve Commissioned | 
Officers School, New Yerk. When he | 





rules now applying to Frequency 
Modulation and television. Under 
these, no single individual or corpo- | 
ration can have more than three sta- | 


a rere ahh site 


finishes the course Fisher will be | 
commissioned an ensign in the Naval 
Reserve, having completed a month’s | 


cruise training last summer. | 


ln J 





gain for outlets for every commercial | 


prospective advertisers of outlets— | 


new policy will give the affiliates | 
more leeway in selling unused hours | 


several | 


in the legislators’ laps for fear of | 


Hal McIntyre succeeds Briggs as | 


has been on the staff one year. 


spieler, left Friday (7) to enter the | ing Star writer and former White 





Happy Solution Found—Burlington 
| Goes to 1490 Wave 
| Washington, March If. 

Happy ending for a three-way 
squabble over the 1310 kc frequency 
—staged by two Iowa new station 
applicants and one newcomer from 
|Hannibal, Mo.—was arranged. week 
‘ago by the Federal Communications 
| Commission. 

By shifting one of the Iowa can- 
| didates, Burlington Broadcasting Co., 
to 1490 ke, severe electrical inter- 
\ference which would have occurred 
‘between the three rivals was 
averted. 
| Remaining applicants — Courier- 
Post Publishing Co., Hannbal, Mo., 
‘and Clinton Broadcasting Corp., 
Clinton, Ia.,—received passports to 
the 1310 ke ribbon, with the stipula-. 
ition that the Commish may specify 
'the frequency 1340 kc, in lieu of 
1/1310 ke, after March 29, 1941. 

Decision to nose the Burlington 
outfit onto a higher frequency came 
‘after the FCC had ‘explored the 
| possibility of assigning to the ap- 
iplicant facilities other than those 
specified in its application.’ Under 
‘the terms of the North American 
|Regional Broadcasting Agreement— 
effective March 29—it was dis- 
‘covered that the reallocation of fre- 
‘quencies would allow the operation 
‘of a local station at Burlington. 

Attorneys for the three successful 
‘applicants were: Louis G. Caldwell, 
Reed T. Rollow and Percy H. Rus- 
sell, on behalf of the Burlington 
|group; Paul D. P. Spearman, Alana 
B. David and Frank U. Fletcher, for 
the Clinton Broadcasting Corp., and 
Eliot C. Lovett, representing the 
All three stations will 
operate with 250 watts unlimited. 


Ray Wakefeld, Called 
Conservative, Nominated 
For FCC’s Vacancy 


Washington, March 11. 
Nomination of a Californian, Ray 
|C. Wakefeld, former member of the 
California State Railroad Commis- 
sion, to fill the post left vacant by 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sioner Thad H. Brown, was sent to 
the Senate last week by President 
Roosevelt. Wakefield, life-long Re- 
publican from Fresno, Cal., is ex- 
pected to receive the Senate blessing 
without further ado. Reportedly a 
middle-of-the-roader who does not 
believe in Government ownership of 





|Courier-Post. 











radio or other utilities, it is antici- | 


pated that he will be appointed with- 
out a struggle to seventh position on 
the FCC, which has remained vacant 
since the late Commissioner Brown 
withdrew from the race for reap- 
pointment after a humiliating scuffle 
| with Senator Charles W. Tobey, New 
Hampshire Republican, and other 
|members of the Senate Interstate 
Commerce Committee last summer. 
Brown died in Cleveland two weeks 
ago. 

The new California member—ex- 
pected to take the post without op- 
position—has friends in Congress 
and elsewhere in Washington. He 
was appointed to the Railroad Com- 
mission in 1937 by former California 
| Governor Frank F. Merriam. At one 
time he was chief deputy under Ber- 
trand W. Gearhart, Fresno County 
| District Attorney, who now repre- 
sents the Fresno district as U. S. 
Representative.. Wakefield, in 1923. 
dropped the county job to establish 
a private law practice. He later 
|joined the Railroad Commission— 
which in California practically 
amounts to a public utilities com- 
mission. 





CLAUDE MAHONEY WITH NBC 


Washington, March 11, 
Rapid gain in the momentum of 
national affairs last week resulted in 
| the addition of a third Capital news 
to the announcers’ 


| commentator 
| staff of NBC. 

Newcomer—who joins Earl God- 
win and Hjalmar R. Baukage—is 
Claude Mahoney, Washington Even- 


House correspondent for the Wall 
Street Journal. 


Mahoney will be heard over WRC 


three times a week at 7:15. Spon- 
sored by Studebaker automobile 
people. 


$8 for as Many Hillbillies 





easts a week. 


announce their outside playdates. 





Practice among hinterland stations of looking on radio as merely a 
plug source for the personal appearance dates of their artists bureau 
acts has now reached the point where national advertisers can buy 
certain classes of performers in bunch lots like asparagus. 
buyer for a New York agency last week got a talent quotation from 
a middlewest regional station in which a hillbilly troupe of eight men 
was offered for $8 a week, regardless of the number of broadcasts, 
This made the rate for each performer $1 a week. The agency man 
accepted the deal for a tobacco account on the basis of three broad- 


Spot time 


Letter from the station explained that the reason it was able to 
offer the eight men for the total sum of $8 a week was because it was 
primarily interested in getting the troupe on the air so that they could 











Only Sleeping and 


Radio in Taking Up 


Working Exceed 
U.S.A. Time 





WTRY, Troy, Joins Blue 


Troy, N. Y., March 11, 
WTRY, which went on the air as 
Troy’s first commercial station, last 
April, becomes a member of NBC 
basic blue March 16, 
It takes the place of WABY, Al- 
bany, which has gone Mutual. 


Jim Cox Meets Hero’s 
Death at Army Camp; 
Student of Tactics 


Second Lieut. James E. Cox, for- 
mer radio and newspaperman (and 
recently VARIETY correspondent in 
Atlanta), died on Monday (14) after 











two soldiers at Fort McPherson 
early Sunday morning. Cox was 29. 
Fatal injuries were sustained when 


ty 22 soldiers who were fighting the 
blaze, when a wall collapsed. He 


‘actions and judgment and 
headedness in attempting to avoid 
the possibility of injury to the sol- 
diers in fighting the fire.’ Burial will 
be with full military honors. 

Cox was originally a native of 
Lincoln, Neb., and had long been in- 


tics. 
on maneuvers employed in famous 
monographs on the strategy of these 
encounters were classics in their 
field. Carrying his avocation over 
into radio, he was the first to script 
a serial on Army life with full ap- 





| proval of military authorities. 
| show was labeled ‘Bob Daring in the 
Army’ and was broadcast by KFOR, | 








The 


Lincoln, in 1937-38. 

Subsequently, Cox 
Oklahoma City, as publicity direc- 
tor. Later he was assistant man- 
ager of WATL, Atlanta, for a short 
interval. After severing his WATL 
relations he planned to become a 
radio commentator on military de- 
velopments in Europe, and studied 
extensively in World War I and II 
tactics, but meantime he was called 
to active service at Fort McPherson 
to do public relations work. He had 
hoped to help develop Army-radio 
coordination when that branch of the 
service got under full steam. 

Wife, daughter, brother, and pa- 
rents survive. 


LANE NOW EXEC V.-P. 


He’s Also Head of Syracuse Com- 
mon Council 





Syracuse, March 11. 

Syracuse’s fourth radio station, 
WAGE, will be linked with Mutual 
system when it goes on the air late 
this month. Frank G. Revoir is 
president of new station, which 
has been in the making for 
nearly two years. William T. Lane, 
president of the Syracuse Common 
Council, has been elected executive 
vice-president and general manager 
of the station. He will be assisted 
by. Howard C. Barth, one-time man- 
ager of WSYR, who becomes diréc- 
tor of technical operaions and office 
management. 

Jack Curren, WFBL veteran, be- 
comes program director for WAGE. 
He takes his wife, Thelma McNeal 
Curren, former staff pianist at WFBL. 
to the new station with him. 

New unit will operate on 620 fre- 
quency with 1,000 watts day and 
night. 





At | greatest 
injuries in a stable fire which killed | 


terested in military history and tac- | 
He had made extensive studies | 


Civil War battles, and some of his | 


joined WKY, | 











Worcester, Mass., March 11. 

Speaking here at the New Eng- 
land district meeting, Neville Miller, 
president of the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, declared that 
radio listening was the third greatest 
human activity in the United States, 
Only sleeping and working con- 
sumed more time. 

Miller also stated radio had cre- 
ated 300,000 jobs since 1920 and that 
it was unfair to blame radio for un- 
employment in the printing trades 
or elsewhere. Despite the familiar 
cry that radio adversely affects 
other industries and media Miller 
said -book sales have more than 
doubled, magazine circulation has 
increased markedly, and newspaver 
circulation has gained nationally 
from 27,000,000 to 41,000,000 during 
the 20-year period of radio's exist- 
ence. He also declared that the 
increase in the national 
popular vote has been due in large 
part to radio’s influence, while radio 
newscast have stimulated interest 


| in newspaper reports. 
Cox attempted to maneuver to safe- | 


Paul Morency, director of WTIC, 
Hartford, presided, and was re-elect« 


; ‘ |ed to a two-year term as NAB di- 
was commended by his superiors for | 


cool- | 


rector for the First District. Joseph 
L. Miller, N. A. B. labor relations 
director of Washington reviewed in 
detail matters affecting broadcasters 
in connection with work classifica- 
tions, overtime pay and other issues 
involved in compliance with the 
Wages and Hours Act. 

Also on the speaking program was 
Carl Haverlin of New York, BMI 
station relations director, who dis- 
cussed music orders and inventories, 
licenses and renewals. 

A panel discussion was led by 
William Malo, commercial manager 
of WDRC, Hartford. 

Meeting unanimously adopted res- 
olution approving work of the BMI 
and recommended that New England 
broadcasters renew their BMI li- 
censes after April 1. 


KEYS, Corpus Christi, On 
Air; Bill Hughes Mgr.; 
Hopes to Go CBS Soon 


Corpus Christi, Texas, March 11. 

Radio station KEYS, owned by the 
Nueces Broadcasting Co., headed by 
Earl C. Dunn and Charles W. Rossi, 
took to the air heré on Thursday (6). 
Station operates on 1,500 kilocycles 








| with a power of 250 watts, unlimited 


time. ‘ 
Station will operate from 6:30 a.m. 


|to 12 midnight every day and will 
| present a five-minute newscast every 


hour on the hour. Station will stress 
local sporting events. 

Bill Hughes is manager; Lester 
Page, announcer; Bill Kirk will 
handle the sports as well as announc- 
ing and Elbert Dukate will be pro- 
gram director and chief announcer. 

Station expects to become affili- 
ated with the Columbia Broadcasting 
System within several months. Also 
to increase power to 1,000 watts. 

City has one other station, KRIS, 
which operates on 1,330 kilocycles 
with 500 watts. Is affiliated with 
both NBC and Mutual as well as the 
Lone Star Chain. 





Kansas City—Ken Young is new 
announcer at KCMO. Dick Evans 
has joined the continuity staff under 
Dave Brown. Annette Schorer is 
doing news commentary. 

Harry Kay, announcer at KCKN, 
left to return to his home in Cin- 


' cinnati. 
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MUTUAL LOADED WITH TALK 





This Is Where We Came In’ Principle 
Of Film Grind Is Applied To 
Continuous WHN News Program 





Unique experiment in news pro- 
grams, consisting of a solid hour of 
continuous, repeated 10-minute news 
periods, was started Monday (10) on 
WHN, New York. Called the ‘Ring- 
free Newsreel Theatre,’ it will be 
aired twice daily seven days a week, 
early morning and late night. Mac- 
Millan Petroleum Corp., of Los 
Angeles, is sponsoring both series to 
plug its Ringfree oil. Stack-Goble 
is the agency. 

Each full-hour program will be 
comprised of five 10-minute news 
stanzas, with two-minute intervals 
for commercial announcements. Al- 
though the material on each 10-min- 
ute news session will be largely the 
same, any late bulletins will be in- 
serted as they arrive. Idea is to give 
late-tuners a second crack at any 
news items they’ve missed, but ob- 
viously the show makes no pretense 
of holding a constant audience. 

Show is scheduled for 6-7 a. m. 
daily (except Sunday, when it’s 7-8 
a.m.) and 11-12 p.m. nightly. Re- 
corded music and news programs | 
formerly spotted in the morning 
hour go off theseai. ‘Cinderella’ re- | 
corded participating series, formerly 
heard in the 11-12 p. m. period, has 
been moved back and now starts at 
midnight, replacing the ‘Music to 
Read By’ recorded program. Lat- 
ter show goes off. 





WHUB, Cookville, 
move into new studios on March 15. 
Manager is M. L. Medley. 


+ 


UNUSUALLY HEAUY 
GAB OGHEDULE 











Not Much Music at Night- 





Tenn., will | 


+ time—Cheaper Cost of| 
Commentators and Dialog 
Shows Rather Than 
ASCAP Situation Is the 


Cause 


Happy Ending 





Hollywood, March 11. 

Little over two years ago they 
were rival publicists in the radio 
field. Today they’re working side 
by side at Warners, one the boss, 
the other an aide. Headman is 
Bob Taplinger; his underling, 
Irving Parker. 

‘Tappy sold out his biz and 
Parker recently unloaded to a 
pair of lads who were on his 





31 MUSICALS 





Mutual now has what is believed | 
to be the heaviest seubehhieonen | 
payroll, of talk programs on its evening 

schedule in the history of network 
radio. According to last week’s 
schedule, there were qnly 31 musical 


ACQUIT VIRGIL EVANS | rine, ts, wes ony 21 se 
OF DRUNKEN DRIVING 23.35 st Se a 


| dance band remotes. There were 
|15 of the latter, bringing the total of 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 11. | studio-produced musical or variety 
Virgil V. Evans, former owner of |programs down to 16 during the 
station WSPA here, was acquitted by | seven evenings. 


a magistrate’s court jury of drunken| Broken down in actual broadcast 
driving charge preferred last Dec. | hours, there were only 11 hours and | 
15 minutes of musical shows (includ- | 
| 26. Evans, who sold station last year ing variety programs and dance re- 
to Spartanburg Advertising Co. for | motes) out of a total of 35 hours air 
$33,000, swore he was held in jail | time for the week. Sunday night | 
five hours and not allowed to com- | (2) offered ‘Show of the Week, '| 
municate with -family or lawyers, | Joseph Szigeti and a concert orches- | 
and that he had consumed only a | tra, & five-minute ‘musical interlude 
few drops of liquor, taken for a land a dance remote. Monday (3) | 
5a, , = |had two dance remotes and a 15- | 
| throat ailment. | iiaete vocal stanza by Lowrk | 
Defendant, former member of S. C. | Kohler. Tuesday (4) brought the 
| legislature, was defeated in congres- | ‘Antonini Concert,’ a 15-minute ‘Sen- ! 
sional race last summer. (Continued on page 32) 























Procter & Gamble Radio Corps in N.Y. 


Studying Unaffiliated Stations 





Policies on Daytime Programs 


Warning to Critics 





Detroit, March 11. 

This just shows what hap- 
pens to the disgruntled radio 
fan. Jerome Drussell, haled up 
for robbery here, told Judge 
Donald Van Zile he pawned his 
radio, because he was sick of it, 
for a shotgun with which to set 
out on a series of gas station 
holdups, 

They were more exciting, he 
said, than the programs he’d 
been getting. He got 712 to 15 
years in prison—where most 


"| Members of the Procter & Gam- 


| ble’s radio corps were in New York 
last week making a study of daytime 
programing on_ local 
affiliated with networks. Group was 
interested in finding out what for- 
|mula the stations followed in laying 
‘out their full day’s 





stations not 





schedule, par- 
| ticularly in such cases where the sta- 
tion restricts advertisers to the use 
of the station’s own programs and 


bars the interpolation in the sched- 
ule of programs brought in by the 
advertisers themselves. 


| rillo; KRGV 


celis have radios. 








This sort of station program con- 
i trol, of which WNEW is a standout 


WORK STARTS ON TED [case in ‘pint, sat. wide variance 


with P&G’s policy and practice. 
TAYLOR’S NEW OUTLET With P&G program control by the 
|sponsor has always been the prime 

rule in its manual. 
Harlingen, Texas, March 11. The same delegation also evinced 
Construction is expected to start |an interest in recorded programs of 
soon on the new Harbenito Broad-| popular music and the technique 








| casting Co. station on 1,240 kilocycles | used by the m.c. in dishing both the 


‘with a power of 250 watts full time. | annotative chatter and the plug. 
1O. L. (Ted) Taylor of KGNC, Ama- | Shortly before the break between 
'rillo, is chief stockholder and super- | radio and ASCAP loomed P&G did 
visor of the companies operating some surveying on the same topic. 
|KTSA, San Antonio; KGNC, Ama- It was reported last week that the 
Weslaco, and KFYO,|Compton agency was _ considering 
Lubbock, is a 50% stockholder. |recommending to P&G a series of 

McHenry Tichenor with 25% of the | one-minute transcriptions framed 
stock is president of the company |around Arthur Godfrey. Lever 
land Genevieve Tichenor with the| Bros. is now using the personality 
other 25% is vice-president. Both | angle in minute recording for Swan 


are from this city. - | Soap. 
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95% 


last y 


promoting 


(0) more (A.B.c.) circulation 


goes to work for WCCO clients 





For fifteen years, now, WCCO has. run an eleven-inch-by-two- 
column feature in Minneapolis’ largest newspaper, the Star- 
Journal. That gives the station a chance to promote its shows in 
large space (308 lines!) every day to a circulation of 250,000. 

A few months ago, WCCO made a similar arrangement with 
St. Paul’s only newspaper, the Dispatch Pioneer-Press, on a three- 
a-week basis. It means an additional circulation of 191,000 with 


coverage of St. Paul. 


That brings WCCO's Twin City circulation up to 441,000 fam- 
ilies through newspapers alone. Both pz upers also carry stories on 
WCCO programs in their daily and Sunday news sections. 

Of course, we know that WCCO is its own best medium. Just 


ear we worked out an extensive system for dramatizing and 


all WCCO shows on WCCO. in available station 


breaks ona rotating basis. 
But the extra punch of these regular new spaper features with 








a circulation totalling 441,000 Sidon WCCO build and hold the 
biggest listening audience of any radio station in the Twin Cities. 
It can’t miss. It has a full schedule ofeCBS programs and WCCO 
originations to work with. 

That's one good reason why WCCO serves a market of more 


than 3,000,000 persons so effectively. 


WCCO 90,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


Minneapolis-St. Paul. Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting 
System. Represented nationally by Radio Sales: New York + Chicago 
Detroit « St. Louis « Charlotte - 


San Francisco « Los Angeles 
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Evangelist Threatens Radio 
Invasion of Catholic Republics 


And the Diplomats Shudde 


MULTI-LINGUAL HUB 





Boston Has Arabic, 
Syrian and Other Languages on Air 





Boston, March 11. 
Cosmopolitan Boston receives its 
full share of foreign language pro- 
grams, especially on Sundays. 
WMEX and WHDH insist on English 
/announcements only, although the 
| vocalizing may be in the foreign 











Drawing frowns from the Rocke- 
feller Committee for Inter-American 
Relations is a reported plan of the 
Rev. C. W. Fuller, U. S. radio evan- 
gelist, to extend his activities to | 
South America via transcriptions. | 
Rockefeller committeemen fear | 
they'll not only have to combat | 
widespread Nazi propaganda charges 
of U. S. economic imperialism, but | 
of ‘Protestant imperialism’ as well. | 

What makes the situation so tick- | 
lish is that most of the Latin coun- 
tries are Catholic, some even hav- 
ing constitutions which forbid any- 
one but a Catholic from being pres- 
ident. Effect of a Protestant radio 
missionary from the U. S. is not cal- 
culated to be ideal for amity. Full- 
er is said to have announced plans 
for ‘bringing South America to 
Christ. He accepts contributiows 
from his listeners. | 

Evangelist is heard for one hour 
every Sunday morning on a hookup 
of 95 stations set by Mutual but not | 
including Mutual outlets exclusively. 
He is understood to reach another 
50 or more stations by transcription, 
and is said to spend some $400,000 | 
a year for time. He’s heard in New 
York on WHN. Program called 
‘The Old Fashioned Revival Hour,’ 
originates in Los Angeles. 


MEXICAN GOVERNMENT 
BULLETINS ON XEQ 











Mexico City, March 11. 
XEQ (50,000 watts) and its short- 
wave auxiliary, XEQQ, owned and 
operated by the Azcarraga Syndicate 
have been selected to broadcast a 
special government news service. 
' This service, ‘What Happened To- 





day in Mexico,’ will consume 15 
minutes nightly. . he | 
Japan claims it has recently been |is devoted to financial activities, | 
|receiving requests to discontinue | Quotations are aired intermittently | 
Regina, Sask.— Louis A. Bour-| newscasts in English. Along with} from 9 a. m. to 5:25 p. m. 
geois, sales manager of CHAB, 
Moose Jaw, Sask., is on a month’s 


leave of absence while attending the 
officer’s qualifying school 
durn military camp. 

Walker, CHAB 


at 


Gordon salesman 


who has just completed his examin- | 
ations at Dundurn, has taken over | 


Bourgeois’ position while he is away. 


1, 
| 
| 


| casting Corporation of Japan, a daily 


further step in the establishment of a 


| casting. This is in line with current 


|Times and Advertiser, 


| the past 10 years. 
| ferred 
| broadcasting division. 


longer necessary as English will no 


ences of the Board of Information. 


| be used instead. 
Dun- | 


tongue, while WCOP and WORL 
have placed no restrictions on the 
languages used, with the exception 
that political talks are taboo other 
than in English. This is Sunday: 
WCOP—8:00-9:00 a.m.—Italian. 
WORL—8:00-9:00 a.m.—Greek. 
WCOP—-9:00-9:45 a.m.—Arabic. 
WORL—9:00-9:30 a.m.—Albanian. 
WORL—$9:30-10:30 a.m, Lithuanian, 
WCOP—9:45-10:00 a.m. Albanian. 
WCOP—10:00-10:30 a.m. — Italian- 
American, 
*WCOP—10:30-11:00 a.m.—Italian. 
WORL—10:45-11:00 a.m.—Jewish. 
WCOP—11:00-1:00 p.m.—-Jewish. 
WHDH—12:00-1:30 p.m.—Jewish. 
WORL — 12:00-1:00 p.m. — Portu- 
guese. 
WMEX-—-1:00-2:00 p.m.—Jewish. 
WCOP—1:00-2:00 p.m,—Polish. 
WORL—1:00-1:45 p.m.—Greek. 
WHDH—1:30-2:30 p.m.—Italian, 
WCOP—2:00-2:45 p.m.—Greek. 
WORL—2:00-2:45 p.m.—Polish. 
WMEX—3:00-4:00 p.m.—Scandi- 
navian. 
WORL—3:30-4:00 p.m.—Syrian. 
WORL—4:00-4:30 p.m.—Greek. 
WORL—5:00-6:00 p.m.—Greek. 


OFFSETS SOUGHT 
TO DULL AIR 
IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, Feb. 12. 

Japan Broadcasting Corp. may 
soon cut down or entirely discon- 
tinue stock market quotations. Mar- 
ket prices are now broadcast nine 
times daily and corporation officials 
have suddenly discovered that Japan 
|is the only country in the world to- 
The Broadcasting Corporation of | day where so much time on the air 


Spain’s 2 New Stations 





Madrid, Feb. 15. 

Spain constructing two new radio 
broadcasting stations, with studios in 
Madrid. Both are being erected be- 
tween Madrid and Valencia, one with 
120 kilocycles and the other 40 kilo- 
cycles. 

Project was introduced by Serrano 
Suner, when he was Minister of the 
Interior, Should be completed by 
the end of 1941. 


JAPS OUST ALL 
NEWS IN ENGLISH 


Tokyo, Feb, 12. 
The only English-language pro- 
gram on the schedule of the Broad- 














five-minute newscast, is being can- 
celled on the pretext that it will bea 


‘new structure’ in local radio broad- 


campaign to eliminate all objection- 
able ‘foreignisms’ in Japan. 

Newton Edgers, American news- 
paperman, news editor of the Japan 
largest for- 
eign-language newspaper in Japan. 
has been conducting the newscast for 
He is to be trans- 
overseas shortwave 





to the 





Broadcasting of news in English | 
was started here to service foreign | 
residents of Japan and territories 
Officials now consider that this is no 


longer be used in the press confer- 


these requests have come suggestions 


Another feature that may be dis- 
that a Chinese or German newscast 


continued in the interests of happier 
listeners is the musical interlude and 
lectures, designed primarily for store 
employes, which goes on from 10 to 
| 10:20 p. m. nightly. 

_ | Radio listeners here are of opin- 
Paul Manning is a new name|ion that radio, the nation’s favorite 
heard from London on Columbia. | entertainment 


No decision has yet been made | 
with regard to replacing the English 
newscast. 








, 





less interesting in recent years and 





that it has deteriorated most rapidly 








4i’'m the WSAI Winged Plug... and how I do love 
the Song of the Sales! When my time sponsors hear 
me ring the cash register... they pat me... feed 
me sugar... use me again and again. Would that 


be why 77.7% of them are currently on ‘renewals?’ ”’ 


WSAI 


REPRESENTED 6B Y 





CINCINNATI’S 


since 1939, 

A meeting of artists on the J.O. 
A.K. payroll is to be held shortly 
with object of deciding what should 
be done to present more interesting 
programs to 7,000,000 Japanese lis- 
teners. 


Lithuanian, 


medium, has become | 





Yank Story in Polish 


Detroit, March 11. 

‘Lives of the American Presidents,’ 
in Polish, has been started as a pub- 
lie service feature here by station 
WJBK. Feeling that a large share 
of the vast Polish population here 
has through language difficulties only 
a hazy idea of the American great, 
station is putting on the dramatiza- 
tions, touching important episodes in 
the lives of the Presidents. 


Put on weekly on Saturday~a.m., 
the series is under direction of Stan- 
ley Altschuler with the programs 
produced by Eugene Konstanty- 
nowicz and a staff of 14 Polish artists. 


PERU PROGRAM 











Lima, Feb. 28. 

Radio Nacional de Peru (govern- 
ment) has launched its ‘Peru Calls 
You’ programs beamed at the United 
States on 49 m. 62 (6082 kilocycles) 
hitting the eastern (N. Y.) time zone 
at 10:30 p.m. every Monday night. 
Another Victor Llona and his Amer- 
ican-born wife, Florence Nelson 
Lloma, are conducting the broad- 
casts with the cooperation of Prof. 
Albert Giesecke, an attache of the 
American embassy, here. 


ized in the main but with Peruvian 
history, economics and 
given attention. 


XEB’s Roberina Ams 


Mexico City, March 11. 
Local radio station XEB, owned 
iby the Buen Tono Cigarette Co., 
rhich is soon to increase its potency 











| for a weekly air amateur hour, every 
|Monday night. Program is spon- 
|sored by the Laboratories Roberina, 
maker of a pain killer. XEW’s 
j;amateurs are sponsored by Sal He- 
| patica. 
The winner receives a cash prize 
1}of $10 (Mex) and the runner-up $5 
(Mex) in coin after every show. 
| Weekly winners have a chance at 


| getting regular station entertainers’| and foreign station relations repre- 
|contracts in contests that are held | 


| periodically. 


| Regina, Sask.—C. FE. O’Brien, 
| Saskatoon, Sask., has joned the tech- 
| nical staff of CBK, Watrous, Sask. 








Hadley Cantril Heads Export Research 
Project Set Up by Advertisers Assn. 





Hadley Cantrill, formerly with Dr. 
George Gallup, has been appointed 
to handle the Research Division of 
the American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies Export Information 
Bureau. Informaion bureau has been 
organized by the Four A’s on sug- 
gestion of Nelson Rockefeller with 
object of getting first hand statistical 
information to further cultural and 


commercial relations with South 
American countries. 


Activities of the Export Informa- 
tion Bureau will be via two divi- 
sions. Research division will ex- 
plore use of advertising media, trade 
channels, potential markets, etc. 
Second division will concentrate on 
communications and allied matters. 

Rockefeller wants a great deal 
more information about South 
America than is now available. Even 
population figures are vague at pres- 
ent. For statistical purposes South 
America will be divided into seven 
regions. 

Findings will be made generally 
available to American business men 
either through the AAAA, the 
Chamber of Commerce, or both. 
AAAA Export Information Bu- 
reau, Inc. has been chartered with 
capital stock of $20,000, $100 par 
value. Directors are: John Benson 


OWN STATION 


INTERNATIONAL 
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and Frederick R. Gamble, of the 
| Four A’s and E. De Witt Hill. None 
| are listed in the incorporation papers 
}as a stockholder. 
| Attorney George Link, Lillian T. 
| McManus an 
}own shares. 
ing eight, the other subscribers one 
share each. 

Papers indicating a change of pur- 
pose have also been fiiled. 





AIMS AT U.S.A. 


Tourist type material will be util- | 


feminism | 


| wave 


Educational Stations in U.S. May Solve 
Time Jam Problem on Latin Exchanges 





—- 


As regards the promotion of 
hemispheric good will via interna- 
tional radio the second half of the 
problem, which is becoming increas- 
ingly evident with letters arriving 
from _  south-of-the-border broad- 
casters, is what to do with the re- 
ciprocal programs the Latins want 
to flash north to the United States. 

Chains and major U. S. stations 
have neither the time nor the jn- 
clination to take many of these 
shows which, by North American 
standards, are unlikely to rate high 
in entertainment value. Webs are 
willing to take the Latin stanzas oc- 
casionally as a good will gesture and 
in the hope they can get a good 
|show, but are in no position to 
handle them regularly. And regular 
handling is what the S.A. broadcast- 
ers apparently expect if they, in 
| turn, are to take the U. S. shows on 
| that basis. 

Don Francisco’s radio division of 
the Nelson Rockefeller committee 
recognizes the plight of the U 5S, 
webs and also the fact that North 
and South America trading show 
for show would hardly be reciprocal. 
Stations up here have vast poten- 
tial audiences hundreds of times 
greater than the Yankee programs 
would be reaching in Latin America. 

Committee believes it has found 
a solution. It will seek to have 








| municipal, college and other educa- 
tional stations re-broadcast' the 
|shows. These stations are not only 


| nearer a par to the S.A. outlets, but 
| many of them would really find the 
shows from the nether side of the 
| Rio Grande of audience value. 

In addition, FCC rules 
ithese educational stations to re- 
broadcast short wave, while chains 
would have to use expensive land 
lines to bring the programs north. 
Francisco group is therefore seek- 
|ing out likely stations which it will 
| aid financially in installing diversity 
|; antennas, required to pick up short 
for re-broadcasting. These 
cost about $2,000. Not all stations 


permit 


to 150,000 watts, making it the most }can use them as they require a con- 
|powerful station here, has gone in| 


siderable area of open ground well 
away from interfering power lines. 


‘Philip Barbour With 


| Rockefeller Committee 








Philip L. Barbour, foreign press 


sentative of the NBC international 
division, last week started a year’s 





| director 


leave of absence to become 
for Nelson 
committee under 
Dept. 


music 
Rockefeller’s 
the U. S. State 





Group is working to improve 


commercial and cultural relations 
between nations of the Western 
Hemisphere. 


Before joining NBC in 1938, Bar- 
bour held a Rockefeller scholarship 
for two years, during which he stud- 
ied music in Latin-America and 
visited nearly all the countries south 
of the Rio Grande. 





Maria Garrett on WGEO 





The subscribers, | ; de : 

American Press Club and writer in 
d Viola B. Genninger | 
Link is listed as own- | 


Maria M. Garrett, head of the Pan 


Warner Bros, foreign publicity de- 
partment, will be guest speaker on 
WGEO, General Electro short-wave 
station, March 22. 


She goes to Schenectady for the 
broadcast. 























CENTRAL OHIOS ONLY 


CBS OUTLET 
ASK ANY BLAIR MAN OR US. 











Wednesday, March 12, 1941 


e 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO 


29 








TRADE. TENSIONS 
DEVELOP FAST 


ee 


Columbia, With a Network 
in Formation, Operates 
Fundamentally Different 
From NBC —WLWO’s 


EXPORT’S RADIO CHOICES 





18 Latin stations to re-broadcast the 
Metropolitan Opera broadcasts off 
the NBC DX service.) 

There is also the General Electric | 
policy in Schenectady of free com- 
mercials for any acceptable adver- 
tiser that will agree to finance a de- 
sirable type of shortwave program. 


WLWO, Cincinnati's policy of keep- 
ing the rates cheap ($30 a quarter- 
hour), insisting that only time and 
a giveaway offer can tell the ad- 
vertisers what shortwave can do for 
him. 

Needless to say the main struggle 





Let’s - Find - Out Policy| is between NBC and CBS, The one 


Pleases New York Export- 


| basing its policies on what it sees as 
| the lessons of past experience; the 


ers—NBC Cites Saga of | other planning its policies on what 


Adam Hats 





ESSO’S SWING SCRIPTS 





By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


International snortwave radio be- | 


tween the United States and South 
America, and vice versa, faces a run- 
ning quarrel at both ends of the re- 
lationship and is overshadowed by 
fundamentally conflicting theories of 
what is the proper or improper mo- 
dus operandi. The return to New 
York last week of Don Francisco 
following his survey of Latin radio 
has quickened the tempo of discus- 
sion. And right now shortwave dis- 
cussion is pretty apt to mean highly 
opinionated contradictions. 


Beyond immediate questions of 
competitive tactics both as between 
the American networks (including | 
Mutual) and as between the two | 
continents is the matter of fact-find- 
ing and policy-defining. Various 
projects are already under way. 
Travellers in both directions are 
growing numerous. The 
has a new export data bureau. The 
Paley and Francisco trips may be 
followed soon by John Royal of NBC 
making his sixth tour of South 
America. 

The battle for dollars, pesos and 
prestige is carried on with, as yet, no 
agreed upon area of collaboration 
between NBC, CBS, MBS, et al. One 
view is that an over-all blueprint to 
coordinate all individual efforts is 
needed. 

On the United States end the two 
basic theories are represented by: 

(1) Columbia’s prospective South | 
American network based on the op- | 
erating principle of shortwave origin 
of programs coupled to Latin pick- 


up and re-transmission on native | 
longwavers forming a ‘network.’ 
(2) The NBC method of leaving 


with the client the decision on using | 


native re-broadcasts. In other words 
NEC ‘sells’ shortwave, does not ‘sell’ 
re-broadcasts as an integral part of 
its service, but is in a position to 
arrange longwave pick-ups. 

(In the current instance of Texaco 





Four A’s | 


it sees as the needs of progress. NBC 
has been in the field longer but Co- 
lumbia makes up with the magnitude 
lof its daring. Paley’s trip was 
| charted by Columbia as a Yankee 

flank movement around the dictator- 
ships, as a bold bid for the attention 
and sympathy and alliances of the 
Latins. It has, more than any single 
| event, dramatized and quickened the 
| whole issue. 

Edmund Chester, Director of 
International Broadcasting for 
CBS, states flatly that CBS has 
no deal with Radio Record in 
Brazil, or any other Latin sta- 
tion, whereby payment would 
be made for carrying CBS sus- 





tainers. 

‘We are opposed to such a 
Policy in principie,’ states 
Chester. 


CBS’ Elaborate Plans 


CBS meantime is building new 
transmitters and an organization. It 





| has elaborate plans for program and 
talent exchanges and is expected to | 
a considerable sum™annually | 


budget 
to finance the international opera- 
tion. Whole undertaking is the per- 
sonal enthusiasm of President Wil- 
jliam S. Paley, but is under the ac- 
|tual direction of Edmund Chester, 
| former head of the Associated Press 
|in South America, 

| As a first talent acquisitien for its 
|international programming after 
Sept. 1 CBS has signed Juan Arvizu, 
Mexican, who is popular throughout 
|; Latindom. CBS Artists Service has 


| booked him for Copacabana, N. Y. 
nitery, on the side, 
| Seven Latin students from the 


| University of North Carolina broad- 
night (Tuesday) from 
WRCA, New York (NBC) as one of 
ithe increasingly numerous type of 
exchanges, 


cast last 


NBC is intensely soliciting export 
accounts and has been doing so for 
jsome time. Its rate is $120 a quar- 
ter-hour. CBS has not yet formu- 
lated its own shortwave-plus-re- 
| broadcast advertising rates and will 
possibly not have them worked out 
|until mid-summer. Its operations 
jare to start Sept. 1. In reply to a 
| direct sancti CBS this week stated 


Belerano-Mundo Struggle Seen Behind 
Argentine Wrangle Over CBS Web 





Buenos Aires, March 11. 
A measure which would prohibit | 
retransmission of commercial pro- 
grams originating outside the country 


—a move which would embarrass the 
recently formed CBS South Ameri- 
can web—may be introduced in the 
Argentine Congress. Adolfo Cosen- 
tino, head of the Argentine Radio Di- 
vision under Dr. Horacio Rivarola, 
Director of Posts and Telegraphs, 
has a sample bill and supporting data 
all prepared. 


Opposish to CBS springs from the 
fact that signaturing of South Amer- 
ican stations by CBS has made rival 
stations and export advertising agen- 
cies fear the new setup will take 
away U. S. dollars now being spent 
on local aircasting. 

While chief noise against the CBS 
web has so far come from artists 
and the local trade press, undercover 
battle has been developing between 
Jaime Yankelevich, owner of Radio) 
Belgrano, which has signed with CBS | 
and the Radio Mundo interests, Yan- | 
kelevich’s chief opponents. 

Yankelevich, a one-time electrician | 
vho made himself the most powerful | 


| figure in local radio, 
of 11 interior stations (Primera Ca- 
|dena de Broadcastings), 
| owns Radio Portena and Radio Mitre 
in the capital, and dopesters figure 
| that: under ordinary development he 
will be able to kill it. 

Mundo, headed by Harry Wesley 
Smith, is no back number, however. 
Station also has a network and is 
owned by Editorial Haynes, publish- 
ers of El] Mundo, morning tab with 
the largest circulation of any Span- 
ish languager in the world, E] Hogar 
and Mundo Argentino, two of the 
biggest mags here. 

Among big U. S. advertisers on Ar- 
gentine radio are oil companies like 
West India (Esso) ‘and Mobiloil; 
meat packers like Swift and Armour; 
laxatives like Parker and Ross Pills 
and Phillips Milk of Magnesia; soaps 
and toilet preparations, including 
Palmolive, Hinds, Lever Brothers 





automobile firms. Film companies 


| which permit scripts to be drama- | 
tized for installment shows are also | 


| commercial ‘advertisers’ giving the 
broadcast privilege in return for the 
plug. 


the advertiser directly arranged with | 


New York exporters speak highly of | 


heads a chain | 


| 
and also 


(English, but handled via the States) | 


re P ° ° 
| tions signed with our South Ameri- 


|Can network have increased their 
rates to absorb the CBS commission.’ 
This was one of the rumors of more 
recent vintage. 

NBC has developed a number of 
| shortwave ‘success stories’ which are 
|now part of the sales presentations 


} 


we know of no instance where sta. | 


| 
made by Lunsford P. Yandell and 


his associated salesmen in going after 
exporters. 
| Story of the Adam Hat Stores ac- 
| count by the authority of whose ad- 


| vertising director, Leon S. Goldberg, 


| representatives and 


it is stated that Adam Hats set up 
organized dis- 


tribution in Porto Rico, Dominican 


Typical of these is the! 


Republic, Mexico, Salvador, Panama, 


Costa Rica, Guatemala, Venezuela, 
Columbia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Peru 
;and Chile, with NBC ‘Shortwave 


i given ‘a majority 


of credit’ for ‘all 
this accomplished without having a 
man in the field. Our export man- 
ager is leaving ouly this month 
(Continued on page 30) 
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5000 


-NEW YORK 


$ 
SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 


WATTS BY DAY - * 
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WNEW DELIVERS! 


Proved thousands of times 


TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 
independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 
impartial surveys.) 2. THE NATION’s BIGGEST MARKET. 
(The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RADIO’s 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. (“Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, ‘““Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others.) §. LOCAL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
moves most goods — fastest. @. MoRE COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than on any 
other station in New York. 


1000 WATTS BY NIGHT 


| Nationally Represented by John Blair & Company 


-“. 
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MANY STUDES PLANNING TO 


SUFFER FROM DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR =" 











Export Radio 


Continued from page 29 








ENTER RADIO| 


(March) on his first trip to the terri- 





So States Prof. Kenneth Bartlett of Syracuse Uni- 
versity—Meantime 44 of His Alumni Have Jobs— 
Workshop’s Place in Community Explained 





By LOUIS KOSOFF —_ National Association of Broad- 
, casters. Because the radio stations 

Syssouae, Seen 3. ‘have developed the custom of rout- 

A good many young college stu- | ing all ideas for Syracuse civic and 
dents who contemplate entering ra- | educational programs through the 
dio as a profession have to be dis- | workshop, he’s burdened with the 


5 j i ‘task of handling much of the radio 
abused as a first lesson in realism | asc aeiinae of eel Gomneb 


of their delusions of grandeur, ad Bete 
i i e of startin aa : 

+ gga Begg ey exporiones- ee ee re 000 * 

‘ > scsaggteatrtet ta , ‘ ers 

cenfirmed opinion of Prof. Kenneth ancl ogy storage . ae 

y rates the radio | ; +3 

eed yer Il go Syracuse Uni- | fold function. About 50, he esti- 

htc ” Notwithstanding this gen- | mates, are succeeding in doing some- 

S y. > is ‘ 


. F ing about ¢ three. 
eralization about radio students | thing about all 





| Meantime, from South 

° /notably the Argentine, come reports 
Considerate Boss ‘ot feeling being stirred up against 
'‘the Yankee imperalists’ who seek 
|to invade Laitn America via radio. 


The impact of the two American 


— 


Chicago, March 11. 
First Chicago legit show which 


has taken cognizance of radio networks and more especially the 
doubling by cast members is impression made by the Paley party 
‘See My Lawyer,’ produced by on its recent swingaround has ap- 
Robert Russell in the Selwyn | parently disturbed some parochial 
here. So as not to interfere with interests. Although it doesn’t quite 


possible radio strip schedules 
for cast members ‘See My Law- 
yer’ is not playing any Wednes- 
day matinees. Instead will sub- 
stitute a Sunday afternoon ses- 
sion. 

In ‘Lawyer’ are Willie Shore, 


|make sense, the small pay, unem- 
ployment-haunted talent of Argen- 
tine is particularly inclined to see 
programs from the U. S. A. as a 
‘threat’ to fear and fight. It so hap- 
pens that a musicians strike has been 


America, | 








: dio Beigrano, the 

han, Richard Earle, |Current at Radio , 
al yg ne Raymond, Buenos Aires affiliate of the new | 
John Foster, Nat Cantor, Her- CBS web. 
bert Haddon, Perry Bruskin, NBC closed a contract last week 
Joe A. Callaway and James’ | whereby Standard Oil of New Jer- | 
Russo, most of whom are ac-_ {sey will sponsor shortwave Spanish- 


translations of the | 


some 44 alumni have full-time jobs 
in the broadcasting industry and 75 


more are presently working in part- | 


time capacities. As for the profes- | 
sor himself despite at least five con- 
crete commercial offers he’s stick- | 
ing to his proffing, even at lower 
compensation than commercial radio 
might provide. 

His friends in radio suspect that | 
he’s getting too big a kick out of his 


His three-point program is this: | 


1. To serve as a center for all ra- 
dio activities of the institution. 
2. To train students for roles in 


‘commercial radio. 


3. To do the same thing for civic 
and educational programs that the 


advertising agencies have done for| 


commercial programs. 


Under the first heading, in addi- 
tion to many special shows, he has 


cepted ether performers. 








moving picture of one of the uni- 
versity football games is run off. 
The student gives the running com- 
mentary. A group of _ football 
coaches sits in to check the ac- 
curacy of the reporting on the play- 
by-play while the rest of the audi- 
ence listens to determine how well 
the kid announcer paints the ‘color’ 


| Portuguese 


‘scripts used by Raymond Gram 


|Swing over the Mutual network in 
the U. S. Translation and shortwave | 


rights (not Swing’s services as a 
speaker) are acquired at $50 per 
script and the programs go outa day 
late. 

Reaction to this Swing deal 


tradictory reactions to almost any- 





is | 
typical of the controversial and con- | 


present work to want to stop. At 


. | built up eight regular programs on 
Syracuse University radio workshop 


the two local stations. Outstanding 
he is a one-man three-ring circus,! of these is his ‘Ask the Scientist’ 
largely as the result of the triple | show in which a group of experts 
tieup between the university, and the answer questions of the listeners. 
two major Syracuse stations, Harry | This is now being aired on three 
Wilder’s WSYR (NBC) and WFBL | stations and in addition is being 
(CBS). | syndicated in column form in 109 
In the past three years, since the | newspapers. 
workshop was established on _ its The training program ranges from 
present plan, $10,000 has been spent | engineers to announcers and even 
under Bartlett’s direction. Half was able stenographers. Despite de- 
provided by the university and the | lusions of grandeur aspect, there’s 
other half by the two stations joint- | usually a place for any student he 
ly. With that money, Bartlett has | okays as ready to enter the field. 
created a complete radio studio, | There are failures, of course, to bal- 
minus only transmission facilities in | ance the few extreme cases of suc- 
its own right but provided through | cess among his grads. But, if he 
leased wires which pipe selected | accomplishes nothing else, he says, 








picture. thing done or propsed in_ inter- 
He’s beginning to make some / national shortwave at this particular 
progress now in the third division,| period. Whereas the American and 
not only with the education pro-/ British residents in Latin America 
grams offered but with the civic | are delighted with the Swing talks, 
groups which are only too will-| others are claiming that it may be 
ingly referred to him by studio per-| dubious procedure to use ‘news an- 
sonnels too busy with everyday | alysis’ where the analyst is obvi- 
problems to write scripts and direct ‘ously pro-British. The Anglo-Saxon 
rehearsals with amateurs. He's try- | point of view may annoy rather than 
ing to key these programs to |convince Latins, many of whom ad- 
showmanship theme to make them| —. G - , NBC is inclined to 
as interesting for the listeners as |™® Metmany. Rl te ast 
the well-planned, well-executed | 5°¢ this point as ‘theoretical and 
network show. | far-fetched. ‘ ; 
He’s got some grandiose plans for ASCAP Waives for Preview 
a real workshop and openly be-| As a ‘preview’ of its eventual ex- 
wails the lack of cash in the uni-| change of programs with the Brazil- 
versity till. But by stressing ac-|ians, CBS recently carried the cere- 
tual practice and keeping theory| monies from Rio de Janeiro in con- 





AL LEHMAN'S 
SECOND JOB 


Al Lehman, manager of the Co. 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting, 
has additionally been named man- 
ager of the Advertising Research 
Foundation. It’s a salaried job, too, 
Latter is jointly sponsored by the 
American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies and the Association 
of National Advertisers, same as the 
C.A.B. Purpose of the Foundation is 





'to collect and coordinate research in 


all fields of marketing and adver- 
tising whenever the AAAA and ANA 
need special studies of this type. 

Lehman has been with the ANA 
for 12 years, and has been C.A.B. 
manager since 1935. Understood that 
the C.A.B., which recently changed 
its system of phone calls and en- 
larged its sample, is now working on 
changes in the format of the re- 
ports which will allow inclusion of 
still further data. 


WCBM, Balto, to Blue 


WCB\M, Baltimore, yesterday (Tues- 
day) exchange signatures with NBC 
on a contract which makes that out- 
let an affiliate of the biue network 
Oct. 1, 1941. 

WFBR, the blue’s current Balti- 
more release, joins the Mutual Net- 
work on the same date. 




















programs from the campus workshop | he is making good radio listeners. 
either into WSYR or WFBL. 


Wrote for N.A.B. 

Bartlett is keyman in the set-up, 
working with a few part-time aides 
and with student assistants. He’s on 
a killing schedule but he still finds 
time to write some stuff that is wide- 
ly circulated. Best known is his 
“How to Use the Radio,’ 50,000 copies 


of which have been distributed by | 


Training is offered in journalism, 
home economics and_ school of 
speech for students, mostly. But 
Bartlett runs courses for some 40! 
| state health officers and others. 
Sportscasting Course 

He’s tried some novel stunts, with 
| success. For instance, in a test for 
would-be sports announcers, he puts 
them in a darkened room where a 


at a minimum, he’s been doing a job 
as evidenced by hundreds of let- 


plans come true. 








Wiseman of WOW Tours 
With Omaha Biz Junket 


Omaha, March 11. 





| ———-—-—- 





goes to 


the blond young man who 
Cleveland’s City Council 
| listening to heated politica 





ing new to him. He is there every Monday evening. 


Promptly at ten o’clock, 
young man slipped out of 


to the news room of Radio Station WGAR. At 10:30 


he was before the micropl 
listeners the latest news 


planned to do on the much-debated sewage problem. 


State Street—nothing! 
interesting than the hottes 





isn’t it always worthwhile 








Like the famed Mr. Smith who went to Washington, 


What’s so important about that? 
But to Clevelanders, more 


* 


Call it “keeping a finger on the local pulse” or what 
you will... this first-hand and exclusive radio cover- 
age and airing of City Council affairs, this local as 
well as national and international coverage of the 
news by WGAR, is one of those things that—well, 


For the fourth straight year, the 
| | Omaha National Bank has chosen 
William Wiseman, of WOW, as its re- 





| porter of the Omaha- Chamber of 
| Commerce Good Will tour of the ter- 
ritory. More than 100 business lead- 
ers will take the junket. 

WOW, incidentally will play an 
important role in the National Asso- | 


Council 


St. Louis May 12 to 15. John Gillin, | 
of WOW, who is director of N. A. B. 


Pages of Broadcasters convention in | 
| for the Nebraska-Iowa-Missouri dis- 


meeting. 


sat last Monday evening in 


Chambers, found himself oe 





which has attracted wide interest, | nival. 


| 


nection with the pre-Easter car- 
CBS asked the Nelson Rocke- 
feller committee to obtain a release 


ters, and some day he may see his| from ASCAP because of the copy- 


right entanglements. ASCAP read- 
ily gave a waiver and the Brazilian 
program was heard here in fulfill- 


|ment of a promise Paley had per- 


sonally made on his trip. 
Another complicating factor in the 





' whole development of Yankee-Latin | 


trict, will be ‘host director’ of the | 
Vernon H. Smith, manager | 
of KOWH, is a member of the com- | 
mittee on pubicity and public rela- | Was already into effect. Charles Nagy | 


radio is the half dozen New 


York | 


sales representatives of South Amer- 


ican stations. They do not 


view | 


happily the prospect of having ex- | 
port advertising sold literally over 


their heads and the equator by pow- 
erful beams from the environs 
Manhattan. 





WLAC’s A.F.M. Pact 


Nashville, March 11. 


of | 


WLAC was first station to sign | 


new contract with local American 
Federation of Musicians. New pact 


i 
i 


lis orchestra leader at station for | 


1 debate. But this was noth- | 





half hour broadcast to the NBC Blue 
from KGKO, Ft. Worth. 


} 
as in weeks gone by, the | | 
Council Chamber, hurried 


* 


10ne—flashing to Cleveland | 
on what their city fathers 


* 

Fred Allen will make a guest ap- 
pearance April 11 on ‘Campbell 
Playhouse,’ playing the lead in Nor- 
man Corwin’s comedy-fantasy ‘My 
Client Curley.’ Part is a straight 
one, the first Allen has played on the 
air. ‘Curley’ was first done on ‘Co- 
lumbia Workshop’ a couple of years 
ago and drew such enthusiastic com- 


To Broadway, to 


t war news, 


weeks later. 
Guests on ‘Campbell Playhouse’ 
this Friday (14) night are John Beal 


and Gale Page, in an adaptation of 
May Edington’s short story ‘Purple 
and Fine Linen.’ Following week 


to do a complete job? 














will do Charles Robinson's adapta- 


| 


fourth consecutive year. 


} 


Pact calls for six hours of orches- | 


The Southernaires, colored quartet, | tra work with seven member strings, 
will originate its Sunday, March 30,/ and with provisions to increase to 


full 13 members and approximately 


15 hours per week in near future. 


ment that it was repeated a few | 


| count 
| (21), Dick Powell and Wendy Barrie | 


Campbell's Repeat of ‘My Client Curley’ 





tion of the old Broadway play ‘Ex- 
cess Baggage.’ 

Madeleine Carroll and _ possibly 
Brian Donlevy will appear on the 
March 28 show, probably doing a 
radio version of ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ 
Nelson Eddy is set for the April 4 
stanza, with no vehicle so far set. 
Fred Allen date is the following 
week. An original whodunit by 
Ellery Queen (Frederic Dannay and 
Manfred Lee) is tentatively set for 
the April 18 show, with no star yet 
signed. 

Question of whether Campbell 
will continue the series through the 
summer hasn’t been definitely de- 
cided. Contrary to report, the ac- 





through the hot months, but is lean- 
ing toward the idea of sticking. 


is not planning to lay off | 


Fred Allen Plays Straight Role In 





* x 





AN H. C. WILDER STATION—REPRESENTED BY RAYMER 


WIRY NOW BASIC BLUE 


1000 WATTS FULL TIME—980 KC.—TROY-ALBANY-SCHENECTADY 


* 
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Discourage Freak 


Promotion Exhibit 





N.A.B. Convention Limits Displays to Standardized 
Sizes—Will Give Awards in Several Classes 





Honorary awards will be made at 
this year’s convention of the National 
Association of Broadcasters (St. 


Louis, May 12) to participants in the 


Wi 


90,000 WATTS 
DETROIT 





——- 














WIR, 
the 


Goodwill 
Station, 

IS 
Michigan's 
greatest 
atvertisin 
medium 


Ask any Edw. Petry office 
for more infermatirn about 
WJR, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 






promotion exhibit. To discurage 
freak presentations the exhibit com- 
mittee has ruled that the material 
must be mounted on standard size 
panels, 28 by 44 inches, 

The seven classifications covered 
by the proposed awards are publica- 
tion advertising; direct mail; news, 
special events, public service pro- 
grams; promotions backed by the 
stations, such as food shows, cook- 
ing schools, etc.; program presenta- 
tions; house organs, and special ac- 
tivities, including motion pictures, 
window displays, taxicab cards, gag 
pieces in direct mail, such as calen- 
dars, baby chicks, etc. 


MOVING DAY 
IN KAYCEE 





Kansas City, March 11. 

Change of frequencies set for 
March 29 under North American 
Radio Agreement will. effect five of 
| Kansas City’s six broadcasting sta- 
itions. Accordingly broadcasters of 
the town have set March 22 as rally 
Day on the 29th. Committees in 
radio service companies, and 
program have been appointed with 
Don Davis of WHB in charge of the 


ers themselves 
Hotel President. 
WDAF at 610 ke. does not change, 


to the meeting at 








but all others including WHB at 
| 860, KMBC at 950, KCMO at 1450, 
|KCKN (Kansas) at 1310 
lat 1560 all move up about 30 kc. 
| WREN at Lawrence, Kans., will also 
| move up the dial. This involves 
ores dials of 25,000 radio sets, 
about one fifth of which are in auto- 
| mobiles, with only 125 service men 
| available in the city to do the work. 





And in Boston 
Boston, March 11. 

Local radio station press depart- 
ments will avoid duplication of news 
|releases on Radio Movin’ Day, 
| March 29, it was planned at a meet- 
ling at the Parker House here. All 
| releases will have a National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasting heading. 
They hope to obtain more space in 
| newspapers by thus avoiding a flood 
of stories from each station. Each 
press agent has a_ specific story 
angle to write on the situation. 
They hope to hook up all eight 
| Boston stations for a special program 
pertaining to wavelength shifts. 
WEEI is lone exception here that 
will not move, but is still cooperat- 
|ing on this project. 
| WEEI's affiliate, Edison Electric 
| Company, mailed cards, with their 
| monthly bills, listing new frequencies 
of stations. 


| 





Twin City Outlets Co-op 
Minneapolis, March 11. 
All Twin City radio stations have 
agreed to cooperate in a publicity 


campaign to lessen the expected 
confusion from the _ international 
changes in wave length scheduled 





|for March 29. Under 
ment made with a war veterans’ 


an arrange- 
or- 


| ganization, push buttons will be 
| fixed to conform to the new allo- 
| cations at a nominal cost, it is re- 


vealed by Ear] Gammons, chairman 
of the committee for the radio sta- 
tions. The stations will publicize the 
service over the ether waves. Mem- 
bers of the veterans’ organization 
will go to the homes to make the 
changes onthe radio sets. 

There will be large combined ads 
in the newspapers and the utilization 
of other methods to acquaint the 
nublic with thegnew wave lengths, 
Gammons says. 





a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


day to organize the Radio Moving | 


charge of publicity, of contacting the | 
rally | 


‘Kilocycle Ballet’ to be staged as at- | 
traction to bring out the broadcast- 


and KITE | 


David Penn, news commentator, | 
leaves WCOL, Columbus, to start 
own ad-publicity agency 


LOCAL VEXATIONS 





Quiz Programs in Particular 
Seem to Stir Up Difficulties 


hoo — Local Station Men 


Sponsors 


FAKE RE-BROADCAST 





There is considerable discussion 
currently in New York City adver- 
tising agency circles anent some of 
the unforeseen by-products of con- 
fusion and bad will resulting from 
recent touring of Quiz programs. 


The greatest difficulty of any tour- 
ing radio attraction is taking care of 
the local demand for tickets. In the 
;case of the quiz shows the theory 
|has been that having only an idea 
to sell lots of ballyhoo was neces- 
sary to counteract the absence of 
any stars, as such. It now appears 
that some of the travelling ballyhoo- 
ers have been too successful in the 
build-up without corresponding skill 
organizationally in handling _ the 
ducat distribution. 
| Whereas the intent of the touring 
| program is to build goodwill for the 
product, the reaction left behind in 
| many instances is strictly in the op- 
posite direction. 








Local station men report to New 
| York that the main cause of the 
|trouble created by these visiting 


programs is the ‘bad’ judgment used 
by the advance men. The latter 
while in town go all the way out in | 
ballyhoo and tieups with the result 


Because of Added Bally- 


Blame Advance Agents of | 





TOURS’ TICKET TANGLES 





+ 
i 


| 
| 
| 


BREED UL WILL tive ricenses Already 





Newspapers Display Interest In F-M 


Granted, Eight Others Before 
FCC 





Washington, March 11. 


Until Congress or the Federal 


Communications Commission and the 


Federal courts put a stop to news- 
paper ownership of radio stations, 
American publishers are not going 
to be caught asleep to the knocks 
of opportunities. Review of FCC) 
files indicates that journalistic pace- | 
setters appreciate the possibilities in 
hopping on_ the 
bandwagon at the outset, instead of 
having to pay high prices for seats 
after 
vehicle. 


The press appears determined to 
avoid the same sort of mistake that | 


was made when amplitude modula- | 
_.__>|not be dignified- as a real trtval of 





age any more such descents. It’s | 
actually the ultimate in pardoxes in | 
calling the alvance men’s judgment | 
‘bad’ despite their widespread bally- 
hoo achievement. 
Stirs Up Grief 

How deep has been this burnup 
is attested by what happened in a 
southern city during one of these 
quiz show stands. Two of the town’s 


| department stores carried special ads | 


-in.the newspapers stating that they. 


|had nothing to do with the program 


idle the product advertised by 
| program. 


and they were not concerned in any 
way with the distribution of tickets 
to the broadcast. Both stores han- 
the 
The associated network 


station in another town where the 


|same program made a stanfi parried 


that the demand for tickets exceeds | 


| by several times the actual capacity 
| ’ 

|of the community’s largest available 
auditorium. As these demands be- 


the uproar for tickets by announcing 
that it was in no way concerned 
with the origination of the program 
land that it had nothing to do with 
| tickets. 


In one town the craving to see had 


| been so stirred up that the commer- 


| decided 


|} come more pressing there is a mani- | 


| fold burn. The applicants resent the 
| turndown, the dealer roils at the em- 
| barrassment and the station, which 
had been looking forward to the 
|event, wonders how it can discour- 


| gesture 


cial’s rep traveling with the show 
that the all around bitter- 
ness engendered might be eased by 
putting on a repeat show. 
all carried out as though it was an 
actual rebroadcast, and all that this 
cost was dollars in prize 
money. 


high-frequency | 


it has proved a dependable | 


It was | 


| tion broadcasting flowered. 
| sighted publishers, including some 
|who for years have thrown cold 
| water on A-M radio, are displaying 
lively interest in the new gadget. 
Only five newspaper-owned FM 
stations have been authorized by the 
FCC, as of last week, but eight more 
requests are on the hook, three of 
| them already tagged for hearing. 
Most significant is the apparently 
well-founded report that the New 
|York Times is about to ask for FM 
papers. Although never’ openly 
| hostile, the Ochs interests have been 
aloof toward broadcasting for years, 
| obviously sharing the old guard idea 
that this new-fangled medium need 


Fore- 





| printed advertising. Also, the New 
| York Post is said to be intrigued 
| with the FM possibilities. To date, 
however, the New York Daily News 
is the only member of the Gotham 
press group to scramble for a band- 
wagon seat. 

Early birds are the Milwaukee 





Journal (WTMJ); Detroit News 
(WWJ); South Bend _ Tribune 
(WFAM); Rockford Morning Star- 
| Register Republic (WROK); and 


|John Lord Booth of Detroit, presi- 
|}dent of WMBC and stockholder in 
| the Booth newspaper chain in Mich- 
| igan. 

| Pending applications for FM per- 
| mits have been submitted by the St, 
|Louis Post-Dispatch (KSD); _ St. 
|Louis Star-Times (KXOK); Cedar 
| Rapids Gazette; New York News; 
and Louisville Courier-Journal and 
|Times (WHAS). Commission al- 
| Teady has ordered evidence taken 
'on three applications of Federated 
Publications, Inc., rival in Michigan 
for the Booth papers. Federated 
|wants FM plants at Lansing, where 
it publishes the State Journal; Battle 
Creek, Inquirer News; and Grand 
Rapids, Herald. 





| 

| Lawrence Lenken, radio scripter, 

|named director of the National 
Youth Administration’s radio work- 

‘ shop. 




















over 7-day period. 


More persons in Oklahoma City lis- 
cen to WKY morning, afternoon and 
night than to all three other stations 
-ombined.—Ross-Federal coincidental 
survey based on 9,460 telephone calls 
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Seek Adjustment of 


Conflicts Prior to FCC Meeti 


Patent tangles between RCA, Du- 
mont and other television equipment 
manufacturers, possibly including 
Scophony, may be ironed out in New 
York this week preparatory to the 
hearing before the FCC in Washing- | 
ton on March 20. One of the most | 
important questions to influence the | 
FCC in determining when television | 
shall be placed on a commercial | 
basis is that »f various engineering 
standards. For this reason there is 
a strong probability that some agree- | 
ment on interchangeability of pat- | 
ents will be reached so as to main- | 
tain unanimity of viewpoint and pre- 
clude any possible disagreement | 
among television interests during the 
hearing. 

Negotiations to straighten out pat- 
ent problems between the various | 
television equipment manufacturers | 
has been under way for some time, | 
from accounts. Dumont reportedly 














\ 


Something 
To Grow 
About! 


A Chicago Agency 


Executive Writes: 


“The returns from your 
station are so outstanding 
that I want to express my 
appreciation for the nice 


work that you have done. 


“It’s always been a pleas- 
ure to work with you on 


these mail pull accounts.” 


You, too, will enjoy 
working with us on 


YOUR accounts! 


BLAIR Represents Us 























| than three television stations by any 
| person er corporation would not be 
| permitted. 
| tion would be allowed to control 


timental Concert’ and four dance re- 


| Swing, 


| Steel and Frazier Hunt, besides Stan 








| Cause 


Crosby’s BMI Crack 


Hollywood, March 11. 
With a sly wink at the lads in 
th e control room, Bing Crosby 
lipped in an ad lib crack at 
Broadcast Music on last week’s 


Television Patent 





Ing 


7 aaa Kraft progran that had_ the 
; NBC’ites squirming. 

has several television patents wh ch Replying to Bod Burns’ re- 

BCA is interesieg In Bnd RCA a mark that all things are soon 

several that Dumont would like to forgotten, even the songs ne 

| be licensed to produce | sings, Crosby let go with: ‘of 

Patent interchangeability is all course they will; they're BMI’ 


part of the standardization of tele- 


; Ted Hediger, NBC production 
vision which the FCC and the tele- 


contact on the show, gave Bing 


vision interests will discuss, and will | a double take, but it was too 
form an essential] part of the hearing} ate to do anything about it, 
to be conducted in Washington. In | Long devoutly antagonistic 


addition meeting may possibly arrive | 
at some agreed formula to govern 
the artistic and commercial as well 
as the engineering standards of 
television. 

All parties interested in television 
have been invited to the meeting. | 
And all those in attendance will 


against BMI tunes, the crooner 
this week repeats one of its 
numbers, ‘Friendly Tavern.’ 


WFIL VERSION IS 








have an opportunity to propose 
standards and cross examine wit- B 1 | ONEY’ 
nesses. 

Among other matters may be dis- | 


| cussed the FCC proposal to require 
a television licensee to broadcast 
programs for a minimum of five 
hours a day with specified periods | 
of two hours between 2 to 6 p. m. | 


and two hours between 7 and 11) 


p.m. Another FCC proposal would | 


ibi jak ; Philadelphia; March 11. 
prohibit telajggiqammemnsces vor | Notwithstanding fact that WIP 
transmission of programs when con- | started the month by officially be- 
ducting technical experiments. coming chief Mutual outlet vice 

Under the proposed FCC regula- | WFIL, latter station yesterday an- 
tions ownership or control of more nounced it had renewed contracts 
last week for three Mutual accounts. 

Roger W. Clipp, WFIL general 
manager, said the accounts stayed | 
despite the switch as a reward for | 
‘extra-curricular’ services. 
of WIP said the claim was ‘baloney,’ 





No person or corpora- 


more than one station in a service 
area unless showing it would foster 
competition. 

Last week six members of the 
FCC, headed by chairman James L. 
Fly, conferred with Dumont officials 
after meeting with Philco execs in 
Philadelphia. 


| 
Mutual’s Talk 
pena from page 27 


have time to carry the three pro- 


cial commitments. 











new WFIL contracts for Mutual net- 
work programs were Bayuk Cigars 
‘Sam Balter’s ‘Inside of Sports’), 
Krem] Hair Tonic (Gabriel Heatter) 
and Illinois Meat Co. (‘Play Broad- 


— 














motes. | cast’). 
Wednesday (5) offered ‘Chicago- Bragged Clipp anent the new line- } 
land Concert,’ songs by Kohler and up: ‘This confirms our conviction 


three dance remotes. Thursday 
presented the biggest 
duced musical output, 
cago Tonight.’ 


(6) 
studio-pro- 4 
with ‘In Chi- 
Alfred Wallenstein’s 


that a station’s work doesn’t end 
with the broadcast of the program,’ 
pointing to the plugging of products 
of the three sponsors via visual ex- 


orchestra, the Chicago symphony, a_ hibits, store window displays, etc. 
‘musical interlude,’ plus one dance Said a statement from WIP: ‘The 
remote. Friday (7) had ‘Laugh and moving of Mutual programs from 
Swing Club,’ ‘Reminiscing in wIpP to WFIL was contingent upon 
Rhythm,’ ‘Cats ’n Jammers’ and athe ability of our station to clear 
remote, while Saturday (8) brought | time. Operating 24 hours a day and 
a femme vocal stanza and three 


the station over 80% sold, including 
baseball broadcasts for both major 
league teams, WIP wasn’t in the po- 
sition to clear necessary time for all 
Mutual programs beginning March 1. 


KIESEWETTER GETS 


dance remotes. 
Not Due To ASCAP 

Reason for the dearth of ‘music on 
Mutual doesn’t appear to be the 
ASCAP situation, although that pos- 
sibly hasn’t encouraged the launch- 
ing of new musical programs. Plain 
reason seems to be just that the 
Mutual is becoming more and more 
addicted to talk shows, particularly | 
news commentators. It has far more | 
of them than CBS or either of the 
NBC networks. Regulars on Mutual | 
in the evening are Raymond Gram | 
Wythe Williams, Gabriel 
Heatter, Boake Carter, Arthur Hale, 





The Kiesewetter agency has taken 
over the Penn Tobacco account from 
| Ruthrauff & Ryan. Brands involved 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., Jay Sims, Mark | 2 Kentucky Club tobacco and Mint 
Hawley, Alois Havrilla, Frank | Julep oe iz is th 
Singiser, Cy Caldwell, Johannes |__ \0%*°P Quiz 4s the account’s lone 


radio connection. 





Lomax (sports), Henry Morgan 
| (comedy), the foreign correspond- 
ents and the ‘Uncle Don’ moppet 
series. 

Obvious advantage of talk pro- 
grams, particularly commentators, is 
that they cost much less than mu- 
sical productions. 


Maxwell Dane at WMCA 
Maxwell Dane is new sales promo- 
tion director at WMCA, New York 
Background includes similar 
with Look, New York Journal, 
| Stern’s department store. 


~ Station President Ad judged Guilty 


jobs 
and 


Must Reinstate ey - Allegedly 
Unionizing a Year Ago 


Fired for) 


Washington, March 11. 
Reinstatement with back-pay for 
four employees of WCOV, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., was ordered today by 
National Labor Relations Board 


|mands for closed shop contract and 


monthly to $53.33 weekly for chief | 
engineer, and from $18.50 and $15 to 


in | $40 weekly for assistants. 
decision holding G. W. Covington, Decision held discharge of Mrs. 
president, endeavored to prevent! Lucille Peck, office worker, was | 
unionization of his staff. Instruct- move to intimidate her husband, | 


ing Covington to recognize and deal | Harold, one of technical staff, and all | 
with Brotherhood of Electrical | three engineers were ousted bec cause | 
Workers (A.F.L.), the federal agency 


of union membership. 
held employees had been unfairly Board overruled trial examiner on 
discharged more than year ago be- | several points, including his finding 
of union activities. Firings| that Mrs. Peek’s discharge was part 
followed presentation of economy campaign. 


of 


ni na 
unior ae 


Officials | 


claiming the renewals happened be- | 
fore WIP became sole MBS outlet— | 
and besides, they said, they didn’t | 


grams because of previous commer- 


The three advertisers who signed 


PENN TOBACCO ACCT. 


boosting of pay scales from $150 | 


_| Schenectady. 


Dixie Web Paced From Charlotte 
Gets CBS Go-Ahead As of March 17 


F paper nappaont soo mme HI 


> PAYROLL TRAFFIC : 


Wevoueeetttcccecessecss) 
Philadelphi WPEN 


Charlotte, N. C., March 11. 
In opening move to consolidate 
Columbia outlets throughout the 


south, a new Dixie network embrac- 





i head of the Irish ing various affiliates will be in- 
sports director anc “_ nether pamuteteh Wein 3%. Gatk éanumer. 
program departmen as cial and sustaining programs will 


| program director of WKNY, King- 
iston, N. Y. Lew London, WPEN 
announcer, has been named program 
director of the outlet, replacing 
Tommy Smith, who enlisted in the 
National Guards two weeks ago. 

Dan Clark, KYW salesman, left 
| for a year’s training at Fort Meade, 
Md., as a draftee. 

Tom Moorehead is filling in as 
publicity director of WFIL in the 
spot left vacant by Fred Dodge's | 
transfer to the Ward Wheelock ad 
agency. 

Dave Rolontz, salesman at WCAM, 


originate at WBT, Charlotte, and wil] 
be fed to the new web, which has 
been planned to include all CBS 
affiliates in the Southeast and Flor- 
ida groups. Eventually the network 
may bridge from Asheville, N. C., to 
Knoxville, Tenn., and serve the nine 
stations in the CBS south central leg 
perhaps south and west to New 
Orleans. 

Final okay on set-up of the Dixie 
network was given by CBS vice- 
| president Mefford R. Runyon, who 
spent several days here last week 
conferring with WBT officials. A. E. 








| Caen, ssw mame, ay | Josceyln, g.m. of WBT, also reveals 
manager 6 ne that ‘If stations north of Charlotte 
Bill Manns, 


ing th > Pettey Ay org lare interested in Dixie network 
sng S Cnet "| service the installation of direct lines 
Tom Moore leaving the WIBG gab- | from WBT northward to _ include 


ber department to become assistant Greensboro, Durham and Roanoke 


romotion director. ; - : - 
P will be given consideration.’ 


| 
| First program scheduled for the 
| New Haven.—Leo Mann of Lowell | nixie network at the start of the new 


is new announcer at WELI replac-| caryice March 17 is a half-hour va- 
ing Bob Lockwood during latter’s| piety show to be presented from 1 to 
‘igeeneg service. | 1:30 p.m. five days a week. In addi- 


|tional to WBT musical talent pro- 
| Little Rock.—Julian F. Hass has gram will have Grady Cole, 














CBS 
joined the commercial staff of} southeastern farm editor, who will 
| KARK, Little Rock, give market reports, commodity 


| prices, etc. 
New Britain—WNBC sales staff; Program production will continue 


| lost John Parsons, moving to WBRK,|under the guidance of Charles 


Pittsfield, Mass., as commercial man- | Crutchfield, and possibility is fore- 
ager, and Major Harrison, now at'seen that more talent may be brought 
WBRY, Waterbury. |in from other states due to expansion 
eens | in programming schedules. Construc- 

New York City—Walter Windsor, | tion of a new auditorium-studio to 
who had Leen conducting a ‘Your | accommodate about 300 is also in the 
Neighbor’ 15-minute morning poetry | cards and, according to Joscelyn, a 
program over WMCA for the past | brand new station set-up may be 


six months, 
mingham, 


has left for WSGN, Bir- 


necessary later on. 
for announcing and pro- | 
' 


WBT is readying plans to celebrate 


| duction position. | its 20th anniversary. 
Saree GE MN. EE = 
Chicago.— Kirby Katz, formerly | ° 
with Benton & Bowles in New York, | Tape Recorders File 


| has been added tv the copy staff of 
the Kastor agency here 





Katz will work on radio as well as Albany, N. Y., March 11. 
black-and-white copy. State Broadcaster System, Inc., 
all has been chartered to conduct a 


business in magnetic tape recorders, 


Des Moines.—To Dye dded t 
om Vyer a ° etc., in New York. Directors are: 


the promotion department of KSO- 


KRNT-WMT-WNAX, replacing Vern des Taikeff, Attorney Max R. 
Cox, who has been called for a a neer and Julia Kohn, New York 
year’s army service. | Aly. : . 
oe Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
St. Louis—James Woodress, former | value. 
assistant news editor, KWT. St. Louis. ee eae 
hes Joined the Wnlted Press in New | AAU Basketball on MBS 
| York. Has been replaced by Edwin | Denver. March 11 
Kalbfleish, localite. For tl f . : 
Hooper White is the newest addi- <4 . Se cmenve yer 
| F : scr alc | KFEL will feed the semi-final and 
| tion to the gabbing and 


continuity | 

East St.-Louis. 
Rochester, N. Y.—Raymond Laws 

joins WSAY announcer staff as Bill 


final championship games of the Na- 
| tional AAU basketball games to the 
Mutual net. As in past years the 
broadcast will be announced by 
kK Frank Bishop, Bill Welsh and Joe 
ones advances to chief announcer, Myers. all of KFEI 

replacing Ross Weller, now program | The series has ind sold locally to 
director of the new Batavia station. | the Hirschfield Press. 

Kenneth Bell and Bernard Bloom | 


also move up in staff shifts. Bob 
Pierce returns to station with morn- Boston. March 
ing spot sponsored by Grant store.| Alice Brewer. formerly 

Frank Silva, sports and news com- | ‘ " 


WMCA 
; {sports commentator, is conducting a 
| menfator, renews contract with Bond |s 


‘ with Skeet-O shooting range in heart of 
Clothes for two years, switching 15- | Boston's theatrical district. 


| dept. at WTMV, 


Alice 1 Beowss's Shootery 
1. 











minute news spot from evening to | She has Dick Shaughnessy, ae 
morning. (WSAY cancelled Trans- | tional all-gauge skeet champ, in- 
radio March 1, switching to INS.) structing, with orchestra leaders, 
a waiters, etc. frum nearby night 
Macon, Ga.—Earnest E. Skinner, | clubs in matches. 
of Macon Telegraph, has joined the | a_m_7— = woe menses tment ennenncner 
staff of WBMI. 
Holt Gwinner, newscaster’ for 
|WMAZ Macon for six years, in VACATION 
| Army. 


Salt Lake City —KUTA loses Paul 
Alexander, announcer, to the draft 


board. He’s replaced by Allan Jen- 
sen, formerly of KSL. 


SHOWPLACE 
FOR SALE 


Will sacrifice beautiful Thou- 
sand Islands, N. Y., Estate. 


Convenient terms. 





Cleveland.— Jerry Langel joins 
merchandising staff of WHK-WCLE 
replacing Ed Walsh who moves over 
; to sales department. 


————— 





BOX 291 
| San Antonio.—Latest addition to Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
the announcing staff at station . New York — 


|KMAC here is Dick St. 


Johns from 
KMTR, Los Angeles, 

















WAGE Syracuse's newest radio sta- 

tion, seeks A-l news man 
to rewrite 15-@minute news show daily, 
besides editing other news. Also do 
|§ Some public events. We want a good 
'f woman commentator to do half-hour 
women's program dally. 


Hal Kent, an- 
nouneer at WGY, joining the staff of 
the Columbia netwark. 





| Memphis—George Faulder, for- 
merly with Erwin-Wasey agency in 
New York, has become a staff an- 
}nouncer at WMC. 


Write or wire WAGE, 
Theatre Bullding, 


701 Loew 
immediately. 
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From The Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


John Gambling’s daily ‘Musical Clock’ program on WOR, oldest reg- 
ular series on the air, starts its 17th continuous year....‘As the Twig Is 
Bent,’ new recorded serial being produced by Transamerican for General 
Foods, scripted by Don Becker and Ann Barley, with Basil Loughran di- 
recting....cast includes Barbara Terrell, George Coulouris, Karl Swenson 
and Henry M. Neeley....it’s a schoolmarm story and, because of class- 
room scenes, involves probably the largest casts of any daytime serial to 
date....Robert Kornheiser, recently-appointed traffic manager of WHN, 
called for the draft, reporting Friday (7)....Allan Ferres, WHN engi- 
neer and a member of the naval reserve, called for active duty several 
weeks ago. 


Joan Allison now playing femme lead on ‘This Small Town’ and Fred 
Irving Lewis and Dorothy Peterson added to cast....Linda Carlon play- 
ing new character on ‘Lone Journey’....Louis Van Rooten played brief 
sequence in ‘Against the Storm’....Joe Laurie, Jr, dcing comedy gangster 
on Mutual ‘We Are Always Young’ serial, his first straight part....Mabel 
Todd off ‘Laugh and Swing Club’ because of infected lip....Joe Bell, NBC 
program producer, doing jury duty....Eva Le Gallienne and Walter 
Hampden set for leads in ‘The American Theatre,’ based on famous nights 
in stage history, produced by Allied Radio Associates and set for audition- 
ing....Margaret Speaks on concert tour through west....Graham Mc- 
Namee says he plans retiring next year to California ranch. 


Maj. Edward R. Rhodes, military analyst for WINS, formerly aired simi- 
lar stint for WWRL, New York....Sandy Baker, former WWRL news- 
caster, joined NBC announcing staff....Linton Welles has taken over the 
five-minute midnight news spot on CBS....‘Prof. Quiz’ moves from Tues- 
day nights to 10:15-10:45 Thursday nights on CBS, effective March 27.... 
‘Milton Charles Presents,’ music show Tuesday mornings out of Chicago, 
starts March 25 on CBS....‘Girl About Town,’ with Joan Edwards, goes 
on CBS eastern hookup Friday nights, starting March 28. 

Hal James leaves tomorrow (Thursday) to look over Compton agency 
programs in Canada....Lyn Murray takes over musical direction of ‘The 
Aldrich Family’ for four weeks beginning March 27, while Jack Miller 
goes to the Coast with the Kate Smith show....Frederic Dannay (with 
Manfred Lee, he writes under name of Ellery Queen) recovered from 
auto accident injuries and returned from Florida....pair have several as- 
signments in the works. 

Waite Hoyt resumes afternoon series over WOR, New York, with the 
opening of the baseball season April 14. 

Norman Corwin will direct this Sunday’s (16) ‘Free Theatre’ program, 
James Boyd’s original ‘One More Free Man,’ originating in New York... 
Ronald MacDougall writing the special continuity for the Muriel Angelus 
song series on NBC...Welbourn Kelley scripting ‘Basin Street Chamber 





Music Society’ series...Richard McDonagh, NBC staff write:, back from | 


vacation, ..George McCoy, who was taken by NBC from WHOM and then 


dropped, is back on WHOM!’s all-night recorded show, replacing Windy | 


Hogan. 

Vivian Brown, secretary to Al Simon, WHN p.a., back <t work after 
illness... WHN going after the rhumba and conga addicts with a solid hour 
of recorded Latin American music Saturday nights for Barricini candy... 
Antoinette van der Does, who recently joined WOR’s special events de- 
partment, has been drafted to work for the Netherlands Indies trade com- 
mission...Griffin shoe polish has renewed ‘Who Knows?’ for another 52 
weeks, effective March 24, over four Mutual stations...George Coulouris 
added to all-name cast of WOR-Mutual’s ‘We Are Always Young’ serial... 
Since Edward Noble acquired WMCA he has become radio-conscious and 
his Lifesavers has signed spot announcement contracts with several New 
York stations. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Guy Robertson, here in ‘My Sister Eileen,’ collabbed with Ray Wilson 
on new radio script based on fight game and tagged ‘The Winner’.... 
Barbara Burras added to ‘September’ cast....Bill Hillpot, NBC-Blue pro- 
gram chief, in for short midwest confab last week....Ken Fry, NBC news 
and special events chief in Chicago, and midwest press head, Bill Ray, to 


Davenport (Ia.) on NBC biz....Bill Rosee, having left NBC press here} 


for a year’s service in the army, he has been replaced by William Klo- 
mann, formerly with the Chi Herald-American. 

When Quentin Reynolds, due to speak before the Chicago Federated 
Advertising Club last week, was grounded in Texas, he was hurriedly 
replaced by Sigrid Schultz, Chicago Tribune's Berlin office chief, in Amer- 
ica for a short vacash. However, though the price was lowered due to the 
shift, the meeting rooms, which had been ready for a sellout, were more 
empty than crowded, 





| 


—_— 
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‘ {ters of the Selective Service sys- 


Bunny Coughlin and Wife 
On WBZ Rakov Show 


Boston, March 11. 

Bunny Coughlin, formerly with 
Funnyboners and more recently sax 
player with Ranny Weeks orchestra, 
returned to radio (10) teamed with 
| his wife as ‘Fred and Posey’ on WBZ 
| ‘Morning Toast’ program with Rakov 
|and orchestra, to be heard daily 
Monday through Saturday, 8:15-9 a.m. 

He is master of ceremonies and 
| provides comedy and singing. 


WOR’S BEST 
WEEK IN 19 
YEARS 


WOR reported its greatest week in 
19 years of sales (March 3 to 8) with 
a splurge of selling that brought 
ithe station five new sponsors, re- 
newals from three, three expansion 
| contracts and the return of two 
sponsors, 

Biggest single item of the week 
was the signing of the baseball con- 
tract with General Mills and Lever 
Bros, 

















Union Leader Renews 
On All Spot Contracts 


Lorillard has renewed all spot 
contracts involving Union Leader 
through the Lennen & Mitchell 
agency. Station list consists of 
WCLE, Cleveland; WLW, Cincinnati; 
KFAB, Lincoln; WLS, Chicago; 
WHP, Harrisburg; WGY, Schenec- 
tady; WJR, Detroit, and the Michi- 
| gan Network, excepting Detroit. 
| Same agency is switching ‘Lawyer 
| Q,’ which plugs Friends Tobacco, 
|}from WOR to WJZ, New York, 





RADIO 
| 


WCPO Offers to Clear Schedules, 
Become ‘School’ While Strike Lasts 


SAN ANTONIO RIGHTS | 
COST KABC $400 


San Antonio, March 11. 








Cincinnati, March 11. 

| With all public schools here closed 
| due to a strike of engineers and fire- 
,men, station WCPO may be turned 
;into a nine-hours-a-day' radio 
school for 50,000 Cincinnati school- 


For the 10th consecutive year sta- | na oe = —— to ay 
schoo Oar y Mortimer ° 


tion KABC here will broadcast the | °*’ 

home and road games of the San | Watters, vice-president of Scripps- 
Antonio Missions of the Texas base- | Howard Radio, Inc., which owns the 
ball league. For the third year Dave | Station. — 

Young will call ’em. General Mills} According to the tentative plan, 
will again this year sponsor the | WCPO would clear its entire day- 
broadcasts. time schedule immediately and begin 


Knowles Daley and, Poeher- |S, Geom etry on 
nick’s Sporting Goods Co. sponsor | ggitor of the Post, local Sctipps- 
broadcasts prior to game time./ toward daily, has offered to print 
KABC is paying $4,000 for the| popular program listing of the vari- 
broadcasting rights for the coming | oy Jessons. --4 such supplementary 
wr et Criceciiae te es ik ob matter as homework proh'ems and 


/ anything else requiring printing. 
— to the sales staff of KABC| Faculty members would co-operate 
ere. 


sak tambasiad Ge meee dee 
Seek Oldest School Bell, sons done at home would be mailed 
Use Telephone Give-Away 
On New Ft. Wayne Shows 


to the school authorites and graded, 
Ft. Wayne, March 11. 


with the results announced via radio 
or the Post. Preliminary plan would 

Annual ‘Spelling Bee’ is sponsored 
for fourth year on Westinghouse 


be to offer different subjects and 
lessons for different grades at 
specified times of day. It is hoped 
that by such methods the school- 
WGL by Fort Wayne Morris Plan | 
bank. Spot campaign to find oldest 
school bell in Allen county staged 
on WGL prior to opening last week 

















children can be kept from losing too 
much time. 

Strike began last Thursday (5), 
when engineers’ and firemen’s unions 
were unable to agree with school 
authorities on demands for wage in- 
creases and other issues. With heat 
no longer available, classes were 





of bee. Bell used to start broad- | suspended and schools were closed, 
casts. | Negotiations between union officials 


Margie Warren, new singing star} and board of education members 


on WOWO-WGL, has new radio} over the weekend failed to end the 
series, ‘Slick Surprise,’ for Slick | dispute. 
Laundry. Program aired Monday 


afternoons, and includes a telephone | 
give-away offer. Norm Carroll is 





| taking over the Tuesday 7:30-8 p.m. 
| spot starting April 8. Program re- 
| places on WJZ the current Chase 
Bank series with Tom Powers. 

Lorillard is also expanding its | 
|coverage On the Ripple Tobacco 
| brand. It’s bought the Adolph Hoff- 
| ner band on KTSA, San Antonio, | 
and will use a transcription of this 
act on KRGV, Weslaco. 


| 





CAPTAIN ON A BICYCLE 


| Gordon Hittenmark Carries on Radio 
Chores and Army Duties 








Washington, March 11. 
Capt. Gordon Hittenmark, who is 
| carrying on both military and radio 
| activities, now is wondering when 
he’ll find time to attend mess as re- 
sult of added work in the Army. 

Local NBC spieler has been dou- 
bling since last summer when he 
was summoned to active duty with 
| the District of Columbia National 
| Guard. 

Daily Hittenmark eye-opener (6 to 
8:45 am. on WRC) has already a 
distinct Army flavor, which makes 
it highly popular among the thou- | 
sands of soldiers now on duty at 
nearby posts. With the help of vol- 
unteer correspondents at Camp 
Meade (Md.), Fort Belvoir (Va.) 
and Camp Washington (Va.), Hitten- 
mark is running a microphone gos- 
sip column about the doings of local 
reservists, guardsmen, and draftees 
in his area. Novel feature is play- 
ing recordings of both reveille and 
mess call—one minute before the 
military buglers do their tooting. 
| Presently detailed to public rela- 
| tions work with the local headquar- 








| tem, Hittenmark this month has no 


time for loafing. After his early- 
rising stint at the microphone, he is 
due to spend from 9 to 11:30 taking 
special instruction at the Army War 
College; from 11:40 to 1:15 at his 


propaganda work at the army; from 
1:30 to 4 back to school; and then 
from 4 to 6 back at selective service 
headquarters. In addition, two eve- 
nings a week he handles the public 
address system for local hockey 
games. 





Fitz Goes to Florida 
Detroit, March 11. 





Roy Schaffer to KWK 


St. Louis, March 11. 
Roy Schaffer who was the top hill- 


La Fendrich Cigars is sponsoring 
series of five-minute news broadcasts | 
on WOWO, Ft. Wayne, with Bob| billy at WEW for three years has 
Wilson as commentator. Program | transferred to KWK where he does 
aired nightly. lan early am. program for the Car- 

Troy Laundry has signed for new | son Furniture Co., which sponsored 
transcription series, ‘This Thing | him on WEW. 

Called Love.’ Five-minute record-| Schaffer is a triple-threat man, 
ings dramatize famous love affairs,| warbling, plunking his guitar and 
and are aired twice weekly on WGL. | reading his own commercials, 


| 
pianist with warbler. | 
| 
| 
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... WITH GREAT- 
GRANDPAPPY’S GUN! 


Pra the markets where “game” abounds and gun for it 
duced by NBC Radio-Recording Division and perfectly re- 
corded by high fidelity NBC Orthacoustic.* 

One-minute announcements? A five-a-week, 52-week 


with a 1941 calibre show—expertly conceived and pro- 


quarter-hour show? We can produce them both—from writing, 


casting, production—from script to finished pressing—com plete 
—or in part. 

For a limited budget an NBC Syndicated Recorded Pro- 
gram may be the 1941 model for more sales. ‘‘Betty and Bob,” 
“Hollywood Headliners,” and other sure-fire successes are 
currently available in many markets. Write today and let us 
prove that we have—or can help you build—the high-calibre, 


low-cost show you've been looking for. * Registered Trademaste 





| Leo Fitzpatrick, vice-president and 
| general manager of WJR, and 
| Tomy, publicity director of the same 
| station, left last week for a month at 


|Miami Beach. Mrs. Tomy went 

along. Mrs. Fitzpatrick and children 

| have been there several weeks 

| Florida has attracted both George 

|Trendle, president of WXYZ, and} 
Allan Campbell, station’s general 

rr 


anagcer 


, also 


ATaa! | 
sw@ai | 
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TLL FIND MY WAY’ 

With Phyllis Jeanne, Jack Preston, 
Arch Schmidt, Leonard Sherer, 
Billy Kenton 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 1:45 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


This final of Mutual’s new quartet 
of daytime serials piles on the hoke | 
in moderately skillful fashion and, | 
with added tuning, should garner a 
sizable audience. Like the others in 
the solid-hour group, it’s shrewdly | 
not arrayed against the strongest of 
the commercial serials on NBC or | 
CBS. ‘I'll Find my Way,’ originating 
at WGR, Buffalo, hit the ozone last 
week (3), a week behind its three 
companion shows. It’s scripted by 
Herbert Rice and Joseph Slotkin, 
with the former also directing. 

Introductory spiel for the show is 
kinda pompous. Gal sings a couple 
of bars of ‘Some Day I'll Be Free 
Again,’ followed by a violin theme, 
after which the announcer explains 
that the program tells of ‘the strug- 
gle of a beautiful and talented girl 

-to find happiness.’ He adds that 
‘she faces life bravely, keeping her 
spirit alive by the constant thought, 
*I’ll Find My Way.’’ Yarn is not as 
bad as that would indicate. In fact, 
it’s rather acceptable taffy. Idea isa 
small-town belle’s ambition to be- 
come a stage actress, with her ailing 
father’s failing newspaper an im- 
mediate complication. One of the 
key characters is a cantankerous but 
lovable old printer. And on the 
initia] chapter there was the kindly 
family doctor and a brash big city 
slicker plotting to take over the old 
man’s paper. That takes care of 
everyone but the hero, who’ll doubt- 
less turn up any day now. 

Scripting is reasonably workman- 
like. Show hés clearly and quickly 
planted the main characters, it 
moves briskly through successive 
scenes and the,dialog is pointed and 
sufficiently colored. Phyllis Jeanne, 
the only member of the cast getting 
air billing, is nlausibly eager and 
tremulous as the asniring actress, 
just skimming the edge of overplay- 
ing, but so far not going overboard. 

Jack Preston is believable as the 
aging editor, while Arch Schmidt 
leans a trifle hard on the character 
part of the nrinter. Leonard Sherer 
and Billy Keaton are passable as the 
doctor and city intruder, resvective- 
ly. Show isn’t over-produced. 

Hobe. 


‘OFF THE RECORD’ 
With visiting celebs 
30 Mins.—Local 
KSTP, Minneapolis. 


HOLLYWOOD TATTLETALE 
With Erskine Johnson 
15 Mins.—Local 
NASSOUR SHAMPOO 
Mon. and Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
KECA, Los Angeles 

(Milton Weinberg) 

Pretty much of the same piffle 
that the other tattlers peddle is 
poured into the microphone by col- 
umnist Erskine Johnson twice a 
week as a sales stimulant for a hair 
oil. Gals who devour what they 
read in the fan mags will make up 
his audience. But it won’t woo 





many of them on account of the | 


time. Woiking goils aren’t hanging 
around radio sets at 5:15. 

Johnson's delivery hasn't the sell- 
ing quality and is little more than a 
reading. Herb Allen, who straights 
| for him and spiels the commercials, 
| makes him sound worse by compari- 
son. A mike vet, Allen knows how 
to shade and punch, a technic John- 
| son hasn’t yet mastered. Formula 
| varies little from what Jimmie Fid- 
|ler has done before him. Only the 
| wording and approach are different 
and at times pretty sappy. For in- 
istance, did you know that Hedy 
|Lamarr uses rouge in her nostrils? 
| Another variation is his ‘boos and 
bows’ department, with Charlie 
Chaplin getting chastised for being 
|un-cooperative and Alice Faye 
| lauded for her philanthropy. 
There’s a contest too, and those 
labels or bottle caps better start 
coming in. A dinner at the Para- 
|mount commissary (‘dine with the 
istars’) goes to the gal who writes 
lthe best letter on ‘why I like, etc.,’ 
'and buys a bottle of the hair wash. 
Don’t forget that label, sister. 

Guess he’s no worse than the 
others. Helm. 


— 


| ‘CREATED EQUAL’ h 
With Ed Latimer, Wendell Phillips, 
Michael Sage, Ruth Bartlett, Shelly 





Hull}, Paul Talbot, Paul Weaver, 
Judith Cargill, Sandra Waring, 
David Enton, 

| 60 Mins. 

| Sustaining 


| Sunday, 5 p.m. 

| WNYC, New York. 

| As part of its 26-week series of 
‘Created Equal’ dramas about lead- 
lers of democratic thought and ideals, 
WNYC, New York’s municipally- 
lowned station, offered last week 
this stanza about Mark Twain. It 


| was a fair attempt in view of the | 


| limitations of civil service budgeting, 
but didn’t compare with commercial 
| or network standards. Scripts for 
j}the series, several 


by different 


This show, produced by George | writers, are gratis jobs and the pro- 
Grim, Star-Journal promotion man, | duction is necessarily skimpy. How- 
and aired over KSTP every Sunday | ever, the direction and some of the 


afternoon, abounds in human inter- 
est. In its 30 minute programs it may 
run from strip tease dancing to re- 


ligious endeavors. It is sprightly, 
irreverent, happy-go-lucky and 
amusing. 


Sample of the variety incorporated 
into it is afforded by the particular 
stanza caught. This included Ann 
Corio, the strip teaser, Father Flana- 
gan of Boys’ Town and Lily Dache of 
the chapeaux fame, while also man- 
aging enough time, too, to drag in a 
dog act from the _ International 
Casino Revue at the Orpheum. 

Celebs here for theatre or other 
engagements, or just on visits, ap- 


individual performances were good. 


Louis M. Horowitz authored this 
edition, which was a wavering ac- 
count of Samuel Clemens’ youthful 
|introduction to Mississippi navigation 
until his return to the U. S. as a 
| successful writer and his subsequent 
|marriage. Writing was diffuse, lack- 
|ing a straight narrative 





‘TEST FLIGHT’ 

With Bud Thorpe and Enlisted Men 
Lowry Field, Denver 

Quiz 

ADOLPH COORS BEER 

30 Mins.—Local 

Fridays, 7 p.m. 


Follow-Up Comment 





Those Barrymore boys appeared 
on two consecutive NBC programs 





KLZ, Denver 

KLZ moved into Lowry Field, U.S. 
Army technical flying school with} 
5,500 enlisted men, for a _ novel| 
weekly half-hour of quiz. With half | 
a dozen contestants, competing 
against each other, the quiz is split 
in sections and named after flight 
terms—fledging, dual, blind, bail out 
and check flights. Check flight has 
to do with a technical problem, and | 
one must have had flying training to 
answer. 

Show is built along lines to forego 
stalling. The various flights must 
move on schedule or result would be 
a pancake landing. Questions get 
tougher as program (test flight) 
progresses, and pilots may go into 
nosedive or flat spin at any time. 
With a fish bow] of half dollars at | 
hand Emcee Bud Thorpe pays the) 
prizes as won. 

Whole program is plotted on a 
mythical flying course, say from, 
Denver to Miami, and any contestant | 
completing the full flight grabs the | 
jackpot which increases weekly. To} 
do this all questions must be 
answered by the quizee. 

Program is staged in theatre at the 
field, with 450 attending. Tickets | 
used and rotated so all have chance | 
of seeing show once in 12 weeks. 
Contestants failing, and especially 
those ‘bailing out’ are given plenty 
of razz by their buddies. Anything! 
goes in applause except feet stamp- | 
ing—with a board floor it would 
sound worse than an air raid. 

Credit for writing and producing, | 
from original idea, goes to Derby 
Sproul, production manager of KLZ. | 
Sponsor, the Adolph Coors Co., | 
whose principal product is beer, | 





held to iess than 45 seconds, unusual | 
in radio advertising. Coors wanted 
them even shorter, but the program 
needed’ a break. One plug at the 
start, one in the middle, and merely | 
the name of the sponsor at the end | 
is indeed refreshing. 

Every seven weeks the winners in| 
the previous six weeks will be pitted | 
against each other. This will tend to} 
maintain and build up _ interest} 
among the soldiers and students at | 
the field—a group of men to whom a 
usual type of program would soon be | 
nothing more than a routine pr°ctice | 
flight. Rose. 





line or | the Michigan territory. 
| definite theme. It failed to indicate | quizzer is held on the stage of Co-| 
|why Twain should be considered aj|lumbia Auditorium, 


| WIN, PLACE AND SHOW 

| Quiz Show 

30 Mins.—Local 

| FRANKENMUTH-KENTUCKY 
BREWING 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

WAVE, Louisville 


(Fred M. Randall) 


|} and 


last Thursday night (6) with Lionel 
topping both John and everyone else 
on either of the two shows. Lionel 
guested for Bing Crosby on Kraft 
Music Hall (9-10 p.m.) and John was 
with the Rudy Vallee troupe (10- 
10.30 p.m). 

Lionel was in what is known as 
rare form on script. Called the 
hardest working member of the 
Barrymore clan he said that work 
was just a nasty habit with him. 
Ethel was the talented one. As for 
John—well, John was the greatest 
Hamlet of his generation. He played 
it in Shakespeare’s home town and 
the critics abroad said John’s was 
the greatest Hamlet they had ever 
seen. After that, quipped Lionel, 
there was nothing more left for John 
to do and he’s been doing it ever 
since. The guester then took a poke 
at Bob Burns, saying that portraying 
a character was okay but when it 
came to being a character Burns was 
overdoing it. 

Talking about his famous ‘Dr. Kil- 
dare’ characterization in films some- 
one said Barrymore was so perfect, 
‘I don’t think of you as an actor.’ 
Retorted Barrymore, ‘Neither do I.’ 
Reading of homespun philosophical 
poem, ‘Doctor’s Elegy,’ by Dr. Will- 
iam Rice was a lulu. Further inter- 
changes between Barrymore and 
Burns again gave the radio comic 
the worst of it. “There’s something 
about my songs that sticks,’ said 
Burns at one point. ‘You can speak 
more plainly than that,’ Barrymore 
countered. Reminiscing further 
about John, Lionel also recalled the 
time that a newspaper critic called 
the younger brother a_ celebrated 


diplomatically refrains from vsing | actor and ‘John has been celebrating 
the word beer on program. Plugs! 


ever since.’ 

John was not in such rare (script 
form) on the Vallee program that 
‘followed. Banter with Frank Fay 
was somewhat tepid, and name-call- 
ing didn’t get any further than 
Barrymore's reference to ‘faded Fay’ 
latter calling Barrymore a 
‘legend.’ 





Helen Hayes, by virtue of her tal- 
ent and lustrous personality, par- 
tially redeemed a commonplace 
script on her Lipton’s program Sun- 
day (9) night. Play was ‘The Com- 
stock Queen,’ an original romantic 


| drama of the 19th century west by 
Said to be based on | 


Therese Lewis. 
actual history, it dealt with an am- 


how a man must compromise his 
avocation-ambition to everyday de- 
mands of business, family, etc. Ag 
usual, the guest delivered a sign-off 
plug for Campbell’s soup. That may 
elp sell the product, but it is palp- 
ably phony and in dubious taste. 





_ Frank Morgan’s Munchausen rou- 
tine on Maxwell House last Thursday 
was one of the brightest interludes 
that show’s unreeled in some time. 
Morgan's excellent timing, plus skill- 
ful foiling by John Conte and Mere- 
dith Willson, were unique show biz 
examples in proper line pacing. In- 
cidentally, the ad-lib trailers for the 
Morgan (Wupperman) family’s An- 
gostura Bitters is becoming a set 
libretto. 





Carol Bruce continues to be an at- 
tractive member of the Ben Bernie 
program (Bromo Seltzer, Tuesday, 
NBC) which has recently been re- 
vised in regard to the quiz portion 
and with the addition of Eddie 
Green. The entertainment portion, 
Miss Bruce being a case in point, 
seems somewhat played down at 
| times in order to play up the quiz- 
biz. But this is typical of 1941 radio, 
Just now Green is not fully worked 
into the new formula. 

Instead of studio contestants try- 
ing to identify numbers in musical 
stories (submitted by listeners), they 
now play ‘New Army Game.’ This, 
dealing with all sorts of musical 
questions (dialers asked to Peps. 
starts them off as a ‘private.’ If an- 
swering correctly, quizees are paid 
$1 and advanced to ‘sergeant.’ 
Queries in that rating draw $2 
| awards: as ‘lieutenant,’ $5, ‘cap- 
tain,’ $10, ‘colonel,’ $30. If qualify- 
img as last named, they have a 
chance to win $100 as ‘general.’ 

Money scooping by winners from 
bowl, which claimed old schedule 
and caused much laughter among 
visuals (meant little to dialers), has 
been dropped. 








Gary Cooper, Joan Bennett, Ed- 
ward Arnold, Frances Langford and 
‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ combined 
| were not enough to rescue a dreary 





|attempt at whimsy on the Gulf- 
|Screen Guild show Sunday (9) 
night. It was quite bad. Piece was 


obviously aimed at 
reader type of dialer. It had all the 
|stars playing themselves and, by 
presenting them attending a party 
at Arnold’s home, was supposed to 


the fan-mag- 





bitious Scotch girl’s iron-willed de-| give the listener the vicarious thrill 
termination to gain wealth and | of hobnobbing with the film idols. 
power as a prospector. Piece had | ‘Fibber McGee and Molly’ (Jim and 
movement and plausible develop- | Marion Jordan) were there ostensi- 


ment but it failed to provide suffi- 
cient dramatic scope for an actress 
of Miss Hayes depth and power. It 
rarely rose above the level of a 





Brewery sponsoring this quiz | 
show is a new entry in a Southern 
market, but is well-established in 
This local 


and 


leader or exponent of democratic | have been averaging about 800. Basic 


|thought and gave only dubious hints 
|of his ability as a humorist. It also 
|ignored the evidence, uncovered re- 
j}cently in Twain’s private writings, 


Der era biieich wie oh fe 


pear in ‘person on the show or, if | pered, bitterly critical man, 
that’s impracticable, are plattered | 
for presentation. Occasionally, to 
fill gaps, a local screwball is picked |like the writing, failed to inject vigor 
up and adds his touch to the bit of |into what might have been 
ether sur-realism, which a KSTP |story’s dramatic highlights. Thus, the 
wag retitled ‘Dali in Minneapolis.’ | scenes on the Mississippi packets of- 

On this occasion, Miss Corio pre-|fering juicy opportunities for vivid 
ceded Father Flanagan—probably the | production treatment, were mild. So 
first time a burlesque strip teaser | was the Civil War incident, the Cali- 
and Catholic priest ever have ap- |fornia and Colorado interludes and 
peared together on the same pro- 
gram—and told how she makes strip 
teasing an ‘art,’ studies philosophy 
during her spare moments and acts 
in eastern strawhat summer theatre 
legit dramas during the off-seasons. 
This was edifying and also good for 
some Jaughs. 

The Boys’ Town setup was in- 
terestingly explained by Father 
Flanagan during his platter inter- 
view. Then Lily Dache prophesied 
the winter feminine hat styles. For 
a finisher Al Gordon gave instruc- 
tions in dog training and several of 
his canines answered his 
barks. 


faded away in several vague lines 
by the narrator. 

Mitchell Grayson directed. Ed 
Latimer was acceptable in the title 
part, while Michael Sage and Ruth 
Bartlett registered as a Mississippi 
captain and his daughter, Shelly Hull 





cented Man Friday, 
}and Judith Cargill were lively as 
| Twain’s bride and mother-in-law-to- 
|be and David Enton impressed as a 
Y of |ship’s purser. Wendell Phillips ap- 
queries with | parently didn’t fully appreciate the 
Rees. |function of the narrator. Hobe. 

















DON’T MISS 


ob LT OP NOUse. 


STARRING 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—4:30-4:45 P.M., EST 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction WARD WHEELOCK CO. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 








< | 
Apparently because of inadequate | 
| budget or equipment, the production, | 


the | 


was uneven as Twain’s brogue-ac- | 
Sandra Waring | 


| idea which has been worked out by 
| Graeme Gilmore, of WAVE produc- 
tion staff, suggests the ‘Information 


| Please’ type of quiz, in that there is | 
that he was personally a sharp-tem- | 


a board of experts, made up of Bur- 
|ton Blackwell, Don Hill, of the sta- 
tion staff, and two well-known citi- 
Another board of four per- 
| sons is selected from the audience. 
| George Patterson, program direc- 
the Clifton 


; zens. 


Fadiman 
questions 


handles 
|role, and propounds the 

| sent in by listeners. If the board of 
| experts fail to answer the query sat- 
| isfactorily, it is then passed on to 
the board, of 


tor, 


second made up 


the Hawaiian sequences. In addition, | Selected persons from the audience. 
the yarn had no climax, but simply | 


these likewise 
}ence. Each time the question is 
unanswered, the person sending in 
the question gets an additional two 
| bucks. 


the program, part of it to the send- 
| ers of questions used on the air, and 
distributed to the 
audience in the theatre in a quiz ses- 
sion after the air program is over. 

Program is pulling plenty of mail 
from a wide range of states, both 
north and south, and it’s only neces- 
| sary to send in the questions—no box 
tops, labels, and the like. Nice job 
of production by Graeme Gilmore, 
and while the setup on cash prizes 





'the balance is 


sounds complicated, it works out 
smoothly and entire show moves 
along with few dull spots. An okay 


effort in the quiz show line by a 
local station. 

Commercials are brief, and to the 
point. Hold. 


‘PUT AND TAKE’ 

Quiz Show 

30 Mins.—Local 

McPEAK TIRE CoO. 

Fri., 8 p.m. 

WWSW, Pittsburgh 
| This is another new variation on 
cash giveaway programs. Doesn’t 
pick its quizees frorn the audience 
but lines up a couple of teams for 
the battle of wits. One week, it may 
be three models from Kaufmann’s 
and three from Gimbel’s sparring 
for the silver dollars; the next week 
it will likely be a team of firemen 
vs. a team of policemen, or again a 
trio of columnists from the Post- 
Gazette and a threesome from the 
jun-Telegraph. 

Rather entertaining half-hour. 


audiences | 


miss the answer, | 
| the question is tossed to the audi- | 
| 


A total of $100 is given away on | 


stilted daguerreotype. Elliott Lewis, 
as supporting lead, was a trifle 
| heavy, but Anthony Ross gave per- 
| suasive intensity to the part of the 
| tragic husband. Mark Warnow’s 
musical backgrounds were expres- 
sive. In general, however, the en- 
tire Hayes program lately has been 
disappointingly below the standard 
|to be expected of a prestige series 
with a star of her magnitude. 


Walter Huston gave a technicallly 
rough, but dramatically 





‘Campbell Playhouse.’ Piece was an 
expert adaptation of ‘You and I,’ an 
early Philip Barry play. Noted as 


a slow study, Huston muffed a num- 
ber of lines. yet gave an underlying 
|impression of authority, sincerity, 
understanding of the part and, con- 
sequently, of plausibility. Play it- 
self is an unusually adult one for 
radio, posing the eternal problem of 


‘BLOOD AND INK’ 
With Richard McLaughlin, Andre 

Maurois 
Interviews 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

WEVD, New York 

New series of interviews with fa- 
mous authors is tied in with the 
Bundles For Britain campaign. First 
of the series had Andre Maurois, 
French author, as the guest star, 
with Richard McLaughlin, interro- 
gating. 

Stanza did not impress very fav- 
orably. Questions about literary 
activity in France under war con- 
ditions seemed rather futile and 
academic. Most of the chatter is 
likely to elicit ‘so-what’ response 
from listeners. Questions pointed at 
Maurois about his own writings at 
times took color of a fan or school- 
girl newspaper reporter interview- 
ing a celebrity. Mori, 


| 


effective | 
performance Friday (7) night on the | 


bly as crashers, but were mistaken 
by Arnold for the butler and maid. 
There were many grim attempts at 
comedy lines that must have made 
|the actors squirm inwardly, but 
could scarcely have amused many 
beside the author. Sole redeeming 
spot on the show was a vocal by 
Miss Langford. Agency must be 
desperately hard-pressed for mate- 
rial to use scripts such as this. 





Lucy Monroe and Conrad Thi- 
bault joined ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ on WEAF-NBC Sunday (9) 
night and provided 30 minutes of 
agreeably nostalgic musical comedy 
sentimental ballading. Program is 
smoothly, if unpretentiously, pro- 
| duced and performed. Both singers 
|have pleasing voices and_ style. 
They’re soothing to hear in solo, 
blending in duets or backgrounded 
by the choruses. Show’s formula is 
ito take the listener on a merry-go- 
{round of Manhattan cafes and night 
clubs, with Thibault, Miss Monroe or 
the chorus doing numbers from each. 
Ford Bond reads the Dr. Lyons 
toothpowder commercials as if his 
own molars depended on it. Victor 
Arden is the musical director. 








The Free Company presented Sun- 
day (9) afternoon as the third of its 
pro-democracy series over CBS, ‘An 
American Crusader,’ drama about 
the abolitionist editor Elijah Love- 
joy, by Robert E. Sherwood. Fran- 
| chot Tone and Gail Patrick played 
| the leads and Burgess Meredith was 
| again narrator. It was a powerful 
j}and affecting play, somewhat rigid 
in the scripting, but with overpow- 
|} ering sincerity, conviction and emo- 
| tional wallop. As directed by Irving 
| Reis it mounted steadily to a satis- 
fying climax. Its quote from Dan- 
iel Webster, about how truth will 
| always prevail, and the finale use of 
Lincoln’s words that ‘the govern- 
ment of the people, by the people 
and for the people shall not perish 
from the earth,’ has enormously in- 
flammatory uplift at the present 
time. And that’s the all-important 
purpose of the program. 














Cohen. 
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Coca-Cola Renews 


KDYL; Red Heart 
Dog Food on KSL 


Salt Lake City, March 11. 
With national spot up and local 
holding its own, good conditions are 
not entirely seasonal, since much of 
the new national spot biz is on a 
yearly basis. 


KSL sales and promotion staffs 
both holding meetings this week 
with Edward Voynow concerning 
local and national accounts. 
Voynow is vice-president in charge 
of the Chicago office of Edward 
Petrie and Company. 

Also at KSL, 
supervisor, and Willis E. Groves, 
chief engineer, return from several 
weeks research in the east. Fre- 
quency Modulation received the ma- 
jor part of their attention at WOR’s 
F.M. station, Armstrong’s experi- 
mental station in New Jersey and a 
conference at Ohio State University. | 

KDYL: Acme Beer, through Bris- 
acher, Davis, ‘I Want A Divorce,’ six 
half-hour programs and 110 spot an- 
nouncements; Coca-Cola, through 
D’Arcy Advertising, renewal, ‘Singin’ 
Sam’; Midwest Dairy Products Com- 
pany, through Joe Francom, ‘Speed 
Gibson,’ 52 quarter-hour programs; 
Diamond Shoe Store, direct, three 
quarter-hour programs weekly, 18- 
week contract; U. S. Playing Cards, 
through J. Walter Thompson, five 
spot announcements weekly 


Bottling ‘Company, through R. T. 
Harris, three chain breaks daily. 26- 
week contract. 

KSL: Snelgrove Ice Cream Com- 


pany, 52 fifty-word announcements; 
Brown Floral Company, series of an- 
nouncements and five-minute spots; 
Landes Tractor, 50-word evening 
spots; John Morrell Company (Red 
Heart Dog Food), through Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald, 13 hundred-word 
announcements; Hulman and Com- 
pany (Clabber Girl), through Pollyea 
Advertising Agency, chain break an- 
nouncemnts; Studebaker Corp. 
through Roche, Williams & Cun- 
nyngham, three evening quarter- 
hours per week; Consolidated Drug, 
through Benson & Dall 
morning programs per week. 
KUTA: Home Acceptance C 
pany, through R. T. Harris Adver- 
tising Agency, 52 announcements; 
Radio Service and Refrigeration, di- 
rect, 26 spot announcements; Fed- 
eral Gas and Oil, direct, 100 
nouncements; Porter Walton Seed | 
Company, direct, 100 spots; Clover- | 
Leaf Dairy, through Gillham Adver- 
tising Agency, ‘Superman,’ three 
quarter-hour programs weekly, one- 
year contract; A.A.U. boxing bouts, 
sponsored by the Elks Club. 











| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

March 8 March1 change 

Network 8,112 8,001 +1.4% 
EeOGal ....0. 2,328 2,299 +1.3% 
Nat’] Spot.. 915 829 +10.4% 
ROCA) a ccc 11,355 11,129 +2% 

(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





Rit Dye on NBC Discs 


Chicago, March 11. 


Rit Dye readying a series of an-| 


nouncements to be spotted through- 
out the country right after Easter. 
Agency on the account is the Ear] 
Ludgin outfit of Chicago. 
NBC Recording offices 
the platters, 


here doing 


Mr. | 


Gene Pack, technical | 


a 5 aan | figures on their cash registers, the 
| ter- hour programs, irect; Owa | VARIETY Radio Index, based on 10| 
Roofing Co. 26 announcements, | key cities, shows that the past four | 
| through N. A. Winter agency; Cres- | weeks have been a bonanza as com- | 
|cent Macaroni Co., three quarter- | pared with 1940. 
hours per week, through Walter | From an over-all viewpoint, the 
, : ‘ a , 
Battenfield Co.; Clinton Quick ne |Index shows that within the last 
i rind - participation, Pon oe month business has been 11% better 
atts schreiber program, direct; |than in 1940. While the VARIETY 
General Mills, sponsorship major | measuring system is based on units 
league _ baseball, through ‘ Knox |of time sold, as against the money- 
Reeves; Hilex Co., participation, | yalye of time sold, this difference 
|Helen Watts Schreiber program, | actually means little. Undoubtedly 
ag oe ae oe i |the dollar value to the industry has | 
THO: Smith other Nature 


; Birrell | 


, six half-hour | 


om- | 


an- | 


DES MOINES ACCTS. 


Penn Tobacco on WHO—Hilex Co. 
to KSO 


Des Moines, March 11. 





KRNT: Standard Paint, three 
quarter-hours per week, through 
Meneough Advertising Agency; 


Ungles Baking Co., 30 announce- 
ments per week, through W. E. Long 
& Co.; Iowa Roofing Co. 26 
announcements through N. A. Win- 
ter agency; Associated Serum Pro- 
ducers, 13 announcements, through 
|Fairall agency; Inland Milling Co., 
three quarter-hours per week 
(news), through Son DeRegger & 
Brown; The Staley Co., 52 announce- 
ments, through  Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert. 

KSO: Ungles Baking Co., 





30 an- 
|nmouncements per week, 
E. Long & Co.; American Institute 
(of Business, sponsorship of girls’ 
| state high school basketball tourna- 
|ment, through Meneough Adv. Co.; 
| American Technical Schools, 


Brooder, 
Margulis 


through Shaffer-Brennan- 
three periods of 15 min- 


utes each: George Willard Davis, for 
Waltham Fountain Pen Co., through 
United Adv., one period of 30 min- 
utes each and two periods of five 
minutes; L. Ginsberg & Sons, | 


& Brown, 300 
words 
hed- 


through Son deRegger 
or more announcements, 30 
each, seven a week, floating sc 
ule: Peter Paul, Inc. (Walne 
through Platt-Forbes, 52 announce- 
ments, 200 words each, five a week; 
Penn Tobacco Co., through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, 156 periods of 10 and 
15 minutes each, five a week; Camp- 
bell Cereal (Malt-O-Meal), through 
H. W. Kastor & Sons, 10 announce- 
ments of 100 words each, five a w eek. 


C ‘omparative U init ¢ Count ; | 





% of 

March 8 March1 change 

Network 8,028 8,011 + 0.1% 

Local ree 2,752 +49% 

Nat'l Spot... 2,854 2,929 —2.6% 

Tetal ....-s 13,169 13,692 +0.6% 
(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


SWIFT STEPS 
UP NBC BUY 


Chicago, March 11. 
Swift, which only recently joined 
the rush of the packers to get on the 





radio band-wagon after years of reti- | 


| cence, will jump its NBC-Blue spon- 
pow of the NBC-Blue ‘Breakfast 
Club’ to a new all-time high for day- 
time radio station purchasing. Will 
round up 142 stations for a 
| week ride preceding Easter. 


| until April 12. 

Set through the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency here. Swift uses the 
8:30-8:45 a.m. CST section for the 


i Premium Ham product. 


through W. | 


four- | 
Swift | 
has been using 74 stations, but adds | 
| the additional 68 on March 20 to last | 





(QUICKIE BLURBS 


Hitch-Hikers 





NEWS AND SPORTS 





By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD 


‘Easiest way selling’ with all that 
it may imply in neglect to consider 


cast. 
steady throughout radio. 


CBS and NBC are coy about giv- 


worder, the chainbreak, 


cal sales picture. 


and these tend to be straight war | 
news or sports rehashes. 

The 
business as distinct from the volume 
| that radio is getting may or may not 
|foreshadow difficulties. It is 
| to be theoretical in a business where 
| masterminding often falls flat. 

The radio industry, 
jto never-failing 
sales, 
spring. 





accustomed 
increases in 


Although the simplest 


—has been doused since NBC and 
CBS decided to quit publishing the 


also risen somewhere 
| borhood of 10%. 

The networks showed the big 
upturn in time sales—about 16% 
over 1940.. Local business also indi- 
cated a healthy spurt rising by 
7% National spot, on the other hand, 
exhibited a pretty wishy-washy as- 


gest 


ome 


pect, moving ahead only a measly | 


“ /O« 
Participations 
The national spot picture furtl 

gave evidence of tendencies which, 
in the long run, prove awfully 
sour. For one thing, almost two- 
thirds of all the spot sponsors re- 
ported for the past month are either 
buying announcements, chain breaks, 
time signals, or participations. In 
other words, two out of every three 
sponsors want pee-wee hunks of 
time. And of those sponsors who did 
buy as much as 15 minutes, a great 


many bought news or sports. Thi: 


may 


picture, when pieced together, mean 
simply this—national spot advertis- 
ers are not buying any local shows. 
| They either buy announcements, o1 
|they buy news and sports. But so} 
| far as real local entertainment value: 
| are concerned, they are in complete 


limbo, 

Whether the glowing network sit- 
uation will hold out, remains to be 
seen. Those P. & G. cancellations 


plate, but on the other hand, 
networks have such a flying start 
lover 1940 that it will take a lot of 
|hard knocks before they begin to | 
lag behind the prior year. 

Local business meantime should 
; continue to forge ahead as the gen- 
eral level of activity in local 
kets makes itself felt. A boom in 
this category is not impossible. 

But the national spot picture is 
definitely of dubious quality. 





Charlotte, N. 


He takes a place left vacant by _ 
recent resignation of George Bren- 
ge He comes from WCBS, Spring 
i fiel 1, OU. 


OVER-DOMINANT ? 


Spring of 1941 Is Excellent 
But ‘Easiest Way Selling’ | 
Produces Few Sponsors for | 
Entertainment—Too Many 


programs, as such, is a dominant im- 
pression in this spring’s radio fore- 
Revenue apparently remains 


ing out exact dollar figures since 
Jan. 1, but the hitch-hiker, the 30- 
the time 
signal are over-prominent in the lo- 
Too few sponsors 
are buying entertainment programs 


implications of the kind of 


easy | 


time 
is again riding a skyrocket this | 
in- | 
dex of activity—network time sales 


in the neigh- 


| Robbins) is 
are not a happy thing to contem- | 


the | 


C.—Bob Gregory has | 
joined WSOC here as an announcer. | 





+ 


SUCH-SOLD 





No Silver Dollars 


Buffalo, March 11. 

Buffalo-Rochester ‘Quiz of Two 
Cities’ won't pay off in new sil- 
ver dollars anymore. 

Banks inform WBEN, carrying 
Buffalo end, that so many old 
cartwheels are in circulation 
new ones aren't available. 











BOCK BEER 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, March 11. 





All classifications took a nice jump 
here last week with major national 
swell that 
| count considerably. Gardner Nurser- 


|spot purchases helping 


| ies, starting their seasonal effort, 
bought on both WBAL and WCBM. 


Ward Baking also went into local 
taking major 


market ambitiously, 
commitments on WCAO and WBAL. 
Springtime near at hand, indicated 
by activity by breweries (Bock beer) 
and meat packers (Easter hams). 


WCAO: Ward Baking Co., through 
Sherman K. Ellis, six spots a week 
on the a.m. clock for an entire year; 
Corkran-Hill (packers), through H. B. 
Green, evening spots; 
for Defense First, placed by Time 
Abroad, Inc., 13 chain breaks. 

WBAL: Hulman Co. (Clabber Girl 
Baking Powder), through Pollyea 
Adv. Co., 78 spots; Frank H. Fleer 
(Double Bubble Gum), through 
|N. W. Ayer, 35 spots; Gardner 
| Nurseries, through Northwest Radio, 
12 five-minute programs; Corkran- 
| Hill Packers, 
eight spots; C. D. Heeny Co. 
products), via Jos. Katz, 39 
Sherwood Bros. (gas and_. oil), 
through Van Sant, Dugdale, 118 
spots; Trimont Clothing Co., through 
Emil Mogul, 53 one-minute § an- 
nouncements; Ward Baking Co., 
through Sherman K. Ellis, 312 one- 


(food 
spots; 


minute announcements: Hauswald 
| Bakers, -via Wm. A. Schautz, 202 
spots. 

WCBM: Pabst Beer, half-hour 


| Saturday night programs via Mutual; 
Piel’s Beer, quarter-hours of Boake 
Carter, via Mutual; Gardner Nut 
ies. through Northwest Radio, daily 


er- 


spots; Fulton Family Laundry, | 
through Maurice Azreal, two spots a 
week for 26 weeks. 


WFBR: Noxzema Chemical Co., 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, half-hour 
‘Fort Meade on Parade’: Oakite 
(cleanser), th rous th Calkin & 
Holden, participations on ‘Every 


and ‘Studio Party.’ 


Woman’ s Hour’ 
a Cc omparative U nit Count | 
% of 
March 8 Marchi change 


Network 9,235 9,190 +0.5% 
Local ..... 4,420 4468 —1.1% 
Nat'l] Spot.. 1.855 1,710 +8.5% 
Total ..... 15,510 15,368 +0.9% 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 


CALOX, FLEER 
CINCO BUYING 


Calox Toothpowder (McKesson- 
buying chainbreak an- 
nouncements. Sherman K. Ellis is 
ithe agency. 

N. W. Ayer is lining up min- 
ute announcement availabilities 
Fleer’s Gum and Cinco Cigar. 





| Signs Wall Paper Acct. 
Cleveland, March 11. 
WHK has new contract with New 
United Paint & Wall Paper 
|for weekly news broadcast 
| title ‘History in the Making’. 
McCoy of station’s news staff will 
prepare summary of week’s news 


mare | 


| 
| 
i 


for programs 15-minute Sunday 
night spot at 11 p.m 

Bob Carter has been named pro- 
}gram’s announcer, 


BREWERIES PLUG: 


College Men | through 


| 


| Bent’; Southwest Drug Co., 


through H. B. Green, | 





GENERAL MILLS 
SPONSORS BB 
ON KABC 


San Antonio, March 11. 
Biz continues at an active pace 
here with several rises made in units 
accordingly. Heaviest time buyer 
this week is the Milam Finance Co. 
which is buying spots on several of 
the stations. 


Ray Bright, commercial manager 
of KTRH, Houston, and Neil Barrett, 
general manager of KOMA, Okla- 
homa, were visitors last week at 
KTSA. 

KABC: Dairyland, renewal of a 
total of 39 announcements, through 
Marion Johnson Agency; Milam 
Finance Co., one transcribed an- 
nouncement per day for one year; 
Page and Listing, 30-minute studio 
give-a-way broadcast; Aircraft In- 
dustrial Craft School, 16 announce, 
ments; Muelbach Beer, direct, a total 
of 310 announcements for month of 





March; Becker’s Merle Norman 
Studio, 104 announcements; addi- 
tional quarter-hour for Millers 


Money Program; General Mills has 
signed for local sponsorship of San 
Antonio Missions ball games. 

WOAI: Renewal, Mrs. Bohnet’s 
Bakery, through T. Conroy, quarter- 
hour weekly transcribed show, “This 
Is America’; Milam Finance Co., 
Bernard Brooks, 26 an- 
|nouncements, two per week; General 
Foods for Grape Nuts and Grape 
Nuts Flakes, through Young & Rubi- 
cam, Monday through Friday tran- 
scribed quarter-hour ‘As the Twig Is 
sponsor- 
ship of morning newscast each Tues- 


day, Thursday and Saturday; Perfec- 
ition Stove Co., 


through McCann- 


Erickson, announcements 39 times; 


| Colonial Poultry Farms, direct, three 
|100-word announcements per week. 





| Comparative U Unit Count ‘| 
% ‘of. 

March 8 March1 change 

Network 6,452 6,445 40.1% 
Eee! ois 8,756 8,526 +2.7% 
Nat'l Spot... 1,535 1,537 —0. 1% 
Total .... 16,743 16,508 +14% 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 

WOAIT) 


Norge Refigerator 
Burbs on WXYZ 


Detroit, March 11. 
Adding onto already strong gains, 
Detroit continued to more than 


maintain a good position last week. 
While showing some unbalance with 
a falling off in the national spot 
classification, most of the skid came 

station, the rest either 
time or showing improve- 


from one 
marking 
ment. 
Most of the area’s six stations also 
continued to push ahead in the local 
field, where close to a 3% gain was 
registered on top of the previous 
good weeks. Long-time renewals 
were plentiful during the week and 


reflected a wide variety of business 


| for this major armament center 
WWJ: Bond Stores, Inc., six news- 
casts weekly, Willard Kennedy, 52 


| weeks, thr 


| Wolfe’ Ass 


for | 


ough Neff-Rogow Agency; 


> 
Armstrong Cork Co., ‘Heart of Julia 


Blake,’ quarter-hour three times 
weekly, 52 weeks, through 
B. B. D. & O. 

WXYZ: Norge Refrigerator, spot 
announcements, 7 weeks, through 


ociates; 


Department of 





| Safety Engineering, Curbstone quiz, 
15 minutes, three times weekly, 8 
weeks. 

‘Comparative | Unit Count | 

% of 

March 8 March1 change 

| Network 9,781 9,759 +0.2% 

Local ove 2aeee 12,885 +2.7% 

| Nat'l Spot.. 4,492 4,668 —3.8% 

a: ae 27,502 27,312 +0.7% 

(Included: CKLW, WJBK, WJLB, WIR, 
WWJ, WXYZ) 


Corp. | 
under | 
Ray | 


Boys 


Miller’ 8 Paws on . KARK 


Little Rock, March 11. 
After 10 months as a sustainer on 
KARK, the Stamps-Bradley Melody 
started yesterday (Monday) 
under sponsorship of Miller’s flour. 
Deal calls for six 15-mi 


grams Of religious music 


ry if 
nuce 


pro- 
weekly, 
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VARIET Wednesday, March 12, 194] 
36 RADIO MARKETS RIETY : 
wift Packing Bu 
: : Swift Packing Buys — 
| A C tly Act - 4 KLZ F 
| National Spot Accounts Currently Active | Spots on KLZ For 
_ 
1 . , me « . aX 110Ee- J | Sh 
(According to Report from VARIETY’S ‘Radio Market Cities ) ewe ortening 
. : Denver, March 11. 
CCOUNT AGENCY TIME PURCHASES! John Morrell & Co...... -Henri, Hurst & McDonald...Participations| 4);.-.n8e1d Press buys eight hours 
- 7 \g Hours | John Morrell (Red Heart Dog over KFEL for broadcast of National 
Acme Brewerles....... athens BEUGENEE, DAVE...» +> 005004050004 ; arr Henri, Hurst & McDonald. ..Announcements | 
Bad Browning & Hersey.Announcements | AAU basketball games or local con- 
American Chicle Co.. jeeeus . +» Badger, whing ‘Announcements | National Toilet Co. (Nadinola ion wal ML, feuds oo, 
American Popcorn Co........ Buchanan- PEROUIE 0 650 rth00s Sccctaur Meus RE iE AOE: Roche, Williams & Cunnyng- andl than Ge Sila 
American Safety Razor Co... Federal Adv. - Sigler’ . Boxing oe . | oe RES apa aR dtd Announcements | . 
Armand Co. (shave cream)....Russel M. Seeds... eRe om _ alien Mb. 5.<cxes -_ = «—«- "-SabiGonh ceenneepntoasiis or 5-Mins. | KFEL: Hirschfeld Press, eight 
Armstrong Cork Co..........- LS re shin Lene on 4 S | Nestle’s Milk Chocolate....... ESOn LAVIMBSOR. 6 cb cesccesces Participations | hours; Broadway Dept. Store and 
Bank of America...........-. Charles R. Stuart...... .... Announcements A areas ~All Paramount Boot Shop, through Ted 
Beech-Nut Packing.........-. Newell-Emmett.........-++00- Chain Breaks . ATP eta ta emanate Benson & Dall.Participations, % Hour News, | Levy agency, 300 announcements; 
Benson & Hedges.........++.. Maxon, Inc Pee News % Hours College Men for Defense, through 
Blue Ribbon Books............Northwest Radio......-esseeeeeeeees 5-Mins. a a a re Time Abroad, 13 announcements; 
A. S. Boyle (Old English floor | Participations | SUFAMC® ----eeeeeeeee sevens Franklin Bruck....... iciniiweenes % Hours | Call, through Adrian Bauer, 15-min- 
ER rece picns ose sh ome J. Walter Thompson...........Participa one Sabai CUD. «ssc ss scess Wm. Blair Baggaley.......... Participations ute talks by Norman Thomas, 13 
Bristol-Myers .......---+++e9° Young & Rubicam it aaa meme xe Netrema Milis....... ser agave RN coc xis vsadekannee % Hours weeks; Knickerbocker Buffet, 
Calo Dog Food..........-++++ Theodore BORON. dss ds'vcoeweseas Me a Sieies Gate. ...........0+098 ae Announeements | through R. Y. Reeves agency, 63 
Carnation Co. (ice creal oP, WOMEF ss ++ «000s es00e5 ness a aoe O-Debar Corp. ...cccccscesses Oe le BI icvicccn. + seeds Annour.cements | Spots; Mendenhall Mfg. Co., 52 an- 
Carter PPPOGUWOCS. 2. ccc ccc sccese Spot Broadcasting... ... cece .Announcements | Ee Hays MacFarland PEN Ray A Hours nouncements; Duplers Furs, 15 spots; 
Cat's Paw Rubber Co......... Jos. Hershey McGillvra. Anh i osseeeieaaeneemaanes | OSS rrr errr Tere awe Mach ariend. «200s scccve cases ¥, Hours | Millinery Stores Co., 13 announce- 
Church & Dwight (Arm & iia ite | Packard Motors............... Young & Rubicam.......... Announcements | ments; Gardner Nursery Co., through 
Hammer Soda).......+++++- Brochs, Smilin, Frenen .| Packard Motors.............+. Young & Rubicam.......... Announcements | Northwest Radio, 12 five-minutes; 
Dorrance ....-.+-seeecees Announcements : : : ; “ announcement service to Alpine 
: « 5-Min. News | Dr. Pepper Bottling Co....... pS eee are ot 2 Hours 
Chrysler Corp. (Dodge)....... Muthraull & NVM... sccscscees -} am New ; | Dr. Pepper Bottling Coe........ Santen de Mowies............. «cas. % Hours | Plumbing & Heating Co., Al's Inn, 
eRNnEn avssstveresses sons A ety -h  taleghaelataa aC SOE | Sais MONE: <éssaccssss<cce. ses Sherman K. Ellis..........60..000- % Hours | Reed Motor Sales, Ward’s Rendez- 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ...... Ward Wheelock. ieee REO -Announcements | Siekees Wiser Mt... .<5 ae a. Participations | Vous, Dahvents Fixtures, A. Carbone 
Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ...... Ward Wheelock... ...-Time Signals | ite tines one Aie.......... . + Maes... awitvetedrlonies 4 Hours | & Co., Evalona Dairy, Hutchinsoy 
Colonial Dames (cosmetics)...Glasser-Gailey ...........446- Participations | Penuinr Gelence Publieliine |Pharmacy, H. §S. Lay Studios, 
Colonial Dames (cosmetics)...Glasser-Gailey ....... 25. ceeeeeees .5- Mins. | pple Tee Guidi WANS. koa scescacleaes Announcements | Thompson Bros. Grocery, Palmer 
Consolidated Products...... | freee eaten ak olacsi has 72 Hours Gehten fusion aden tai rs imi... o % Hours | House Florists, Naslund Texaco 
Crasy Water Crystals... ..... ~~ lg eae Ld e meus Rockwood & Co. (candy)..... errr Participations | Service Station, O’Connor Plumbing 
Crowell-Collier Publishing... McCann-Erickson...........+.+++++ 4 Hours | | Royal Crown Bottling i. ae ee Participations |Co., Altman's Apparel Shop and 
Dwight Edwards Co. (coffee). McCann-Erickson .......... ADR OTNOTND | eee Se errr Announcements | Ashton Hosiery. 
Euclid Candy Co...........+. dW. PENG. +++. 96 Seca ve | |W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co........ PRUEOL BE. GORGE. 6 sacs tsiaccese Chain Breaks KLZ: Dotan Coffee Co., through 
Fels & C0, (SOAP). eeeeeeeeeres S. E. —— cceees 4 Hours, Anu yd | iain dt Mention dinmmein ines mic. andes, Eb dante’ « house: 
Wee UP. .-vss0000re00es0008 .. z. Ro <sbe ae Pa tic de tio ad 7 Hours 0 a ee: Yorthwest Radio..........5-Mins., % Hours | Mountain States Telephone & Tele- 
General Baking......... + A tad at Ivey é Ellington. ...Par ae — be Pertcirn Simon & Schuster.............] FOPTR WEEE OGIO. 66.066i ced bea veses %4 Hours | graph Co., 52 announcements; Mac- 
D. Goldenberg (Peanut Nato aang | aa POTTOTTTe Tir fanantic PE Da dese ceessovseses Shaeffer-Brennan & Margulis...... % Hours | fadden Publications, through Ruth- 
Grove Labs. (Bromo Quinine). Russel 4 8 . hahaha decked oxi naan | Sadess Pacific Railroad.,...... a eee Announcements | rauff & Ryan, 14 announcements; 
Hecker Products (shoe polish). eens ty ssintessighalaheibsileeiie Toca | | U. S. Playing Card Co........ J. Walter Thompson........ Announcements | Dundee Clothing Co., through Max 
Hi-Lex Co. ........+.seeeeeeee ones F Sl & Pp . wr te % Hours | | Vick Chemical Co............ Morse International.........Announcements | Goldberg, 104 announcements; First 
aera veg Meat) pio “ Me er ff re . Hours | Waltham Fountain Pens....... Tmted AV... cccccscccvcccncsesvaee 5-Mins. | Industrial Bank, through Ball & 
esol mae 7 ee ENE TNFR 9 esse eveeran sent 2 bc sk... eee eee Bnerman B. BWilis.eciccccccs Announcements ! Davidson, 26 announcements; Swift 
—— ym. H. Wi: 0. (books)....Northwest Radio..... Co ccererereeees 5-Mins.| Packing Co. (Jewel Shortening), 
PEON? jiasceesesvewnoes Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, ..Announcements iw se C ooks o1 Ss a | a Pa Dog Aewonig 8), 
PROMOGE OO. 0 nc secccccscccceces Kenyon & Eckhardt........ me penitent Ohad winween dames 
Belpamalt .....ccccccsscsece Be a) errr yer eta. 4 Hours perenne — ties «op ? 
=. ree --Ruthrauff & Ryan.. : PR Ny en cient ra DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO reste sug sy “ray ed 
ai elt eS alae ae ~ do a pene: reTime Signals TIME LAST WEEK | 156 announcements; Anacond Sales 
0 I AZIMG..cccrsecevecsces a ( x PCLOF. wo eesevccvees é€ ; t} ‘ +t M C wd omuins. 14 ata 
eS ee re Lennen > Mitchell. ....06«. : cam ee Wy rel ee, c rt hen . ~ asda 
Lydia Pinkham Medicine.....-Erwin, OS ee ee nnouncements | } s; = suaeapeon 
Mactadden Publications....... J. W. Pepper..........sceees..2:..:-5-Mins.| STORE CITY TIME PURCHASES) Motor Co., through Betts-Koerber, 
Macfadden (True Story maga- | Bullock’s Dept. Store. .........San Francisco. ......eseeeee Announcements | one spot; ed Food Co., through 
RRP rr er rrr cer Ruthrauf & Ryan... .icccss Announcements | Paris Dept. Store.............Salt Lake City. ...ee..++.+.-Announcements | Stack-Goble, 24 announcements. 
Manhattan Soap Co Mageeuuenéa Franklin Br uck, M% Hour News Powe ers Dept. Store kenae , Minneapolis — Ce” Hours | KOA: Hoover Liniment Co., 
- —— — —— — ——-— - through Wade Adv., 208 announce- 
ments. 
Seeds Inquires For SEATTLE STANDS STILL LOOK M AG | TNE GILMORE OIL VIA KASTOR | —cccparative Ua Count —] 
Web and National Spot Unchanged— % of 
Chainbreaks Available Local Off vy Campaign of Spots on Pacific March 8 March1 change 
Coast Slope a 6 ac 
sll; Network... 8,270 8,245 +0.3% 
To Brown & Williamson Seattle, March 11. . | Leeal...... 4615 4,510 +2.3% 
Very little action among ma. | Gilmore Oil, westcoast gasoline | Nat’l Spot.. 1,802 1,731 +4.1% 
a =" | here the past week. Two of the  aistrib, starts this week with a heavy | yotal ...... 14.687 14486 +1.4% 
Russel M. Seeds agency Has been | categories, network and national campaign of spot announcements in| (Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 
inquiring around for chainbreak an- 


nouncement availabilities in behalf 
of Brown & Williamson. 

B.B.D.&0. formerly handled ex- 
clusively this end of the B.&W. busi- 
ness. 





Southern Radio Features of Dal- 
las has cooking schools series pre- 
sented locally on KNOW, Austin; 
KVWC, Vernon; KCMC, Texarkan; 
KNET, Palestine, and KGKB, Tyler. 


| spot, neither gained nor lost, while 
| local units stayed in the red. 


| | Comparative Unit Count 














% of 
March 8 March1 change 
Network , 6,502 6,502 wre 
BOONE 61.66% 10,935 11,035 —0.9% 
Nat'l Spot.. 795 795 e, 
:, | ene 18,232 18,332 wll 5% 
*No change. 





L.A. Furniture Store Air Plugs 





Outpull Daily Newspaper Ads 6 to 1 ; 





Los Angeles, March 11. 


While local radio cannot take 


heart from the past week’s table of | 


figures, there was onetheless a 
cheering rote f 9m Columbia’s KNX. 
Back in the summer of 1939 Barker 
Bros., 
in the country and one of the town’s 
biggest newspaper advertisers, put 
radio ‘on trial’ with a program 
called ‘Backgrounds for Living.’ 


after 80 weeks of continuous broad- 
casting, but expanded from three to 
four quarter-hours weekly. 

Another test program by the furni- | 
ture house disclosed that radio out- | 
drew the downtown dailies by 6 to 1. 
Not only is Barkers sold on radio, 
but much capital is being made of 


the test campaigns by KNX time | 
| KECA: Monarch Coffee, 65 partici- | 


sellers. 
KNX: Barker Bros., 208 quarter- 
hours of ‘Backgrounds for Living,’ 


through Marion Kyle; Schaber Cafe- 


teria, 13 quarter-hour periods of Bob 
Garred newscasts, through W. Austin 


Campbell; Nestle’s Milk Products, 42 | 
Wiley | 


participations in Fletcher 
combination, through Leon Living- 
ston; John Morrell (Red Heart Dog 
Food), 13 announcements, through 
Henri, Hurst & McDonald. 


KHJ: American Can Co., 13 half- 


hour periods, through Young & 
Rubicam; Broadway Department 
Store, 130 quarter-hour newscasts, 


largest retail furniture house | 


Last | 
week the time not only was renewed | 


| through Lee Ringer; General Foods, | 


|65 quarter-hour periods, 
Benton & Bowles; Union Pacific 
Railroad, 156 announcements, 
through The Caples Co. 

KFI: Armand’s’ Brisk Shave 
Cream, 39 one-minute transcriptions, 
| through Russel M. Seeds; Old Eng- 
lish Floor Wax, 45 participations in 
| Art Baker’s ‘Notebook,’ through J. 
Walter Thompson; 
104 announcements, 
| Wheelock: Baker 
| nouncements, through Sidney Gar- 
| finkel; Hires Root Beer, 26 spots, | 
through O'Dea, Sheldon & Canaday; 
| Reader’s Digest, four one-minute 
| transcriptions, through Batten, Bar- 
| ton, Durstine & Osborn; Flamingo 
| Nail Polish, 150 one-minute tran- 
scriptions, through Milton Weinberg. 


through 


through Ward 
Shoes, 131 an- 


pations in Mildred ‘’an’s ‘House 
| Party,’ through W. B. Ross; Baker 
Shoes, 152 spots, through Sidney 


Garfinkel; Flamingo Nail Polish, 150 








one-minute transcriptions, through 
Milton Weinberg. 

| | Comparative Unit Count | 
| % of 
| March 8 March1 change 
Network . 13,217 13,288 —0.5% 
| Local . . 8,820 8,802 +0.2% 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,276 1,297 —1.6% 
TOeOr s... 23,313 23,387 —0.3% | 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KH, 
\ KNX) 


Palmolive Soap, | 


Chicago, March 11. 


[| Most of the business coming into 


|the local stations at present is an- | 
nouncement stuff, with some occa- | 
sional five-minute periods going on 
| the books, Gordon Baking, t»rough | 
the Barton Stebbins agency, is buy- | 
ing some five-minute periods, as is 
| the Peter Hand Brewing Co. 


Otherwise it’s time signal booking | 
or one-minute announcements. Illi- 
nois Bell Telephone, as are other 
phone companies, is buying a 13- 
week strip of announcements for the 
new classified directory. 

WENR: Illinois Bell Telephone 

0. announcements three days 
weekly for 13 weeks, through N. W. 
Ayer; Gordon Baking Co., five-min- 
ute periods Monday through Friday, 
through the Barton A. S‘ebbins 
| agency. 

WMAQ: Look Magazine, one-min- 
ute announcements Mondays and 
| Fridays, through 
agency; O-Cedar Co., daily an- 
nouncements, through H. W. Kastor; 
| Cleveland Cleaner Co., 50 one-min- 
ute announcements to April 25, 
| through Campbell-Sanford agency. 

WBBM: Peter Hand Brewery Co., 
five-minute period on Saturdays, 
through Mitchell-Faust. 

WGN: Peter Paul Co., 
|news period three times weekly, 
Platt-Forbes; P. Lorillard Co., for 
| Old Gold cigarets, baseball play- by- 
| play every day except Sundays, 
| through J. Walter Thompson. 








five-minute 


Raymond Spector | 





| | Comparative Unit Count | | 
% of 





March 8 Marchl ehange 





Network 9,945 9,945 ee 
| Local ...... 7,010 7,022 —0.2% 
Nat'l Spot.. 11,456 114909 —0.3% 
Total . . 28,411 28,457 —0.2% 
*No change. 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





Bob Kliment Sponsored 


Buffalo, March 11. 
Bob Kliment’s late sports stint on 
WEBR tabbed by Seeberg’s Clothing 
for 26-week stretch. 
Nightly 10-minute 
| direct. 





placed 


shots 





that area through the Kastor agency. 
|Gilmore’s business had previously 
| been placed by Botsford, Constantine 
& Gardner. 

Kastor is also currently doing a 





westcoast spot announcement job 
|for Pierce’s Medicine. 

| 

| Minneapolis, — Johnny Rustad, 


| KSTP announcer, off to the wars. 


Don McDonalds Join KSL 


Salt Lake City, March 11. 

KSL goes on the this week with 
| two new 15-minute sustainers as a 
|result of adding to their staff Don 
McDonald and Ama Lou Barnes, his 
wife, 

She was the voice for one of the 
three little Disney ‘Pigs. 








City of Paris, Dept. 


Store, Signs 


For Series on KGO; Frisco Balmy 





San Francisco, March 11, 
Improvement in weather coincided 
| with improvement in biz last week 
and everything was sunshine and 


smiles here as total network, spot 
and local billings shot upward, with 
KSFO and KFRC showing gains in 





all three classes and KGO-KPO re- | 


joicing over a marked increase in 
local biz. City of Paris, one of the 
major department stores, signed 


with KGO for three quarter-hour | 


programs and five participations in 
the ‘Home Forum,’ fair enough for 
a starter; Bond Stores, men’s cloth- 
ing retailers, inked a KFRC contract 
for. five qua-:ter-hour newscasts 
| weekly, and Foster’s Bakery, oper- 
ating a chain of bakeries anc restau- 
rants, bought a five-minute strip on 
KGO five mornings weekly for one 
year featuring ‘Lotta Noyes at the 
Switchboard.’ ‘Lotta’ is Beth Nor- 
man, wife of Kelso Norman, whose 
agency handles the account. Foster 
employes witnessed a special pre- | 
view of the program at the Com- 
munity Playhouse last Friday 
night (7). 

KFRC: Bond Stores (men’s cloth- 
ing), direct, five quarter-hour news- 
casts weekly; Crowell-Collier Pub- 
lishing Co., throug’. McCann-Erick- 
son, 45 quarter-hour ‘Jean Abbey’ 
programs; Hastings (men’s clothing), 
through Sidney Garfinkel,~ ‘Brain 
| Battle,’ lf-h weekly for 





half-hour 


one ! 


year (renewal); Dr. B. L. Corley 
(medicinal), through Rufus Rhoades, 
52 quarter-hour talks by Dr. Corley, 
starting March 29 from KFRC to 
| KIEM, KHSL, KVCV, KTKC, KDON, 
| KYON, KMYC of Don Lee Northern 
| California net; Purchase Exchange 
| Corp., direct, 52 quarter-hour pro- 
grams. 

KGO: City of Paris (dept. store), 
| direct, three quarter-hour interviews 
with Manoa Rubenstein, five partici- 
| pations in ‘Home Forum’; Foster's 
Bakery (bakeries and restaurants), 


through Kelso Norman, 260 five- 
minute programs, ‘Lotta Noyes’; 
Popular Science Publishing Co., 
through Joseph Katz, three one- 
minute transcribed spots; Gas Ap- 
pliance Society of California, 


through Jean Scott Frickelton, 12 
100-word weather reports and five 
participations in ‘Home Forum’; Sir 
Francis Drake Hotel, direct, seven 
| participations in ‘Home Forum’ and 
28 50-word = Carter Products 
|Co. (liver pills), through Street & 
| Finney, 260 wena transcribed 
| spots. 


| Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 

March’&8 March1 change 

| Network 11,226 11,106 +1.1% 
BOGOR 2... 3,375 3,250 +3.8°% 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,057 1,994 +3.2% 
Total . a6, 6 58 ‘16, 350 +1.9% 
(Included KER K KJBS. KPO 

KSI*O) 
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Musici 


That Claim Reported Made to Draft Boards — 
Leaders Fear Loss of Bookings 


1,900 Off FMP 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Dismissal order from Washington 
clips 1,500 from rolls of Southern 
California Federal Music Project. 
Grand Opera, Negro, radio group and 
a Capella Choir were abandoned to 
meet slashed budget. s 

Units providing entertainment in 
army and navy } Ravy camps are unaffected. 


AFM STEPS INTO 
REYNOLDS-MCA 
ROW 


Controversy arising from Tommy 
Reynolds’ effort to break his con- 
tract with the Music Corporation of 
America is now being adjudicated by 
the American Federation of 
cians. Union officials state no ruling 
has yet been handed down. 

Reynolds claims that his deal with 
MCA is invalid because stipulation in 
contract providing for 20 weeks 
bocking out of 26 weeks has not 
been lived up to. Reynolds contends 
i|that his 10-week booking in the 
Roseland ballroom, N. Y., and other 











Three bandleaders in the spotlight 
at the moment have been called in 
the draft, but so far have evaded be- 
ing mustered into the Army by ap- 
pealing their @ases on unusual 
grounds. Names of the three are 
being kept under cover for fear that 


if the news leaks out and identifies 
them the bookings for which they 
} have been set, some far in advance, 
will be cancelled. If that happens 
and their appeals are then upheld, 
they’ll be left without work as few 
dates can be set on short notice. 

Leaders are seeking to avoid serv- 
ice on the grounds that they are re- 
sponsible for the welfare of the men 
under them, that the latter can be 
construed as dependents. Claim that 
there is no assurance that their mu- 
sicians will be absorbed elsewhere 
if suddenly left leaderless. 

Draft bosses do not distinguish be- 
tween musician and leader. They 
take the attitude any sideman can 
become a batoneer overnight by 
simply gathering a crew and a book- 
ful of stock arrangements. 


University of Maryland 
Costs Bob Chester Open 
Night; A.F-M. Investigates 


Because the University of Mary- 
land refused to go through with} 


3 ; ; | directly with Lou’ Brecker, 
scheduled date for whien i had a) owner. MCA claims that at the time 
contract with Bob Chester’s orches- | 


: it signed Reynolds to a contract the 
tra, the dance committee and Ber- | | leader already had been booked by 
nard Barton, Washington, D. C../ his own manager for the Roseland 
agent, will have to answer to the| ., that, plus the band’s recent Para- 
American Federation of Musicians. | mount | theatre, N. Y., stay doesn’t 


Bernard contracted for the band, in| .ome under the heading of work 
behalf of the college committee, for | that they failed to get the band. 
a hop dated for the past Friday (7). 
Two weeks before then the college| <ion on either the Roseland or Par 
wanted to shift the date to April 4, | gates. 
a night on which Chester was al- | Union officials apparently adopting 
ready booked. | attitude that MCA has to prove that 
When no fill-in date could be set 
for the band for the 7th on such/ of 26 through their offices. 
short notice, the outfit was forced | As far as can be ascertained Rey- 
to lay off. College, disregarding the | nolds has not yet received any no- 
contract it had with Chester, 
to cast around for a band to play 
for it on April 4. College itself can 
only be chastised by the union to the | 
extent of being placed on the un-|the band’s booker. CRA has under- 
fair list. Barton, head of AFM li-| taken to book the crew into the 
censed National Music Corp., can be Famous Door, N. Y., opening tomor- 
severely dealt with. | row night (Thursday). 

















him to stay with MCA. Neither has 
| it officially stated the band was free 
to go to CRA, which claims it is now 





Block 
Musi- | 


UN THE UPBEAT 





Showmanship Represented in 


Development by William 
Morris Office of Will 
Bradley in Under Two 

Years, While Vaughn 
Monroe, First ‘Real Singer’ 
in Years, Also Begins to 


Click 


——— 


NURSED ALONG 


By MORI KRUSHEN 


With youngsters from 16 to 25 in 
the judge’s stand instead of the 


Broadway mob and the critics, four 
dominant groups now determine the 
popularity of a band. When these 
four—the college group, high school 
contingent, 
corn-belters—all signify unanimous 
approval, a Will Bradley hits a num- | 
ber from one to 10 
(WNEW) poll of the most | 
popular bands in the country. It is 
to this awareness of constantly shift- 
ing musical trends combined with 





+ 





| 
| 





jukebox mob and the) 
| siasts who gladly get up anywhere 


in the Martin | 


| Si demen are notoriously free spend- 
} 
ers. 


close personal attention devoted to a | 
'young band in process of develop- 


ment that the William Morris Agency 


|} attributes its success with the Brad- 


dance places was arranged by him | 
the | 


|from the day, 


| Agency says it received no commis- | 


ley unit, Vaughn Monroe, who has 
assumed prominence among the first 
10, and others. 

The saga of a relatively unknown 
(to the public) trombone-player, 
Wilbur Schwictenburg, renamed 
Will Bradley, becomes interesting 
about a year and a 
half ago, when the Morris Agency 
decided to build a bellwether crew 
for its band department. Schwicten- 
burg was selected for his appearance 
and ability. The first step was to 
change his name to Bradley. Next 


'step was to get a good drummer and 


| Detroiters 
| Reynolds got 20 weeks bookings out | 


Ray McKinley, formerly with Shaw’s 
and last with 


Dorsey, was added. 


'and Freddie Slack, also with Dorsey, 


as a nucleus the next problem was 


| . ° 
| musical arrangements. Leonard Whit- 


began | tification from A. F. of M. obliging | 


| 


ney was brought from the Coast 
with salary guaranteed by the Mor- 
ris office. There were other ar- 
rangers as well. 
During the incubation period Wil- 
lard Alexander, of the 
(Continued on page 40) 











Jimmy | records and sells hot platters, 


With these two | 


| Too, 
| better 
lof their art than 


|and keep their art pure. 


'go a long way. 


| York, but another is to begin Sunday 


| mentioned above. 
|at $1 per admission, 
| shuttered 52d 
| Society’s 


Phonovision Sets Seven Bands, Trio 
For Series of Coin-Machine Clips 





Hank Linder Heading 
Consolidated in Chi' 


Hank Linder, recently with the 
Gus Edwards office in Chicago, has 
become head of Consolidated Radio 
Artists’ Chi office. He shifted to 
new_spot Monday (10). 

Linder replaces Bob Ehlert, who 
went over to the Wm. Morris agency. 


JAM SESSIONS 
BUTTER BREAD 
OF SOME 


Jam sessions—hot jazz_ get-to- 
gethers for the benefit of enthu- 











from 50c to $1.50 to listen to some 
of the brightest idols in the mu- 
sical world swing out-—are often life- 
‘savers for musicians out of work. 


As a result, when they hit 
a spot between jobs, they’re broke. 
it’s often true that some of the 
instrumentalists think more} 
business. Some 
would never taint it by working with | 
big commercial bands, thereby keep- | 
ing themselves in ‘scratch. They | 
would rather exist hand-to-mouth | 
So the ses- | 





sions, which pay union scale ($14) | 
Of course, many 
of the players are hooked up oy: | 
big outfits and only attend for enjoy- 
ment they derive. 

Currently there is only one such 


session being run weekly in New| 


| 





(16) at Cafe Society’s Downtown 
branch. One which has been run- | 
ning is operated by Milt Gabler, of 
the Commodore Music Shops, who | 
an- 
other form of income for the men | 
He puts ’em on, 
in a recently | 
street nitery. Cafe | 
shindigs will run three | 
hours and also get $1 per entry. 

Up to a couple weeks ago there | 
were three sessions operating in N. | 


| Harry Morrissey 





Phonovision, the Sax-Orsatti set- 
up, last week made its first whole- 
sale booking for recording talent for 
its coin-machine clips. The deal, 
put through by General Amusement 
Corp., involves seven bands and a 
vocal act. Each reel as put out by 


this soundie outfit contains eight 
clips, so that each of the GAC units 
will appear once in the eight reels 
which Phonovision will make with 
them. 

The units booked and their regu- 
lar phonograph record alliances are 
Artie Shaw (Victor), Larry Clinton 
(Victor), Al Donahue (Okeh), 
Bobby Byrne (Decca), Johnny Long 


(Decca), Mills Bros. (Decca) Lani 
McIntire and Art Jarrett. Phono- 
vision is also lining up singing 


singles with phonograph record and 
radio reputations. 


Bobby Byrne’s Raleigh 
Program to WEAF, N.Y., 
From Syracuse U Gym 


Bobby Byrne’s band, which has 
been doing a weekly Friday eve- 
ning Raleigh-Kool ciggie commer- 
cial (heard locally only on WEAF, 
New York) from stages of various 
theatres around the east, will air 
this week's (14) broadcast from the 
gym of the University of Syracuse 








| while playing a prom. 


Piped into WEAF at Byrne’s ex- 
pense. 


‘BILLED IN THREE 
PLACES SAME NIGHT 


Boston, March 11. 

Odd booking situation has Ruby 
Newman billed in three different 
colleges at Cambridge, Mass., on the 
same night (14). However, he will 
personally appear at Sargent College, 
in Sargent Building. 

His assistants Sammy Eisen and 
(former Leighton 
Noble sax player) will respectively 
lead units at Radcliffe Junior Prom 








| Y. Gabler’s, one at Le Ruben Bleu, | at Agassiz House and Harvard Law 


Morrisiand another in Greenwich Village. 


| Two latter folded. | 


Schoo] 


Junior Dance at Phillips 


Brooks House. 


THE JUKEBOXES AND THE NEW SHOWMANSHIP 


that a\way. 
to p/. 


the coin 
Out of the old 
ope be- 


The American 5c was 
created the motion picture industry. 


nickelodeon before World War I the kinesc 


piece 


That's 





Opera at the Met in New York is scaled up 
for one seat at one performance. 


enough to make a new band because of the nation- 
wide coverage afforded. 





came the motion picture of today. 

Again the humble nickel is the foundation of a 
great popular form of entertainment—the jukebox 
Few would dare predict the exact or final outcome 
of this new development. But it would appear that 


the jukebox, like radio, is here to stay. 


The jukebox is based on a sound principle of 
popular entertainment—giving the greatest possible 
number of persons a form of amusement at the 
smallest possible charge. The jit is the one coin 
that all can squander for public fun. 





People always provide their own public amuse- 
ment at prices they can afford. The legitimate 
Stage lanquishes because it cannot or will not bring 
its admissions within reach of the hoi polloi. When 
there was ten-twent-thirt melodrama, even 75c 
dramatic stock, the legitimate theatre meant some- 
thing to the masses. Today it means nothing. 
There’s a 40c film biz and a boxtop radio biz. 
Opera is, at the far end of the entertainment scale, 
just a word, a vague hint of obscure elegance far 





Just now the statistics and the economics of juke- 
boxdom are somewhat uncertain. Estimates are 
anybody’s with plenty of zeroes floating around 
loose like pet tg in summer. The nickels add 
oP fast and to huge totals. The — is possibly 

75,000,000 a year right now out of 300,000- 400,000 
eachinae. The new show-biz- heen on-jitneys is 
spending $10,000,000 a year on paonagreps records 
and has $100,000,000 tied up in the players at $345 
to $395 each. 

Increasing importance of jukeboxes in the popu- 
larities and the tortunes of dance orchestras is evi- 
dent. It’s now a vital aspect of the orchestra’s 
career problem. 

Yet the mechanical phonograph jukebox indus- 
try only started in a small way about 12 years ago. 
Just a few hundred machines, 1,000 at the outside, 
were in use throughout the country at that time. 
Today, aside from the big coin receipts, the juke- 
box has become a powerful factor in establishing 
new orchestras. Glenn Miller, Orrin Tucker, Ink 
Spots, and Jimmy Dorsey, to name a few, became 
big monev bands partly or largely because of the 
vogue they created in the jukebox field with vari- 
ous recordings. One hit on the jukebox circuit is 


Manufacture of jukebox equipment is virtually 
concentrated in the hands of five big companies— 
Seeburg, Mills, A.M.1., Rockola and Wurlitzer with 
a few smaller manuiacturers splitting a small frac- 
tion of the market. Distribution of machines is 
also controlled by a dominant handful of jobbers. 

Jukebox operators usually deal through a middle 
man or jobber in buying records, paying 24c for the 
35c discs. But the most important service afforded 
operators by the jobbers is in the selection of num- 
bers. The jobber performs the function of a booker, 
in this ¢ case ea, or booking the bands 





Here, with the distributor-booker, the business 
man-turned-showman, lies great influence. Through 
their week-in-week-out operation of jukeboxdom the 
jobbers acquire what must pltimately become—if it 
is not already——a vast, practical, experience-verified 
knowledge of what people like. 

What people like—w hich i is guessing raised to the 
rank of an art—is somewhat loosely but acc ‘urately 
known as showmanship. Ona stage. In a broad- 
cast studio. On spools of celluloid. Or in juke- 
] OxXxesS, 


FROM SCRATCH TO BIG COIN 


ians As Dependents of Leaders? 9 NEW BA BANS 
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Britton, $17,000, Calloway, $14,000, 
Byrne, $15,000, Good in Vaudilmers 

















Band Bookings 


Bill Bardo, March 17-19, Plymouth 











White Weekend Produces Gloom 





Hefty blizzard which disabled movement up and down the middle 


theatre, Worcester, Mass. , eastern seaboard last Friday (7) night played hob with one-nigh: 

‘ wilt Bradley, March 28, Chicago} promotions. Bookers claim it resulted in the sharpest blow at single 

| theatre, Chicago. date business in years, not only on the night of the storm, but on 

(Estimates for This Week) Campus Best-Sellers | Bobby Byrne, March 15, Sunny- Saturday and Sunday dates. Roads were so clogged, especialiy in 

Milt Britton, Chicago—(State-Lake brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 16, County the outlying sections, that potential admissions didn’t even bother ty 

theatre: 2.700; 28-44). With Patricia —_——_ _ Center, Wh te Plains, N. Y¥.; 17, Ma- venture out. And they look for the b.o. blackout to continue for a 
Ellis, and ‘Invisible Woman’ (U). (HARVARD) | sonic B., Highland Park, N. Y. couple of more days at least, until roads are opened up 

Nifty $17,000 in sight, due to well- | Cambridge, Mass., March 11. | Al Cooper’s Savoy Sultans, March Sunday, Monday and Tuesday dates, however, are not much to 

balanced pull of stage and screen. | Six best-selling records at 117. Two Spot Club, Jacksonville, worry about. Business is usually flat then anyway, in fact most spots 

Bobby Byrne, Cleveland—(Palace music stores around Harvard Fla.: 19, New Sunshine Club, Or- don’t even operate those nights. It was the ruining of Friday and 

theatre: 3,700; 30-35-42-55-66). With University: |lando, Fla.; 21, Windsor Club, Fort Saturday business that hurt most. One of the largest ballrooms in the 

‘Four Mothers’ (WB) on screen. 1. ‘Frenesi’ (Artie Shaw). | Lauderdale, Fla.; 23, Harlem Square east Sunnybrook, at Pottstown, Pa., cancelled out entirely Saturday 


Film took a bad rapping from the 
so Byrne is almost entirely re- 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 


(Dinah Shore). 


| Club, Miami, Fla.; 23, K. of P. Hall, 
| Waycross, Ga.; 26, Top Hat Hall, Al- 


night. 
of any other spot closing entirely. 


It had Newt Perry's Yale Collegians booked. There's no record 











rix, 
e pose et for the strong $15,000 3. ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). bany, Ga.; 28, Frazier’s Park, Au- = 
- which is rolling in. On the whole, 4. ‘High on a Windy Hill’ (Will burn, Ala; 30, Top Hat Club, At- 
e the orchestra's pull is frankly much} Bradley). lianta. Ga: April 1, Cumberland . 
4 heftier than the theatre had antici- | ‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ (Jimmy | Arena, Bristol, Va.; 2, Arena, Beck- 00 all acl { oston 
3 pated. Some of the draw, however, Dorsey and Joe Reichman ver- | ley, W. Va. , 


BR ers BD: 


Me 
- 


must be credited to drummer Dick | 
Farrell who ence had a band of his 


what the house usually does with a 


sions). 


‘There I Go’ (Vaughn 








| Del Courtney, April 11, 


| Motors Aud., Detroit. 


General 


Lake theatre 


Hop; Ellington 


$2,000 In 2 Nights 





4 own — under the name,| Monroe). | Al Donahue, March 14-15, Totem 
3 Dick D'Nar, (B Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 
 % ‘. i . > ~ a oston P ww 

. Py ary 39-44-55) With | Saxie Dowell, April 15-20, Tune- 

é > - * “ vue bd mcsen, 2 + O11ie 

; ‘Meet the Chump’ (U) on screen, hate vt hese re a 1 (Estimates) 
7. Very flashy $14,000 indicated, sec-| | Duke Ellington, March a bey "8. Count Basie (Paris B., Milwaukee, March 4). Basie flattened record for 
e ond-best gross this week in the Hub | bia theatre, Long gins 91.98 co. this spot with $1,600 dancers at $1.10. At U. of Nebraska on March 7 band 
oe first-run sector, and nearly twice | BOOKS HAMID S Miramar B., “ae et City: 26 21, drew good $1,050 at $1.65 a couple with no local ballroom competition 
ie at Lax ' 


tebe 


of? 


“” Bo Bees Ps ‘wa : 


¥ 





dual-bill policy. Bulk of the credit 
goes strictly to Calloway, since the | 
film is not capable of getting any- 
where near that figure. 





After | Consolidated Radio Artists has ac- | 
March 17 this house will play vaude | quired 


the exclusive booking of 


Egyptian theatre, Ogden, Utah. 

| Ella Fitzgerald, March 14-19, Hipp 
| theatre, Baltimore. 

| Cecil Golly, March 17, four weeks, 
Dishler-Wallace hotel, Columbus, O. 





Bobby Byrne (Waldemeer Park, Erie, Pa., March 6). 


Byrne's gross of 


$671 was fair, about even break for promoter. 


Tommy Dorsey (Totem Pole B., A 


uburndale, Mass., March 5). Dorsey 


cracked all midweek records here with capacity 3,200 admissions at $1.10. 
Leader took out $1,919 as his end. Usual tariff here is $1.35 a couple, but 


increased for Dorsey's stand. 


seven days a week, changing the bil l Hamid’ s Million Dollar Pier, At-| Erskine Hawkins, March 14-20, Re- Duke Ellington (Uptown B., Portland, Ore., March 4-5). Two midweek 
at the half-way mark. Currently | Jantie City, which uses 10 weeks of ga} theatre, Chicago; 21-24, Grand | nights gave Ellington 2,500 admissions at 85c a head Gross, good $2,000. 
vaude is carried four days as a norm, | bands during the summer. General | theatre, Evansville, Ind.; April 4-10, | Benny Goodman (Statler hotel, Boston, March 7). Playing M. I. T. 


with a full week thrown in here and | amusement Corp. had the job last 


there. 


| year. 


Season will open 


Tommy Dorsey, Baltimore — (Hip- | using Van Alexander’s reorganized | 
podrome theatre; 2,205; 15-28-39-44- | outfit that day and on the 29th. 


55-66). With ‘Saint in Palm Springs’ 
(RKO) on screen. 


is not indicative of Gordon's actual 


Film is strictly a | Tony Pastor, June 30; Teddy Black 


Following dates are all full-weeks: | 


June 28, | 


| Palace theatre, Cleveland, O. 


Ray Herbeck, March 28, Orpheum 
| theatre, Minneapolis; April 2, Lyric 
| theatre, Indianapolis. 


Earl Hines, March 24, Palmetto 


’| Park, Augusta, Ga.; 26, Armory, Dur- 


| ville Electric Co., Nashville, Tenn. 





prom, Goodman collared capacity 900 collegiates at $6 couple for $2,700 


gross. 


Erskine Hawkins (Armory, Danville, Va, March 9). 


Okay 449 hoppers 


and 321 watchers at 75¢ and $1 showed up for Hawkins’ stopover. Grossed 


$693. 


Johnny Long (Metropolitan theatre, Providence, R I., March 7-9). 


De- 


ogre bangu 19,000 = : » Oke é , k 
ee. so Shor Pvencsoet July 7; Gray Gordon, July 14; Teddy lham, N. C. spite heavy snow Long and Bill Robinson, tapster, reeled off socko $7,000 
hinges en irely on Dorsey. 81 Pow ell, July 21; Little Jack Little, | il oc in three-day weekend run. 

Saturday’s snowstorm slowed the July 28; Tommy Reynolds, Aug. 4; | Pate 4 oe. March 28, four Jimmie Lunceford (Harvest Club, Beaumont, Tex., March 3). Gate spun 
town to a walk, a house record was Mal Hallet, Aug. 11. Two more weeks, Baker hotel, Dallas. 900 times here for Lunceford at $1.50 per revolution. At Library Aud 
established at this spot the next | weeks, up to the end of the season Claude Hopkins, April 15, Palace! san Antonio, band got big $1,500 with 1,800 at 99c. y Aud, 
a raging : |immeditaely following Labor Day, | theatre, Stamford, Conn. | Johnny McGee (Castle Farm, Cinn., March 8). McGee's initial try here 

Gray Gordon, Minneapolis — (Or- | have still to be filled. Inkspots, March 21-27, Wisconsin | resulted in satisfactory $850 gross. Spot is suburban nitery with $1 50 

pheum theatre; 2,800; ey _ —_——— _ ‘theatre, Milwaukee; March 28-April | minimum charge. . 
Jane Froman, and ‘Hudson's Bay’ | 3, Fox theatre, St. Louis; April 4-6,| Ruby New 
: 2. ’ 1eatre, . Louis; é | y Newman (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., March 7-8). New- 

(20th) on ae en yeort E. A. ae on Is hae Orpheum theatre, wage Iowa; | man got fair 1,600 turnout Friday at $1.35 couple re $1,080 but fol) a ng 
$10,000, fair for Minneapolis, an 7-8, Orpheum theatre, Madison, Wis.:| night only 1.06 nein tel : ihre casastedagt 
the credit belongs about equally to | As Fake Dance Promoter an” Meeeaaae > ast arg Secadeed | oo only 1,000 barged through snowdrifts at same price for gross of 
the film, Miss Froman, and Gordon's | eee - " — Ill. ‘ es ’ — ; z 
outfit. On the other hand, this gross Spertanburg, S.C. March It, | . ' — may Hobie (Palace theatre, Ft Wayne, Ind., March 7-9). Excellent 

| FE. A. Snyder, 51, charged in war- ~ 9 Kinney, oo 24-29, Nash- | $5,865, with strong opposition from basketb: 

§ Opp m etball. 

| 


potentialities, because Minneapolis is 
undoubtedly one of the 
spots in the entire U.S. As an ex- 
ample of Minneapolis’ status at the 
foot of the money ladder—all the 


worst b.o, 


| tives 


rant with being fake dance promoter, 
was arrested and jailed here. 

Lodge officials, although victim- 
ized, made good on all pasteboards 
peddled by Snyder and representa- 


| Ted Lewis, Saal Grove B., 
Manteca, Cal.; 22, Sweet's B., Sacre- 
mento; 23, Sweet’s B., Oakland; April 
2, Golden Gate theatre, San F. 


' P] 


Terry Shand (Raymor B., Boston, 


saymor 


at usual scale drew $660 take. 


March 4-6), 
| 550 in each of three days for fair gross of $780 
| Friday (7) Shand, coupled with local George Marshall in twin 
band got okay 1,660 at same prices for $996. 
George Harris in same spots Saturday 


Shand got 350, 400 and 
Admission 55¢ and 65c. 
taymor- 
Coupled to local 
(8) take was hurt by storm; 1,100 


first runs in that burg took in a ‘to protect the good name of| Ray Noble, April 4, Memorial | 
bare $32.000 this week, which is | Ur organization. Union, Madison, Wis. Tommy Tucker (Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, Conn., March 9). Coupled 


$6,000 less than the Chicago theatre 








Joe Reichman, April 4-6, Coronado 











to comedian Henry Armetta, Tucker 


got fair $2,500 from 5,300 customers 











| 
See ee 
£ a a | ‘ = —— * 
(in Chi) alone was able to amass. Ep P lla k R A ti \theatre. Rockford. II. | at 44c-55e. Storm hurt, 
That gives a rough idea of how bad en Fr o1uac e-ACcTIve , ; my ioe ee ee : 
einiiitions ore in the western ball | Leo Reisman, March 15, Sweet's | ‘ 
C ons a ] ine re : € . . . ’ - . “tininlar . 
oa = > Parsi | |B., Sacramento; 16, Sweet's B., Oak- | bers, the brass, particularly Dun-|! be cut to meet the requirements of 
: ye Chicago, March 11. | land. | hams trumpet, is inclined to scream this spot. When it leaves, the instru- 
Sammy Kaye, Louisville — (Rialto With his coast law problems about| Eqay R hands 0h. Seaibe | too loudly. It’s not always in evi-! mentation will be upped by the ad- 
theatre; 3,400; 15-30-40). With ‘Mur-! straightened out, Ben Pollack is! nant y P Pit nge ware Sh) 2 4 1ie- | dence, however, therefore not a| dition of more brass ¥ 
; : . enilhet - S" ty hate ack bach hotel, Kansas City; April 11, | really objectionable point. In break- Frank Bond handles | , es 
der Among Friends (20th) on! readying to get back into the orches- Pipa t 3ond handles lyricing, 1 
screen. Splendid $10,000 expected, | t agp hers, . ack 1 | he orches- | two weeks, Claridge hotel, Memphis ing the pace, the outfit drops to a' fine style. His voice fits the band’s 
; n N 1en¢ a XD ‘ -- , > S S asker - on “43 . ‘ 1.6 aty ~ . : ’ 
gl ne me go > P as ra stride. Has ju t asked for _and Slim & Slam, March 21, Cafe Du- level which allows the header to | work easily, Wood 
W uch Spells DiacK 1n lt tne pace obtained his release from the Gen- bonnet. Newark. | break out his sock toned, ‘lear bell ° 
continues another two days. Kaye | eral Amusement agency and is now | Pinky T li April 4-5, Cor | | eenpereng s om te trombone. LIONEL Hi \MPTON’ S ORCH (16) 
was undoubtedly booked in here to’ dickering with both Music Corp. of , inky tomlin, ¢ pak “9, ~~ oe are not many sweet tunes in| Grand Terrace, Chicago 
1 *. , ‘ > oO »Le - ’ « 
break the Lenten b.o. jinx, and he’s America and the Morris agency for | theatre, Rockford, IIl. | the band’s books at the moment due} Another Benny Goodman -bands- 
accomplishing the task very well.! representation. | Paul Whiteman, March 17-18,| to the fact they’re not needed here | man has graduated to baton his own 
Film is not a hefty grosser, but is} Indications are that Pollack wil] | Florida theatre, Jacksonville; 19, U. — the Sones ban’ of the music| aggregation, Lionel Hampton has an 
: | 7 . . 2 a] ‘ | 3 re its di 
doing better than usual here be- wind up with Ed Fishman and the of Alabama, Tuscaloosa; 21, Memo- | rea ge Be ae ot hits, but hogy ll have outstanding colored orchestra, 4 
cause one of the principals, Mar-| Morris office. Now on the Coast, the | Tial Aud. Chattanooga, Tenn.; 22,| punham’s cn gts y. 4 he bo | group which may and should become 
jorie Weaver, is a local gal. Word-| plans call for some one-niters to| Palmetto theatre, Columbia, S. C.;|rangements don't do it ’ Moe a | one = the top musical groups in this 
ie . . ~ : ou 
of-mouth on Kaye’s outfit is good. | bring Pollack back east. | 24, Carolina theatre, Charlotte, N. | commercially. ad 
Tony Pastor, New York — (Para- - g 28-29, VPI German Club, Blacks-}| This is the outfit which has as a} PMs b= Hg tae as a 
ea ana ae . ’ isician ¢ andleader is indi- 
nount theatre; 664: 35-55-85-99) | burg, Va. mem . > mt , ; 
md atre; 3,664; “4 90-85-99 ). Ray E Bloch | on Discs | g . ber the much discussed 16-year cated by the business he has turned 
With Ella Logan, Ben Blue, others, mt tenor man, Corky Corcoran. He in at the southside nitery, a nitery 
on stage and ‘Lady Eve’ (Par) on Ray Bloch, staff conductor at CBS’ | m | Plays a whale of a solo ~“* with | which has been a loser for several 
rp. : oe ok { A y ° . S) c - r - 4 S 
screen. Grossed $38,000, good, on! New York studios. has been signed to Band Reviews | arently Sang little liking out ap-| years and which was dark until re- 
second week ene last night} make popular records for Columbia | He should get acaain toa ith sweet. | lighted for the Hampton engagement 
(Tues.) and begins final semester to- | Records’ 50c label. He'll use the CBS | melodies. Po “+ t with sugary | Hampton’s group is excited and 
day (Wed.). Picture doing most of | studio ban d he directs on variou: | preciation Tt oe o uld ym effervescent. They would rather play 
e Set i 1 ae { l c S — inn . - < Nis £ > s r } > 4 aes 1 ‘ 
the drawing though stageshow is not | broadcasts. Contract is for one year SONNY DUNHAM ORCH (14) | better and he then sould — = © | than eat, according to the way they 
th = elageosi VW > t i ( ] al Ss { » »C si . | ‘ . 4 wo ‘ } x ~ ; + 7 
to | lisregarded a ’ a oe With Ray Kellogg, Corky Corcoran | yajyabje a de MOTe | rin into their jive. They can stay } 
ee and will take effect within the next Roseland Ballroom, Brooklyn | valuable to the band as whole m the bandstand for hours at a8 
Joe Reichman, New York—(State | Couple weeks when the band begins This outfit is ‘Sonny ‘Dunham's | nie? Kellogg, tall and “making a atretch and evidently enjoy thor- 
theatre; 3,400; 28-44-55-75-$90-$1.10). | Tecording. fourth or fifth attempt at leading his | goes cn well. handles vocals. He| oughly every minute of it. The boys 
With Block and Sully, plus unit of Raymond Scott made platters for} own band. He now has a group that | . soe Wood. | lik e to clown around among them- 
f “ite ye: ‘GC i ’ un > S taff con- f sach ¢ r ine level j siven | . se] i th ge such @ 
songwriters on stage; ‘Go West Columbia when he was a staff con- | may reach a prominent level if given JERRY W: smarinae . elves musically and they get su E 
(M-G) (2d run) on screen. Busi-| ductor at C BS. Scott has since put the opportunity and if all goes well, With frat teal arene Cie) | bang out of their musicz al duties that 
ness very slow here this week at | together a regular dance band and and the chance is supposed to be| this enjoyment is imparted to the 


no more than about $18,000. Marx 


continues to record for the company. 








stand at Frank 


| Dailey’s Meadowbrook. 


forthcoming via a 





Childs Spanish Gardens, New York 
Sweet group serving up good 


customers, 


Bros. picture disappointed on_ its | | Dunham is the combo trumpet- | @ancing tempoes, Jerry Wald's Some | escheat — ey Ease ste 
first run date at the Capitol, N.Y.,| Harry James hopped train to Dal-| trombone player, a rare guy inas- | ination has a future. It may not be | roupe in caiman Hampton uses 
and also has been generally weak , las, Texas, Monday noon (10) to visit; much as few trumpeters make good | 25 bright as some of the more ex- | ~ ae pio Rhee and <i a electric- 
out-of-town. | his newly-born (3) offspring. He re- | trombonists and vice versa. He was eo, manned multi-pieced out- | ally amplified. The fiddles give the 
Jan Savitt, Indianapolis — (Lyric turns to New York City on Saturday | outstanding in the Casa Loma group oo kroil wy for a toe-hold on a/ entire band a softness and clarity 
theatre: 1,900: 25-30-40) With Morning (15), -vhich necessitated | @ few years back. Gathered his cur- | P@MXTo ut the group is very satis- | which is neat and graceful. And yet 
ia? Dae ’ cancelling several adiind q | rent outfit on the Coast last summer. | £¥ing as it _{s and should build &i when it comes to banging out the 
Flight from Destiny’ (WB) on Canceling s » ree on | Into the Roseland for a one-week | following. In this spot for several | , thm thi lo tep back, 
screen. Tally is $9,000, fair. Film | t'anscription dates. Mrs. James iS | trial and is staying 10. months now it’s to stay indefinitely. | but psi ~y oy gy thew. with 
apparently is no help, being pretty former Benny Goodman _ singer, | Dunham's horns are leading a hard Wald is a clarinet playing leader, | strictly ‘alien dugtains. 
heavy for the patrons of this house. | Louise Tobin. | hitting, clean playing setup of four | at the head of a setup composed of | Hampton himself is top-notch at 
Savitt, therefore, gets almost-all the | —————_- | excellent saxes, good brass team of | five saxes, two trumpets and four| the vi ibraphone. He is unquestion- 
credit. theatre: 3,700: 25-40-60). With An-| | three trumpets and two trombones | rhythm. Outnumbering sax team, of | | ably No. 1 man in that spot and 1?' 
Raymond Scott, New York —/ drews Sisters. and ‘nen ie ailite and a solid, but never intrusive set of | course, labels the band’s style for} more music out of the instrument 
(Strand theatre; 2,767: 35-55-75-99).| Me’ (M-G) on screen. Piling up al ipo ned nm: Outfit gets off its| this spot. On paper the quintet of | than was ever built into it. But not 
With Giesebees Blonde’ ptt _ oi uaa . Ing up a shaded, neatly tailored arrangements reeds seems to be topheavy. In use! only does he rip off a load of stuf 
lisks om gunn sco heater vast $ 2,000, despite snow, blizzard, with enthusiasm and drive and keeps they're not, attention to voicing ward- | with the hammers, but he ankles to 
3d) 1 fod q sal arply on final | and everything else. But it’s the| things always moving at this spot | ing off the tendency to outshine the} the back of the bandstand to tak 
(3d) week, indications pointing to! Andrews Sisters who are accounting | Where the more jump a crew has the | rest of the instrumentation. Strong | over the drums and comes throug! 
$22,000. James Cag sney picture ac-| for the majority of the coin, and no | better it’s liked. Latter style is used | rhythm helps, too. Trumpets, for the’ with a remarkable drum session. He 
counting for lion’s share of approxi-' mistake about it. Film has ma rquee food _almost exclusively, not by | most part are lost in the neat ar- has a number called ‘Bellboy’ which 
mate $103,000 on the 21-day run, |; power, but is a somewhat spotty ' ot a but by the dictates ofa public | Tangements, at least in the ones call- | is an out-and-out killer, and Hamp- 
Joe Venuti, Pittsburgh — (Stanley | grosser —r" | ing for mute work. This is not the | ton chops it down for a really powers 
n the more boisterous drive num- | usual size of Wald’s crew. It had to. ful jam bit. Gold 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done bu name bands in warious New York hotels. 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 


Horace Heidt . 
Lani MclIntire*. 
Guy Lombardo. . 
Woody Herman®.. 


Tony Pastor. 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. +4 days. 


.Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50). 
Leighton Noble.. . Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50).. 
..Lexington (300; 75c-$1 50). 
. Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50). 

New Yorker (400; 75c-$1. 50). ovccece ba 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; _ BB).cccee F 
..eeeLincoln (225; 75c-$1.50).. 


Figures after name of hotel give 


Covers Total 





Weeks Past Covers 

Played Week On Date 
:‘ciceanees a 950 1,500 
ipabseeae< 1,025 9,625 
rasweeiek ce 1,200 9,675 
apdes cane 1,175 28,325 
1,200 18,025 | 
1,475 19,600 | 

sekeoax ae 500 10,575 


floor show, although the band is the 





Odeon Discs Stress 


Fire All Pro-Nazi Employees 


Britishness, 








Buenos Aires, March 11. 

Shift in sales policy to emphasize 
its British origin is the first step be- 
ing taken by Bernard L. Taylor, 
newly appointed general manager 
for South America of the Odeon in- 
terests. Unlike RCA Victor, which 
plugs the fact that it is ‘Industria 
Argentina’ or a local manufacturer, 
Odeon is now stressing that 746 of 
its 750 shares are owned by the Co- 
lumbia Gramophone Co., Ltd. of 
Hayes, Middlesex, England, while the 
four remaining shares are held by 
local Britons. 

Change of policy, according to 
Taylor, was due to the fact that many 
considered the outfit a German one, 
Odeon trade-mark was common on 
old-time German records and a one- 
time tieup with Parlophone—Euro- 
pean makers of Viennese operetta 
platters—added to the impression. 

Publicity given fact that Odeon— 
which presses discs for local release 
via imported masters—intended to in- 
crease imports is taken by many ob- 
servers as an indication of a general 
anti-Nazi attitude on the part of 
customers. Few German firms still 
selling Nazi-made goods stress the 
fact but the English have done well 
with their ‘Buy British’ ative, not 
only in the large British community 
here but among the general public. 

Taylor said Odeon will also import 
completely assembled Marconiphone 
radios. RCA imports 
parts for its sets; rest being locally 
manufactured. Japanese-made rec- 
ord players long sold here under 
British names will be discontinued, 
he added. 

Taylor, formerly managing direc 
tor in Paris of the Pathe-Marconi 
Co., said all German and pro-German 
employees in Odeon offices here or 
in Brazil and Chile would be dis- 
missed at once in line with the Brit- 
ish 100% policy. 


DETROIT SYMPH’ ; PLUG | 








FOR OWN DECCA DISKS: 


Detroit, March 11. 
Symphony Orchestra here went in 


for a little song plugging on its fare- | 
. well 


‘pop’ concert of the year and 
could just as well have used record- 
ings. The orch used for its conclud- 
ing Saturday night series a program 
consisting entirely of the 
which it had recently 
Decca. 

Fact, of course, was called to the 
audience’s attention, which made one 
fan ask, ‘I thought these were the 
boys against canned music?’ 


UNWITTING LIFT 


But It Works Out As Good Word- of- 
Mouth 





Boston, March 11. 

‘Swing and Sway the Tommy Dor- 
sey Way’ was the heading for a series 
of ads heralding the band’s appear- 
ance at Totem Pole Ballroom, Au- 
burndale, which an old advertising 
agency executive thought was ‘some- 
thing original.’ 

Although the ballrom’s manager, 
Roy Gill, expected a boomerang on 
Sammy Kaye’s much publicized tag, 
he was pleasantly surprised that the 
dance crowd picked it up for a great 
deal of discussion that added much 
word-of-mouth advertising. 

Golden Gate Quartet si 
Okeh Records. 





gned for 


+ 
vv 


PASSES FIRST TEST 


Armstrong, Turned Into a Leader, 
Okay in Baltimore 








Following the debut of Henry 
Armstrong as a bandleader at the 
Royal theatre, Baltimore, last week, 
during which the ex-fighter led Don 
Redman’s band, it was decided that 
Armstrong had possibilities as a 
leader. Accordingly the Snooks 
Russell crew, which Redman had 
only recently taken over, was let go. 
Joe Glaser, manager of Redman and 
Armstrong, will finance the building 
of an entirely new outfit, which Red- 
man will have charge of, with Arm- 
strong as nominal leader. 


Outfit is to begin rehearsal in a 
week or so and remain in practice 


| sessions for about a month. 


JUKERS BILE 
NAME BANDS 








Detroit, March 11. 





only a few | 


|taken to emphasizing the star angle 
|rather than the jukebox end of the 
| business. In conjunction with the 
| first appearance here of Phonovision, 
| Don Kelsey, the Detroit agent, rigged 
|up a lobby standup display of or- 
| chestra leaders and singers featured 
|}on the musical flickers. 

Initial machine, which got 2,300 
playings in its nine days at Joey’s 
Stables, moved up in the world go- 
jing into the swank Club Royale, 
fancied by the carriage trade here 
|The lobby display of the _ nickel- 
|odeon box’s stars went along. 


With local ordinance for ma- 
| chines’ control b@fmg drawn up, the 
| oper: ators are seeking to have them 
licensed as theatrical exhibits, sub- 
ject to the same police control as 
|theatres, rather than as music or 


| coin machines. 





Morgan Crew in Double 


| Spill, May Breaks Leg | 


music | 
recorded for | 


Hollywood, March 11. 
Russ Morgan made 1,160-mile jump 
from Lubbock, Tex., for his first Hol- 
lywood engagement at the Palladium 
Crew playing one-nighters enroute 


1 to the Coast twice wa 
fortune. One of the 


from Florid 
| overtaken by mis 


|}cars in the caravan cracked up and 
burned in South Carolina and the 
|band truck went.over embank- 


|ment in Chibley. Fla Most of the 
instruments had to be replaced. 

Johnny May, drummer, 
broken leg in the first 
will be hospitalized in Dothan, Ala 
for weeks. 





Lou Mindling Joins CBS 


joined the CBS 
Monday (10) as a 


| 





Mindling 
Bureau 


Lou 
Artists 
salesman. 
| Music Corp. of America with 
he also sold talent. 

Idea of setting up his own pub- 
| licity office, which Mindling had in 
mind when he left MCA, has been 
dropped. 

He will be CBS v-p. 
ithal’s aide on radio, 





which 


cafes, lecture 


| bureau, etc. 





| 
| 


PETRILLO COMMISSIONS BEN SELVIN TO 
MAKE FACTUAL SURVEY OF WAX BIZ 





Beverly Twins Orch’s 


B’way Bow March 26 


New orchestra composed of seven 
sets of twins, being rehearsed cur- 
rently in New York, will debut at 
tthe Arcadia Ballroom on Broadway 
March 26. It will be managed by 
Joe Galkin, manager of Tommy 
Tucker. Band will be under the 


leadership of the Beverly Twins, 
who won't play, but who will han- 
dle vocals. They’re tenors. 





| lishers (Muzak, etc.), as a paid com- | 
missioner to probe the entire re-| 


Pair claim they spent seven years | 
materializing their idea of a band | 


composed of twins. Idea itself is not 
new. It has been attempted by oth- 
ers in the past, but such a unique 


complement was found almost im- | 


possible to gather. 

McFarland Twins is the only 
standard band currently, headed by 
only one set of carbon copies. 





Bounce a Disc 
Of Dome Of 


Honor Guest 





Joe Reichman was indicted Friday 
(7) afternoon. The indictment was 
returned on charges that he ‘mur- 





dered’ a string of pop tunes on the | 


stage of Loew’s State theatre, where 
his band is now playing. That’s only 
one of the many pranks playfully 


| perpetrated on the leader during a 


luncheon in his honor at Ole Olsen’s 
‘4-40’ Club, New York. Olsen (and 


| Johnson), on a busman’s holiday 
|from ‘Hellzapoppin,’ took an active 
hand. 


Nickel-in-the-slot pix here have | 


| agency 
| book and record Reichman’s 


suffered a 
mishap and 


|} week on a new 
| hour 


He recently bowed out of | 


Herb Rosen- | 


Spread was arranged by Reich- 
man’s manager, Freddie Packard, and 
helped toward fulfillment by his own 
p.a. and praisers from Wm. Morris 
and Victor Records, who 
band. 
Idea was to celebrate a ‘record 
breaking week’ at the State and 
‘record breaking’ record sales, both 
ideas, of course, a result of wishful 
thinking. At any rate the gag gave 
people attending an opportunity to 
do what many a record reviewer has 
yearned for—to bounce a couple of 
off a bandleader’s noggin. 
Before the shindig started worn disc 
were distributed, to be smashed on 
Reichman’s head (record breaking 
luncheon, get it). Fortunately, some- 
body had the foresight to scout up a 
football helmet for him to wear. Un- 
fortunately he suffered a slight cut 
on the nose from a flying splinter. 


platters 


was then ‘convicted’ on 
mentioned charges and 
sentenced to be burned He was 
strapped into an ‘electric. chair’ 
rigged up beforehand then shielded 
from view while a specially prepared 
recording gave a detailed account of 
the event. Disc provoked a flock of 
belly laughs in its repeated devia- 


tions from the job at hand. 


Reichman 
the above 


Reichman’s band has been given 
a term contract by Victor Record 
as result of the 10d reception ac- 
orded the outfit’s initial four sides 
They were tests. 


Deacon Moore on WLW 


Cincinnati, March 11. 

Carl (Deacon) Moore, who lately 
dropped out as maestro of a road 
band, with wah-wah music, to join 
the Crosley staff with the intention 
of building popularity via his Oz- 
arks draw] and wit, kicked off last 
WLW weekly half- 
series, starting at 10:30 p.m., 
EST. 

Scripting of screwball comedy for 


Moore in the new series, dubbed 
‘The Squeakin’ Deacon,’ is by 
Latham Ovens, WLW’s top fun 
writer. Moore continues to swing 
the baton for the orchestral parts. 
Lucille Norman, contralto, and Ron- 
nie Mansfield, tenor, are his voca) 


supports. Ken Peters does the ar 


nouncing. 


A. F. M. President Wants Data for Presentation to 
Seattle Convention in June—Petrillo’s ‘Friendly’ 
tance Towards Discers 


Appointment of Ben Selwin, vice- 
president of Associated Music Pub- 


cording field, on direct assignment 
from James C. Petrillo, 


Federation of Musicians president, 


is primed expressly for the correc- | 
the creation of | 


tion of ‘evils’ and 


added employment. It does not in- 


terfere with Selvin’s duties as re-| 
but at! 


! 
| 
| 
} 


cruiting chief of Muzak, etc.. 
the same time places, at the helm of 


this job, a man who is congenitally | 


sympathetic to the busi- 
ness. 

While intended as a 
exploratory job, Petrillo wanted to 
manifest thusly that he’s not against | 
the phonograph waxers. It’s merely 
that ways and means must be found 
to offset unemployment. 
more, the extension of the 


recording 


jukebox 


field, makes this necessary right now. | 


Petrillo wants Selvin’s findings for 


the June 9 AFM convention in Se- |! 
attle. 
Selvin’s analysis, at first Biuah, | 


| will keynote one optimistic thought | 


—-that the war has created a mini- 
mum of foreign masters or ‘mothers,’ 
so that foreign works need now be 
recorded in America. He doesn’t ad- 
vocate any embargo on foreign talent, 
if some prominent foreign artists 
were to make any distinguished 
works on wax, and then re-pre 
in America, but the war has auto- 
matically curtailed that not only on 
the continent but also in England. 

The exchange of masters 
companies has been a sore 
spot to the U. S. musicians, on the 
theory this eleminates their talents 
from the sound-rooms. 

The AFM’s last convention re- 


always 


American | report was submitted. 


searching, | 


Further- | 


ssed | 


among | 


Ww hich 
automatically 


Sulted in four resolutions 
could, if enforced, 
kayo all recording. However, the 
administration of these resolutions 
was suspended until a fact-finding 
Hence the 
Selvin job, as special commissioner, 
for which he will be paid. He will 
draw on assistants from the AFM 
executive council and the sundry 
locals to aide him 

Selvin, as a recotding maestro, is 
unique in the business. He has made 


more records than anybody. His 
‘Dardanella’ waxing for Columbia 
|in 1919 was the first pop dance 


record to sell over 1,000,000 platters. 
He has been with every major re- 
cording company, as artist and su- 
pervising executive. At one time 
he waxed under nine different names 
for nine different companies, includ- 
; ing outfits like Banner, Emerson, 
Regal, Perfect and others now non- 
| existent. It’s thus agreed that his 
sympathies will be with the re- 
| cording companies he will probe 
into of whose modus operandi much 
is admittedly ‘rotten,’ so far as mu- 
sician-employment is concerned, 
|The AFM recognizes this by only 
having issued recording licenses to 


| the diskers until June 30, on a six- 


month basis, instead of an annual 
license. 


Decca Inks Marsala 


Joe Marsala band of nine pieces, 
including harpist Adele’ Girard, 
Marsala’s wife, has been signed for 


| Decca Records. 


Miss Girard is also in the Broad- 
way revue ‘Crazy With the Heat.’ 




















Victor Records— 


UT alte r Wir . cl 1ell's Or- 


¥V¥ ill 


chids to “ Hear a 


rotny K ilaa]!] 
l 


Doro es yaliien s 
Gold Stars to “I Hear 
a Rhapsody.” 
‘Variety’— 

One of Reichman’s 


first records for victor, 
‘Rainbows.’ should be 


a1 good seller. It has 


‘VARIATIONS IN G”. 


* 








JOE REICHMAN 


“The Pagliacci of the Piano” 


LOEW'S STATE 


Orpheum, Minneapolis, Minn. 


ONE NIGHTERS—“Joe Reich- 


‘ine points for any man hasn’t been here in some 
category.” ' time. He drew neat 1,700 

rooters Fri - 
“ATEST RELEASE... bo 4 Pane a Sew aie 


(Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, 
Mass., Feb. 28-Mar. 1st; 
riety, Mar. 5th). 


CURRENTLY 


NEW YORK 


Week March 14th 


State Lake, Chicago, Ili. 


Week March 21st 


* 


from Va- 
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~ Coin-Catching Records 








age eer wih Se 


Jimmy Dorsey (Amapola’-‘Donna Maria’ (Decca 36290) 
Machine and counter sales are assured for the first side. 


It rates plaudits 


for any use in the dual tempoed playing and the vocalling of Bob Eberle) 


and Helen O’Connell. 
the girl does a rhythmic version. 
lyricing. 


Eberle ballads early with tango background, then | 
Reverse is listenable ballad, Eberle 





Harry James ‘Eli Eli’-‘Little Bit of Heaven’ (Columbia 35979) 
‘Eli’ is a work than can easily prove 
the impetus to push James to the level his ability deserves. 


Both sides highly recommended. 


Side is all 


trumpet solo, with effective background, a job which captures all. the 


possibilities in the strong melody. It’ 
is strong, too, an Irish melody neatly arranged and played. 





Tommy Dorsey ‘Birds of Feather’-‘It’s Always You’ (Victor 27345) 


ll be played over and over. Reverse | 


Neither side will help Dorsey or the tunes, which are from Bing Crosby’s 


new film. 


‘Feather’ is poorly arranged and played. Connie Haines vocals. 
Backing isn’t much better, split by subnormal Frank Sinatra vocal. 





Glenn Miller ‘Dreamt Dwelt Harlem’-‘Stone’s Throw’ (Bluebird 11063) 
Neither will exeite much reaction outside of Miller’s natural push. First | 
is labelled a Miller special; it’s a neat theme, well played, but it spins | 


on and on without anything much happening. 


typical Miller ballad of good tune. 





Tempo jumps. Reverse is| 
Ray Eberle vocals poorly. | 


Artie Shaw ‘This Is Romance’-‘Pyramid’ (Victor 27343) 
‘Pyramid’ is side Victor is talking up, ‘Romance’ should get the attention. 
It’s strong for commercial use, along with Shaw’s recent ‘Dancing in Dark,’ | 


both powerful versions of highly regarded melodies. 
mid’ is fine, well played, but above average acceptance. 





No vocal, ‘Pyra-' 


Eddy Duchin ‘Jenny’-‘My Ship’ (Columbia 35978) 
Far off Duchin’s usual style, ‘Jenny’ is a capable item. Paced somewhat 
along lines of Duchin’s ‘Moanin’ Low’ in early passages, vocal by June 


Robbins and chorus widens it to a spiritual style. 


ing is average, sung by Bob Gately 
Dark.’ 


. Both tunes from musical ‘Lady in| 


Good listening. Back- 











Mutual-ASCAP Talks 


Continued from page 1 








April. What may bring ASCAP mu- 
sic back on the crosscounty networks 
even sooner than that is a separate 
contract made by the Mutual Net- 
work. Mutual has already ap- 
proached ASCAP on the subject, 
while ASCAP’s radio committee and 
other broadcasting interests have 
been exchanging letters in what the 
committee’s members describe as ‘a 
most friendly spirit.’ Bitterness on 
both sides seems to be decidedly on 
the wane and the atmosphere is now 
one of business men girding for a 
spell of hard bargaining. 

As far as NBC and Columbia are 
¢oncerned no overt move toward 
engaging ASCAP in negotiations on 
their own account is expected until 
after the board of directors of the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers holds the meeting which is sched- 
uled to open this Monday (17) and 
run through Friday (21). This gath- 
ering will consider not only the 
ASCAP situation but the N.A.B.’s 
proposed policy toward the Federal 
Communications Commission’s mon- 


opoly investigation. Hints have come | 


from the U. S. Department of Jus- 
tice that action on the commission’s 
findings may be expected in April. 
Progress to Date 

Mutual’s contacts with ASCAP so 
far have not had anything to do with 
the working out of a basis for a con- 
tract. This will likely be taken up 
today (Wedmesday) when 
J. McCosker, head of WOR, New 
York, and chairman of the Mutual 
board, and Fred Weber, Mutual gen- 
eral manager, hold their scheduled 
meeting with the ASCAP radio com- 
mittee. Last Friday (7) ASCAP re- 


ceived a visit from E. M. Antrim, | 


of WGN, Chicago, and secretary- 

treasurer ‘of Mutual, and Louis C. 

Caldwell, Mutual general counsel. 
What may play no small part in 


the expediting of settlement agree- | 


ments between NBC and Columbia 
and ASCAP is the interpretation 
that the Department of Justice gives 
to the clause in the BMI decree 
which deals with the date of effec- 
tiveness of the payment at the net- 
work source provision. Paragraph 
V of the BMI decree states that the 


Alfred | 

















| 
tion is made that it doesn’t have to | 
| start collecting from the networks | 
|on network business for nine months, | 
| with the result that BMI is accept- | 
jing license renewals, as effective | 
| April 1, on the old basis. BMI has 
| again asked the network to lend it 
!a hand in obtaining contract re- 
;}newals by calling the attention of 
| affiliated stations to the imminence 
| of the expiration date (March 31) of 
| their present contracts. 


Sentiment within ASCAP is that 
|the way should be cleared for con- | 
tracts to be consummated by radio 
| as expeditiously as possible. To that 
|end ASCAP’s radio committe? has 
| been cautioned by the ASCAP board 
to refrain from personalities and 
| Orations on extraneous matters dur- 





lan air 


| will not take an active part in the 
| functions of the radio committee even 


| though he is a member of it by vir- | 


|tue of his office. The ASCAP radio 
committee as it is now set up con- 
sists of Gustave Schirmer, 
O’Connor, Oscar 
|Irving Caesar, John G. 
E. C. Mills. 


Paine and 











From Scratch | 


Continued from page 37 











| Agency, 


virtually lived with the 
| band. 


Agency paid all the band’s 


| obligations. Working on union scale 
| while it was still unknown all 
| Bradley band transportation was 


| paid by the office. 
sions, too, 
costs paid 
| young. 
exceeded the scale by $200 to $300 
weekly. It cost the Morris Agency 
thousands of dollars to build and 
hold the band together. 


The ambition of almost every 
young band leader is to create a dis- 
tinctive style. It’s a tough job. But 
Alexander didn’t worry about style, 
as such. Most important in his 
opinion, is musicianship. If a 


were waived and other 
while the band was 


| three to four years for a young | 


'tin Block poll of 10 most popular 


| cently 


ing the negotiations and to maintain 
of business decorum at all | 
times. It is understood that Gene Buck | 


John | 
Hammerstein II, | 


Agency commis- | 


Cost of operating the band |} 


outfit to get into the big money. 
Natural Singer 
Following closely on Bradley at | 
the moment is Vaughn Moaroe, an- | 
other Morris band that is fast be- | 





| coming established as a strong favor- | 


ite. Monroe, presently playing at! 
the Terrace Room, Hotel Statler, | 
Boston, was spotted as a big name 


possibility in Miami last winter. 
What then impressed Alexander 
strongly was that Monroe's band 


| was the first in many years whose | 


leader was a real singer, an au- 
thentic vocalist, rather than a 
crooner. Alexander believed that. 
Monroe, as the first leader with a> 
real voice since Russ Columbo, was 
destined to go places. That Morris’ | 
backing of these two bands was | 
amply justified is perhaps best sub- | 
stantiated by fact that in the Mar- 


bands only two new names have re- | 
appeared—Vaughn Monroe 
and Will Bradley. 





Monroe Extended 
Boston, March ll. | 


Vaughn Monroe’s eight-week stay 


j at Hotel Statler, Boston, ended Feb. | 


23, but contract was extended in- 
definitely because of fine business. 

Monroe isn’t worrying that he will | 
lose any men due to army draft, | 
since all of his boys carry high num- 
bers, including himself. 





Wurlitzer In Omaha 
Omaha, March il. 


Evidence of the extent to which 
the juke box business has grown is | 


| shown in the establishment here of | 


a jobbers’ headquarters by Wurlit- | 
zer, Showrooms attractively housed. 
displays all of the Wurlitzer line, | 
established exhibit for wholesalers | 


and jobbers. 





Cesana’s Jive Concert | 





Mildred Bailey, swing singer, 


Walter Gross, CBS staff pianist, and | 


Larry Taylor, vocalist recently -with 
Charlie Barnet’s orchestra, will take | 
part in a Town Hall, N. Y., concert 
of ‘original compositions for the 
American dance orchestra.’ Session 
is being put on by Otto Cesana and 
his band tomorrow night (Thursday). 
Singers and Gross will alternate | 
with Cesana’s outfit, the program of 
instrumentals and vocals being under 
the commentary of Dick Gilbert. 


On the Upbeat 











Don Hammond, tenor sax, out of | 
joins Jimmy Dorsey |} 


Larry Clinton 
next 
mer’s spot with Jimmy Dorsey. 





week with The Belles, femme quar- 
tet. He’s on Bluebird. 





| 


Harry James cut’a double faced, | 


10-inch platter for Columbia, using 
his ‘Sonata Moderne’ in different 
tempos, 

Charlene Day 
Al Kavelin band. 


new 





Abe Lyman band goes west for a 


stay at the Palladium, Los Angeles, | 


Starting either May 19 or June 4. 





| Tommy Dorsey finishes a stand at 
the Metropolitan theatre, Providence, 
March 21 at 10:30 p.m., boards a 
plane and flies with his band to New 
Haven where the outfit will play at 
|a benefit for N. H. musician’s local. 


Bubbles Becker opened indefinite 


engagement Friday (7) at Merry-Go- | 


Round, Pittsburgh, replacing 
Camden outfit, which 
Grande Ballroom in Detroit. 


Eddie 


week replacing Herbie Hay- | 


Dick Todd recorded six sides last | 


vocalist with | 


goes to the} 


latter proyiso (payment at the net- | band is composed of fine players, 





work source) ‘shall not becOme ef- 
festive until nine months after the 
effective date of the other provisions’ 
in paragraph dealing with the vari- 
ous bases of station compensation 
for music. But the very next sen- 
tence in Paragraph V speaks of BMI 
coming into court 20 days after the 


ASCAP decree has been signed so} 


that the restraints and requirements 
in the BMI decree are substantially 


identical with those imposed upon | 


ASCAP. 
Auditing 
ASCAP’s decree requires that it 
start collecting the fee at the source 
within a period of 90 days from the 
date of the decree’s effectiveness. 
ASCAP’s decree became an: order of 





j}ably led and provided with clever 
| arrangements, then style will develop 
| naturally. Here again Bradley serves 
| as an illustration. The group never 
| specializes in extreme jazz. Yet 
Bradley plays ‘boogie woogie’ au- 
thentically. The band made a hit by 
going a little extreme. 

Number believed largely respon- 
| sible for putting Bradley over was 
| ‘Beat Me Daddy, Eight to the Bar,’ 
| of which more than 100,000 record- 
ings have been sold. Arrangement 


Ihad so lengthy two sides of a disc 


ad to be used. ‘Scrub Me Mama,’ 
new Bradley recording, looks like 
a strong runner-up to ‘Beat Me.’ 
In 18 months Bradley has under 


the court last Tuesday (4) and the| these conditions made double the 
expiration of the 90 day period! progress of any other young band. 
falls on Jurie 2. At BMI the conten-| For it usually takes anywhere from 





Brad Hunt band pulls out of Pitts- 
| burgh this week for some southern 
| college dates and a return to the 
| Tantilla Gardens in Richmond, Va. 





| Baron Elliott’s option at William 
| Penn Hotel's Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, 


| picked up for four additional weeks: | Hello Ma, I Done It Again (Robbins) 


| ditto that 
| Casino, Pitt. 


of Paul Pendarvis at 





| Austin’s orch, Buffalo, in vocal berth. 





Joan Marsh, with Stuart Scott’s 
crew, Buffalo, forming all-girl 
rhumba combo. 





Hank Freeman, tenor with Tony 
Pastor, inducted into Army last | 
week, i 


| Everett Small has joined Herold | 


Inside Stuff—-Orchestras 


Check into the record sales of the currently No. 1 song, ‘Frenesi,’ shows 
that Artie Shaw's Victor version is the most powerful seller. It has been 
his best side, from the point of sales, since his release of ‘Begin the 
Beguine’ several years ago. And it completes a curious coincidence. 

‘Beguine’ originally brought Shaw's old jump band to attention, starting 
the outfit on a ride to the top of the band heap. Release was his very first 
on the Bluebird label. ‘Frenesi,’ the first tune made by his new 23-piece 
band and the first record of his stuff to be released on the Victor label, is 
crowding ‘Beguine’ in sales. Seldom does a band record two distinct hits 
in the course of a career, let alone making two clicks as initial issues on 
two separate labels. 

Shaw’s ‘Beguine’ is taking a new lease on life. 
the coin machines in the east. 





It is being revived in 





Glenn Miller isn’t risking the antipathy of theatre operators this year 
on his swing around the theatre and one-night circuit. He is originating 
his Chesterfield ciggie broadcasts from the stages of the various houses 
he plays, rather than from outside. Bandleader aroused much ire last 
summer by allowing his sponsors to hold the broadcasts in the largest 
available hall in each city he did a theatre date, which, of course, reacted 
against the b.o. take of the theatre because of the free admission to the 
broadcasts. 


Band did its air show from the stage of the Shubert theatre, Cincinnati, 
last week, and is currently at the Palace theatre, Cleveland. Palace, 
Ceclumbus and the Fox, Detroit, are to follow. One of the biggest howls 
against the bands broadcasting tactics of last season came from the Fox 


house. 
| 





Wm. Morris agency’s New York and Chicago band departments ran into 
one of those infrequent mixup of signals last week and as a result Will 
Bradley's band came close to not showing up for a scheduled date. Seems 
the Chi group set Bradley for a one-night stand March 4 at a theatre in 
South Bend, Ind., but somehow the outfit and the N. Y. office were not 
notified. Result was that the band, on its way east from dates in the 
Chi territory, had to be flagged off a train in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning and motored back to South Bend. 

Bradley and Ray McKinley, co-leader, had flown into N. Y. ahead of the 


outfit for conferences. They hopped a plane and kept the appointment on 
schedule, 





Tony Pastor’s NBC broadcast from the Lincoln hotel, New York, late 
Thursday (6) night was thrown into a bit of an unroar by a rare happen- 
ing during one of the band’s specialty numbers. Pastor has had success 
on stage and Bluebird records with a tune called ‘Paradiddle Joe.’ 

Tune is one that spotlights heavy and high speed drum gymnastics by 
drummer Johnny Morris and during this particular playing of it Morris 
| hammered his heads so heavily that one of the drums burst with a bang. 
Threw the few remaining minutes of the session into a broken up affair, 
It seemed to choke the announcer. 


1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


below 





(Records are grabbing week in 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 


most nickels this jukeboxes 


Figures and names in 


| parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the 
listings and respective publishers.) 
1. Frenesi (10) (Southern)........ edie ) Artie Shaw.....+s+ee. Victor 
- | Woody Herman....... Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
“harlie Barnet. .Bluebird 
2. I Hear a Rhapsody (9) (BMI) } ¢ tee 
oar S Rnapeeny (ty Coe | Al Donahue............ Okeh 
| Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 
{ Dinah Shore....... Bluebird 
3. Yes, Darling Daughter (9) (Feist).......{ Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
| Andrews Sisters.......Decca 
. .. LV eV Victor 
- Stardust (9) ( = { Tommy Dorsey....... 
4. Stardust (9 ET Rey Ie ) Artie Shaw.........-. Victor 
| FOG WHOMS sc iiccsess Decca 


5. There’ll Be Some Changes 
| (Marks) 


Made (3) | Benny Goodman.,.Columbia 
ie kc keere wha Seale States aims: aparece alate } Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 


| Gene Krupa....... Columbia 
| | Bind Crosey. cs ciceccs Decca 
| Sammy Kaye. ......0- Victor 
6. Santa Fe Trail (8) (Harms). . ’ Guy Lombardo........ Decca 
| Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 
| | Kate Smith........Columbia 
| 

7. One I Love (2) (Forster)...........c00. Tommy ota elec —— 
) Ella Fitzgerald........ Decca 
{Bob Chester.. .. Bluebird 
. } Chari > bia 

8. May I Never Lov 1“ (1) (BN } Charioteers ....... Colum 
| ” ever Love Again (1) (BMI)..... ) Ginny Simms........-. Okeh 
> Ted WeSMs. ... 000008 Decca 
Bind Croehy . .iicss os Decca 
9. San Antonio Rose (1) (Berlin) ., Gray Gordon....... Bluebird 
LEO WEISS cb.cree cesses Decca 
{Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
10. Memory of a Rose (1) (S-B)............ , Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
| Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These recordings are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but 
growing in demand on the coin machines.) 





MOR WOR. sis rees Victor 

Elia Fitzgerald........ Decca 

weet Pasi Mitchell Ayres..... Bluebird 

Orrin~Tucker.. .... Columbia 

| PROT TIT kc sinca beckcnccecesepesers Jimmy Dorsey.......- Decca 
'It Al . { Eddy Duchin...... Columbia 
ven ee ape SS SE Re LI <0 | Gene Krupa....... Columbia 
MOCTOMIS CHOUTIGER) oo6c sc ccdeccccsccccceces Woody Herman.......Decca 
Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

oe! gg Rn re Woody Herman....... Decca 
Bob Chester........Bluebird 

EY Ol MENTE ho vinecndsakeedceneseesses Artie Shaw........... Victor 


Music Masters Harry James......Columbia 





_Wedneaday, March 12, 1941 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 41 





NAB RAPS ANTI-ASCAP BILLS 








_ 


Buck, Paine, Mills Take Cuts 





Among overhead readjustments approved by the ASCAP board last 
week were the reductions in salary accepted by Gene Buck, E. C. 
Salaries of the first two were clipped from 
$50,000 to $35,000, while Paine’s annual stipend underwent a 10% drop, 


Mills and John G. Paine. 


or from $27,500 to $24,750. 


As for the changes in the Society’s bylaws there is a strong move- 
ment not only to elect four writers and four publishers to the board 
each year but to leave it to the membership to pick the organization’s 
Those advocating the latter amend- 
ment are of the opinion that Buck would be retained for the presi- 
dential post anyway but they feel that the membership should be 
permitted to control all elective assignments so that the Society’s inner 
conduct could be considered democratic from top to bottom. 


officers, including the president. 








Suggestions From Rank and File May 
Be Asked to Smooth ASCAP Reforms 


The ASCAP board of directors has 
held several meetings ‘during the 
past week in an effort to expedite 
the adoption of the internal changes 
as required under the consent de- 
cree with the Federal government. 





At one of last week’s meetings the 


board approved the ways and means 


{has been bought for America by 
| Louis Dreyfus for Harms-Chappell 
lafter he first heard it on the air. 


committee’s recommendations for 
slashes in the Society overhead. 
Special committee, which the) 


board appointed to prepare by-law 
revisions, is headed by Louis Bern- 
stein. This committee consists not 
only of two writers and two pub- 


lishers each from the ASCAP board | 


but a writer 
the rank and file of the membership. 
The writers and other publisher 
named directly from the board are 
Otto Harbach and George Meyer 
and Gustave Schirmer, while the 
publisher from the ranks is Edwin 
H. (Buddy) Morris, and the writer, 
Adams. 

This special committee proposes to 
extend an invitation to the member- 
ship to submit suggestions for the by- 
law changes with the purpose of 
averting any 
job was done from the inside and 
without allowing the membership to 
express its preferences and opinions. 

After the by-laws committee has 
completed its task it will submit a 
list of recommended by-laws to the 
ASCAP board, which in turn will in- 
struct the prez, Gene Buck, to call a 
general meeting of the members fo! 
ratification. Fact that a ttee 
includes non-members of the board 
constitutes a radical departure for 
ASCAP and the move is interpreted 
in some membership quarters as 
pointing to the probable adoption of 
similar representation on the writers’ 
classification committee 


$1,217,500 Suit by 14 
Songwriters vs. Radio: 


NBC, CBS, BMI and NAB 


Suit for damages totaling $1,217.- 
500, arising out of the radio-ASCAP 
battle, has been started against 
broadcasting parties. Bringing the 
action are 14 songwriters, of whom 
13 recently filed a complaint with the 
Federal Communications Commission 
charging that the radio chains and a 
Number of their affiliated stations 
are not serving in the public inter- 
est, convenience and necessity. 

Defendants in the action being 
brought before the New 
supreme court are NBC, CBS, BMI, 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters, and a number of directors 
of each company. Papers have been 
served on them notifying them of 
the suit, which is being handled for 
the tunesmiths by the law firm of 


commil 








Daru & Winter. Robert Daru filed 
the writers’ FCC petition also. 
Details of the suit will not be 


available until complaint is filed with 
the court, but it was learned that it 
is not a copyright infringement 
action. Complaint is understood to 
be more than 50 pages long. Cleffer 
bringing the suit who was not in- 
cluded in the FCC petition is George 
Whiting. All 14 plaintiffs are ASCAP 
members except Frank Madden 


and publisher each from | 








BUYS SONG BY CABLE 


‘Thanks Mr. Roosevelt’ 
Louis Dreyfus 





Taken by | 





London, Feb. 15. 
Bert Feldman’s ‘Thanks Mr. Roose- 
velt,” sung over the air, which has | 
not yet been published in England, | 





Deal was closed from New York by 
cable. 


This is first instance of song hav- 
ing been bought for America prior | 
to its publication here. 





FEIST VICTOR IN 





charges later that the) 


| (Feist hit) had been 
|ace Heidt, 


York | 


MARGARITA’ 


| 


SUIT 


| 


Copyright protection for a song 
title assumes certain secondary sig- 
nificances, it was established anew 
in last week’s N. Y. supreme cou 
decision anent the ‘My Margarita’ 
case, that it’s only after the words 
have become familiar to the public 


. } +41 Ttle 
that one can protect the titie. its 


} ¢ . “|Y | > . *D - 
been held before, and now reaf- 
firmed, that the copyright protec- 
tion, per se, of the English ianguage, 


is not possible. A title of a song, 
book, play, scenario or any ofher lit- 
erary work takes on added — 


] Law $h ear » hannmec puls 
only after the work becomes pop 


In the Roy Music Co. versus 'Feis 
case, however, there was a question 
in that Roy’s ‘Margarita’ song, it was 


shown, had 6,000 ASCAP perform- 
ances in 1935, and it was a standard 


seller. Feist’s ‘My Margarita,’ how- 
ever, according to its attorney, Ju- 
lian T. Abeles, was made an even 
more popular song, and did not nec- 
essarily trade on the popularity or 
repute of any predecessor number. 
Abeles, in fact, produced 213 other 
songs with the word Margarita 
therein, 50 books with ditto, and some 
75 song folios also utilizing the 
French, Italian, Portuguese, English 
or other variations of the spelling, 


Margarieta, Marguerita, etc. 
Roy’s 


Maria 


was that Mrs 

‘Ti-Pi-Tin’ 
induced by Hor- 
her sponsor, to write an- 
other tune, which she called ‘El 

Charro,’ literally ‘The Cowboy.’ 
However, Walter Hirsch, who set a 

new lyric to ‘Charro,’ retitled it ‘My 
Margarita,’ to which Roy Music ob- 
jected, claiming it infringed on a 
name they had previously built up 
in value. Incidentally, Mrs. Oliver | 
B. La Freniere, wife of the head of 
Roy Music Co., authorized the al- 
legedly infringed upon tune. 


argument 
Grever, author of 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 


| cleffed seven songs and background 


music for ‘Miami’ at 20th-Fox. Dit- 
tie. are ‘You Started Something’ 
‘The Kindergarten Conga,” ‘To Love- 
liness and You,’ ‘Oh Me, Oh Miami,’ 
‘Seminole,’ ‘Hooray for Today’ 


and 


| ‘Is That Good?’ | 


° 


| journed for lunch. 
| this VARIETY 


| solutely 


i that it’s 
| broadly as possible on the 
|ing phase of its catalog. 


FELLOWa NS SAYS 
DAD FOR ALL 


ASCAP Had Charged Many 
State Laws Were Authored 
by Broadcasters — Some 
of Legislators Have Per- 
sonal Bias Against Society 





FROHLICH TESTIFIES 


By HARRY PAUL 


Boston, March 11. 

Harold E. Fellows, general man- 
er of WEEI, threw a bombshell 
into the anti-ASCAP hearing at the 
State House here (5) when he stated 
that the Massachusetts State Broad- 
casters Committee were opposed to 
the bills because they were ‘uncon- 
stitutional and would be detrimental 
to all concerned.’ This statement 
came after John Paine, general man- 
ager of ASCAP and general counsel 
Louis D. Frohlich declared that the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, the National Broadcasting Co. 
and Columbia Broadcasting System | 
were behind these bills seeking to 
regulate and tax musical copyrights. 


Fellows’ brief remark came two 
minutes before the joint legislative 
committee on constitutional law ad- | 
In a talk with | 
reporter later, Fellows 
explained that as chairman of the 
Broadcasters Committee, he had 
been instructed to make the state- 
ment after the representatives of 20 
radio stations had met in Worcester | 
(4) and 
pose the three bills. 


‘N.A.B. and the networks had ab- 
nothing to do with 
bills,’ said Fellows. 
interest would ever want anything 
to do with state bills.’ 

Frolich’s Contention 

E. E. Hill, WTAG, Worcester, and 
W. T. Welch, WSAR manager, ap- 
peared with Fellows. 

Frolich had previously 
that N.A.B. was behind si 
in 34 states and now 
setts. ‘These bills 
tions which the Federal Copyright 
Law now protects,’ he said. ‘The his- 
tory of ASCAP is full of litigation,’ 
he continued. ‘All these bills intro- 
duced are unconstitutional. They 
not only impinge upon, but destroy 
the copyri ights of the members of 
ASCAP,’ 

When Rep. Michael J. Neville 
asked Paine if it were true that 
ASCAP asked for $9,000.000 from 
radio, which Paine denied, Rep. 
Harry Kalus remarked, ‘It would be 
worth it to get some of tha 
off the air.’ 

R. W. Rome, New 
ager for ASCAP, 

(Continued on 


contended 
nilar bills 
in Massachu- 
duplicate func- 


En slar 1 man- 
uneianc Tali 
outlined’ that 
page 42) 


unanimously voted to op- | 


these | 
‘No major radio | 





+ 


Feelers Reported on ASCAP Takeover 





Pubs Say Charter 





Dubin with Warners 





Al Dubin has 
Warner Bros. 
year’s contract. 

Deal was made in New York but} 
the teaming of Dubin with a melody | 
writer will take place on the Coast, 


returned 
studio payroll on aj} 





UNWELCOME 
TO PMM 


Meeting of the Professional Music 








| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| rangement as 


Men, Inc., the music industry’s be- 


nevolent organization, last Friday 


+ attain 
|from the radio camp, but not of- 
lficially, that the liquidation of the 


to the broadcasting industry’s investment in 
| Broadcast Music, Inc., would have to 


ments But 
Bars Consideration 








Suggestion has come to ASCAP 


| be considered in any deal between 
'the radio and music factions. One 
Suggestion made was that ASCAP 
agree to take over BMI's obligations 


|to the extent of $1,500,000 under a 


NEWCOMERS 


10-year contract requiring the pay- 
ment of $150,000 a year. 


This proposal could not even be 
considered by ASCAP, according to 
the reaction of a couple of its pub- 
lisher directors. Under its charter 


in any business but that of licensing 
performing rights. The only way 
that BMI could be absorbed into 
ASCAP’s sphere is by BMI becom- 
ing a member of ASCAP or through 
the transfer of BMI’s copyrights and 
obligations to some ASCAP pub- 
lisher, 








night (7) was marked by a bitter 


exchange between Jack Bregman |! 
| and Irving Tanz over the PMM’s pol- | 
icy against the acceptance of any | 
| new members. Bregman assailed the | 
idea of the closed door as unfair to | 
newcomers in the ranks of contact- | 
men, while Tanz defended the ar-| 
economically sound | 
and fair to those who joined the or- | 
' ganization when the music industry | 
was in a much healthier condition. 
| When it came to a vote the meeting | 
| rejected Bregman’s proposal that the! 
entranee books be reopened. 

PMM closed its membership rolls 
in January, 1940, and under the res- | 


| Olution passed at that time no new 
| members may be admitted until Jan. 


1, 1942. ts treasury is reported to 
have as much as $25,000, despite the 
appreciable call made upon the 
PMM’s resources since the start of 
the ASCAP-radio war as the result 
of increased unemployment among 
professional men. 


Same meeting appointed Bob 
Miller executive director of the or- 
ganization for another year. 


REPUBLIC’S HILLBILLY TUNES 


Chicago, March 1]. | 

‘Mornin’ on the Farm,’ novelty 
tune published by the Russell Music 
Inc., as been set by Republic Pic- 


tures for the new Lulu Belle and 
Scotty flicker, ‘Country Fair.’ Deal 
was made through the WLS Artists 


t junk | Bureau. 


udios also have under 
another Russell Music 
tagged ‘Whispering Valley 


Republic st 
advisement 


item 


Trail. 


BMI Serves Notice Upon Stations 
Against Unlicensed Performances 


- ————E 


Wit the apparent intention of 
going into the performing 
business on an _ expansive. scale 
Broadcast Music, Inc., has notified 
stations in a circular letter that they 
would no longer be permitted to 
use BMI tunes unless they took out 
a BMI license. There have been 
quite a number of instances that 
stations have made occasional use of 


_ trial Monday 


eel > te TDM Nadie ; 
| rights to which are in dispute, 


BMI music in transcribed form with- 
out having obtained a license. 
Intimations have come from BMI} 


preparing to 
perform- 
Instead of 
confining such licensing to radio sta- 
tions it proposes also to go after 
hotels, dancehalls, cafes, etc. BMI 
has an investment of around $3,500,- 
000 in this catalog and it figures that 
the time is now ripe for it to collect 


on the byproducts of the bu é 


capitalize as | 





| Vogelites Give Depositions 


license 


Depositions of officers 
Vogel Music Co. were taken before 
(10 in the N. Y. fed-| 
eral court in connection with a suit 
against it by Harry Von Tilzer and 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Publishing 
Co. Plaintiff's charge defendant 
with claiming it owns seven songs, 
with 
both sides claiming the renewals. 

Songs involved are ‘Down on the 
Farm,’ ‘I Want a Girl Just Like the 
Girl Who Married Dear Old Dad,’ 
‘All Alone,’ ‘Summertime.’ ‘I'll Lend 
You Everything I've Got Except My 


of Jerry 


Wife,” ‘When Harvest Days Are 
Over, Jessie Dear,’ ‘I Love, I Love, 

I Love My Wife, But Oh You Kid.’ 
An accounting, injunction ‘ 
tory damages are ought } 


| National 


tion as 


Duplicate Discs 
For ASCAP, BMI 
Radio Stations 


Hollywood, March 11. 

Because of the ASCAP-broad- 
caster situation, Globe Productions 
is making sets of both ASCAP and 
BMI platters to exploit its ‘Pot o’ 
Gold’ jukebox film via radio. 
Discs with BMI tunes will go to 
Assn, of Broadcasters sta- 
tions, while those with ASCAP com- 
positions will be distributed to oth- 
ers, 





Nebraska to Sup. Court 


On Appeal of Ruling On 
Anti-ASCAP State Law 


Lincoln, March 11. 
Atty. General Walter Johnson's 
office, through —— prosecutor 
William Hotz, of Omaha, is preparing 
for the review of sakeovaiea’s anti- 


ASCAP law test during this term of 


the United States Supreme court. 
Appeal to the high body is from a 


section of the unconstitutional ruling 


of a three-judge U. S. 


in which it 


district court, 
was said no individual 
member of an 


organization has a 


right to combine with others for the 
purpose of fixing or controlling 


prices, thereby becoming a monopo- 


istic combine, 

Ving ol ut the 1937 law of the 
legislature which banned 
combos, the judge claimed 
there were parts of the Jaw which 
might have been able to stand, but 
they were all interwoven with other 
ramifications which took from a 
copyright owner his rights as such. 
This invaded the precincts of con- 
gress and the constitution, and wrote 
the necessity for classing the legisla- 
inoperative and unconstitu- 


In throv 
Nebraska 


all music 


tional. 


Hotz sees no relief for ballrooms or 
hotels in the present consent decree, 
maintaining the arbitrary method of 
setting license fees for music use will 
stil} be up to the whims of each local 
ASCAP representative who may use 
his power punitiv ely. 


HARRY LEE JOINS MARKS 
Harry Lee has joined the profes- 
Music 


ional staff of the E. B. Marks 
Co 
He will operate in Ct 


ASCAP is barred from participating - 
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‘BROADCASTERS OVERLY-SUSPICIOUS,’ 


UT D. OF J. WILL WATCH ASCAP 














Meantime Stalling or Insincerity on Either Side Will " KOUSSEVITIKY PRAISES 


Draw Further Action _— Government 


Washington, March 11. 

Discovery c.f a basic conflict 
consent decree provisions concern- 
ing negotiation of contracts to pro- 
vide clearance-at-the-source has up- 
set the radio industry and brought a 
hint from the Justice Department 


that the agreement with American | 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers may be reopened if any 
strong-arm methods are attempted. 


Simustaneously, there was a strong | 


veiled warning that the broadcast- 
ers will encounter more trouble if 


they act stubborn and refuse to par- | 


ley with ASCAP. 
Dissatisfaction flows from the time 


allowance in the ASCAP pact. While | 


the truce in the Broadcast Music, 
Inc., controversy allows a total of 
one year to rewrite existing license 
agreements, careful reading of the 


other decree seems to indicate that | 


the webs and ASCAP must make | 
new arrangements within 90 days. 

Apparent inconsistency has ae, 
called to the attention of the Jus- 
tice Department, which has retorted 
that broadcasters are seeing things 
in the dark. While the trust-busters 
seem cool and inclined to regard 
radio as being excessively suspicious, | 
the word is that Federal men will 
keep a close eye on the situation. 
More leeway for discussions and 
jroning out of details can 
tained, the government people point 
out, if, after a serious, conscientious 
attempt, the parties are unable to 
straighten out the situation within 
the 90 days granted. 

’ No ASCAP Muscle 

Some assurance has been given, in 
the form of unofficial observations, 
that ASCAP will not be allowed to 
high-pressure the broadcasting in- 


dustry into initialing revised agree- 


ments that have jokers. But the 
trust-busters also have served notice 
they will not be a party to a radio 
move to ruin ASCAP. The Justice 
Department feels that broadcasters 
are going out of their way to find 
things to yelp about and still want to 
wreck Tin Pan Alley’s protective 
front one way or another. The gov- 
ernment just isn’t going to play in 
that league. 


Partial answer to the web's fears | 


may be forthcoming Thursday (13) 
in Milwaukee when the criminal ac- 
tion against ASCAP comes up again. 


Though it is understood the case will | 


be shelved and the performing rights 
society will pay fines aggregating 
$24,000, broad hints are that Judge 
F. Ryan Duffy, former Democratic 
Senator, will be tough and is likely 
to take an _ extraordinary 
such as requiring a bond to back up 
the expected nolo contendere pleas— 


which will make ASCAP toe the 
line. 
‘Wait and see what happens in| 


Milwaukee on the 13th,’ a prominent 
government officer commented in 
reply to inquiries as to the depart- 
ment’s reaciion about radio’s fears. 

The clearance issue can be solved 
if common sense is used on both 
sides, in the Justice Department's 
estimation. But if either group has 
a chip on its shoulder, the federal 
forces will be ready to move in. At 


this stage, however, the Arnoldites 
see no point in advance worrying, 
especially since Judge Henry W. 


Goddard is overseeing the conduct of 
the signatories. Approval of the 
decree did not constitute turning 
ASCAP loose to do as it pleases, and 
the club of a contempt 
should not be forgotten. 

tice Department, nevertheless, will 
police both the copyright holders 
and music users in accordance with 


citation 
The Jus- 


its concepts of what serves public | 


interest, rather than carry 
of the wishes of either side. 


Quiz Bregman in Suit 


out all 





court as 
Vocco & Conn., 
with a suit by Alfred Music Co., Inc., 
against his company, Joe Audino, 
Nick di Rocco and Bill Keeshan. 
Suit charges plagiarism of plaintiff's 
song. 


Trullallero’ in 1938 with defendants ' 
claimed to have plagiarized it 
‘Let’s All Sing Together.’ An ac-| 
counting, injunction and damages 
are sought. 


'Bankrolled by 


be ob- | 
| ASCAP adjunct, 


| lications 
| public performance. 


step— | 


, Cuyanos,’ 


| signed to plaintiffs. 
Plaintiff acquired title to ‘Valzer | 





| Schirmer Sues Robbins 


in | 


Over Savino’s Songs 


G. Schirmer, Inc., filed suit Fri- 
day (7) in the N. Y. supreme court 
against the Robbins 
and Domenico Savino, composer, 
charging Savino with giving re-| 
newal copyrights to Robbins which 





belonged to it. An injunction is) 
sought. 
On July 15, 1912, Savino gave 


Schirmer the rights to three songs 


'he had composed entitled ‘Prelude,’ 


‘Gavotte Impromptu,’ and ‘Scherzo.’ 

On Oct. 8, 1940, Savino obtained 
the renewal rights and on Oct. 15, 
1940, turned them over to Robbins, 
complaint alleges. 


Jimmy Campbell in N. Y. 
Publishing House With 





_ Guy Lombardo Bankroli 





Jimmy Campbell, the English 
music man, is setting up in business 
'in New York with Guy Lombardo. 
the maestro, their 
London Music Corp. will be a non- 
which may or may 
BMI. However, the 
idea is to make their pub- 

tax-free for 


not align with 
general 


when ASCAP settles with radio, the 
Lombardo brothers’ present Olman 
Music Corp. subsidiary (an ASCAP 
member) will become active again, 
also with Campbell at the helm. 
Lanny Ross’ Regent Music may 
also come under Campbell's exploi- 
tation direction. This already is a 
BMI adjunct. There's also a chance 
of a Kate Smith-Ted Collins tie-in. 
Campbell, since being bought out 


by Reg Connelly in the English mu- 
sic house bearing their name, has 
been in Australia, Hollywood, and 


back to London last, 
Music. 


with Noel Gay 


His ex-partner, Connelly, in- 
| cidentally, last fall started an Amer- | 
ican branch with Irwin Dash, re- 


patriated U.S. music man who went 
ultimately | 


to England for C-C and 
| became head of his own firm. 
The present Dash-Connelly 
pany is non-ASCAP 
though their major 
England, 


com- 
affiliated, al- 
interests, in 


tied in with ASCAP. 





Jimmy Kennedy Music 
Corp. Files in Albany 


Albany, N. Y., March 11. 

Jimmy Kennedy Music Corp. has 
| been chartered to conduct a business | 
publishing musical compositions, etc. 
Principal office is in New York and 
capital stock is 200 shares, no par 
value. Directors are Attorneys Mar- 
shall H. Rosett and Nathan 
stein, Joseph Kaplan all of New York 
City. 
| Each holds one share of stock. 

Shapiro-Bernstein will 
the exclusive selling agent 
catalog, but denies any 
financing for the new unit. 

Mrs. Kennedy is currently in 
America. Her English songwriter- 





serve as 
for this 
extensive 


husband is an officer in the air corps. | 


Other English music men now in 
business in New York are Reg Con- 
nelly, 
bell. 





Philipp Vs. Amsco 


Alfredo Philipp and Marta Cis- | 


i‘ternas de Philipp filed suit Friday 
| (7) in the N.Y. federal court against | 
Jack Bregman was examined be- | Amsco Music Sales Co., Inc., 
fore trial last week in N. Y. federal | 
an officer of Bregman, | 
Inc., in connection Wise, doing business as the Amsco | | public performing rights in copy- 
righted musical 
| dramatic-musical compositions. 
Reminiscencias | 
in 1922 and as- | 
| ceipts of copyrighted music. 


i 
{ 


Amsco | 
Music Publishing Co., Inc., Abra: | 
ham Schlager and Alexander E. 


Music Sales Co., charging infringe- 
ment of copyright on a song. Song 
is ‘Ay - Ay Ay, 
written 


Defendants are accused of having 
infringed it by publication of a song 


‘Let’s Sing Community Song Book.’ 
'An injunction, accounting of profits, | 
and damages are sought. 


Music Corp., | 





unrestricted | just the right color and timbre, par- 


which has} 
, Mis] 
the whole! 


In time, as and | 


|ASCAP collected $6,200,000 


| theatres, 


are members of the British | 
Performing Rights Society, which is | 


Wein- | 


j any fee. 
|troduced a 
| Broad Cove Ballroom 


Irwin Dash and Jimmy Camp- | 


termed 


FM SYMPH CLARIT 





Boston, March 11. 


‘F.M. opens a new field for ‘con- 
ductor-engineers’ in radio,’ said Dr. 


| Serge Koussevitzky, conductor of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra, after 


witnessing an FM demonstration ar- 
ranged by Westinghouse over its 
| WIXK, experimental station, broad- 


_ casting the orchestra directed by 


‘Richard Burgin, assistant conductor, 
| while Koussevitzky criticized the 
performance by direct phone to 


| Symphony Hall. 


Koussevitzky claimed that control 
men manipulate the dials too much 
and therefore distort a performance, 
while a trained musician with a radio 
background, or vice versa, could 


overcome this bad practice. 


Then W.C. Swartley, general man- 
ager of WBZ and WBZA, stepped 
into the informal discussion to ex- 
plain to Dr. Koussetvitzky that FM 
requires much less ‘dial twisting’ be- 
cause of automatic controls, but 
without a control man to watch the 
crescendos on regular broadcaster, 
several relays might be thrown off 
and stations put out of commission 
temporarily. 


Koussevitzky continued to remark 
that the broadcast was ‘astonishing 
and praised the crystal clear recep- 
tion. ‘Never before have I been able 
to pick out each instrument individ- 
ually in a broadcast. Every instru- 
ment sounds so clear, so beautiful, 
so natural. Each instrument keeps 


ticularly the clarinet, 
always been so bad on the air 
now so clear and has 
beauty of the instrument. 


| N. A. B. Raps 





























works of 67 such writers since the | 
organization went in for publishing | 








an Ontinued from page 4! 





in the 
last year, of which 
$326,616 came from Massachusetts. 
He broke this figure down 
lows: radio paid $193,400, of which 
$156,000 came from commercials; 
$50.700; restaurants, $54,- 
400; hotels, $16,000; dance halls, $6,- 
900; miscellaneous, $5,216. 
Paine explained that 19% 
total income was spent for 
istration purposes, 
it going to fight 
legislation. We 


United States 


of the 
admin- 
‘a great share of 
such anti-ASCAP 
are practically a 
travelling road show. Next week 
(13) we appear in Hartford, Conn.’ 
Others who appeared against the 
| bills: Otto Harbach, Mrs. Grace War- 
ner Gulesian, Dr. Mabel Daniels, 


William A. Fisher. 


Rep. Joseph Silvia, who introduced 
one of the bills, claimed that ASCAP 


| was working a hardship by taxing 
| . 
| him personally 


$75 for a summer 
season at his Oak Bluffs Hotel. As 
la result, he had to fire his orchestra, 
ihe claimed, and the same condition 


existed elsewhere so that 2,500 mu- | 


sicians in this state were kept out 
of work, he estimated. He didn’t 
believe that ASCAP should receive 
Rep. Harvey Irish, who in- 
second bill, conducts 
, Hingham. He 
echoed the same sentiment. 

Arthur M. McCarthy 


Yankee Beverage News, a liquor 
magazine, deplored the ‘strong arm 
tactics of ASCAP collectors,’ which 


he admitted was only hearsay when 
questioned by the legislative com- 
mittee chairman, Charles Innes, Jr. 
McCarthy felt that composers should 
live solely on the royalties they col- 


lect from publishers and that ASCAP | 


should not be paid by cafe owners, 

Several speakers for the bills, in- 
cluding Rep. Thomas P. O'Neil, 
CAP a ‘racket’ but 
| couldn’t explain what they meant 
| by the remark when questioned by 


| Chairman Innes. 


The bills in detail: No. 189, an act 
providing for the licensing and levy- 
|} ing a tax on the gross receipts of 


compositions and 


No. 324: 


to prohibit price fixing 
monopolies, 


and to tax gross re- 


No. 1721: to regulate the sale of 


| music for private and public enter- 
in, called ‘Ay Ay Ay’ in a book called | tainment and place it under the de- | 


| partment of labor, which will de- | 
termine the fee to be set on the} 
music. 


pared to the total number of writers 


as fol- | 


| prior to the ASCAP-radio imbroglio 





, editor of the | 


ma Houtzik). 





Inside Stuff—Music 


As the result of a protest lodged by the Music Publishers Protective 
Association the Charlton Publishing Co. has agreed to change the format 
of its songsheet mag, which sells for 10c. The MPPA complained that 
the mag’s current appearance and makeup was so similar to a bootleg 
sheet, ‘Stop! Look! Read! that newsstand dealers would become confused 
|! as to which was legitimate and which was against the law, 

harlton’s next issue of the Lyric mag will be tagged the ‘Charlton Big 
| Book,’ replacing its present title, ‘Prosperity Big Book.’ Numbers carried 
in the latter issue were mostly picked up from the public domain and 
from publishing firms belonging to band leaders. The MPPA informed 
Charlton that the impression its first issue gave was that it was trying to 
capture some of the street business built up by the bootleg sheet. 








‘Song Parade,’ nickel lyric mag which recently made a deal with Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., now wants to include the lyrics of ASCAP publishers in 
its publication. D. S. Publishing Co., which puts out ‘Parade,’ last week 
asked the office of the Music Publishers Protective Association to obtain 
the reprint rights for it but the MPPA suggested that it do the soliciting 
direct. 

D. S. is buying the rights on a non-exclusive basis, whereas many 
ASCAP publishers have exclusive reprint deals with ‘Song Hits’ mag, 
which sells for a dime. 





Representatives for the manufacturers of coin-operated machines last 
week expressed themselves as very dubious about the report that 2,000 
to 3,000 of such second-hand mechanisms were being shipped monthly to 
Central and South American countries. They doubted that the export of 
these machines amounted to more than a trickle just now, but they did 
foresee the time when the distribution of jukeboxes would become an 
important link to the South American phonograph record market. 





Nat Simon was Inadvertently mentioned as one of the ASCAP writers 
who attended the proposed organizational meeting of the Forum for Song- 
writers the week before last. Name was mentioned to a minority bloc of 
ASCAP members organized for the purpose of influencing the adoption of 
royalty distribution and other reforms within ASCAP. Simon was not 
present. 





Film, Nite Club, Radio Entertainers 


Among BMI's 67 Women Songwriters 


Broadcast Music, Inc., has gone in Louise Cooper Spindle (Helen 
strongly for femme songwriters. It | Winers Lee). 
figures that it has published the Kathleen G. Twomey , (Kay 


| Twomey , Madeline Clare). 
Floria Andrews (Floria Vestoff). 


10 months ago. Thelma Wallenberg. 


BMI also has con- 





tracts with 34 other songsmiths Mrs. Helen G. Wartels (Helen 
whose tunes it expected to publish | Greenfield). 

within the next few months. Its! Zoe Voeth (Joan Whitney, Renee 
proportion of femme writers as com- | Day, Zoe Day, Beverley St. Ives, 


Nellie Day). 
Florence Wickham. 
Leah Wohlgemuth (Leah Worth). 
Elaine S. Alston (Judith Arlen). 
Minnie Arenson (Minna Arenson). 
Carrol Bailey. 


that it has done business with dur- 
ing that time is 20%. 


Described by BMI as its No. 1) 
writer in this sex category is Joan 
Whitney, lyricist and former night- 
club performer. Among the 20 Alice Blackmore. 

tunes that BMI has taken from her| Shirley Batwin. 

are ‘It All Comes Back to Me,’ ‘High | Lillian Braun. 

On a Windy Hill,’ and ‘So You're the Alice Bress (Betty Barton). 


|One.” She’s the daughter of an Edith D. Bruce. 
'ASCAP member, Zoel Parenteau.| Mildred Livesay Budka (Mildred 
Other BMI writers on the distaff | Livesay). 


side are June Sillman, 
comedy, Ann Dvorak, 


of musical | 
of pictures, 


R. Dale Butts. 
Margaret Cool. 


(now in England) and Welcome! f[,ee Darnell. 
Lewis, of vaude and now of CBS Francis C. Doherty (Fran Do- 
radio. 


herty). 
Mary Downey. 
Virginia Faulkner. 
Ann (Mrs. Leslie) Fenton (Ann 
Dvorak). 
Clare Fletcher. 
Gertrude Forster. 
Eleanor H. Fort (Hank Fort). 
Camilla Frydan. 
Marjorie Goetschius, 
Beatrice Goldsmith. 
Margolita Gram (Margolita). 
Bertita Harding. 
| Beatrice Huberdeau. 
Ethel Hugli. 
Jeanette Ilion. 
Ruth Bullinger 
Ruth). 
Dorothy Ann Kobel. 
| Charlotte Lemare. 
| Marian MacDonald 
| donald). 
Adelaide Matthews. 
| Ruth L. Merriman 
Leckie). 
Marv Margaret Mullen. 
Judj Parks. 
Tobv Prin. 
Nathalie Claire Rhoden 
Rhoden). 
Tune Robbins (Juny Joy). 
Josephine Sampers (Buchanan). 
Wini Sxon. 
Mimi Scadron. 
Flaine Seaman. 
Katherine A. See. 
Vireinia Myrick Sloan 
Sloan), 
Anne Spear. 
Lucille Stromberg (Lucille Har- 
mon). 
Edna Thomas (s¢na Holland). 
Letta Thomas. 
Mabel Helen Toole. 
Annabe! S. Wallace 


Following is the roll call of BMI | 
| femme writers, the vast majority of 
whom never had a song published | 


(the names in parentheses are their 
nom-de-plume): 


Jean Barasch (Barry), 

Silvia Begley. 

Elizabeth Tarwater (Betty Best). 
Alice Stead Binney. 

Pearl Black. a 
Helen Bliss. | 
Nellie Shorthill Bradshaw. 
Una Mae Carlisle. 

Louise W. Cobb. 


June Sillman (June Sillman Car- 
roll). 


Irving (Willis 


Laurette Carroll. (Marian Mac- 
Myrtle L. Carry. 

Charlotte Cassel. 

Emma Mae Roberts (Kay Collier). 
Miriam Conley. 

Edwina Coolidge. 

Evelyn Love Cooper. 

Dell Daykin. 

Josephine M. Profitt (Sylvia Dee). | 
Frances O. Butts (Dale Evans). 
Eva Franklin. 

Rena Fulling. 

Henrietta Gilden. 

Mrs. Daniel Mayer Breumer (Sel- 


(Ruth Taylor 


(Natalie 


Kay Kenny. 

Mrs. Alan Lampe (Nan Lampe). 
Welcome Lewis. 

Ottilie Mark. 

Alice Mattullath. 

Margaret Muenzen. 

Helen E. Myers. 

Marcia Neil. 

R. G. Olson (Betty Culp Olson). 
Ada Beth Peaker. 


(Virginia 





Mrs. Carl C. Austin (Ione Pick-|' Marie Walley. 
h-rdt). | Florence Weicker 
Jean Reuterman (Georges Eliot). Arderr> White. 


Frances Fisk Shaw (Ethel Goree). Olga Wolf. 
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Pa. Law of 1878 Barring Femmes From 
Working in Saloons Threatens Niteries 





Philadelphia, March 11. 


Philly nitery entrepreneurs are 
won~vermng whether they’ll have to 
shut up shop and throw the keys 
away on the strength of a ruling 
of an upstate judge made on Sat- 
urday (8). The jurist, Judge How- 
ard W. Hughes of Washington Coun- 
ty, handed down a decision that a 
law of 1878, which forbids the em- 
ployment of any female in an es- 
tablishment which sells liquor, was 
still in force. 

Literally construed, attorneys said, 
the law would cause chaotic condi- 
tions throughout the state, as _ it 
would prohibit the employment of 
waitresses, hostesses, female enter- 
tainers, hat check girls, etc. Judge 
Hughes made his ruling in the case 
of two cafe operators in Charleroi, 
Pa., who were arrested for violating 
the 63-year-old act. 

A repeal of this old law has been 
introduced in the State Legislature, 
but no action has as yet been taken. 
Counsel for the Charleroi operators 
said they would appeal to the appel- 
late courts to reverse Judge Hughes’ 
decision. Unless they are successful, 
the State Liquor Board would be 
compelled to revoke the booze per- 
mits of spots employing women, in 
the opinion of legal experts. 

David H. Weiner, attorney for one 
of the Charleroi defendants, Adolph 
Feldman and Leonard Schwartz, 
argued that the old law was re- 
pealed ‘by implication’ by an act of 
1934, but Judge Hughes replied: 
‘Repeal of statutes by implication is 
not favored by courts or legal au- 
thorities.’ 

J. Myron Shimer, deputy attorney 
general, representing the _ liquor 
board here, said the ruling, if up- 
heid by the higher courts, would 
have a ‘revolutionary effect upon the 
retail liquor industry in the state.’ 
He said, however, the effect of the 
ruling would be felt first in the 


county in which it had been made. | 


State-wide enforcement would fol- 
low when a state court (superior or 
supreme) would uphcld the decision. 

J. George Lipsius, counsel for the 
Philadelphia Retail Liquor Dealers 
Assn., said the enforcement of the 


Hughes decision would throw thou-| 


sands of waitresses, entertainers and 
other female employes out of work. 

Under the liquor act of 1939, bar- 
maids are prohibited. State Liquor 
Board regulations forbid the 
ployment of hostesses in night spots 
to ‘lure’ customers into buying 
drinks. ‘Mixing’ of entertainers with 
customers also taboo—but this 
ruling hasn’t been strictly enforced 


here. 


is 


NEW DALLAS ICE RINK 
TO SEAT AROUND 7,500 


Dallas, March 11. 
An ice rink that will encompass 
all ice activities, such as skating and 
hockey, and which will bring to 
Dallas elaborate ice revues never be- 
fore shown here, will be opened in 
Dallas by June 1, according to plans 


announced Saturday (8). The rink, 
as yet unnamed, will be located in 
the arena at Fair Park. It will be 


operated by a $150,000 corporation 
headed by Clarence E. Linz, former 
general manager of the Dallas Jour- 
nal. Negotiations are being com- 
pleted with Harry L. Seay, presi- 
dent of the State Fair Assn., accord- 
ing to Linz, and only details remain 
to be worked out. 

The arena will be remodeled and 
redecorated, with a seating capacity 
of approximately 7,500. Plans in- 
clude the installation of a tearoom, 
cafes, soft drink bars and lounges. 





Jean Hubert Hurt, But 
Goes On With Her Act 


Albany, March 11. 

The-show-must-go-on tradition was 
exemplified last week by Jean Hu- 
bert, 
long a standard variety act, who fell 
during her drunk pantomime act at 
an afternoon performance of ‘Streets 
of Paris’ in the Grand, was treated 
for a dislocated elbow at 7 p.m. in 
Memorial Hospital and then did two 
shows the same night without any- 
one in the-front of the house being 
aware of her injury. 

Oscar J. Perrin, Albany theatre 
manager, said he did not learn of the 
mishap until the next day. 


+ 4 


em- | 


of Frank and Jean Hubert, | 





+ 


One for Danny Kaye 





Ft. Wayne, March 11. 

Hilliard -Gates and Clarence 
Garnes, WOWO-WGL  sports- 
casters, ran into something when 
they started to describe the In- 
diana state Catholic high school 
basketball tournament tilt in- 
volving South Bend Central. The 
team’s line-up included Joe Las- 
kowski, Ed Beczkiewicz, Stan 
Klimezak, Len lLewinski, Art 
Swarcan and Joe Sobczak. 

Gates believes no one can 
blame him for feeling somewhat 
relieved when South Bend’s 
quintet lost its first game in the 
eliminations. 


ICE’ GOT 5846 
IN 22-WEEK 
N.Y.RUN 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ which left New 
York Saturday (8) for three-and- 
one-half weeks of touring and re- 
visions, brought $584,000 into the 
Center theatre boxoffice during its 
| 22-week teiure at the house. It 
| played 180 performances, 

Show opens today (Wednesday) in 
| Chicago and reopens at the Centre 
| April 3. Joe Cook, star of the N. , ¢ 


engagement, and a number of other 
| performers, will drop out after the 
| Indianapolis stand, Cook going on a 
| vaude tour. In addition to the Four 














Bruises, revised ‘Ice’ will have two | 


new comedy turns, Fritz Dietle and 
Freddie Trenkler and Lee and Slagle 
when it opens in N. Y. Ballroom 
team on skates, Rona and Cliff 
Thaele, until recently in ‘Icecapades,’ 
and adagio team of Betty Atkinson 
and Charles Hain will also be added. 
Gene Snyder is staging new version. 
Leon Leonidofft did the original. 


‘Ice Follies’ 45G, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, March 11. 


Playing second engagement here 
within period of two months, ‘Ice 


Follies’ repeated its original smash 
last week when it jammed the Gar- 
dens for seven performances and a 
gross of around $45,000. That fig- 
ure represented better than arena’s 
|capacity. Ice revue got in 11 shows 
| between Xmas and New Year’s and 
| grabbed $75,000, giving show $120,- 
000 for its Pittsburgh season, 

| Curiously enough, advance sale 
for ‘Follies’ return was bigger than 
| it was first time, $36,000 against 
| $25,000. That was credited to fact 
| that thousands were turned away in 
December and also to steady adver- 
tising campaign ever since show’s 
| previous visit. 


Ben Riley’s Inn Assets 
Bring $6,700 at Sale 


Assets of Ben Riley’s Arrowhead 
Inn. New York, were sold Monday 
(10) in the N. Y. federal court for a 
total of $6.700 by referee Peter B. 
Olney, Jr., to three bidders. 
tempt to sell everything at once 
brought a top bid of $5,900, so the 
referee sold the assets individually. 

The furniture, fixtures, name and 
goodwill of the bankrupt were sold 
| for $5,000 to Joseph S. Epstein. The 
| foodstuffs, liquor and tobacco went 
for $700 to Harry Rappapert. The 
real estate, 
mortgage, including taxes and 





| 


in- 


An at- | 


subject to a $385,000 | 


Hildegarde to S. A.? 


Hildegarde, who returns to the 
Savoy-Plaza hotel, N. Y., Friday (14), 
has a six-week booking due for July 
2 at the Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, 
at $2,000 per. She is to sail June 20, 
if going. 

Jack Bertell of CBS Artists, her 
personal rep, is handling the deal. 


Several AGVA 
Locals Behind 


On Remittances 











Several locals of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists are delin- 
quent in remitting the 40% of their 
gross receipts due the national office, 
with San Francisco the worst of- 
fender. Latter has sent no assess- 
ments to the national office since 
Oct. 18, with the exception of two 
weeks in January, and now owes a 
total of $3,164. 

Vic Connors, its executive secre- 
tary, has long been campaigning for 
the national exec sec post, even 
when Hoyt Haddock was still in of- 
fice. 

The other delinquent locals are 
Los Angeles, which has made no re- 
mittances for the past three weeks; 
Detroit, behind since Feb. 8 due to 
accumulated local indebtedness; 
Cleveland, since Feb. 22; Philadel- 
phia, which has made no payments 
since Jan. 25, when the remittance 
totalled only $18.98. 

Emily Holt, chairman of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica committee appointed to heip ad- 
minster the affairs of AGVA, cited 
the delinquencies in a weekly letter 
sent all the locals. She made it 
plain that AGVA needed the full co- 
operation of all the branches if a 
really powerful organization is to be 
| built. She also made it clear that 
failure to make remittances 
bring revocation of charters of in- 
dividual locals, but added ‘this is no 
time to consider revocation of char- 
ters or disciplinary action. It is 
time for cooperation ... the assess- 
ment is legitimate.’ 

In this same letter, Miss Holt rec- 
ognizes that some forces are attempt- 
ing to regain control of AGVA. She 
states: 

‘The matter of undue influence in 
AGVA is of great concern to the 
4A’s. We are not without sources of 
information, and we find that many 
messages are going out to the vari- 
ous Locals and to individuals and 
that ‘inspired’ messages are being 
sent to your National office. It is 
up to you to see that such influences 
are stamped out of the organization, 
as believe me, they will be stamped 
|}out insofar as the 4A’s is aware of 
| them and is able to do 80.’ 








' Mpls. Cafe Proprietors 
Chummed With Gunmen, 
Beer Licenses Stalled 


Minneapolis, March 11. 

Because prison records showed 
their proprietors had paid a number 
of visits to Joseph Schaefer 
George Young, Murder, Inc., trig- 
german, in Stillwater penitentiary, 
the City Council health committee 
has held up the beer licenses of 
Charlie’s Cafe Exceptionale, town’ 
| best restaurant, and one of most 
popular clubs, and 620 Club, also a 








leading nitery. 

One of three involved, speaking 
for trio, explained most of visits 
were in connection with staging 


| boxing shows. He denied ever try- 
| ing to have Schaefer and Young par- 
| doned, stating he only one of 
| trio acquainted with gunmen and 
said two Philadelphia fight promot- 
ers had asked him to look up the 
pair and he had taken his partner 
and friend along. 


was 


terest, went for $1,000 to the law firm | 


oft Wilzin & Halperin, acting for an 
| unnamed client. 

A petition for reorganization was 
filed by the Inn last Dec. 16, at which 
time assets of $283,142 were listed as 
|against $837,332 in liabilities. On 

Feb. 11 the reorganization proceed- 
ings were dismissed. 





Niesen Note-Ables, musical group 
‘recently discovered in St. Louis by 
| Gertrude Niesen while on tour, open 


‘at the Zebra Room of the Town 





‘Colored Show Sought 
By Rubin for N.Y. Spot 


Ben Rubin, who opened the 
| Absinthe House on West 52d street, 
New York, some weeks ago, is shop- 
| ping for an amplified colored show 


to supplement the Mississippi delta | 


| cuisine. Rubin operated the restau- 


|rants and Sazerac Bar in the Gay | 


|New Orleans Village at the N. Y. 
| World’s Fair. 
| For the Absinthe House, Rubin» 


can | 


and | 


c | 


March 22 Deadline for Nominations 


Of AGVA’s National Officers; Voting 
To End on April 17; Haddock Curbed 





A Natural 





Block and Sully, who are 
making personal appearances at 
Loew’s State, New York, this 
week for the 11th time, observed 
their 11th wedding anninversary 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Yesterday, incidentally, 
March 11. 


was 








RESISTANCE 
IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 11. 

With Jack Irving up from Chicago 
and ‘running the show,’ American 
Guild of Variety Artists is trying to 
organize the town ror the first time 
and a battle looms as a result of 
resistance from clubs, which fore- 
see higher flocr show costs, and 
agents who fear they'll be put out 
of business, 


Setting out to enlist the backing 
and support of all the unions affili- 
ated with the hotels, liquor establish- 
|ments and theatres prior to signing 
|up to AGVA contracts the local em- 
poriums employing entertainmen 
|talent, Irving declared that 





|ation a ‘terrible mess. 
| Performers in some of the larger 
| Minneapolis niteries are receiving as 
| little as $3 a night remuneration; 
'$37.50 a week gross salaries for 
| dance teams are common, and sin- 
| gles of average ability in the smaller 
|spots are lucky to grab off $10 a 
| week, with $1 deducted for agent's 
| commission, according to Irving. 


Besides signing the establishments | 


|using entertainers to AGVA con- 
| tracts, binding them to employ only 
| AGVA artists and to book through 
| AGVA franchised agents, Irving ex- 
| pects to restrict the agent franchises 
lto those individuals ‘who have a 


|ethical manner.’ At present, he de- 
clares, every actor tries to be his 
own agent and at least one agent 
here attempts to collect as much as 
50% commission. 

Twin City radio stations, booking 
shows and talent, are falling in line, 
Irving says. The Orpheum theatre, 
playing the important stage shows, 
already is signed up with AGVA, 
but such smaller houses as the Gay- 
ety and Princess, which also have 
been using vaude in conjunction 
with films are far outside the fold, 
he points out. 


Sofferin Again in Dutch 





Detroit, March 11. 
Sammy Sofferin will be denied a 
liquor license for his downtown 
nitery, the Wonder Bar, when his 
present license expires, the State 
Liquor Control Commission has 
ruled. 
Sofferin, a longtime nitery opera- 
tor here, made his reappearance 


on the Detroit scene a year ago after 
his widely known Powatan was 


+ 

ed 
| 
| 
| 


AGVA MEETING 


condi- | 
| tions here are chaotic and the situ- | 


|reputation for doing business in an | 


The special administrative com- 
|mittee from the Associated Actors 
land Artistes of America now super- 
vising operation of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists last week 
set up the machinery for the na- 
tional election of officers and nae 
tional board for the vaude-nitery 
performers’ union. Nominations can 
be filed up to March 22 and pallots 
will be sent out five days later, with 
the voting to end April 17. 

At the same time as reaching full 
agreement on the election rules and 
dates, the Four A’s committee also 
passed a resolution that outlaws any 
attempts by Hoyt Haddock, deposed 
national executive secretary, to do 
any electioneering. It was resolved 
that if any paid employee or former 
executive of AGVA is found elec- 
tioneering, the election can be in- 
validated. 

It has been indicated to the Four 
A’s committee that Haddock has 
been holding meetings with certain 
AGVA members, mostly from the 
so-called radical faction. Some of 
| those with whom the former execu- 
| tive secretary is now confabbing 
, were involved in the last New York 
| local election, which was subse- 
;Guently declared illegal because of 
electioneering by paid employees 
and other infractions of rules. 

It’s held probable by his opponents 
that Haddock is trying to edge his 
way back into AGVA via a vote of 
a new national board, if, naturally, 
| he can succeed in having ‘friendly’ 
| parties elected thereto. It will be up 
|to the new national board to select 
an executive secretary. 

‘Discharged Employee’ 

Besides the resolution passed Jast 
Friday (7), the Four A’s commit- 
tee is informing-~all locals of AGVA 
that Haddock’s dismissal was upheld 
by the Four A’s and that he should 
be looked upon strictly as a dis- 
| charged employee. This action is bee 
lieved to stem from the report that 
| Haddock has also been active in try- 
ing to enlist support’ from the 
| branches out-of-town, especially in 
|view of the fact that all the locals 
| will be represented on the new na- 
| tlonal board. 

Another attempt to circumvent the 
| possibility of the ‘radical’ faction 
|again getting control of the N. Y. 
local may be made this week, when 
charges will be brought against cer- 
tain alleged Reds and fellow-travel- 
ers in the organization. Some three 
|or four supposed Communists have 
held offices and positions on the na- 
tional and N. Y. local board. Reso- 
| lution passed early last fall barred 

Communists from elective or paid 
positions with AGVA. 

In an effort to step up org inizing 
N.Y., AGVA last week reinstated 
Arthur Shields to the organizer pay- 











in 


| roll in N.Y. Shields, an actor, was 
dismissed by Haddock last spring, 
which brought vociferous protest 
from some members, who thought 
Haddock should have fired one of 
|}the non-actor organizers instead. 
AGVA is looking for still another 
organizer to supplement the N.Y. 


On Detroit Liquor Okay, 


staff. 
Charity Fund Switch 
Another move this past week was 
AGVA’s turning over of its charity 
fund to be administered by the Ac- 


tors Fund. AGVA will contiue to 
pass on the worthiness of charity 
cases, but the Actors Fund will 
handle the coin. This is the first 


step in a plan submitted some time 
(Continued on page 45) 


VAUDE AND BANDSHOWS 
BACK INTO THE CITY, NY. 


banged shut on charges of permit-| 


ting gambling and serving drinks | 


after the 2 a.m. curfew. 


| Police had balked the issuance 

lof his present license but the State 

| group had said okay, that it did not 

| believe in the persecution of a man 
for past offenses. However, Sof- 
ferin landed in the grease again, 
with both city and state charges 
lodged against him, for hiring a cig- 
aret girl who turned out to be only 
17 years old. 





Paul Novak, first trumpet player 
for Charlie Hector’s WEEI studio 
band, Boston, joins the army as a 
registered pharmacist, March 17, and 


House, Los Angeles, March 13 for | took over an entire brownstone front! will be replaced by Joe Verrico from 


| threemonth engagement. 


residence opposite Leon & Eddie's. 


Jack Renard’s orchestra. 





| Sam Briskman, who’s in partner- 
ship with Max Rudnick in operation 
| of theatres in Brooklyn, has taken 
| over the old Fox’s City, a landmark 
|of early vaudeville days, under a 
five-year lease from an estate which 
is in control. Walter Reade operated 
the house several years ago but 
pulled out last year after having 
trouble with the owners. 
Under Briskman’s lease, rent is on 
a basis of 1244% of the gross, with a 
fixed minimum as a guarantee in the 
'event this percentage does not strike 
|} an agreed-upon figure. 

Briskman plans using pictures and 
| vaudeville four days a week, with 
|name bands for the other three days, 
| Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays. Al 
‘ Dow agency will do the booking. 
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Night Club Reviews 








Carrousel, Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, March 9. 
Belle Baker, 


DeMayos, Merry-Go-Round Girls 


{12}, Johnny Austrian Orch (10); $2 


minimum, 





Belle Baker and Romo Vincent are 


the sockiest entries this revolving re- | 


treat has trotted out this season, and 
whether Ben Brooks was aware of it 
or not when he set these two on the 
same bill, he scored a ‘natural.’ 


La Belle is no stranger here, but 
this is a first time out for the rotund 
Romo. It won’t be his last. As sin- 
gles, they’re both socko, but as a duo 
they are a wow. 


Miss Baker is one trouper who 


doesn’t make with the past notices to | 


coast along. Her material is always 
up to date, and by crossing the new 
ditties with the oldies she keeps both 
the thinly-thatched and the juvenile 
trade calling for more. 
time she steps on the stage until she 
begs off, the sitters are in the palm 
of her hand. She is the only war- 
bler ever caught in this room who 
can quiet a noisy dinner mob down 
to where you can hear ’em breathe. 

Vincent is an immediate click here. 
He’s a comical chap with an amusing 
line of chatter and some really 
standout impersonations. It will take 
another season to establish him sol- 
idly, but considering fact that his 
name has been more or less asso- 
ciated with the New York Hurricane, 
he’s getting a fair share of attention. 
After all a great many people who 
frequent the niteries here are from 
small towns in the midwest and have 
never been to New York. 


The De Mayos are standard ball- 
Troomologists Their routines are ac- 
ceptable, but far from original, or 
even particularly showy. 

Three appearances by the house 
line round out the revue. Gals are 
easy on the orbs and nicely cos- 
tumed, but contribute nothing to- 
wards a finer appreciation of the 
dance. 

Johnny Austrian’s hard-driving ag- 
gregation plays both for dansapation 
and the show. It’s a versatile team 
of 10 crack musicians, and one of the 
better small combos heard here this 
season. Leslie. 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 





Josephine Del Mar, Luba Malina. | 
Rosita &| 
and Noro| 


George Church, Cesar, 
Pancho, Jack Harris 
Morales Orchestras; $2 minimum. 





New lineup at LaConga is a brisk | 
sequence of specialties highlighted | 
by Luba Malina, personality Russe 
chanteuse with a new coiff and now 
in the Latin groove, and Josephine | 
Del Mar (New Acts), doubling from 


‘Meet the People.’ 


George Church, tapster of 


Way productions. where his ballet 
style of tap terps clicked. Also 
Cesar, Rosita and Pancho, conga- 


rhumba combo of dancers, recently 


at Leon & Eddie’s, doing a gamut of 


Latin bumps and hip-weaving. 
Miss Malina, being basically of the 
‘continental’ vintage in the song- 


stress division, is facile for any type | 


nitery, and has been around in vir- 
tually every classification. She fits 
in 


I Saw Paris,’ ‘Latins Know How’ and 
a French ballad. A strongly regis- 
tering personality always, Miss .Ma- 
lina’s new head-dress (new, at least, 











Romo Vincent, The | 


From the | 


With them is| 
distinc- 
tion, just out of the Al Jolson mu- 
sical, and previously in other Broad- | 


well, with a surefire repertoire | 
that includes ‘Bublichki,’ ‘Last Time | 





SOMETHING 
NEW UNDER 
THE CALIFORNIA 
SUN! 


ART BORAN 


Currently presenting his noted impersonations 
i Broadway and Hollywood celeovrities. 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL, 





& 
“Young Arthur Boran, radie’s versatile en- 
tertainer, master of ceremonies, songster, actor, 
mimic-comedian—cream of the Broadway erop.’’ 
—Danton Walker, N. Y. Daily News 


e 
Oir.: EVERETT N. CROSBY AGENCY, LTD. 


, since last caught) shows her off even 
more effectively. 

| Church, who emcees nicely, mixes 
/up his ballet taps into two sessions 
and winds up tieing the show into 
knots. 

Otherwise, Jack Harris, the repa- 
| triated American maestro, long stan- 
dard at Ciro’s, London, which he also 
managed-operated, heads a brisk U.S. 
dance combo, and the rotund Noro 
| Morales officiated for the native ses- 
|sions, a prequisite, naturally, in a 

spot whose billing is LaConga. 

| Reformed publicists Milton Rubin 
'and Irving Zussman, who started as 
|p.a.s for this joint, in lieu of their 
| services, and wound up as nitery 
|bonifaces, continue at the helm. 
| Spot is seemingly clicking with a 
lno - couvert, $2 minimum - check 
policy. Abel. 


Camellia House, Chi 


(DRAKE HOTEL) 


| 
| 
| 
a 
| 
| 


Chicago, March 8. 
Bob Knight Orch (7), 





_ 





Drake hotel, which used to have 
a red-ink enticer in the big Gold 
|Coast room, has found the gold at 
the end of the rainbow with the 
small ritz room that shoves every- 
| body in everybody else’s lap. There 
|is a minimum of entertainment, but 
a maximum of decor and that in- 
tangible item called atmosphere. 

Prices nave been upped so that 
| the kids and the mooches won't for- 
get their manners, and the entire 
iaim is at that conscious air of 
| superiority and ultra exclusiveness. 
For some time the management has 
been giving them a band and a 
singer, the vocalists being among the 
top bracket and have included such 
people as Hildegarde, Yvette and 
such, 

But currently they have tossed the 
entire burden onto the shoulders of 
| Bob Knight’s orchestra, fresh from a 
| long stay in the Hotel Pierre in N, Y. 
It is distinctly to the credit of 
| Knight that with his small aggrega- 
ition he is capable of holding up the 
|}business of this joint against the 
| bigger spots in town. He has de- 
veloped a real following in the short 
time has has been in Chicago and 
indicates that a welcome sign will be 
out for him any time he wants to 
come back to this town, 











this spot, handling himself, the band 
and particularly the customers with 
a smooth showmanship that ingrati- 
ates and makes ’em remember him. 
Musically, the orchestra has an 





Knight has a swell personality for | 


‘CHASE CLUB, ST. LOO 





amazing deal of tone, quality and 
fullness for a small aggregation. The 
music is perfect for a room like this, 
easy, smooth and full of danceable 
rhythm, Outfit plays all types, from 
| the fox-trot to the samba, and these 
| customers dance ’em all, or at least 
try. 

Of course, the basis of the band is 
| the good old show tunes. If it’s from 
a Broadway musical, you can bet 
your upper plate it’s in the Knight 
| catalog. 
| Knight himself plays elegant music 
| On a steel and a Spanish guitar, both 
»|amplified electrically. This guitar 
| work stands out throughout the ar- 

rangements and makes the band ef- 
fective and interesting. 
| boys give ’em plenty of violins, 
|clarinets and other soft instrumen- 
| tation. 

In all, a remarkably interesting 
| setup for a small group and a band 
| With an eye on the future. Gold. 


LEON & EDDIE’S N. Y. 


| Jackie Miles, Clymas Troupe (4), 
Byrnes and Swanson, Dora Maug- 
ham, Milda with Teddy Rodriguez 
Conga Dancers (6), Virginia Valley, 





George Cortello and Hollywood Ca- | 


nines, Patricia Joyce, Lou Martin 
Orch (7) and Nerida Rhumbaists 
(6); $2.50 minimum. 

With Eddie Davis, host and star of 
this 13-year-old nitery, still out of 
the running through a bad ear oper- 
ation, he and his partner, Leon 
Enken, are wisely going a bit over- 
board on the budget. Result is the 
best floor show in town at this metro- 
politan N. Y. institution. What with 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe now 

| folded until the 18th, when a new 
| revue comes in, the Hurricane hav- 


George White’s Gay White Way no 








| ing its liquor license headaches, and 


wow on biz, it gives L&E’s an ex- 
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Rest of the | 


traordinarily good opportunity to | 
grab all the business in sight. 

show is a judicious admixture of 
basic talent and nitery fol-de-rol. 
The paprika is there, with the tradi- 
tional mild stripper (Patricia Joyce) 
and Dora Maugham’s sophisticated 
songs, excellent material by Blanche 
Merrill which the seasoned comedi- 
enne whips over to the 52d streeters 
with the same boff as she did in 
London and Paris in the halcyon 
days befoh de wah. 

New face is Jackie Miles, brisk | 
conferencier who will make himself 
important in the cafe field purvey- 
ing his own material, just as he did 
with the stuff he previously peddled 
to Richman, Lewis, Jackie Gleason, 
et al. He's a good regisseur and 
knows how to pace a show as well 
as to project his own gags. 

Clymas Troupe (4) are a_ boff 
starter-offer with their Apache ho- 
kum. It’s a brisk intro act, worthy 
of a better presentation spot but for 
the necessity to set their props. 

Virginia Valley, a looker, is a per- 
sonality songstress, an alumna of 
Jimmy Kelly’s in Greenwich Village. 
She packs s.a. and handles her pop 
tunes with sound effect. 

Byrnes and Swanson, dancers, have 
a whale of a whirlwind-shoulder rou- 
tine. George Cortello handles his 
Hollywood canines with the seasoned 
assurance that comes with veteran- 
ship in the business. The clever 
pooches are a neat change of pace 
for a cafe. Dora Maugham’s pert 
stories and saucy lyrics are judicious- 
ly paced, commensurately with the 
dinner, supper or early-a.m. sessions. 
Teddy Rodriguez’ Conga Dancers 
(6), equally divided, include a par- 
ticularly good pair of boys up front 
leading the line. Milda does the vo- 
calsin front of thecongaers. Abel. 


(HOTEL CHASE) 


St. Louis, March 10. 
Ruth Petty, Billy Sherman, Otto 
Glaeser, Claire and Hudson, Fuzzy 
Combs, Henry Busse Orch (14); 
$1.25-$1.75 minimum. 








While Lent is making heavy in- 
roads in the b.o. activity of the 
flicker houses in this heavily popu- 
lated Catholic community, the man- 
agement of this swank west end spot 
is overcoming the ‘blight’ by con- 
tinuing its policy of grabbing top- 
notch bands and acts. Biz has been 
on the upbeat since Henry Busse and 
the accompanying acts moved into 
this room. 

For the first time in more than a 
year an acro-balance act, Claire and 
Hudson, are on tap and prove a wel- 
come diversion from the ballroom- 
ologists who seem to be part of every 
show. Busse, back for the first time 
since 1938, when he played at the 
Meadowbrook Country Club, is at- 
tracting both young and oldsters. At 
session caught the 850-seat room was 
filled to the brim. Management 
fetched Johnny Neblett, gabber at 
KWK, in the same building, for the 
|m.c. stint and he adds to the fine 
|show with a bunch of neat, brief 
| gags and snappy intros for the acts. 
| Ruth Petty, native swing singer, 
;was snared for this engagement 
| while on a visit to her folks and runs | 
| Busse and the tooters a close race | 
|for top honors. She begins her stint | 





with ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes At Me,’ | 
|followed with her own arrangement 
of ‘Maybe,’ continued with special 
|lyrics for ‘Wide Open Spaces,’ and | 
when the palm-pounders wouldn't | 
give up, she returned to sock over 
|‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling.’ Busse 
}opens the proceedings with his 
| themer, ‘Hot Lips,’ and really gives 
;out some torrid notes on the trumpet. 
Bill Sherman, warbler featured with 
the band, follows with neat bariton- 
ing of ‘A Nightingale Sang in Ber- 
keley Square’ and ‘Frenesi,’ with an 
ASCAP lyric for an encore. 

Otto Glaeser, cornetist in the band, 
has a novel act of his own origina- 
tion. With a ‘Pinocchio’ doll, manip- 
ulated by his fingers and operating 
the valves of the instrument, Glaeser 
injects some nifty comedy as he 
| plays ‘Tea For Two.’ After the Petty 
|gal comes Fuzzy Combs, rhythm 
| warbler, to contribute neatly. The 
band brings the 40-minute session to 
a close with Busse’s symphonic ar- | 
rangement of ‘When Day Is Done,’ 
with the maestro doing some more | 
hot trumpeting and the lads combin- | 
ing as an ensemble to sing the lyrics. 

Sahu, 








Grace MacDonald’s Injury 
Delays N.Y. Nitery Date 

The former MacDonald brother- 
sister act almost day-and-dated in 
Manhattan this week, but for Gracie 
MacDonald’s injured gam, which set 
back her preem last Thursday (6) 
at the Versailles, N. Y., until Joe E. 
Lewis comes in two weeks hence. 
She was to have opened with John 
Boles. 

Brother Ray MacDonald, whose 
broken ankle in a Cleveland acci- 
dent two years ago broke up the 
team, is current at Loew’s State, 
N. Y. He goes to Washington next 
week and reports to Metro on a 
termer immediately thereafter for 


his first assignment, ‘Babes on Broad- 
way.’ 


| mittently. 





Following the Lewis-MacDonald 
booking, next due into the Versailles | 





are Paul Draper and Cynda Glenn. | 





New Acts In Cafes 


AGVA STOPS CHI NITERY 











JOHN BOLES 

Songs 

12 Mins. 

Versailles Club, N. Y. 

John Boles has appeared in a nitery 
before, the Atlantico, Rio de Janeiro, 
but this marks his American cafe 
debut. 

The picture star, who’s also sung 
in concert and has done _ other 
rostrum work, is a cinch for the 
niteries. He's not only a staple per- 
former but his cinematic rep and 
generally good record, over the 
years, mark him automatically as 
an attraction for engagements in 
class niteries of this calibre. Ob- 
viously in a fancy price range, as a 
performer, he is expected to draw, 
but the Versailles management at- 
tests to this freely and heartily, 
stating that on the night caught (a 
Friday, the second after his Thurs- 
day debut) it was the best Friday 
dinner and supper business in three 
months. Coming in the Lenten period 
it’s the more notable. 

The captious might  carpingly 
analyze him as a cafe act. They may 
question his routine; his selection of 
numbers; the change (or rather the 
lack) of pace; the endeavor to cut up, 
a bit out of character for the person- 
able, dignified gent with the well- 
tailored tails, neatly cropped 
moustache and romantic front. But 
that’s relatively minor. 

On personality values Boles is, of 
course, surefire for the femmes—and 
their escorts, for that matter. His 
voice is robust, authoritative; his 
selections properly romantic. ‘Song 
Is You,’ ‘Sylvia,’ ‘Following the Sun 
Around,’ ‘Waiting at the Gate for 
Katy’ (with bucolic getv » and a dash 
of truckin’ business), a slow French 
ballad, ‘One Alone,’ ‘Always in My 
Arms’ were his routine when caught. 
It's dominantly ballady, which it 
should be, and yet when he essays 
‘Katie’ it’s a bit too ‘cute’ and cutup 
for the singer. 

But firstly, no pattern or show 
formula has ever pleased everyone 
at every show in every respect. By 
and large Boles more than fills a 
pretty tall order in this topflight 
cafe. What's more he’s boxoffice— 
and that’s what Nick Prounis, Arnold 
Rossfield, Johnny Boggiano, et al. are 


paying him for at the Versailles. 
Abel. 

EVELYN FARNEY 
Taps 
5 Mins. 
Versailles Club, N. Y. 

An llth hour booking, through 
Gracie MacDonald’s _indisposition, 


Evelyn Farney is a personable little 
tapster with a neat style and general 
change of pace. Her three brief rou- 
tines are as varied as orthodox solo 
tapstering will permit. 

Opener is a_ straight routine; 
second with rhumba variations, and 
third features some effective whirls 


| and pirouettes of the modified Russe 


order, all, of course, while never | 
missing a cleat. 
She makes for a _ neat little! 


entr’acte and, on strength of a pert 
and personable freshness and basic 


terp appeal, young Evelyn Farney is | 
okay for the cafes; ditto theatres, etc. | 


Abel. 


| JOSEPHINE DEL MAR 


Songs, Dances 
10 Mins. 
La Conga, N. Y. 
Josephine Del Mar is new to New 
York niteries. She’s doubling from 
‘Meet the People,’ intime revue out 
of Hollywood. 
Billed as the ‘South American 
Spitfire,’ she’s a personable singing- 
dancing specialist with 


plays by wearing conservative dinner 


gowns and only flashing them inter- | 


Chi-Castenango’ number out of 
‘Meet the People,” interspersed with 
other song-and-dance 


La Conga, which started off Diosa | 
Costello on a progressive road, bill- | 


ing her as ‘the Latin bombshell,’ 
captions Miss Del Mar the ‘South 
American Spitfire’ She’s not as 
eruptive as all that, but does make a 
neat paprika touch for any cafe. 
Abel. 


a fetching | 
pair of gams which she wisely under- | 


She highlights the ‘Chi- | 


~ SHOW: DEMANDS BOND 


} 

Chicago, March 11. 

| Rather than leave its members 
| holding the bag, the local offices of 
| the American Guild of Variety Ar- 
| tists last week stepped in on the 
newly opened Club Alibi and closed 
| the show, along with a demand for 

a bond covering two weeks’ salary 
| for the performers. 

Closed show was headed by Sid 
Tomack and the Reis’ Brothers. 
Show set to follow was headed by 
Armida, but AGVA refused to per- 
| mit any one of its members to open 
at the spot until the bond had been 
posted. 

This followed several days of 
difficulties at the Club Alibi, during 
which time AGVA demanded cash 
in advance of performances. 


Rose’s New Show Set 


Billy Rose has completed the cast 
of ‘The Silver Screen’ which bows 
at his Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y., 
nitery, next Tuesday (18). Nostal- 
gic show replaces ‘Nights of Glad- 
ness’ which closed a year’s run last 
week. 
| Those signed include Dr. Rock- 
| well, Mae Murray, Nita Naldi, Car- 
| lyle Blackwell, Joe E. Howard, Ross 
, Wyse, Jr., with June Mann, Della 
| Lind, Charles King, Georges Fontana 
and the Mangean Sisters. 

Costumes are by Raoul Pene Du- 
| bois and Dana Suesse cleffed the 
score. John Murray Anderson staged. 

















Unit Review 








Pan-American Follies 
(ORIENTAL, CHICAGO) 





Chicago, March 8. 
Count Bernivici, Hector and Pals, 
Carroll and Howe, Sandy Lang and 
Company (3), Samuels and Chicken 
Littie, Tito and Maria Gloria, All- 
Girl Band (14), Line (10); ‘Danc- 
ing on a Dime’ (Par), 





Good unit, this, a show that will 
Satisfy anywhere and should make 
money for practically any house in 
the country. It has movement 
plenty of dash and a basis of solid 
acts which can be depended on for 
real entertainment at all times. This 
goes for such acts as Hector, Sandy 
Lang, Carroll and Howe. 

Hector’s dog act is smart, casual, 
and should appeal to all types of 
audiences. Trainer is shrewd show- 
man, handling his canines and his 
audience with equal deftness. 

Carroll and Howe are a fine two- 
act. Jean Carroll‘is one of the best 
comedy femmes in the business, and 
| with half a break she will score in 
a big way. She has a way of work- 
|} ing, a style of delivery that is top- 
notch in any league. Buddy Howe, 
an ex-dancer, devotes himself now 
to gags which he splits 30-70 with 
his partner. Between them they 
turn in an easy, breezy act that sat- 
isfies. Sandy Lang’s present skating 
turn is known as the Three Flames, 
all decked out with a platform arena, 
special lighting effects and radium 
treatment, It’s flashy stuff and 
makes an interesting acrobatic spot 
for the show. At least Lang has 
tried something different and has 
dressed up a standard skating act 
with good showmanship. 

Al Samuels and Chicken Little are 
a little comedy couple who do some 
clowning around on Spanish dances 
and wind up with a hokum wres- 
| tling bit. It’s prattfall material, but 
there is a good quantity of laughs. 
They should be able to kick this act 
| around to really something in a few 
}months. Tito and Marie Gloria are 
an adagio dance team, leaning 
towards the sex maneuvers here for 

|some selling angles. 
Count Berni Vici leads the all-girl 
band and m.s.s the show. He does a 
good job throughout. The orchestra 
is fine and plays the show in bang- 
m4 fashion. Gloria and Charlotte 
play electric organs with the orches- 
tra and turn in some impressive ef- 
fects. Girl line is good, and is cos- 
tumed with plenty of flash. Gold. 
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New Acts in Theatres 





‘SONGWRITERS ON PARADE’ (6) 
Piano, Song 

27 Mins.; Three 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

‘Songwriters on Parade’ is a fave 
Tin Pan Alley title for tunesmiths 
when taking a flyer into vaudeville. 
There’ve been several similarly titled 
routines, and of course the recent 
‘ASCAP on Parade’ radio show was 
designed as a plug for the entire or- 
ganization. Present lineup com- 

rises Jean Schwartz, J. Fred Coots, 
Peter deRose and Jack Lawrence, at 
the four Steinways, with Charlie 
Tobias at the helm as conferencier 
and vocalist, plus an added starter in 
Jack Norworth (‘Take Me Out to the 
Ball Game,’ ‘Shine On, Harvest 
Moon,’ etc.) on the show caught. 
Irving Caesar, Johnny Green and 
other songsmiths have guested on the 
other shows. 

As such it’s a surefire quintet or 
sextet, depending how you count ’em. 
The boys are quite personable, in 
properly cut dinner jackets, a far 
cry from the reformed Coney Island 
pluggers’ pattern; their songs are lit- 
erate, sentimental and, thanks to 
radio in the ‘good old days ’way back 
in 1940,’ to quote the emcee, fetch- 
ingly familiar. Thus their catalog 
insures a boxoffice glamour that’s 
undeniable. 

Format is a bit stodgy and dated, 
but then how else can you present 
acts of this sort? There can be im- 
provements, of course. Tobias, for 
example, might ease himself off into 
the wings and not be as obtrusive 
when the others, in sequence, do 
their curtailed medleys. 

To Tobias’ and the general credit 
of the others they’re not corny in 
their ‘and then I wrote’ introes, a la 
Benny Davis. Incidentally, Davis 
himself has gotten away from the 
trite reprise, now more or less a 
show biz gag. 

Tobias, if he must herald each 
turn, could have a mike planted to 
one side of the rostrum, near the 
wings, and do his introductories ac- 
cordingly, instead of waving some- 


what ineptly, with an antiquated | 
NTG salaam, at the men he’s pre- 
senting. 


Jack Lawrence is considered a 
‘new face’ even among songsmiths, 
but his medley is bright, ultra-mod- 
ern and impressive. Peter deRose 
has a veteran radio buildup all His 
own with May Singhi Breen (Mrs. 
deRose), plus his impressive catalog 
(‘Wagon Wheels,’ ‘Deep Purple,’ etc.) 
to make his pianology stand out. 
J. Fred Coots is a seasoned cruise- 
boat, life-of-the-party conferencier, 


and his medley, at a piano, before a 
seated theatre audience, is easy for | 


him. Ditto the veteran Jean 
Schwartz (‘Bedelia,’ ‘Rockabye Your 
Baby,’ etc.). 

Recognizing the necessity to get 
away from the piano medleys, Tobias, 
who is very much under the Eddie 
Cantor song-stylist influence (un- 
doubtedly through writing so many 
tunes for him—and aren’t they re- 
lated also?), does a Cantor takeoff 
as part of a plug for the comedian 
who introed a Tobias hit a couple of 
seasons ago. 

Thence the ASCAP and BMI 
small-talk which either should be 
more pungently phrased and frankly 
ig rigeg or forgotten. As is, it’s a 

it hit ’n’ miss. 

If well pointed up, the intro anent 
Victor Herbert as ‘father of ASCAP’ 
might mean more. Anyway, here 
follows a Herbert medley, preceding 
the succession of and-then-I-wrotes. 
Jack Norworth comes on as a ‘sur- 
prise’ guest, but he, too, is sluffed in 
the intro. His Nora Bayes and Zieg- 
feld associations could have been 
dramatized: instead Tobias seemingly 
takes it for granted the customers 
are as hep as the Lindy’s habitues. 
‘God Bless America’ is the bow-off 
music. 

However, in general it’s okay stuff 
for the customers. As a showmanly 
presentation it needs kneading and 
editing. As ASCAP propaganda it’s 
effective. And as an act it’s over- 
board on running time. Abel. 





JOE REICHMAN ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Gilda Cooper, Marion Shaw 
20 Mins.; Band Set 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Joe Reichman, just closed at Essex 


House, N. Y., proves he’s as facile for | 


stage purposes as for dansapation in 
a hotel. He’s certainly unsubtle. 

If he wants a patriotic finale, he 
gives it to ’em threefold, with that 
concluding medley of ‘Last Time I 
Saw Paris’ (stereopticon slides of 
Champs-Elysees, Cafe de la Paix, Le 
Pantheon, etc.); ‘Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square’ (stereopticons of 
changing of the guards, the King and 
Queen of England, etc.), and ‘God 
Bless America’ (American flag, Spirit 
of '76, Uncle Sam and everything 
George M. Cohan forgot to throw 
into a stage production). 


As for ‘Smoke Gets In Your Eyes,’ | mark¢hem as topnotch ballroom and | 


a 


|Reichman—who may be the poor 
| man's Eddy Duchin—goes Jerome 
| Kern one better by literally having 
|; smoke get into his eyes,as it ejects 
| from a smudge-pot on his Steinway 
|and almost blinds him in a cloud- 
| burst of smoke propelled by a minia- 
|} ture motor. Reichman’s billing as 
the ‘Pagliacci of the piano’ may be a 
| figure of speech for those who like 
| alliterative metaphors, but there’s no 
uncertainty when he wants you to 
| know what ‘Smoke Gets In Your 
_ Eyes’ can mean. 

However, despite all this, he has a 
smooth band setup of 12, three 


brasses (one trombone and _ two 
| horns), four reeds, drums, string 
| bass, guitar, accordion (doubling 


plano) and himself also at the baby 
grand. Then there are Gilda Cooper, 
|blonde acro dancer, and rhythm 
singing Marion Shaw with ‘Summer- 
time’ and ‘After You’ve Gone.’ 

In a location job (hotel, cafe, etc.) 
{Reichman is quite the peripatetic 
performer at the ivories. He’s also 
more colorful in his selection of 
dance tunes. Here he seems to have 
handicapped himself for some curi- 
ous reason. Certainly in renditions 
where he shines best—the conga- 
rhumba sets—he completely forgets 
that. None the less, basically, his 
music is svelte, suave and smooth, 
his style fetching. But he’s need- 
lessly making it tougher for himself 
as presently routined. 

But with that Franco-Anglo-Yank 
finale, how can you go io ;, 

el, 


RAY MacDONALD 
Taps 

10 Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 

Ex of Grace and Ray MacDonald, 
this youngster has been progressing 
fast and far with his solo terping. 
He's a r;ce-looking, rangy kid whom 
Metro has under term contract (re- 
ports March 1 at Culver City). 

Judging by his ‘make love’ non- 
sense with Eve (Bleck and) Sully, he 
can handle lines, and of his taps 
there’s no question once he gets his 
cleats into tempo. His stage routine 
is light and frothy, but sufficient unto 
the purpose thereof. The Fred 
| Astaire satire is good stuff, rather 
| innocuous and inoffensive for all its 
| fun-poking, and MacDonald’s ‘Dark 
| Eyes’ specialty is a standout on its 
own. 





duction (stage) of filmusical_pur- 
poses, he registers. His sister, Grace, 
is likewise going it alone, due into 
the Versailles, N. Y., this week, co- 
incidentally, but forced out at the 
last minute through illness. Abel. 


STIRLING HAYDEN 

With Jay Wesley 

Talk 

8 Mins. 

Metropolitan, Boston ; 

| Jf Stirling Hayden were a_ local 
football hero instead of the home- 
town boy who made good in pictures, 


the formula for his stage appearance | 


could be identical with that followed 
here. With little professional stage 
presence but possessed of consider- 
able simple, modest charm that pro}- 
ects, Hayden shows no entertaining 
talents. 

However, at the hands of Jay Wes- 
ley, local radio announcer, the new 
film find makes a creditable appear- 
ance in an interview. What he says 
is of little importance, but if relates 
to his sailing background and sudden 
rise to screen prominence. Mentions 
a forthcoming picture with Dorothy 
Lamour and audience reaction indi- 
cates interest in his future. 

Hayden did three shows daily for 
three days here along with screen- 
ing of ‘Virginia,’ which features him. 
He’s tall, good-looking, can boost the 
blood-pressure for the gals and is 
regular enough to suit the men. But 
if he plans to take these personals 
seriously he’ll do well to work up a 
more entertaining act. With no stage 
| show buildup or no responsibility fo 
| holding up a show as its star, Hay- 


iden gets away okay with the brief | 


interview routine here. Wesley, who 

| has performed similar chores before 
handles the feed-line department sat- 
| isfactorily. 


Fox. 


ROGERS DANCERS (3) 

| Knockabout Ballroom Team 
6 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


ordinary comedy ballroom trio. 
Dressed impeccably in 


clothes, they open in the standard 


into prattfalls, tangled arms and 
other such routines of knockabout 
teams. 

They do break through their gen- 
(eral mediocrity occasionally, how- 
lever, with unique spins and lifts that 
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PADDOCK CLUB, MIAMI BEACH 
Just Concluded 8 Weeks 
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March 6 








As an interlude here, and for pro- | 


Two guys and a gal are a rather | 
evening | 


serious manner, suddenly relapsing | 


VARIETY 
| 


|adagio artists if only mild comics. 
|Despoiling whatever good impres- 
|sion they make in tossing and 
| poising the femme, though, is such 
an old bit as the gal sitting on one 
| of the men so that his feet are sup- 
| posed to appear to be hers as they 
kick about. They don't. 

| Trio, working on a full stage, are 
| Okay lookers, but will have to do 





| plenty of pr ea and impose 
| many more original ideas to make a 
dent. Herb. 
FREDDA GIBSON 
Singer 
| 10 Mins. 


| Plymouth, Worcester 

Attractive Fredda Gibson has been 
/on NBC and CBS several years, hav- 
| Ing sung on the ‘Hit Parade,’ preced- 
|ing Bea Wain, and on several Ray- 
|mond Paige programs among many 
| others. Currently she has the 11:05 
p.m. Sunday spot on CBS. Her vaude 
debut was made last week (4) at the 
Plymouth, where she was vocalist 
with the house band. 

Backed by Johnny Long’s orches- 
tra, the gal (she’s just out of her 
‘teens for all her long background) 
gave a good account of herself and 
had to beg off with a speech. She 
opened with ‘There’ll Be Some 
Changes Made,’ made ’em like even 
the murdered-on-the-radio ‘Hear a 
Rhapsody’ and closed with a socko 
version of ‘Nobody's Baby.’ 


JACK McCOY 
Dancing Comic 
6 Mins. 

Roxy, N.Y. 

Jack McCoy is a youthful panto- 
mimic stepper and his personality 
well matches the campus cutup 
routining he goes in for. A takeoff 
on a shy highschool boy at his first 
hop, and how he’s cockier one year 
later, having developed into quite a 
rug-cutter, makes for a brisk opén- 
ing sequence. A panto routine with 
an amorous frosh date, who necks 
_ in the doorway, is the exit num- 

er. 

Youngster gets his ‘stuff over fast 
and with assurance, well fitting into 
the ‘Talent Parade’ formula of this 
week’s Roxy presentation. He’ll 
| ditto in other vaudfilmers although 
| he should extend his reputation with 
| a little more body to the turn, Abel. 








|4 HOLLYWOOD BLONDES 
| Roller Skaters 
5 Mins.; Two 
Roxy, N.Y. 

Title tells the story. They’re her- 
alded as fresh out of a Coast high- 
|school. All are fittingly youthful and 
| daring, and their stuff on the rollers 
is done with zip and zing. 
They work in two on a special mat, 
| in ensemble and in alternating teams 
'of two. Their Whirlwind hand-to- 
hand twirls, with some exciting up- 
side-down work as they seemingly 
skim the surface of the floor, stamp 
| them as a bit cut of the ordinary. 
It’s a good act for the vaudfilmers 
|} and niteries alike. Abel. 
| ART CARNEY 
| Imitations 
| 10 Mins. 
| Flatbush, B’klyn 
| Formerly with Horace Heidt, Art | 
Carney looks like a first-rate pos- 
sibility for the combo houses and | 
some niteries. Though there is noth- | 
ing particularly new or startling | 
about personality imitations, Carney 
succeeds in making his takeoffs both | 
sufficiently humorous and realistic to 
hold attention. 

In addition to familiar Lionel | 
Barrymore and Franklin D. Roose- | 
velt mimicries Carney also essays 
more difficult impressions of Jimmy 


Stewart and Major Bowes. The| 
Major Bowes carbon is one of his | 
best. Carney’s work is mostly vocal, | 


| his patter is lively, well written and 


ably presented. Takeoff on Al 
| Smith for the finish is surefire. 
Mori. 


SPENCER AND FOREMAN 


| Dancing 
8 Mins. 
| Flatbush, B’klyn 
| Youthful and attractive boy and 


girl dancing combo needs plenty of 
additional routining before they can 
make the grade. 

Appearance is strongly in their 


More Raids on Philly Night Clubs: 


Jack Lynch Cited on Rum Charge 








Loew’s State, New York, from which 
she was once bar-ed due to child 
labor laws. Booking follows a week's 
engagement at Loew’s Capitol, Wash- 
ington, beginning March 13. 

Appearance at State will mark 
Miss Marie’s first New York appear- 
ance on the stage. 





PER DAY FOR 
4 SHOWS 


While not yet willing to reveal 
names, the American Guild of Var- 
iety Artists is preparing charges 
against at least one vaudeville 
booker and several! franchised agents 
in New York for contracting per- 
formers below agreed-upon wage 
scales. Possible that some of the 
alleged violations may be aired this 
week. 

The booker is said to be paying 
performers as low as $3 per day for 
three and four shows in a couple of 
vaudfilmers. It is charged that the 
agents ‘sell’ the dates to the acts in 
the guise of ‘showing dates’. 


AGVA Election 


Continued from page 43 



































| ago to centralize all the actor chari- 
| ties under one organization. 

According to the new setup under 

the coming election, there will be 45 

| national board members. 
|having 100 or more members will 
| have two representatives on the na- 
| tional board; those having less than 
100 members will have one rep. 
Nominations will be made at. local 
;membership meetings; nominations 
can be made only by members in 
good standing and must be ac- 
companied by petitions bearing 
names of others in good standing as 
of Jan. 31, ’41. 

A tellers committee, including 
three reps of the Four A’s and three 
from AGVA will count the ballots 
and report to each local of AGVA 
on the results as soon after April 17 
as possible. 

An important step to achieve rep- 
resentative actors as board members 
for AGVA is made 
election rules. It reads: 

‘A nominee for election to the Na- 
tional Board must be an active mem- 
ber in good standing in AGVA who'| 
has had not less than 52 weeks em- | 
ployment for compensation in the 
jurisdiction of AGVA.’ | 





Rose Marie at N. Y. State 


Rose Marie has been booked into | 


BOOKER PAYS $3 


Philadelphia, March 11. 


The State Liquor Control Board, 
now under the direction of a new 
boss, showed it means business last 
| week with a triple-header drive 
| against the city’s top night spots in 
|an effort to stamp out after-hour 
| Sales of booze. Making the net the 
| third time in 22 months was Jack 
| Lynch, operator of the swank spot 
|atop the Hotel Walton, 


Lynch was cited by the Board on 
| Thursday (6) to show cause why his 
| liquor license should not be revoked. 
Specifically he was charged with 
keeping his bar open after the 
Saturday midnight curfew. The cita- 
tion was made in the name of Evan 
Burroughs Fontaine, former Zieg- 
field dancer, who holds the license. 


Last February Lynch paid $900 fine 
in lieu of a 90-day suspension rap. 
In May, 1939, he paid $600 to fore- 
stall a 60-day closing. 


The Board ordered the license of 
Carroll’s, midtown spot, lifted for 
45 days for after-hour sales. Car- 
roll said he would appeal the order 
to the Courts. He can stay open if 
he pays a $450 fine. 


Walter R. Wilson, new agent-in- 
charge of the Board’s enforcement 
division, ordered Louis Tomasco, 
operator of the College Inn, near the 
campus of Temple University, to ap- 
pear before a Board examiner to 
answer charges of selling after legal 
closing time and permitting dancing 
after-hours. Wilson said the Col- 
lege Inn has had its license sus- 
pended for various periods four 
times in the past two years. He in- 
dicated that he would ask for re- 
vocation this time. 


| In addition to the drive by the 
| State Liquor Board, the city police 
| did a little campaigning of its own 
| with Jam Session, musicians’ hang- 
| out downtown. William Kretchmar, 
| clarinetist with the Earle pit band 
| and owner of the spot, was pinched 
|as were nine customers. The spot 
was accused of selling liquor way 





Each local | past the Sabbath closing period. 


Meanwhile the Cafe Owners Assn. 
went ahead with its campaign to get 
the Sunday curfew moved from mid- 
night to 2 A.M. Unless these two 
hours of grace is allowed them, many 
complained they will have to close. 


CHOOS PRODUCING 
_ UNITS FOR KEMP, JR. 


Charlotte, N. C., March 11. 
George Choos has closed a deal 
with T. D. Kemp, Jr., manager of 











in one of the | owe 
| of units is scheduled to open April 7. 


Southern Attractions, Inc., to pro- 
duce several units in the southeast- 
ern territory booked by Kemp. First 


Kemp now is offering from 10 to 


| 15 weeks in these houses, including 


Sparks circuit in Florida, Wilby- 
Kincey houses in Carolinas and Vire 
ginia, and a number of independent 
houses, 














|favor but they’re currently limited 
to conventional tap routines, 
coring with a boogie woogie hoofiing 
interpretation, team scores fairly 
well at the Flatbush. Indicate that 


a couple of flashier numbers would 


clinch the act. Mori. 


| init 
‘Barry Winton Moves Up 
‘A Notch to Rainbow Room 


| Barry Winton, after several sea- 
sons at the informal Rainbow Grill 
in Rockefeller Center, shifts to the 
swankier Rainbow Room on May 21 
ito induct the summer season. Co- 
incidentally, Don Julian and Marjori 


switch over into the Room as fea- | 


tured dance pair. 

Grill will have a new maestro, 
Russ Smith, presently Winton’s 
singer-guitarist, heading his own 
nine-piece band. Winton in turn 
will enlarge his unit to 12 men. 

Michael and Marlynn will prob- 
ably return to the Grill to resume 


the ‘champagne hour’ _ sessions, | 
which they handled for two solid 


seasons, 


En- | 


BOOKING 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


Gaynor and Ross, Block and Sully, 
Ray MacDonald, ‘Songwriters on Pa- 


rade’ (6). Joe Reichman Orch (12) 
with Gilda Cooper, Marion Shaw; 
Ruby Zwerling’s House Band; *Go 


West’ (M-G). 
talent array has been 
this week at Loew's 


A corking 


militated against 


State by improper routining. The 
potential means for correcting the 
sequence should have been taken 


when the show was first booked, but 
since there was no disposition made 
as to Ruby Zwerling and his pit or- 
chestra, it’s too late. The best bet 
would have been to let Joe Reich- 
man play the show in a band set on- 
stage and have him there from the 
very start. Instead, following the 
‘Songwriters on Parade’ (‘iew Acts), 


quist and dummy, manage to cop in- 
terest with his cross-talk and sing- 
ing, with dummy garbed in cowboy 
outfit. Novelty of the tt comes 
when Cross brings on a black-face 
doll outlined in phosphorescent light- 
ing when the house lights are doused. 
This dummy-doll vocalizes ‘If I Didn't 
Care’ and finally comes apart, skele- 
ton-like, while manipulated by Chris 


Irn 


Cross. Stunt is a real novelty, and 
with Cross’ excellent handling of the 
trick voice stuff and the intensely 
bright luminous features of the doll, 


the act bowed off to tremendous ap- 
plause. 

Kaye closes the show with his ‘So 
You Want to Lead a Band’ fdea. 
Four persons are selected from the 
audience, two women and two men, 
and handed a baton bv the maestro. 
They stand in front of the band and 
wave the stick. Band piays old 
standards and audience gets the im- 


with their quartet of pianos, it’s be- 
come a double fault, both for Block 
and Sully, next-to-shut, and for the 
closing Reichman orchestra. 

It's a great week for the vodka 
addicts also this week. ‘Dark Eyes’ 
leads the State’s hit parade in re- 
doubled spades. Three acts give 
‘Dark Eyes’ a triple-threat plug. And 
this on a bill where the songsmiths 
make the ASCAP-BMI situation not 


pression that volunteers are really 
conducting the band. Kaye garners 
plenty of audience attention and 
laughs by his interviews with the 
embryo directors, and presents each 
with a gift recording of his or her 
stint at the conclusion. At final show 
Thursday (13), those selected by the 
audiences during the week as the 
best baton-wielders will compete for 
: : 3 $75 in cash prizes. Audience-par- 

only a pointed refrain, but throw in tick : ele pent si. enilil 
= é pation angle is a real audience 

ing, Ud SS, } - . P 4 

eau selieeucaaes on elevated ros-| ‘Murder Among Friends _ (20th), 
trum, start off with the Russian tune. with local gal Marjorie Weaver, also 
Ray MacDonald (New Acts) dittoes | helping biz, which was near capacity 











for his specialty, and Joe Reichman | at opening show Friday (7). Hold. 

(New Acts) gives “ _ oe oneal’ 

ultra arrangement of the fugitive 

tune from the Russian steppes. OLYMPIA, MIAMI 
Gaynor and aoe zing over Pd 

minute of no-kiddin’ acro stuff on =_ p 

the rollers that makes ’em a cinch Miami, March 9. 

in anybody’s theatre, and not bad Belle Baker, Hal Leroy, Wally 

either for cafe floors. She’s by far | Brown and Annette Ames, Reynolds 

the steadier skater, and does the dar- and White, The Arnolds (3), Harry 

ing upside-down routines while her! Reiser House Orch; ‘Hard Boiled 

male partner, in tails, catapults her | Canary’ (WB). 

around the squared circle, elevated 

above the ground as high as an or- ' 

dinary table. It’s an effective pres- Almost any stage bill would be a 

entation wrinkle. Incidentally, to| welcome relief after wading through 

match his tails she might get into a/the juvenile asininities of “Hard 

nattier dinner gown, especially with | Boiled Canary,’ but this one’s divert- 

an eve to the cafe field. |ing in its own right, due largely to 
Block and Sully start from the | the presence of Belle Baker and Hal 

deuce as co-conferenciers. Jesse ; LeRoy. : 

Block easily paces the proceedings, | Miss Baker, who is doubling at the 

nicely heckled and abetted by Eve | Carrousel, can still show a lot of her 

Sully. In_the deuce he does a rib| younger contemporaries how to sell 


on Jack Benny’s niggardliness—‘he | 4 song. She never lets her material 
serves dinner in paper plates| hecome static, always adding new 
equipped with erasers’—which would | suff, No matter how many new 


be all right if Benny did it to include | 


himself. |though, they keep calling for the 
gracious from anybody 


as else. | oldies. When caught she returned 
Block’s ‘When That Man Is TDead and | repeatedly to fill requests from the 


Gone’ is interspersed with his easy | poise. finally having to beg off. 


| songalogs she injects into her routine 
Somehow, it doesn’t sound | oe 


chatter. ; ; 
Personable, tapstering Ray Mac-| LeRoy is another favorite here. al- 
Donald. next, is followed by the! ways scoring a solid click. He’s one 


of the smoothest and most energetic 
tapsters today. 

Reynolds and White are a duo of 
wacky musicologists who first ap- 


songwriters and Reichman, _inter- 
spersed by Block and Sully’s periodic 
persifinge. Many of the gags, inci- 
dentally, are either of Joe Miller | 
vintage or sapolioed barroom anec-| pear as tramps and proceed to dis- 
dote—but, then, what isn’t now-/rupt things generally by having ro- 
adays? A layout that should be com-| man candles shoot out of their fiddle 
pressed into an hour ran 25 minutes| and sax. Finale has fiddle-playing 
overboard. with result evervbody| half of duo reveal herself as a 


was surfeited. Abel, femme. It’s corny, but gets a howl. 


RIALTO, L’VILLE 


monologs, changing the subject every 
paragraph. It’s moderately comical, 
but a little of this goes a long way 
Might be improved if he dropped 
'some of those dated gags, such as 








Louisville, March 7. 


Sammy Kaye Orch (12) with ‘ 

‘ 6 , crack about it being so cold the Re- 
sone e i = hg ~ ee publicans are due for a_ pension. 
faurie Cross, Chariie ttson, €| Brown also brings on the turns and 
Three Kadets; The Nonchalants, “s vit 


: i indulges in some mild sparring with 
Chris Cross and ‘Looie,’ The Statler | ics Ames There’s nothing said that 
Twins; ‘Murder h 7 ’ , 


(20th) Among Friends’) Baby Sandy wouldn’t understand. 
: The Arnolds tee the show off with 
- a remarkable balance routine. Trio 
Something of a novelty for patrons of two men and a femme get tangled 
in this town to get a stage show, as |} up in the most involved gymnastics 
it has been on a steady diet of film| ever seen on these boards. It’s a 
fare since last fall, when Cab Callo- highly effective turn. “Leslie. 
way strutted his stuff on the same 7 a 
stage. They're getting money’s worth 
aplenty at this showing, with the 
Sammy Kaye outfit (12) filling the 
stage with plenty of brass instru- 
ments, lots of flash and incidentally 
plenty of noise. Kaye fronts the 
band and paces the setup with a 
minimum of arm-waving and strain- 
ing for applause. He had to contend 
with a balky p.a. system at the open- 
ing performance Friday (7), but the 
difficulty was soon rectified, and 
show’ went smoothly from there on. 
Altogether a neat layout. 





DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, March 7. 
Cyril Smith, Sonia and Alex, Roll- 
ing Rockets (3), Elroy Peace, Tommy 
Russell, Henry Allen, Micromaniacs 
(3), Lou and Irene and Dickie Lud- 
wig: ‘You’re the One’ (Par). 








Another Bowes amateur unit, well 
| balanced and full of entertainment, 


Orch gives out with ‘Ain’t We Got! did a fair business at the opening 
Fun,’ ‘Maybe,’ ‘Pretty Baby’ and/show of the week today (Friday). 
other oldies, and vocalists Tommy | With house little over half full, ap- 
Ryan, Charlie Wilson, Arthur Wright |Plause_ indicated audience was 
and vocal trio, Three Kadets, give , Pleased. 

the band a strong lift on the singing} Sonia and Alex, accordionists, 
end. Maurie Cross whams across |open, Alex finishing with a miniature 
two sizzling vocals, ‘Five o’Clock | edition that takes a lot of pumping. 


Whistle’ and ‘Beat Me Daddy,’ both | Elroy Peace, 10-year-old Negro, 
of which pleased this audience tre- | miniature edition of Cab Calloway 
mendously. jas well as Bill Robinson, sings and 
Statler Twins, youthful blonde | dances in-manner that indicates he 
tapsters, open the vaude portion with | will be going places. 
standard terps. Gals are out first in Henry Allen registers with his rich 
tan capes, which they soon shed and | baritone and also closes the show in 
swing into their rhythm hoofing./the finale with a patriotic number. 
Kaye fools around, joining the gals | The Rolling Rockets, two boys and a 
in a few steps, and they wound up to girl, please with their rollerskating. 
a fine hand. | Tommy Russell plays three clarin- 
The Nonchalants, knockabout acro- |ets at once to imitate a pipe-organ, as 
batic trio, provide strong laugh ma- | well as a sax and clarinet together. 
terial, and the top man of the troupe | Gets good music out of it. Lou and 
milks ’em for plenty of giggles with | Irene, tappers, use a couple of chairs | 
me, gavewrtans ve. Lads earned a/in their fast routine. 
egitimate hand for their clever; Cyril Smith, vet pro, emcees and 
three-high mounting, climaxed by a! does a bit of e-mailed saaine with 
fall to the stage. Audience reacted | his ‘hog’ tune. Dickie Ludwig. ven- | 
throughcst the entire routine, with | triloquist, is okay. Closing are the | 
plenty of laughs and applause. | three Micromaniacs, who generally 
Chris Cross and ‘Louie,’ ventrilo- , 


| 
| 


Rose. 


click with their mimicry. 


eS RL 


, where the closeups won’t hurt her. 


Wally Brown goes in for confusing | 





ROXY, N. Y. 


Paul Ash ‘Talent Parade’ with Bob} 
Neller, Rogers Dancers (3), Roy 
Davis, Grace Drysdale, Jack McCoy, 
4 Hollywood Blondes, Gae Foster 
Dancers, Paul Ash House Orch; ‘That 
Night in Rio’ (20th), reviewed in titis 
issue of VARIETY. 

Jack Partington has put together 
a good stage show at the Roxy this 
week, not cheating on the rostrum 
despite the boff filmusical, ‘That 
Night in Rio,’ world-premiereing 
here this week. While a ‘Talent 
Parade’ usually cues a_ budgetitis 
variation of the Major Bowes for- 
mula, the sum total of talent is 
actually 50% nascent, the others hav- 
ing been around. However, the 
technical misnomer’ entailed’ in 
maestro Ash’s heralding of the ‘new 
faces’ is a relatively negligible de- 
tail. 

Certainly Bob Neller with his ex- 
pert voice throwing is no new- 
comer. The ventriloquist is easily 
a standout with ‘Reginald’ (dummy) 
doing dual whistling plus the dif- | 
ficult ‘Peter Piper’ sequence. 

Grace Drysdale (misbilled§ as 
Drysdace when at the Flatbush, | 
Brooklyn, recently) is a novelty with 
her different type of punppeteering. 
Her hands, extended above her, | 
manipulate the mannikins, instead of 
the usual strings from above. She's 
a looker, on her own, and should be | 
doing more cafe and hotel work, | 


| 
| 


Roy Davis is still doing the ‘phun- | 


'nygraph’ parroting as Jerry Colonna, 
| Cyr Smith and Bonnie Baker are | 


heard from phonograph records, | 
while he muggs and pantos in tempo 
with the disk renditions. It’s a 
switch on the playback routining, | 
and of course its comedy effect de- 
pends on Davis’ mugging and busi-| 
ness as well as the comedy waxings. 
A second bit, also a Bonnie Baker | 
(‘Oh Johnny”) parroting with Neller, | 
later in show, makes it a little too 
much of the same thing. 

Of the three new acts on the bill, 
Rogers Dancers (3) failed to make 
the opening (Saturday) perform- 
ance, having been forced down on 
their plane jump from the Coast, and 
had to train in. On Sunday they 
joined the show, which, however, 
didn’t manifest any need for further | 
bolstering as shown opening day. 
Jack McCoy and Four Hollywood 
Blondes are under New Acts, as are 
the Rogerses (reviewed on Monday). | 

The Gae Fosterites’ dandy pre- 
cision routine to a swing version of 
‘Pique Dame Overture’ uncorks a 
sample of legmania that makes this 
sequence a candidate for a reprise 
in some future show. The girls are 
augmented by a few males, Miss 
Foster’s expert legmania_ tutelage 
being given skillful interpretation 
by all concerned. 

‘That Night in Rio’ (20th) must be 
boxoffice lure because the record 
Friday-Saturday snowfall was no} 
help to theatres, on or off Broadway, | 
but the turnout was excellent here 
none the less. Abel. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 9. 
Orrin Tucker Orch with Bonnie 
Baker, Jack Bartell, Bodyguards, 
Stapletons (2), Walter Dare Wahl 
Co. (2), Sam Kaplan Pit Band: The 
Great Tran Robbery’ (Rep). 





Orrin Tucker’s aggregation is 
maintaining its individuality this 
week, winning its spurs by specializ- 
ing in novelty numbers, with its 
comedy, special lighting and other 
illusion effects utilized to best ad- 
vantage. 

Band, which is inclined to be too 
brassy, and two outside acts consti- 
tute the divertissement. Short as it 
is, it’s compact, Nicely paced with 
Tucker piloting, crew sails along at 
good pace, reaching full steam with 
the appearance of Bonnie Baker in 


the finale spot. 

Two outside acts are Stapletons 
and Walter Dare Wahl Co. both 
standard and plenty okay. Former, 


boy and gal, are class tapsters who 
give out with artistry in a trio of 
routines. Other turns, a Mutt and 
Jeff pair, tie up the proceedings with 
comedy hand-to-hand stuff. 

Besides Miss Baker and Tucker. 
there are four male vocalists with 
the band, the Bodyguards. Orch 
has created two unusual effects: One 
is clever impersonation, by the band, 
of topflight others. Done in black- 
out. Veritable fantasia of musical 
noles is created when band runs the 
gamut of identfying numbers of the 
different orchs. Effected by band 
members waving vari-colored illumi- 
nated musical notes, each color 


| representing a different instrument. 


Other effect is tagged ‘development 
of drinking songs.’ Brings the lads 
of the band out for choral singing 


| with imitation drinking cups in their 


hands. Turn out to be battery-| 
lighted baby spots. Also effectual 
when they light up to read Bonnie 
Baker, Orrin Tucker and Beer | 
Barrel, during a choral rendition of 
that song. 
In her nasal 

Johnny’ gal does 
novelty and faves. 


twang, the ‘Oh, 
a medley, both 
Signs off with 


| ‘O. J.” but encores with ‘Ma, She's 


Making Eyes At Me. Registered 
solidly with the mob’ when 
caught. Bodyguards, quartet of male 
canaries, join her for a couple of, 


/returns, devoting as much time in| 


numbers as does Tucker. Latter 
vocally, several tunes to fair 


TEATRO LATINO, N. Y. 


(SPANISH) 


solos, 





that department as in the baton-| 

weaving. Whitespotted once for 

some specialty sax playing. Jack Don Arres, Montalvo and Margo, 

Bartell also vocals effectively. |Anita Rabal, Jose Miranda, Prof. 
Despite Lent and two-day snow Escarpenter Orch (5); ‘Nativa’ 

storm, big was okay Sunday. Low, (Pampa Films). ~ 

Saturday. Eck, 





—_—— | 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


All the good Latin talent in the 
United States must either be on the 
| 20th-Fox lot in Hollywood or at the 
s = La Conga nitery in New York. It’s 
San Francisco, March 6. |certainly not appearing before its 
Charles Kaley, Carl Spitz and native Spanish and Latin-American 
Dogs, Paul & Paulette, Wilky and confreres, if the current show at the 
Dare, Doraldina Lew, Jay Clarke, Teatro Latino in Harlem’s east side, 
Carl Brisson; ‘Girl, Guy and a Gob’ jargest Spanish-sveaking sector in 
(RKO). |the north or eastern portion of the 
country, is any evidence. At that, 
The Golden Gate has a strong five- | hawkers peddling ice cream and pop 
unit show this week, one that clicks / during a vocalist’s number are no 
solidly in every department. For its | help. 





| 


topper there’s Car] Brisson, of stage, 
screen and radio. He wows them at 
the Gate with a medley of the best- 
remembered songs from his two 


| American pictures, ‘Murder at the 


Vanities’ and ‘All the King’s Horses.’ 
Strictly a personality performer, 


| Brisson is a bit short on vocal qual- 


ity, but plenty long on showmanship 
and looks. Attired in tophat and 
tails, he’s accompanied by two men 


| dressed in tails playing two white 


grand pianos. He sings ‘Beer Barrel 
Polka’ and ‘Making the Best of Each 


Day,’ which he did in British and | 


French air-raid shelters. Brisson 
concludes with a new number, ‘When 
He Comes Home on Leave’ and ‘Lit- 
tle White Gardenia,’ the number 
with which he seems to be best as- 
sociated. 

A group of film dogs are put 
through their paces by Carl Spitz, 
their trainer. All of the tricks are 
executed without spoken commands. 
The audience at this show seemed to 
enjoy the novelty of watching how 


'the dogs are handled in the making 


of nictures. 

Paul and Paulette, two San Fran- 
ciscans who have achieved success 
abroad, go through an unusual rou- 
tine on the trampoline. Wilky and 
Dare, comic dancers, give the show 
most of its laughs. A Chinese looker, 
Doraldina Lew, making her profes- 
sional debut, has a good soprano and 
should go places. Charles Kaley, the 
Golden Gate’s emcee, announces her 


as one of KFRC’s ‘Budda Amateur | 
Jay Clarke amazes | 


Hour’ winners. 
the audience with his mind-reading 
faeote 

On the opening day of ‘Girl, Guy 
and a Gob,’ George Murphy and 
Lucille Ball, stars of the new Harold 
Lloyd comedy, made p.a.s along with 
Desi Arnaz and Lloyd. Instead 
just going through the usual bows 
from the stage, they whipped up a 
little skit which went over verv well. 

Biz fine. Milt. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, March 7. 
Jan Savitt Orch, 4 Toppers, Jack 


Palmer, Joe Besser and Co., Val 
Setz, Don and Betty Lynn, Helen 
Kendall; ‘Flight from _ Destiny’ 
(WB). . 





Jan Savitt’s orchestra plays too 
loudly. Either it’s too newly arrived 
from the dance auditoriums or has 
been playing large theatres, for its 
efforts at show caught blasted the 
leather from the seats. 

The four-rhythm, three-trumpet, 
three-trombone and five-saxophone 
sections seem to hold together al- 


right, but enjoyment of their efforts | 
must necessarily be lessened when |! 
the eardrums are vibrating like tun- | 


ing forks. They open with a swing 


tune and then get acquainted with | 


three more in rapid succession, mix- 


ing it up with ‘You Call It Madness,’ | 


‘I Hear a Rhapsody’ and ‘Jolly Peter.’ 
Later, the boys get another chance 
at the ears on ‘Prelude in C Sharp 
Minor’ in which the drummer is 
given a chance to gyrate on the 
tympani. 

Jack Palmer lays aside his trum- 
pet to come down front to sing ‘720 
in the Books’ and the bass player is 
given a spot to thump out the 
rhythm on ‘Darktown Strutters Ball.’ 
Hits of the band are the Four Top- 


pers, three girls and a boy who 
harmonizes vocally with them and 
picks a guitar. They’re solid with 


close tonsiling of ‘You’re the One,’ 
‘It’s a Wonderful World,’ ‘Darling 
Daughter,’ ‘Pony Boy,’ and ‘Frenesi.’ 
They had trouble getting off at show 
caught and could have tossed in a 


couple of more tunes if audience had | 


its way. 


The acts accompanying the band 
are topnotch. Joe Besser, with 
Jimmy Little as straight man, keeps 
the giggles piling up as long as he 
is on the stage. His characterization 
of the infuriated sissy has tickled 
ribs here on numerous other occa- 
sions and he still maintains his pace 
and ability to pull the guffaws out of 
the midriff. Spotted next to closing, 
turn won heaviest hand ?fn bill. 


Don and Betty Lynn act out little 
playlets with taps. They are youth- 


|ful, with educated feet, and have a 


new slant on the hoofing, which 
went well with the audience. Val 
Setz mixes comedy patter with some 
expert juggling. Has a pleasing per- 
sonality and agile mitts. Well liked. 

Biil consumes 60 minuies. Biz fair 


at third show opening day Friday | 


ced Kiley. 


of | 


Presentation probably suffers most 
from an American viewpoint in the 
| inevitable comparison with what 
| films and the Latin-motif niteries 
| have led spectators to believe Span- 
ish entertainment should be. Teatro 
Latino’s show, probably much more 
| authentic, is made pretty dull by the 
comparison. It nevertheless appar- 
ently pleases the Harlem hodge- 
| podge of Castilians, Valencians, Ar- 
gentinians, Puerto Ricans and natives 
|}of every other land where Spanish 
'or a version of Spanish is spoken. 
They’re considerably more enthus- 
j}iastic for even the mildest act than 
|a Broadway crowd is for a hum- 
| dinger. 

| Evidence that the show meets with 
|}approval of those for whom it was 
designed is the Teatro Latino’s con- 
|tinued operation on_ three-a-day 
vaude. It = the 45-minute per- 
formance with a Spanish-language 
picture each week, current one being 
an Argentine-made. Plentiful sup- 
| ply of these lingualers is obtainable, 
according to manager Jose Miranda, 
|with Argentine product now the 
| best. Many Mexican pix are avail- 
| able, but they are generally made on 
ja shoestring budget, while the boys 
|'from the Pampas apparently have 
plenty of coin and shoot it into their 
productions. Pix made in Spain 
used to be popular in Harlem before 
ithe Civil War in that country, but 
ithe few coming out now, Miranda 
| declares, are exceedingly poor tech- 
nically. 

Rather sad quality of the vaude 
a‘ the house is a reflection, of course, 
of the modest gross of the 900-seater 
at 30c. weekdays and 35c Saturdays 
and Sundays. Various hypoes are 
employed, current one, for instance, 
being a tieup with La Prensa, N. Y. 
Spanish-language daily. Paper ran 
a contest to select the most popular 
entertainer of its lingo in the city. 
Don Arres, who is heard on WOR, 
won. Lating thereupon booked him, 
| Expected to vow them is the combi- 
| nation set for the week of March 21, 
the Mexican-made version of ‘Mill 
on the Floss’ on the screen and Ar- 
|turo de Cordoba, who stars in it, on 
the stage. 





Manager Miranda doubles as his 
own m.c. With a pleasant appear- 


ance, marked by a gleamingly white- 
| toothed smile against a swarthy com- 
|plexion, and a genial manner, Mi- 
randa does all right. Also standard 
‘at the house is El Prof. Escarpenter 
and his five-piece musical combo. El 
Prof., whose appearance does not be- 
lie the title, nounds an accomplished 
piano, while one of his four cohorts 
does a deadpan on the traps and the 
three others double on a variety of 
reeds and brasses. Crew, as well as 
| backing the show takes a couple of 
;}spots on its own. Playing is per- 
|functory and is accepted that way 


iby the house. 

Arres has a pleasant, light bari- 
tone. He uses it, however, not to 
sing the native south-of-the-border 
Or Spanish tunes that might be ex- 
| pected, but the Spanish versions of 
‘Beer Barrel Polka, ‘Argentina’ and 
‘Frenesi.’ Slightly on the heavy side 
physically, he’s of the give-’em-the- 
teeth glamor boy school. 

Montalvo and Margo are ballroom- 
|ers who performed for a time with 
Cugat’s crew. They're Puerto Ricans 
+;and knee-deep in corn. Guy par- 
ticularly is reminiscent of something 
out of the prohibition-nitery era, 
flitting too gracefully about. Gal is 
lank and somewhat less graceful and 
neither is much as an eye-filler. 
They do a tango and bolero and, 
when the audience demands an en- 
core, repeat their bolero routine pree 
cisely as they do it the first time. 

Castanet-clacking warbler Anita 
Rabal winds up the bill, in which 
each of the acts makes two appear- 
ances. Miss Rabal is quite a looker 
|}and makes her castanets talk mean- 
jingly. Her singing, on the other 
| hand, is nothing to write home to her 
native Castile about. And her terp- 
|ing ability as she swings the casta- 
jnets is limited to about four steps 
which she dutifully repeats for each 
chorus. 
| Although the house itself is rather 
| well furbished and maintained, the 
| production isn’t exactly a la Radio 
|City Music Hall. P.a. system con- 
|Sists of three blasting speakers set 
;on the stage and removed when the 
| picture goes on. Curtains close when 
|Miranda turns to the wing and 
| beckons with hand and eyes. And, 
| in the apparent absence of a stage 
| 


door, performers and orch huddle in 

jthe wings until the house lights go 
out for the film, then come down off 
the platform and walk up the aisle 
to the greetings of their friends. It’s 
all refreshingly palsy. Herb. 
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himself playing a sax, which poses 
the possibility that he may have a 
future in niteries as a novelty 
maestro. Others in the show who 
|help perk up the proceedings are 


Joe Venuti Orch (14), Andrews ARs : : 
Re y | Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers, five mixed 
Sisters, Bob Dupont, Ruth Barnes, | teams who have been around, and 


Knight Sister, Kay Starr, Don Darcy, | me : : | 
" bg ae ; of the four Harlem Swing High- 
Max Adkins Orch (16); ‘Come Live landers. These two are the ones | 


With Me’ (M-G), who dance; when all four are har- 
monizing Scotch ballads, it’s from | 
; hunger. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 7. 





Snow was so thick at noon today 
(7) that an autoist couldn’t see his| Rest of the performers are mostly 
radiator cap; temperature was| anonymous in a non-programmed 
around zero and traffic just wasn’t! book show, and loss of identity in 
because of the icy streets. Yet, the. this nonentity is far from tragic. 
Stanley was packed to the rafters| Blizz boffed biz badly opening 
and there were a couple of hundred | night (Friday). Scho. 


cash customers behind the ropes at 
PALACE, CLEVE. 


the break. Only one answer to all 
Cleveland, March 8. 


that—the Andrews Sisters. It was a 
jukebox crowd—that much was ap- 

Bobby Bryne Orch, Johnny Barnes, 
| Vivian Bennett, Powers Singing 





parent from the audience, which 
kept yelling for the trio’s best-known 
waxes, and they would have been 
happy and contented if the rest of 
the show had forgotten to show up 
so the Andrews gals could have had 
the stage to themselves. 

It was also very thoughtful of the 
Senator theatre, a rival Harris house 
a few blocks away, to book in ‘Buck 


Johnny Martel, Calgary Bros.; ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB). 





To the Palace’s regular clientele, 


. ’ : |this Bobby Byrne outfit is new and 
Privates’ (U) just a week ahead of not so long on the vaude showman- 


oe ee ee ang tha “doing | Ship to the more veteran maestroes, 
ntroned well, so in a way Senator has| Put it has enough on the jiving bill 
been giving the WB deluxer —_ aa 
thing on the order of a full-length besten ° 
trailer. Of course, with such a setup,| One particular reason for warm 
the hotcha femme canaries can’t pos- | reactions is that Dick Farrell, 
sibly miss and they mop up here! Byrne’s new drummer, is a Cleve- 
handily. Give out with five sockos, 
starting with ‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ | 
then going into ‘You're Mean to Me,’ | - 
with a violin obligato by Joe Venuti, | beats the | tympani hot, fast and 
and winding up with their bongie | Saey, Saying on Pe > ~ = 
cycle st ar from —- ener’ oS he an (a) e 
tine ights’ (U); ‘Boogie Oogie | . . 

Flexibility of the unit in playing it 





of his own here two years ago when 
he was known as Dick D’Nar. Lad 


20 


Bugle Boy of Company B,’ from 
‘Buck Privates’ (U), and ‘Scrub Me | either hot or sweet also is commend- 
Mama With a Boogie Beat.’ Gals/able. Trombone solos of leader, a 
sell ‘em all with plenty of snap and| graduate of the Jimmy Dorsey 
Venuti had to crash through the| school, are the sockiest items when 
finale right in the middle of their, backed by a compact brass section 
applause to get the trio off at this| that knows how to subdue its 
catching. | Saythens for “— Pd sa Bennett 
Tenuti h st the ri b for | Kay in voice but slightly negative 
od Te dare wy ng the | 1! Personality. Not comparable to 
right oe the aaeeews follow- | 
ers. It’s a hot outfit long on the jive, | “ET; eg lg + 
with Veunll giving hie Eddie several | oe saan On Waeey Siar ane Sane 
scorching workouts, particularly on | °U'S: . . 
‘Summertime,’ which starts out in _There’s too much singing for one 
regulation ballad fashion and then) bill, which boomerangs slightly on 
goes into a torrid stomp. Although | the Powers Singing Models. Trio of 
the maestro isn’t too much of a | lookers contribute some pleasant vo- 
showman and handles his announce- | C8! harmonizing in ‘Mary Goes 
ments carelessly, he’s lucid and elo- | Round’ and others, accentuated by 
quent enough musically, and in the|J@8y Levison’s smart arrangements, 


last analysis that's his ‘payoff. In-|>ut in individual work they can’t 
dividual click with his orch is Bar-| Stand up very strongly against all 


the competish. 

Calgary Bros., with chucklesome 
horseplav and vivid pantomime, are 
— “mn to relieve the musical 
. : show. Johnny Barnes’ triple-time 

rey. : ‘ : 

Darcy. Latter has the pipes, former taps show large amount of deft orig- 


the looks. eae b 
inality as 7e : 

Remainder of the layout is Fy boone oF WE oe Wrighs sense of 
gravy and able to keep a strictly pro- | Quiet opening biz climbed sharply 
Andrews crowd at least satisfied! over weekend. Pull. 
until the trio puts in an appearance. . ; 
Ruth Barnes is a cute package and a 
fine little tap dancer with a natural 
instinct for rhythm. Sisters con- 
tribute their graceful legology. For 
laughs, there’s Bob Dupont in his 
standard, comic juggling. He’s al- 
Ways been a smash at the Stanley 
and this time is no exception. He’s 
another who had to beg off after his 
two encores, the first being a rum- 
bourine, in which he keeps three 
tambourines going in the air in 
rhumba time, and the second his in- 
evitable apple bit. In this, he jug- 
gles a napkin, a plate and an apple, 
and bites at the apple every time it 

asses his mouth until there’s noth- 
ing left but the core. 


rett Deams, the drummer, who has | 
a hot session or two and wows ’em 
aap with his Jack Powelling. | 

wo vocalists are Kay Starr and Don | 





TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, March 8. 
Pepito and Juanita, Chester Fred- 
ericks and Gloria Lane, Wen Hai 
| Troupe, Lester Harding, Marwilda 
| Ford, House Line, Herb Six House 
| Orch; ‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep). 


| The inclusion of Pepito, the clown, 
and the Wen Hai family of Chinese 
| acrobats on the bill gives the signal 
|for tilting this one ‘International 
Revue.’ It’s built along accepted 
lines here with a trio of standard 

Max Adkins’ house band in the| acts, the weekly amateur entry and 
pit, and practically a vacation for| the house regulars headed by Lester 
them this week. Cohen. Harding. Sum is a variety bill com- 


plete with music, comedy, dancing 
APOLLO, N. Y. 








and novelties, and at 39 minutes it 
holds a lively pace. 

House force adds to the interna- | 
tional flavor with the linegirls clog- | 
ging off a wooden-shoes number to 





‘On Striver’s Row,’ produced by 


ee Pm ae Rg re r 4 | ‘Old Dutch Garden’ as opening, and 

yore a ten Burien ames £.) at mid-show working out a Hawaiian 
; . ° | combination of vocalli ¢ anci 
Cast: Louis Jordan’s Orch (8),! = f vocailing and dancing | 


with Harding leading the way on| 
‘Song of the Islands.’ Following the 
opening by the line the five Wen 
Hais take over to give an assortment 
of barrel juggling, contortions and 
feature bar feats by the two burly 
males. Harding then softens his 
baritone to sing a very acceptable 
‘Perfidia.’ 
: Center of the show is well occu- 
ai Harlem's Apollo is just marking | pied by Chester Fredericks combin- 
ume in between a paucity of suit- | ing comic dancing with lively patter 
able name bands with stage produc- | and stepping off some semi-eccentric 
tions, Thus far no band is set_until| softshoe numbers with his femme 
Ella Fitzgerald comes in Easter | partner. She likewise takes a solo | 
Week (April 13); hence ‘Tropicana’ | turn to terp, and the act fills 10 min- 
last week, ‘On Striver’s Row’ cur-' utes with clever entertainment. Ama- 
rently and a Bill Robinson-headed teyr assignment is handled this week 
presentation next week. | by eight-year-old Marwilda Ford in 
On Striver’s Row’ misses the boat! 4° ful] ballet toe dance, and very 
completely as a satire on the ofay| creditable for her age 
400; it’s overlong and dull for the losi ; ae ee Shed 
most part; its music is poor and Closing spot is taken by. Pepito. 
sadly lacking in the rhythm usually | “ ho runs off ser es of imitations and 
synonymous with colored entertain- | Stunts flavored with broad satire. | 
ment. On the other hand, an honest Partner Juanita contributes a ~ | 
if inept effort is being made here to nude interpretative dance as her bit, 
overcome a shortage of b.o. bands, on but emphasis of the act is on the 
which this house thrives, which is | Comedy and so approved by the cus- | 
more than can be said for the show- | tomers. Line brings home the inter- | 
nanship at some other stage show | National flavor with a baton-waving 
military number in red, white and | 


Amanda Randolph, Whitey’s Lindy 
Hoppers (10), Joe Byrd and Tim 
Moore, Dot Salters, Harlem Swing 
Highlanders (4), Margo and Vigal, 
Phil Scott, Fred O’Neil, Alice 
Childress, Letitia Toole; Mixed 
Chorus (18), House Pit Orch; ‘The 
Lone Wolf Keeps a Date’ (Col). 





/perations., 


Of the talent in this presentation, | b!ue. | 
nly Louis Jordan, as a fast slinger| Biz is topping average and some | 
f Harlem slanguage, much of it in extra credit attributed to the film 
ymes, stands out. He also leads the with Weaver Brothers and Roy 
even-piece stage band at the finale, Rogers. Quin. 


Models, Jerry Wayne, Dick Farrell, | 


lander who had a popular orchestra | 


richer-toned pipes of Jerry Wayne, | 
whose softly paced ‘You Walked By’ | 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 6. 


Forever’ and ‘We Three.’ ’ 
Comedy has another inning when | FLATBUSH, B KLYN 


the diminutive Ross Wyse, Jr., and | 
the tall, lanky June Mann unleash 





Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth and Conse-| their eccentric dancing and clown- PP ac nana Pe ay 2 Gn, _ 
quences’ unit with Ralph Edwards,|ing. Wyse is a showstopper with Mage Terril Simone Si Pag 
Jack Farnell, George Hackett, Herb: his unusual acro tap and other rou- and Ss McKenna ; Art "Dared 
Moss; ‘Hard Boiled Canary’ (Par) tines and his terrific whirls and ‘Spencer and | ae gg ve 4 
and ‘Buck Privates’ (U), flips. Miss Mann’s high kicking and bers . we — oo 


; Newsreels. 
| contortionistic work are also clicko. | ~ 


Miss Froman, of course, is tops 





‘Truth or Consequences’ 





comedy 





lair radio quiz has been transferred from every angle—voice, appearance Mitchell Ayres band shows up 
in its entirety to the stage of the and personality. The dramatic fire here as an excellent bet for the 
Paramount this week, with the regu- | 4nd animation which she puts into vaudfilm houses. For the tamily 
lar weekly broadcast over NBC on/ such numbers as ‘Frenesi, ‘Beguine, | trade as well as the youngsters 
Saturday (8) emanating from this| “There I Go’ and ‘You Can't Brush | Ayres provides easy listening. At 
| spot. There have been previous | Me Off’ lend them considerable the same time leader has faculty of 
radio shows brought to its stage by | value. strongly pointing up people working 
Par, either wholly or in portions, but! ‘I Am an American’ is a stirring , '" front of the band without lessen- 
no act has clicked as solidly as the | closer for the band and winds up ing audience interest in the fetching 
Ralph Edwards offering. : the show on a thrilling, patriotic ,™usical interpretations, 

Using members of the audience as note. House sparsely populated at| Simone Simon, featured in the bill- 
‘victims,’ Edwards not only succeeds | Opening performance Friday, the | ing, is strictly marquee dressing, and 
in getting those selected to come on) initial day. Rees. | not even skillful band handling pre- 
stage but, strange as it may seem, the agro ole aa /vents her from murdering a couple 
‘ludicrous “consequences’ which the EMBASSY. N. Y | of swell tunes such as ‘Last Time I 
victims are forced to pay for their aa) | Saw Paris’ and ‘Down Argentine 
failure to answer questions correctly (NEWSREELS) Way.” ‘Latins Know How’ is best 





suited to Miss Simon’s limited capac- 
ities but vocal delivery remains cold 
and uninspired. Holding next-to- 
closing spot ahead of Joe and Jane 
McKenna, Miss Simon bowed off to 
fairly good returns. Former screen 
star, dressed in red and black gown, 
has pleasant stage presence and con- 
centration on voice buildup should 
be in order. 

Art Carney, (New Acts), formerly 
with Horace Heidt, stands oui with 


are entered into with a spirit and 
zest that make for solid entertain- 
ment. 

If today’s (Thursday’s) opening 
performance is a_ criterion, this 
ether show is destined for top laurels 
with local theatregoers. Spectators 
were convulsed with laughter and 
shouted their approbation in no un- 
certain terms. 

A special amplifier system has 
been installed for the week, so that 


| 
| A lack of hat news, and a void in 
|excitement because of the manner 
|in which the news is handled, make 
| the current newsreel show consider- | 
‘ably below par. As often occurs, 
| there’s much that’s superfluous. With 
the new form of selling that comes | 
'on the 1941-42 season under ye olde 
consent decree, it may behoove the 
newsreel companies to get out of 
| their present groove. They will have 





| 
| 


every word that passes between | to be sold on their own and will highly effective series of personality 
Edwards and the audience, before | Stand or fall on their value rather | jmitaions, starting out with Broad- 
final selections are made, is carried than expect salesmen to palm them) way crowd noises and winding up 
|to every portion of the house,| Off when writing feature contracts. with Al Smith. Carney is sock ali 


| Among other things they will have | 
;to embrace more action and less | caught. 
re —— pt ghey iney jo a | Featured with the band are Marion 
| with offscreen talk iii ~ | Mercer, Tommy Taylor and Harry 
a ence sa ie alii iain a Terril. Miss Mercer is a nifty vo- 
’ re d : _ oS ° some | calist, and holds her audience easily 
answers to questions are rewarded | 800d material because it isn't neces- | with both sweet and novelty nume 
with $3, plus a box of soap, while | Sary to set up for sound when the bers such as ‘Jt All Comes Back To 
failure to respond properly brings | Cameramen are shooting. This week | 4,7, Now’ and ‘Row, Row, Row.’ Her 
$2 and soap, plus the ‘consequences.’ | it has an ‘exclusive’ showing how |v cion o, «yes My Waring Daugh- 
First ‘victim’ this afternoon had to | naval cadets are taught the trans- tan? with chorals from boys in the 
put on a hula dance, which he did | Mission of radio messages, It’s mildly | jong ic a winner Taylor warbles 
with gusto: first femme had to draw | interesting rather than something etartively opening with ‘Boogie 
a poster, while blindfolded, of her |the papers should copy. One con- Woogie Boy’ referense being made to 
ideal man. ‘Victims’ are called | Cérning English coast guards is just | P 


singly or in teams before the mike, | 8° Much talk, while U’s clip on Ital- 00 yl seen Re ge May vag 
handed tricky questions and usually 


|ian prisoners being transferred to followed with ‘I Give You My Word.’ 
are forced to pay the consequences. | India also isn't much. '‘McNamara’s Band,’ also a Mitchell 


Edwards is assisted by Jack Farnell, 
as chief stooge. and Herb Moss, pro- 
ducer of the air show, together with 
George Hackett at the miniature 
organ. 

For the current engagement right 


the way and had to beg off at show 


| 
} 





'Not a single one of the dozen or | Fox's cameraman in Libya sends | i deeagplceeae eT n caine mime 

| more victims balked at today’s| back a little something on an in- | Ayre yPrer-arigy a W. as ae 
| opener and each performed his ‘for- | f@otry attack and, like U, also turns | vio Wwe Met. Terrill is featureé 
| feit’ without so much as a murmur.| the crank on some of Il Duce's) -)y plaver, soloing okay with “‘Tam- 
| Andience applause later decides) Prisoners. Par comes in with|)O coy? ® ; 

the grand prize winner, who js | Churchill reviewing troops, Saying | aia EP ™ er j i 
awarded an extra $5 for his or her nothing. At the same time the clip} Following Miss Mercer in opening 


‘is nothing but exposed film that | spot are Spencer and Foreman, dance 
'might have been used to better ad-| team, ‘New Acts) confined mainly 
vantage. It would seem that the/|to taps and a boogie woogie dance 
cameramen on the war fronts could! version that drew moderate re- 
do better than their work would in- | sponse. 

dicate as displayed here this week. | Orch held the house solidly with 


efforts at entertainment. 

It’s a corking good laff show and 
promises to grow in favor as the 
week progresses. Edwa. 





ORPHEUM MPLS At Portsmouth, England’s King imitations of leading bands such as 

’ e and Queen curvey some wreckage | Harry James, Shep Fields, Count 

teins (Fox). The same company also buy ve ar <r ey 

in? o0lis. M . dwells on future flying laddies in| Joe and Jane McKenna in e clos- 

Gray Pe — ao le 'Great Britain and on troops in New | ing spot, work hard in a comedy 

Meredith Blake and Art Perry; Zealand staging a parade. Latter routine that clicks. Finale with 
Three Pitchmen, Ross Wyse, Jr., and type is something the newsreel | knockabout adagio routine. 


June Mann. Jane Froman: ‘Hudson’s | Photogs can always fall back on. _ Biz in orchestra fair at this catch- 
Bay’ (WB). : Pathe offers what it calls an elec- | ing. Mori, 
‘tion special. Since it’s different it | 
F |has special merit although serving 
wre show moe re a. and as a campaign puff. Three campaign MICHIGAN, DETROIT 
| the Gray Gordon band for names | speeches are voiced by as many can- 
Detroit, March 9. 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ with Bert 
Wheeler, Hank Ladd, Francetta Mal- 











and a bushel of pleasant entertain- didates W ho seek to succeed the late 
ment, provided by them and others, | Kenneth F. Simpson as congressman 
to bulwark their questionable box- | from New York. Dean Alfange, with 
office value locally. It’s heavy on | the best spie! gets the heaviest hand. 


| the vocalizing and music, but there’s| par has a special on Robert James. | loy, Beryl Cameron, Bob Williams 
}enough dancing and a smatter Of|the youngster lost several days in|and Red Dust, Frakson, Reginald 
| comedy, too, the entire layout add-| Ny. Well handled. Craig and Biltmorettes (3); ‘Four 
ing up to sock audience enjoyment.| Jn the sports column is tke usual | Mothers’ (WB), 
Ph = Pec ete! ory wt = | routine matter, including more of | a 
ordon ‘lie-loc Rhythm’ orchestra | »ball training in the South. Na- | : bh A} 
is cailed upon to give forth substan- | — a yon | in which a new There doesn’t seem to be much dif- 


ference to the ‘Vanities’ in its second 

{dip into Detroit in less than a year, 
but there are a few new acts in the 
|revue. Those show girls are making 
the males willing to come downtown 
and Bert Wheeler’s pat stuff is pro- 
viding the Michigan with a nice b.o. 
booster. Bill is running strong at 
the wickets, which seems an indica- 
tion that in this tc. 7n, with its in- 
| frequent stage shows, the natives are 
willing to come out a second time 
|for just about the same material. 


| tially. Making its first local appear-!North American record was set,, is 
ance and not too well-known here | jess exciting than the suggested im- 
otherwise, it impresses as one of | portance of the event. 

the better of the swing outfits to| Academy of Arts and Sciences din- 
come this way. The _manner 1n/ ner, with President Roosevelt cut in 
which it delivers with highly listen- | from Washington, is the only clip in 
able arrangements and plenty of | which the chief exec is seen. Knud- 
novelty, and the fact that it seems |sen is on in connection with the 
to belong among the topnotchers in | Bethlehem steel strike. 

its line musically, should help biz Again the Embassy presents a 
and spell much greater b.o. on @| couple clips of 10 and 25 yess ago. 
return. Gordon himself is pleasant| One includes the late Will Rogers, 
and proves a smooth emcee and con- 


| 
| 





about to hop off in a plane. Char, 














ductor Show seems to have fallen off on 

Neatly uniformed and_ utilizing costuming but nobody seems to — 

} - ividi sin it isn’ tirely what the gals 
strikingly decorated individual . since it isn t en eB 

stands, the band makes a much bet- | ol ege pice are wearing that helps to provide 

ter appearance than many of the one of the bigger lures. Running 








more publicized tes... from page 3 fiveshows a day. Condensng the ma- 


and bigger name 





aggregations that have played this| women’s activities, caught their pe on gp Rigel ally pA | the 

theatre. Giving the brasses full | preath and denounced the show. lusual flesh to the production num- 

sway, Gordon goes in mainly for the . : ar E 

stuff ‘calculated to delight the jitter Dr. Hindman said the skits were | bers. 

: c rs L - ° ’ | y g 4 » } +a, ; 
|bug bunch as well as the more con- ‘offensive to good taste’ and embar-| Wheeler again registers plenty big 
| servative swing addicts. Most of the | rassing to the university. He warned here with his easy, ingratiating ~~ 

: : : | . ’ 1er the sharpening of 

boys play several instruments and | that ‘under no circumstances’ would aoe 7 Rs 5 |e gone : Fr: on tte 
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| nine Mine.” aremer | What took place at a roadhouse pop- Boy Love’ and ‘Night at Earl Car- 

Berkeley Square. Then Drummer | -o}l’s’ ; fad . ¢ * 

Lee Harold hits a terrific pace with | War with the students. Another |/TOll's, as fadeins for production 
| +4 a pace wi | numbers. Reginald Craig’s baritone 


the sticks during a ‘Drum Fantasy.’ | took a scene from ‘Gone With the 


: - } ‘ is at its best in ‘One Look at You.’ 
Meredith Blake, girl singer with 
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vantage in such imbers as ‘Only | the university. i follow Clinton. 
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Julian Eltinge Dies at 57; Bway 
Recalls His Fisticuffts, Parties 





Julian. Eltinge, whose appear- 
ances as a female impersonator more 
than a generation ago brought him 
stage fame and a fortune, died Fri- 
day (7) in New York. After being 
out of the limelight for years, he 
came from his Coast home last year 
to appear in the oldtimers floor 
show at Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe in the Paramount hotel, 
N.Y., financial reverses forcing the 
comeback. He left the nitery re- 
cently because of kidney trouble, 
but a cerebral hemorrhage caused 
sudden death. He was 57. 

His right name was William Dal- 
ton and fellow actors called him 
‘Bill. Eltinge was noted for after- 
theatre parties when he was a 
Broadway favorite, such events 
usually being restricted to profes- 
sional friends; also as a fast man 
with a dollar, being generous in 
loaning money to those less fortu- 
nate. His Coast ranch was valued 
at $150,000, but he recently told in- 
timates that he expected to sell it 
for $50,000. 

Fatal illness developed suddenly. 
Until very recently he was at the 
Lambs Club mingling with friends 
and apparently in good health. 

Fact that he never married led to 
various reports, but Eltinge demon- 
strated his ability to take care of 
himself on a number of occasions. 
One story about Eltinge had him 
battling a bunch of hoodlums in a 
west side saloon when they ribbed 
him about being a swish. Eltinge 
scored in vaudeville, but it was in 
legit that he became best known. 

A. H. Woods, who produced most 
of the Eltinge shows, built a theatre | 


on 42nd Street which he named for | 


the star, Congressman Sol 
and Eltinge also investing in the 
venture. Latter sold out his inter-| 
est. The Eltinge, which is now a 
stock burlesque’ spot, __ included | 
Woods’ offices during the period 
when he was one of the most prolific 
producers in show business. 

Stories of Eltinge having once been 
a millionaire were fanciful. At one 
time he was worth around $250,000, 
most of it in property, his financial 
condition being best shortly after he 


Bloom 


toured in the ‘American Vaudevile | 
Revue,’ which played legit houses at | 


$2.50 top in 1919 and crossed the con- 
tinent twice. Those close to the im- | 


personator say he did not dabble in| 


the stock market. 
Champagne Strategy 

The then United Booking 
(Keith - Albee - Orpheum 


Office 
interests) 


sent headliners to oppose the Eltinge | 


outfit in many stands, but he out- 
witted the bookers a number of 
times. Eva Tanguay, who appeared 


in a mid-western city 
was hosted by Eltinge at a cham- 
pagne party upon her 
rarely imbibed, 
until Thursday of that week. At an- 
other stand, John Charles Thomas 
was supposed to head the opposition 
show but after a wine party with 
Eltinge he had to cancel the date. 
The vaude revue was handled by 
James D. Barton who paid Eltinge 
$2,000 weekly plus half the profits, 


(Continued on page 51) 


BOOKING JAM DELAYS 
WYNN’S TOUR 1 WEEK 


Ed Wynn’s ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ closes its Broadway engage- 
ment at the Broadhurst this week, 
but does not start touring until late 
next week because of a booking jam 
in certain out of town stands. Bos- 
ton houses are available, but the 
revue played its break-in there. First 
date out will be New Haven Friday 
and Saturday (21-22) next week. 

Wynn is paying the ensemble over | 
the scale and practically all the girls 
will tour in ‘Boys.’ Chorus scale is | 





have been getting $40 and their pay 
will be upped to $45 when leaving 
town. 
one or two getting $65. 

Cast will remain intact except for 
Tony and Renee DeMarco, who will 
be replaced by Georges and Jalna, 
dance team that has been showing 
at the Royal Palm, Miami. 
had intended staying in N. Y. for the 
balance of the season, but attendance 
dived even after the top was cut 
from $4.40 to $3.30. Figured that, as 
Wynn has not appeared out of town 
for some time, the show could tour 
for a year. 


+o 





against him, | 


arrival. She| 
so could not go on| 


Wynn 


Erskine’s First Play 


John Erskine has written his first 
play for professional production. Tit- 
led ‘Thought for Tomorrow,’ it’s de- 
scribed a costume comedy-drama 
with modern application. He com- 
pleted final draft last week, but has 
not yet decided where to submit it. 
His only previous play was written 
for and presented at a midwest col- 
lege. 

Novelist, who goes to the Argentine 
next month for a stay of about six 
weeks on a goodwill mission, has a 
new book recently published. Called 
‘Casanova’s Women’ and ran serially 
in Liberty. 








TO LIFT BAN 
ON ALIENS 


Request by the managers that 
Equity relax or suspend its rule 
that alien actors are forbidden to 
appear in legit unless there are six- 
month intervals between engage- 
ments met with prompt refusal. 
| Equity council voted against it 
unanimously after limited discus- 
sion. Had any councillor favored 
|the idea it would have acted as a 
firebrand, because the alien actor 








|at the definite insistence of a ma- 
| jority of members. 
| Managers’ proposal principally ap- 
| plied to British players, feeling that 
|the ban should be dropped for the 
| duration of the war because it’s now 
|so difficult to import players. Ac- 
tors’ attitude is the compleie re- | 
verse from that of the managers. 
They declare that there is more need | 
for maintaining the rule now than 
heretofore because of the number of 
refugee actors over here. While 
| Equityites are willing to make con- 
|cessions in aid of the refugee play- 
ers, and have done so during the 
| past year, they point out that the 
|}amount of production is too limited 
'for them to relieve their own un- 
employment situation. 

When the alien actor rules were 
made, Equity records showed an un- 
usual number of Britishers in Broad- 
way casts. It was contended that 
some producers made it a practice 
to use English professionals in pref- 
erence to Americans. The actors 
bristled when managers said that too 
many native actors were on the 
|corny side, which made the Equity 
people the more insistent on pro- 
tecting its rank and file. While 
Equity 
sity of using English people in#ome 
partse they adopted the six months 
rule, but stipulated that no aliens be 
permitted in stock companies which 


EQUITY REFUSES 


rules were adopted some years ago | 


leaders conceded the neces- | 


UBO HEADS ILL 


Gus Pitou and Elias Weinstock Both 
On Sick List 








and the Shuberts formed the United 
Booking Office to handle legit road 
shows, the exchange was minus a 
head last week. Gus Pitou, who rep- 
resents Erlanger’s, was confined to 
his home on Long Island, and Elias 
Weinstock, who replaced Jules 
|Murry as the Shubert booker, was 
lin Florida, also because of illness. 
John Garrity, general manager for 
the Shuberts, sat in at the UBO 
several hours daily, although he has 
several other office assignments. 


SUNDAY B.0. OK 
DESPITE SNOW 


For the second successive Friday, 
New York was visited by a snow 
storm, last week’s fall being the 
heaviest in six years. With the the- 
atre zone in bad shape for traffic, 
theatre attendance dropped on Sat- 
urday and it was expected that Sun- 
day performances would be socked 
too, piled-up snow making parking 
difficult. Roads in the suburbs were 
covered by deep drifts. 


However, four out of the eight 
performances given Sunday (9) 
topped the attendance of the pre- 
vious Sabbath, the others being but 
slightly less. That was taken as an- 
other indication that Sundays have 
been fairly well established and that 
a new class of playgoers is being 
drawn. As yet most of the top-rated 
shows have ducked Sundays, so that 
plays of moderate classification are 
| Principally being benefitted, sup- 
| porting the contention that such per- 
|formances would lengthen engage- 
ments. 


| Opening next week in N.Y. are 
| ‘Native Son,’ St. James, and ‘My Fair 
| Ladies,’ Hudson. Closing Saturday 
(15) ‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
| Wynn), which tours from the Broad- 
| hurst, and ‘George Washington Slept | 
| Here,’ Lyceum, which does not, 




















Experimental Theatre 


Picks Ist Play, But No 
| Definite Starting Date 


No date has been set for the first 
play to be shown by the Experi- 
mental Theatre,an organization set up 
| by Equity and the Dramatists Guild 
so that actors and authors may have 
a showcase, but one script has been 


decided on, ‘Steps Going Up.’ It was 
written by George Farr, a new- 
comer. Two other plays are to be 


announced, but the titles are with- 
held because the scripts are being 
rewritten. 

Delay in getting the experiment 
started is partly due to players who 
were selected and then were offered 
regular engagements. General plan 
is to give one bare stage perform- 
ance of each play, audience to be 
principally made up of producers 
and casting agents. If the plays are 
accepted for regular 
within a six-months period, players 
appearing in the experimental show- 
ing are to participate in the percent- 
age of possible profits payable 
n nicest organization. 





FATHER IN PHILLY 
TOPS N.Y. GROSS 





| were dwindling to the vanishing 
| point. That _ is occasionally 
| waived, especially for tryouts in the 
sticks. 

Managers request for waiving the 
six months rule followed the coun- 
cil’s action in declining to make an 
exception in the case of Patrick 
O’Moore, whom Gilbert Miller want- | 
ed to use in his forthcoming drama | 
‘R. A. F.’ Miller, however, won a 
concession to use Elizabeth Inglise 


in the play, she being an English 
actress who has taken out her first 
| citizen papers. 

| 

‘Sam Bernard’s Executor 





| Jailed; 448G Deficiency | 


$35 in N. Y., but ensemble people | 


Armin H. 
of the estate of the Iate Sam Ber- 
nard, was jailed Monday (10) on a 


Showgirl salaries are higher,® warrant charging him with failure 
to pay $448,546 due as surtax on the | 


estate. Order for Mittelman’s ar- 
rest was issued on the petition of 
Mrs. Betty Crosney, a daughter of | 
Bernard. 


estate, which was appraised in 1928 
at more than $750,000, show a de- 
ficiency of $447,046. She also charged 
that Mittelman, during an examina- 
tion under oath, had admitted con- 
verting $175,000 of liberty bonds for 
ij his own use. 


Mittelman, an executor | 


She alleged in affidavits that the | 


‘Life With 
flourishing 


Father’ has been 
off Broadway, but last 


week for the first time a road 
|‘Father’ out-grossed the original | 
‘company at the Empire, N. Y. Out- | 


fit which turned the trick was the 
Boston company now housed at the 
Walnut, Philadelphia, 
$19,200. That topped the first com- 
pany by nearly $2,500. Business for 
Broadway’s long-stayers dropped 
| last week and the champ holdover 
| comedy was no exception. 

| One reason why the out-of-town 
‘Father’ grosses have been under the 
Broadway show’s levels, is that the 
| latt ter has a $3.30 top, while the other 
companies are $2.75 top. Philly’s 
Walnut, however, has about 200 seats 
more than the Empire and the added 
capacity more than equalizes the dif- 
i ference in scale. Neither the Reper- 
tory, Boston, nor the Blackstone, 


Chicago, have capacities larger thar 


For the first time since Erlanger’s | 


production | 


to the | 


which got | 


Camp Dix, N.J., Theatres Expensive 


But Virtually Useless, Pros Say 





Rose Delays ‘Clash’ 








associated with the Group Theatre 
in the expected presentation of Clif- 


has been set back and may not go on 
|until next season. Play was sup- 
posed to be in rehearsal, but stated 
that’ only script readings had been 
made by the cast, which had Luther 
Adler, Sylvia Sidney and Lee J. Cobb 
as the leads. 

It was reported that differences 
between Odets and Cobb caused the 
postponement. No contracts had 


been filed with Equity, a requirement | 


before rehearsals start. Usually when 
a play is abandoned prior to rehear- 
sals, or within the five-day proba- 
tionary period, management must 
pay the players a week’s salary, two | 
weeks’ pay going to those with run- 
of-the-play contracts. 


MGRS. TO SUE 
DRAMATISTS 
GUILD 


When the Dramatists Guild rather 
tersely informed the managers that 
| the revised basic minimum agree- 














ment was in force and dated for an- | 


|other five year period, the showmen 
protested against certain stipula- 
|tions. They told the authors that the 
|rule making it mandatory for all 


playwrights, native or foreign, to be | 


|members of the Guild before pro- 


| duction could be made was monopo- | 
legality would be} 


| listic and the 
'tested in the courts. Guild leaders 
replied they would welcome such 
action, 

League of New York Theatres 
(managers) thereupon prepared a 
complaint, but it is not limited to the 
specific point in muestion. It was de- 
cided to include other provisions in 
the contract that nave irked the 
managers for years. Revised agree- 
|; ment was perused and a number of 
‘items were selected for 
scrutiny. Managers’ idea is to make 
the complaint as strong as possible, 
not exceptional 
kind. 

Probably the principal controver- 
sial rule in addition to the forced 
membership provision is that which 
gives the author the right to put 
thumbs down on the director who 
may be selected by the manager, and 
also any member of the cast. Dif- 
ferences between dramatists and 
producers on those points have been 
infrequent, but there are instances 
where plays have been withdrawn 
for such reasons and showmen con- 
sider the rule a hazard. 

It was admitted by managers that 
the same rule was present in the 
original contract, but attempts to 
scratch the clause were unsuccess- 
ful. 








Cast Soliciting Angels 
For Blitzstem Opera 


The somewhat controversial ‘No 
for an Answer,’ by Marc Blitzstein, 
which was presented for three Sun- 
| days at Mecca Temple, N. Y., € 
this winter, 


earlier 
may be regularly pre- 
theatre if the 
money needed can be raised. Plan 
| has been outlined whereby ‘No’ could 
|} be so shown, cast being said to have 


sented at Jolson’s 


become a sales unit to solicit ‘inves- | 
Pledges for | 


tors loans’ of $100 each. 
| $6,000 are said to have been signed, 
while $17,000 would insure running 
the show for two weeks. 

| Author says of his work: 
| opera because it has dramatic action 
and music. But you can call it any- 
thing else you like.’ Story has to do 
with a strike of Greek ° waiters 
played on bare stage and with no 


special costumes. Blitzstein had a 
similar work called ‘The Cradle Will | 
Rock.’ It had a stormy career | 
after being played at Jolson’s with | 
the players in lower floor seats. 
House was originally a legiter. vary- 
ing the policy since with Italian 


} opera to foreign films. 


. 


According to Billy Rose, who is | 


ford Odets’ ‘Clash by Night,’ the play | 


court | 


in actions of this | 


‘I call it | 





| Equity, which has been designated 
by the Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America to direct professional 
entertainment in army camps, is 
| considering ways and means of rais- 
| ing $2,000,000 to be used in building 
stage-equipped theatres, provided 
| the Government does not earmark 
| funds for that purpose. Without the 
| right type of theatres, plans to tour 
legit and vaudeville shows in the 
camps cannot be formulated and 
those erected to date are impractical 
for such usage. 

The entertainment subject has 
been placed before army heads in 
Washington. While awaiting a re- 
ply, committee sessions were held 
at Equity’s offices last week to con- 
sider various proposals of solving 
| the camp theatre problem. General 
|feeling is that the Government 
| should enlist the services of show- 
men and that the presentations shall 
in a way be in the form of relief 
setups, such as in the WPA Federal 
Theatre Project. Figured that the 
cost of entertainment for the men in 
training would be but a slight per- 
centage of the defense expenditures. 

Bert Lytell, Equity head, stated 
that managers, dramatists and com- 
mitteemen are willing to donate 
their services in providing shows 
for the troops, but that actors are 
to be compensated, though name 
players would be expected to accept 
a cut for camp appearances. One 
plan to raise money for building 
theatres by direct subscription is 
said to have been shelved. Another 
|idea is to ask the heads of plants 
which have received big defense 
contracts to donate camp theatres. 


Budgets 
One w.k. theatre architect has sub- 
mitted blueprints for camp theatres 
which would cost around $70,000 
each. His plan was not favored be- 
cause of limited capacity and the 
provision for space for other ac- 
tivity within the building. Believed 
that camp theatres for shows should 
seat at least 1,000 persons and the 
approximate cost would be $100,000. 
Stated by professionals who vis- 
| ited Camp Dix, N. J., that all the- 
|atres there, one of which reputedly 
cost $110,000, were constructed with 
little knowledge of performance re- 
quirements. Floors are not inclined, 
the stages have a depth of only 
around 14 feet, and there are no 
provisions in the buildings for dress- 
ing rooms. Only entrances to the 
stages are by means of steps on each 
side and in full view of the audi- 
ence. The building walls are com- 
position, but one house has an air- 
conditioning system said to cost 
$30,000. 
Proposal to tour one-s 
the camps has been 
consideration and is 








et shows in 
given further 
regarded as 


quite feasible. Estimated that such 
units could operate on takings of 
$3,500 weekly, using an admission 


of 25c, with some front locations at 
50c. Any profit would go to ¢amp 
service purposes. Matter of trans- 
portation is a problem not yet work- 
ed out, nor whether one or two per- 
formances each evening should be 
given. Latter point, however, could 
be settled on the grounds. 


Figured that performances quite 
comparable to Broadway could be 
presented. Name players would be 


asked to play from four to six weeks 
for salary 


ual y con 


about half what they us- 
imand, it being felt that 
such people would assent on patri- 
otic appeal. Smaller bracketed 
would be paid as usual. 
However, the most important pre- 
minary step is to get theatres built. 
If civilian aid for that purpose will 
be forthcoming it may emanate from 
the Friends of New York Soldiers 
and Sailors, about to be reorganized 
along national lines. 
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Shuberts Give Detroit 
Singer Another Chance 


Detroit, March 11. 

Barbara Ann Scully, 17-year-old 
Detroit soprano who vaulted into 
prominence because a Sunday school 
| Class paid for her music lessons, was 
called to Chicago by the Shuberts 
, to succeed Yola Galley in ‘The Stu- 
dent Prince’ at the Grand Opera 
House there. 

Youngster was a 
when the S! 
in ‘Blossom 


ture at the 


sensation here 
iberts cast her as Mimi 
Time’ during their ven- 
Wilson theatre last No- 
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Los Angeles, March 11. 

laying to absolute capacity dur- 
ing second week of their two-week 
run here, Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne, in ‘There Shall Be No 
Night,’ garnered a juicy $28,400 on 
final six days at the Biltmore theatre, 
and grossed $55,000 for the run. 

Time after time local management 
of the Biltmore says it has en- 
deavored to impress upon the New 
York booking heads the desirability 
of three-week bookings for topnotch 
names, but despite terrific grosses 
piled up on two weeks by various 
attractions these pleas are said to 
have fallen on deaf ears. 

Complete sellout at every perform- 
ance last week by the Lunts was in 
the face of torrential rains, which 
set a new 48-year mark for Los An- 
geles. Extra chairs were resorted to 
at each show and enough people 
were turned away to provide near- 
capacity for a third week. 

Production activity continues brisk 
in the Los Angeles area. Eighteen 
Actors, Inc., will open brief tour 
with ‘Kind Lady’ at the Fox theatre, 
Redlands (26), followed by matinee 
and night performance at the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse and two- 
day stand at the Lobero theatre, 
Santa Barbara, April 4-5. 

Rehearsals have been started for 
*‘Anybody’s Girl,’ new comedy, to 
open shortly at the Mayan. Holly- 
wood theatre alliance is mulling an 
{dea to have its No. 2 road company 

lay a return engagement of ‘Meet 


he People,’ and George Shafer is 


lining up a new revue for the Holly- 
wood Playhouse. 





Honorary Doctorate for Lunts 
Madison, Wis., March 11. 


The Regents of the University of | Shrew’; 





~ Lunts’ $55,000 in 2 L.A. Weeks 


Recalls Plea for Longer Stands THEY WALK ALONE 





Charleston’s ‘Artifice’ 





| Charleston, S. C., is readying its | 
| annual civie celebration, a feature of | 


which will again be the presentation 
|of a play in the Dock Street theatre, 
/one of the oldest in America. Play 
/to be given is ‘A Bold Artifice,’ re- 
| vised from the original which dates 
'back to the 18th century. Only a 
couple of professionals will appear, 
they playing with local talent by ar- 
rangement with Equity. Pros who 
went to Charleston Monday (10) 
were under contract for four weeks, 
two being devoted to rehearsals, 
Later, the 200th anniversary of 
Middleton Place Garden, near 
Charleston, will be marked by the 
|presentation of a Shakespearean 
play, to be selected. Stated the Gar- 
den show shop is actually older than 
the Dock Street. Carolina Arts Assn, 
‘is handling both ventures. 


Otis, Cornelia Skinner ~ 
Do Skakespearian Bits 
For Victor Disc Album 


Cornelia Otis Skinner and her 
father, Otis Skinner, have completed 
an album of six 12-inch records cut 
with selected speeches and dialog 
from various works of Shakespeare. 
They were made for Victor Records’ 
Red Seal releases and will be mar- 
keted at the end of this month. 

Items used are: murder scene from 
‘Macbeth’; wooing scene and Kate’s 
speech of advice from ‘Taming of the 
Antony's oration over 








Wisconsin has voted to confer the | Caesar's body, from ‘Julius Caesar’; 
honorary degree of Doctor of Belles | Juliet's potion speech from “Romeo 
Lettres upon Alfred Lunt and Lynn| 2nd Juliet’; Portia’s mercy speech 


Fontanne on Commencement Day 
June 23. 





| from ‘Merchant of Venice’; and ‘Sev- 
| en Ages of Man,’ from ‘As You Like 


Honor will be accorded ‘in recog- | !t’ 


Been hn 
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nition of their contribution to the! 
theatre of the United States and/| 
more particularly to that of Wiscon- 
sin. The Lunts have a home at 
Genessee Depot, Wis. 





Engineers’ Studies in Nat’! 
Emergency May Terminate 
Mohawk Drama Festival 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 11. 

The Mohawk Drama Festival may 
be the first topflight strawhat to feel 
the effects of the national defense 
program. President Dixon Ryan 
Fox, president of Union College, 
sponsor of the Festival each summer 
since 1935, indicated the number of 
productions may be curtailed, or the 
1941 program cancelled entirely. 

Decision rests upon word from 
Washington as to whether Govern- 
ment authorities wish engineering 
courses to be continued throughout 
the summer. Such an_ extension 
might require the use of almost 
three-fourths of the college facilities. 





MIAMI STOCK WINDS 
UP 8-WEEK SEASON 


Stock at Miami Beach ended Sat- 
urday (8), when the Theatre in the 








season. Final show was to have 
| been ‘Good-bye Again,’ starring Den- 
nis King, who had appeared in 
‘Petticoat Fever,’ but ‘A Successful 
Calamity,’ with Walter Hampden, 
was substituted. Claimed that the 
|} season was successful, although the 
theatre built last winter has a ca- 
| pacity of only 480 seats. 
| House will be enlarged before it 
|opens next winter. It was one of 
| the few stocks which operated after 
the summer season and a number of 
}name players were presented. Fea- 
|tured actors and stars were paid 
| $500 to $1,000 weekly, comparable to 
|the salaries that attracted similar 
names up north during the summer 
period, 

Gant Gaither conducted the Miami 


| 
| 


| Beach enterprise as last season, He 


is a young showman who studied 
the stage abroad and ended with a 





If so, there probably would not be 
room at Union for the large festival | 
troupe and the students enrolled in| 
the Institute of the Theatre (operat- | 
ed as part of the Festival). Both pro- 
fessionals and neophytes live at the 
college. 
Preliminary plans, always made | 
some time in advance, were deferred 
from December to January and from | 
January to March. Charles Coburn, | 
who with his wife founded the Festi- | 
val, has kept in touch with the siiua- | 


| 


tion from Hollywood. 


Engagements 





Diane Davis, ‘Meet the People.’ 
Nicholas Joy, ‘Charley's Aunt.’ 
Eda Heinemann, Frank Wilson, | 
‘Watch on the Rhine.’ | 
Philip Bourneuf, Joseph Pevney., | 
C. M. David, Wiliam Maloney, ‘Na- | 
tive Son.’ 
George Matthews, Forrest Orr, | 
Louis Sorin, St. Clair Bayfield, John | 
Ravold, Owen Martin, ‘The Night 
Before Christmas.’ 
Eleanor Lynn, John Cromwell, 
Harold Vermilyea, Fredric Tozere, | 





Whitner Bissell, Frieda Altman, 
Byron McGrath, Martin 

Wilton Graff, Charlotte 

John McGovern, 


plete cast). 


course at the Yale school of drama. 
Those on the resort staff: Glenn Jor- 
dan, Gilda Livingston Dahlberg, 
Bertram Harrison, Bill Mulvey, 
Richard Fehr, Willis Kinghton, Mar- 
jorie Hildreth, George Wells and 
Tom Kennedy. 








‘Stage Door’ Plagiarism 


Denied by G.S. Kaufman | 


George S. Kaufman filed a denial 
Thursday (6) in N. Y. federal court 
to a sult against him by Madge 
Christie. Other defendants are Sam 
H. Harris, Edna Ferber, Doubleday 
Doran & Co., Inc., and Dramatists 


| Play Service, Inc. 


Action claims that Miss Christie’s 
play, ‘Thru the Looking Glass,’ was 
plagiarized in ‘Stage Door.’ An in- 
junetion, accounting of profits and 
damages are sought. Besides the 
general denial, Kaufman claims that 
Miss Christie comes into court with 
unclean hands and is guilty of laches. 
since she did not file the action until 
after the conclusion of the play’s run 
in N. Y. and after the film rights had 
been sold A dismissal is asked. 

Miss Ferber is co-author of ‘Stage 
Door,’ Harris produced it, Doubleday 


Wolfson, | published it, and Dramatists Play 
Acheson, | Service handles the play’s amateur 
‘Gabrielle’ (com- rights as a coperative subsidiary of 
{the Dramatists Guild. 


Tropics completed an eight week | 





Play Out of Town 











New Haven, March 6. 
Melodrama in three acts, six scenes, by 
Max Catto; staged by Berthold Viertel; 
setting, Lemuel Ayers; features Elsa Lan- 
chester and Carol Goodner; 
ken A. Boyar at the Shubert, New Haven, 
March 6-8, ‘41; 82.75 top. 


Julie Tallent. .cccsccccccseees Olive Deering 
Bess Stanforth....cccccceess Carol Goodner 
Robert Stanforth..ccccesseesss Jonn Moore 
a eer ee 
Larry Tallent...-cccscoees-Martin Manulis 


| Emmy Baudin@....ccoceee- isa Lan hester 
Sau] Trevithick....ceseeseeees Erford Gage 





England has another ‘Night Must 
Fall’ headed for Broadway, only in 
| this case the menace is a femme ser- 
vant instead of a male and instead 
of whistling ‘Mighty Like a Rose,’ 
|she precedes ner gruesome murders 
{with nocturnal organ selections in 
ithe village chapel. Best that can 
| be said about ‘They Walk Alone’ in 
|regard to preem here is that it is a 
| secondary edition of ‘Fall,’ which it 
' resembles in essence, if not in actual 
|plot content. Piece looks to fare 
| better on celluloid than on a stage. 
| Patrons here saw .-a production in 
|'which individual performances sur- 
| passed the story, this last being un- 
| satisfactory as to a weak ending. 





Chances of survival will be depend- | 


ent largely on final draft of play's 
closing moments, this phase being 
still in the experimental stage. 

Whatever ‘Walk’ was meant to be, 
it stands now as more of a study of 
a psychopathic case than an outright 
spine-chiller. Horror is implied, 
through allusions to offstage inci- 
dents, rather than actual ones. Im- 
pression given was that this lack of 
visual blood-and-thunder left the 
opening night audience somewhat 
unappeased. 

Emmy Baudine (Elsa Lanchester) 
is the mental case, she being a 
happy-go-lucky, efficient servant on 
an English farm, with normal tend- 
encies until music from the village 
chapel organ sets bells ringing in her 
head. At such times she has an un- 
usual power to attract men physi- 
' cally and a superhuman strength that 
|enables her to destroy them. After 
| several young men of the community 
|are found murdered in a repulsive 
i manner, Bess (Carol Goodner), head 
| of the Tallent homestead and 
|Emmy’s mistress, suspects Emmy of 








some weird connection with the 
crimes. Play brings out several 
word battles between Bess and 


Emmy and follows up with Emmy’s 
revenge by making Bess’ young 
brother, Larry, one of her victims 
when she realizes that Bess is on to 
her, Curtain shows Emmy’s eventual 
breakdown and capture. 

Miss Lanchester’s interpretation of 
Emmy is a corker. She shifts from 
an attractive, good-humored miss to 
}an inspired she-devil in quick suc- 
| cession and her portrayals strike an 
|authentic chord at both extremes. 
| Her mental fencing with Bess is par- 
| ticularly good, as also is her final 
scene in which she pleads that her 
| murderous tendencies are something 
|she is not responsible for and can- 
|}not control. Caro] Goodner, who 
| created the Bess role in the original 
|} London production, matches Miss 
| Lanchester in excellence of perform- 
|ance. She dominates practically all 
of her scenes, even ‘those in which 
| her normal mind struggles against 
Emmy's depraved cunning. 

Olive Deering, as younger sister 
| Julie, is called on for a variety of 
moods ranging from girlish appeal 
to terror, and she meets ‘the chal- 
lenge competently. Martin Manulis 
does well with the care-free Larry 
role and same goes for A. P. Kaye, 
father of the Tallent family; John 
Moore, Bess’ steady going husband, 
and Erford Gage, Julie’s fiance. 

Berthold Viertel, who staged the 
London production, dittoes here with 
considerable understanding of sus- 
pense values. Setting of English 





production places a heavy burden on 
lighting, credited to Will Washcoe. 





Benjamin Britton, rates vital atten- 
tion. Bone. 





College Show 


The -Waterbury Tales 


(YALE DRAMATIC ASSN.) 





New Haven, March 5. 

For a college musical, the Yale 
/Dramai’s 1941 entry must be placed 
|among the more elaborate contribu- 
tions to its field. Staged with big- 
itime flash and productionally an eye- 
|ful, ‘Waterbury Tales’ is certainly 
‘the most ambitious try these under- 
| grad thesps haye ever offered. And 
they put it over. Show is heavy on 
comedy, but this factor doesn’t neces- 
sarily sidetrack the terp and song 
| angles as both of the latter give good 
accounts of themselves, 

Discounting a lag between scenes 
in delayed shiftovers, show carries 
;on at a merry pace once the curtain 
lis up. Skits are bright and, for the 
most part, cleverly conceived and 
developed. Routining, likewise, rates 
a bow, numbers being skillfully 
placed for maximum results. Sceni- 
cally, ‘Tales’ is on a par with many a 
|pro revue, and settings of Peter 


| (Continued on page 55) 


presented by | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


‘George Washington Slept Here,’ in its final (21st) week at the Lyceum, 
_N. Y., will not be sent on tour by Sam H. Harris. Principal reason is that 
| the Kaufman and Hart comedy costs too much to operate, not so much in 
cast salaries, but backstage. Show is technically a one-setter, but changes 
| to the interior between the first and second act requires an unusual number 
|of stagehands. There were 23 in the crew, as against 19 actors. 

Stated that the play earned back its production cost and some profit, 
being rated among the season’s moderate successes. It opened in Boston, 
and its Broadway debut was put back twice, once when Ernest Truex dis- 
located a knee and then when Berton Churchill died a few days prior to 
the announced second opening date. 











Elliott Nugent confided to friends before leaving ‘The Male Animal’ in 
Pittsburgh to return to Hollywood and a directorial chore at Par that the 
comedy he wrote with James Thurber had been mighty good to him 
financially. During 1940 show netted him more than $80,000 on his three- 
way participation as star, collaborator and part-producer, Nugent expects 
to return to Broadway next season in a new play he’s also writing with 
Thurber. He’ll play the lead again, the character being patterned after 
Thurber. Actor-author has been working on it alone for couple of months, 
waiting for Thurber's sight to improve and also for him to finish a pre- 
viously contracted screen writing commitment with Joel Sayre. 








Phil Stevenson, p.a. for the touring company of ‘Life with Father,’ went 
| apartment hunting in Philadelphia for himself and his new bride when he 
went there a couple of weeks ago in advance of the show. But he was 
unable to find a suitable place, with almost everything habitable being 
gobbled up by newcomers flocking there by the thousands for jobs in de- 
fense industries. So Stevenson and his bride, the former Janet Marshall, 
went to work and fixed up a two-room apartment in the 132-year-old Wal- 
nut Street theatre, where ‘L.W.F.’ is playing. No one has lived in the spot 
for almost a century. 

The cast of ‘Father’ gave a birthday party last night (Tuesday) to Dor- 
othy Gish at the theatre. Miss Gish plays ‘Vinnie’ in the show. The fes- 
tivities were broadcast on WFIL. 





Sam Zolotow, alias Tecumseh, of the N. Y. Times drama department, 
has declared himself off of Miami. Having seven days’ leave he planed 
to the resort and made the mistake of eating himself into the hospital. 
It was believed he had appendicitis, but a consulting doctor ruled that it 
was a wrong diagnosis for an intestinal irritation, which was quickly 
cleared up. 

After being horizontal four days he flew back, but the plane was 
grounded in Washington. Some vacash, 





‘The Night Before Christmas,’ a comedy by Laura and S. J. Perelman 
which Courtney Burr is producing, was the title of a Hal Reid melodrama 
that was on the boards in the late 1880’s. Author-actor Reid was in jail 
when he wrote the play, an alleged rapist. He was also incarcerated 
when he wrote ‘Human Hearts,’ which toured the country for 11 years. 

Late Wallace Reid, silent picture star, was his son. 





farm livingroom is attractive and | 


Offstage organ music, composed by | 


is the dark night, but Thursday has 


to do so. 
the day off for servants. 





| postponed until later date, in order 


Current Road Shows 
(March 12-22) 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Museum of Art Peristyle, Toledo 
| (12); Eastman, Rochester, N. Y. (13); 
| Senior H. S., Jamestown, N. Y. (14); 
Syria Mosque, Pittsburgh (15); H. S., 
Norwalk, Conn, (17); Acad. Music, 
Brooklyn (18); Masonic Temple, 
| Scranton, Pa. (19); War Memorial, 
Trenton, N. J. (20). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
—Nixon, Pittsburgh (12-15); Shu- 
bert, Boston (17-22). = 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Colonial, Boston (12-22), 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
Lahr)—Cass, Detroit (12-22), 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Convention hall, 
| Tulsa, Okla. (12); Forum, Wichita, 
| Kans, (13); Shrine, Oklahoma City 








(Bert 


| (14-15); Aud., Amarillo, Tex. (16); 
| Aud., Wichita Falls, Tex. (17 ); Worth, 
| Ft. Worth, Tex. (18-19); 
| Dallas (20-22). 


cago (12-22). 

‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago (12-22), 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Phila. (12-22). 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Lyric, Richmond, Va. (12); Ford’s, 
Baltimore (13-15); National, Wash- 
ington (17-22). 

‘Male Animal’ — American, St. 
Louis (12-15); Davidson, Milwaukee 
(17-19); Parkway, Madison, Wis. (20); 
Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (21); Aud., 
St. Paul (22), 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ 
(Clifton Webb)—Hanna, Cleveland 
(12-15); Nixon, Pittsburgh (17-22). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woollcott)—Forrest, Phila. 
(12-22). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ — Harris, Chi- 
cago (12-22). 

Original Ballet Russe — Palacio 
Belles Artes, Mexico City (12-14); 
Aud. Havana (20-22). 

‘Pins and Needles’—Studebaker, 





Chicago (12-22). 


‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— 


Melba, | 


| ‘It Happens on Ice’—Stadium, Chi- | 


Under the state law when legit performances are played Sunday the 
show must lay off 24 hours sometime during the week. 


Usually Monday 
been particularly light for some time 


and ‘Crazy With the Heat’ has dropped that performance, being the first 
Drop in Thursday attendance is ascribed to its generally being 





John Mason Brown's scheduled lecture in Troy, N. Y., Tuesday (11) was 


that the N. Y. Post's dramatic critic 


might review the opening of ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ starring Katharine 
| Cornell :nd Raymond Massey, at the Shubert, N. Y., the same evening. 


Curran, S.F. (12); Mayfair, Portland, 
Ore. (14-15); Metropolitan, Seattle 
(17-20); Capitol, Yakima, Wash. (21); 
Capitol, Walla Walla, Wash. (22). 

Ruth and Paul Draper—Shubert, 
| New Haven (12); Bushnell aud, 
| Hartford, Conn, (13); Masonic aud, 
| Rochester, N. Y. (15); Erlanger, Buf- 
| falo (17-19); Erie, Schenectady, N. Y. 
(20); Aud., Springfield, Mass. (21). 
| San Carlo Opero—War memorial, 
S. F. (12-22). 

‘See My Lawyer’—Selwyn, Chicago 
| (16-22). 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ 

| Alexandra, Toronto 
| langer, Chicago (17-22). 

‘Student Prince—Grand, Chicago 

(12-22). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
|Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Broadway, 
| Denver (12-13); Tech H. S., Omaha 
| (14); Shrine aud, Des Moines, Ia. 
| (15); Mun. aud, Kansas City, Mo. 
| (17); American, St. L. (18-22). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Curran, S. F, (13-22). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
‘Capitol, Lancaster, Pa. (12); Shu- 
| bert, New Haven (13-15); Capitol 
| New Britain, Conn. (17-19); Plays 
house, Wilmington, Del. (20-22). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 
| Maurice Evans)—National, Washing- 
} ton (12-15); Ford's, Baltimore (17- 
22). 

Yiddish Public Theatre (Maurice 
Schwartz)—Plymouth, Boston (12+ 
15); Shubert, New Haven (16). 

‘Your Loving Son’— Plymouth, 
Boston (17-22), 





(vante)—Royal 
(12-15); Er- 








Name Concert Dates 


(Week 12-19) 





Josef Hofmann—New Trier H. S, 
Winnetka, Ill. (17). 

Viadimir Horowitz—Town Hall, N. 
¥; €29). 

Grace Moore—Stage Tech. College, 
Terre Haute, Ind (18). 

Vronsky and Babin—H. S., Klam- 





ath Falls, Ore. (19). 
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Fileen’ $15,000, Catching On Nicely 
In Chi; ‘Pins’ 57,000, Scramming 





» 4 


Chicago, March 11. 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ finished its 
stay in town mugen 4 (8) and house 
is dark for one week, relighting on 
Monday (17) with Dante in ‘Sim 
Sala Bim.’ Others on the way out 
are the revival of ‘Student Prince,’ 
which closes Saturday (15) after 
three weeks to be followed on April 
6 by ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ and 
‘Pins and Needles,’ which will wind 
up a bangup stay in the Studebaker 
on April 5. ; 

‘My Sister Eileen’ apparently has 
caught on from the excellent word- 
of-mouth and now appears set for 
quite a stay in the Harris. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Erlanger 
(1th and final week) (1,300; $3.30). 
Closed Chi run Saturday (8) after 
long stay at fat money. Finished to 
$20,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ - Blackstone 
(54th week) (1,200; $2.75). Will stick 
until June, at which time will have 
cracked all run records for Chicago. 
Came through again last week to 
strong coin at $13,500. Incidentally 
last week played to its 500,000th cus- 
tomer, who got free ducats and 
plenty of gifts and publicity. 

‘My Sister Elleen, Harris (3d 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Talk on this 
show is great and lines are forming 
at boxoffice. Lifted last week to 
nearly $15,000, plenty strong. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(12th week) (1,200; $1). Falling 
quickly and now advertising an exit 
for April 5, but may leave sooner. 

lipped to $7,000. 

. ‘Student Prince,’ Grand (2d week) 
(1,200; $2.75). Operetta revival not 
too strong and will scram after one 
more week, taking $9,000 last week. 


Dante Smash $11,700 
In Toronto and Holds 


Toronto, March 11. 
With first 10 rows in orchestra at 
$2.00 and rest of 1,461-seater scaled 
at $1.50 top, Royal Alexandra 
chalked up a terrific gross for 
Dante. Approximating $11.700. Lat- 
ter half of week was a sellout and 








magician held over for a second | 


week. 

Toronto week is reported to be 
the largest in the Dante tour since 
it got underway in November, credit 
going to exploitation and publicity 
campaign here. 


‘ b ] 1 e e 

Blossom’ 936 in Cincy 
Cincinnati, March i1. 

‘Blossom Time,’ with Everett Mar- 
shall, playing its eighth Cincy visit, 
grossed approximately $9,500 last 
week in the 1,400-seat Cox at $2.75 
top. Okay. Trade perked after first 
half. Matinee Saturday (8) had 
standees and aisle-chair sitters. ; 
No road show will play here until 
March 27, when Helen Hayes and 


Maurice Evans appear in ‘Twelfth 
Night’ 








at the 2,500-seat Taft audi- 
torium for three night performances 
and a matinee at $3.30 top. 


JACK 
URANT 


“Jack Durant pg g striking 
performance as the blackmaller. 
Arthur Pollack, Brooklyn Eagle. 











Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT’S 
“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 














GERTRUDE 
LAWRENCE 


“LADY IN THE DARK”’ 
ALVIN THEATRE, NEW YORK 


ROSLAIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 

















‘Fantasia’ Perks Up S. F. 
Legit District; ‘Pyg’ 1236 


San Francisco, March 11. 

Biz on Geary street has picked up 
considerably with the reopening of 
the Geary for an extended run of 
‘Fantasia. Nearly every line of biz 
in the legit section has felt the up- 
surge. 

‘Pygmalion’ showed enough life in 
its second week at the Curran to 
warrant being held over four days 
until ‘Time of Your Life’ opens 
Thursday (13). Ruth Chatterton is 
being very well received here in the 
Shaw comedy, which took in esti- 
mated $12,500 on its second week. 
‘Maid in the Ozarks’ closed last night 
after seven weeks at the Alcazar. 
The final stanza hit approximately 
$5,000, surprisinglv good. 


‘DINNER’S’ 2D IN WASH. 
NEAR SRO AT $22,000 


Washington, March 11. 

‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
with Alexander Woollcott, wound up 
| Capital's first two-week engagement 
| in three years with approximately 
$22,000 for the second stanza, slight- 
ly above opener and representing 
pretty close to potential maximum. 

Current is Helen Hayes and 
Maurice Evans in first road engage- 
ment of ‘Twelfth Night,’ fifth local 
Guild-A.T.S. subscription show. With 
house virtually a sellout for the en- 
tire week, Bess Davis Schreiner, 
local A.T.S. secretary, is getting 
critics to plug next week’s Balto en- 
gagement and is making arrange- 


























PLAYRIGHT seek partner, ac- 

tive or silent, with 
$5400 to help stage Broadway pro- 
duction of excellent comedy witn 
great movie and radio possibilities 
{(nvestment safeguarded. Full investi 





gation invited. Play has had _ tre- 
mendously successful tryout in Sum- 
mer stock. 


Write Box 11, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 








ments to get tickets for local theatre- 
goers. 


‘Blizz Slows Up ‘Waltz’ 
In Balto to $5,200 


Baltimore, March 11. 

Continued steady legit bookings 
| here has ‘The Little Foxes’ opening 
lat Ford’s, for three days Thursday 
| (13). Play originally opened here 
| prior to its Broadway entry, but in- 
terest reported 
date. 

Last week, preem of ‘Five Alarm 
Waltz’ at the indie Maryland gar- 
nered a favorable reaction from the 
local crix, but ran up against the 
year’s worst blizzard on the all-im- 
portant weekend. Bad weather 
break held takings down to esti- 
mated $5,200 in the 1,500-seat house 
scaled at $2.22 top. 











Drapers, $10,000, Hub 


Boston, March 11. 
Ruth and Paul Draper had the 
|town to themselves last week and 
|drew a neat figure at the Plymouth, 
|}estimated at $10,000. ‘Cabin in the 





Sky’ with Ethel Waters opened Mon- | 


day (10) at the Colonial for two 
weeks. 
‘Your Loving Son,’ with Frankie 


comes in March 17 for a single week. 
This play, by Abby Merchant, was 
tried out last summer in Marble- 
| head with Ezra Stone starred. 


S. A. Goodwill | 


—~continued from page ! 




















| tomorrow (Thursday) to set up an 
| office in Hollywood. It will be in 
|charge of Ken Thomson, who will 
| resign his present post of exec sec- 
| retary of the Screen Actors Guild to 
| handle it, it is understood. Thomson 
| will be a regular U. S. employe, not 
a $l-a-year-man. This will permit 
Whitney to concentrate his time in 
New York on other problems. 

Lists are now being made up by 
} each studio of the people they will 
| send south. First task is to decide 
which stars are most popular in the 
lower continent and then at what 
| period during the year production 
| schedules will make them available. 
| Ann Sheridan will be among the first 
_to go Latin. 
| 





Macgowan to N. Y. 
Hollywood, March 11. 
| Kenneth Macgowan, associate pro- 
ducer at 20th-Fox, leaves for New 
York April 3 on a two-year leave of 
absence to join the Committee for 
/Commercial and Cultural Relations 
| between the American Republics. 
As a member of Jock Whitney’s 
| motion picture division, Macgowa: 
| will supervise production of 16 mm 
| films in New York and South Ameri 
'ea, designed to promote friendshi; 
between the U.S. and Latin Ameri 
can countries. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Hope for a Harvest’—Theatre 
Guild. 


*Watch on the Rhine’—Herman 
Shumlin. 


‘Night Before 
Courtney Burr. 


‘My Fair Ladies’—Al Lewis, 
Max Siegal. 


‘Native Son’—Welles, 
man. 


‘Gabrielle’-—Rowland Leigh. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (road) 
—Lindsay, Crouse. 


FATHER, $19,000, 
BEST IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 11. 

Oscar Serlin’s independently 
booked ‘Life with Father’ turned in 
over $19,000 gross in its first week at 
the Walnut Street theatre, despite 
the blizzard. According to manage- 
ment, it was biggest single week’s 
gross turned in by any of the three 
‘Father’ companies, the capacity of 
the Walnut being far bigger than 
the Repertory in Boston, larger than 
the Empire, N. Y., and also over 
Chicago’s Blackstone. 

Lindsay-Crouse comedy will get 
sterner competition this week with 
opening last night (Monday) of “The 
Man Who Came to Dinner.’ Kauf- 
man-Hart hit is also labeled for big 
trade. 

Estimates for Last Week 





Christmas’— 


House- 











‘Life with Father,’ Walnut (lst 
week) (1,400; $2.85). Sensational. 
After first couple shows, capacity 


ruled despite blizzard; $19,200. Looks 
set for long stay. 

Maurice Schwartz (Forrest (2d 
week) (1,860; $2.85). Final week 
upped biz for the Yiddish Art group, 
despite bad weather. $7,000 with 
seven performances of ‘Yoshe Kalb’ 





strong for return | 


Thomas, Jay Fassett and Lily Cahill, | 


and only one (Monday) of ‘Sender 
Blank.’ first week’s offering. ‘Man 


Bliz, Tax Deadline 


Nick B’way; 


Lady,’ $32,000, ‘Arsenic,’ 176, Big, 
But Talley, 7,6, Dinner, 9146, Off 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R| 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton (9th 
week) (CD-938; $3.30). Business| 
slipped last week as the federal in- | 
come tax deadline neared; heavy} 
snow again Friday night hurt, too; | 
however, this laugh show again reg- | 
istered close to $17,000 with standees. | 

‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad. | 
hurst (R-1,150; $3.30). Final and 
24th week; goes to the road: low- 
ered ticket scale did not help, and 
takings dropped to around $11,000) 
level. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (4th week) cp-| 
712; $3.30). Picture rights money} 
has put this show away out in front, | 
but it should register as stage suc- 
cess, too; takings topped $13,000 again | 
last week, despite conditions; very | 
good money for this house. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. (6th | 
week) (R-1,325: $3.30). Somewhat! 
better, strong Sunday night count- | 
ing; plans for showing until May or| 
longer; $12,000. 

‘Flight to the West.’ Royale (10th) 
week) (D-1,047; $1.10). Takings for 
first six performances at reduced! 
scale and in new theatre around $4.- 
000; needs better than $6,000 weekly 
to break even. 

‘Five Alarm Waltz,’ Playhouse ‘C- 
865: $3.30). Presented by Everett 
Wile as maiden Broadway effort: 
written by Lucille S. Prembs; opens 
Thursday (13). 

‘George Washington Slept Here, | 
Lyceum (C-1,004; $3.30). Final and | 
21st week; did fairly well until] re- | 
cently, when pace slowed to around | 








$6,000. 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
(129th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Play- 
ing matinee and night on Sunday, 
with Wednesday performances 
dropped: will probably adhere to 
that schedule into spring: rated 





Who Came to Dinner’ opened last 
|night (Monday), with two weeks | 
|asked and three possible. 











-—— Eltinge 
Sa aeetbetel from page 49 =e 
which amounted to $100,000, but a| 
ltrip to the Orient was a flop and 
went into the red about $46,000. 

Star’s picture appearances were not 
lso forte either. He might have 
cleaned up in a film called ‘The Ad- 
venturess,’ but it was a war picture | 
and the armistice forced it onto the 
shelf. Claimed it was the first pic- 
lture showing of the late Rudolf Val- 
entino. Film was released about six 
years later, but got nothing. 

Most of Eltinge’s money went into 
his ranch about 100 miles east of San 
| Diego, Cal. He proposed establish- 

ing it as a retreat for men who | 
needed a rest. Place was never fin- 
ished according to the original plans. 

First legiter in which Eltinge ap- 
peared was ‘Mr. Wix of Wickham,’ 
| which flopped. He went into vaude- 
ville, tours including Europe. After | 
| five years in the two-a-day, he ap- 
peared in the Cohan & Harris min- | 


























strels. He then scored in ‘The 
Fascinating Widow,’ presented at the 
Liberty, N. Y., in 1911. After the| 


latter ended he repeated the click 
in ‘The Crinoline Girl,’ which was} 
presented at the Knickerbocker 
(razed). Another success was ‘Cou- | 
sin Lucy,’ which also occupied him | 
for two years after opening at the 
George M. Cohan theatre (razed). 
Other shows be starred in were ‘Her 
Grace The Vampire,’ ‘The Countess | 


|Charming’ and ‘His Night at the 
|Club. There followed more vaude- 
ville appearances and then he went 
west and entered silent pictures. 


Eltinge started out as a bank clerk 
in Boston. Understood that Lillian 
Russell encouraged the youth to 
turn professional after seeing him 
in an amateur performance there. 
Sole survivor is his aged mother, 
Julia E. Dalton, who resides on the 
California ranch. For a time he 
used part of the house as a cafe. | 

Lambs arranged for the funeral | 
services held Sunday (9) at the 
Little Church Around the Corner, | 


| 


at which there was no eulogy, fol- ! 
lowed by cremation. 








The Boris Karloffs have bought a} 
ranch in Oregon. Mrs. Karloff due 
back from the Coast soon with their 


son. Actor is currently -eatured in 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ t the Ful-. 
ton, N. Y. Contrary t: veport, he 
may not have to leave the show 
temporarily this summer to make 
picture. Matter is still unsettled 


| week) (R-1,016; $3.30). Sunday nights | Coy’s revival of ‘Night Must Fall,’ 


| affected; in fact, more standee: 


| week) 


| leaders escaped 


] 
lightly first time to bit 


around $24,000. 
‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (25th| 
steadily climbing, starting this week | 
off with takings over $1,000: quoted | 
over $8,000, which is okay here. 
‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (7th! 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). In no way| 
t | than | 
previously in evidence, and _ the 
£ross again sailed past the $32.000| 
level. 
‘Life With Father,’ Empire (69th | 
week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Dipped un-| 
der $17,000 for first time since last 
summer; figured to be affected for | 
limited period, but counted on for| 
more heavy sugar and another sum- | 
mer holdover. 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (31st | 
_(C-1,450; $4.40). Known to 
have piled up great profit, added to 
by picture rights, but engagement 
still indefinite; takings still in impor- 
tant money at $23,500. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (73d week) (C-1,013: $3.30). Got 


}Smacked somewhat last week. when 


gross approximated $9,500. lowest 
since summer, but still profitable. 

‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (11th | 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Sundays are | 
helping Coast revue to stick: busi- | 
ness mild, with the gross estimated | 
under $9,000 last week. 


| week) 


|it folded here Saturday night 


(CD-940; $3.30). Drew Sun- 
day press praise, but second week 
under expectations; around $7,500. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Golden (D-789; 
$3.30). Presented by Ben Boyar; 
written by Max Catto; English melo- 
drama that was stopped by war 
there: opens tonight (Wed.). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (377th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Affected sev- 
eral hundred dollars last week, but 
still better than before picture ver- 
sion was released; quoted well over 
$6,500. 


REVIVALS 
‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(C-1,405; $3.30). Presented and 


starred in by Katharine Cornell: G. 
Bernard Shaw comedy brings star 
back to Broadway; opened yesterday 
(Tuesday) after excellent business on 
tour. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (2lst week) 
(C-1,064: $3.30). May leave for road 
soon, but has been operating profit- 
ably right along; rated around $8,000 
last week. 


KIT CORNELL GREAT 
$23,000 IN CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, March 11. 

Passing her ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
figure of last year by several degrees, 
Katharine Cornell, with Raymond 
Massey in ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ gave 
the Hanna a near-high drama gross 
for this season last week. Take was 
approximately $23,000. 


‘Nicht Fall’ Folds in Pitt 
After Poor $3,300 Take 


Pittsburgh, March 11. 
A depressing $3,300 at the Nixon 
last week was enough for Frank Mc- 














starring Douglass Montgomery, Flor- 
ence Reed and Violet Heming, and 
(8) 
after just a month on the road. Gen- 
eral opinion here was that Emlyn 
Williams drama had played so many 
little theatres, including a fine pro- 
duction at the Playhouse two seasons 
ago, that it didn’t stand a chance as 
a $2.20 attraction. 

Nixon currently has the first of 
three return engagements in a row. 
It has ‘Blossom Time,’ to be fol- 
lowed by Clifton Webb company 
of ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ which 
played Xmas and New Year’s weeks 
here, and Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Lit- 
tle Foxes,’ which Pittsburgh saw two 
ly ago during short pre-Broadway 
our. 


‘Alone’ $3,700 in N. H. 


New Haven, March 11. 

American preem of ‘They Walk 
Alone’ (Elsa Lanchester) at Shubert 
last weekend (6-8) ran into the Fri- 
day blizzard that brought on a flock 
of seat cancellations. Show drew 
favorable press and landed an ap- 
proximate $3,700 on four perform- 
ances at $2.75 top; fair under ad- 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (11th | verse weather conditions. 


week) (CD-991; $3.30). Not all the| 


House currently splits week with 


the offish going last | Ruth and Paul Draper first half (10- 


week, but the better shows were not | 12) and “Tobacco Road’ (13-15). 


markedly off; bit over $15,000 here. | 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (8th | 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). After climb- | 
ing attendance somewhat off, with | 
last week's takings around $9,000: | 
some operating profit at the figure. | 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (10th 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Getting lot of 
mail orders, which indicates better 
business through April; around $8,000 
last week, which was low for en- 
gagement so far. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 
(4th week) (C-893: $3.30). Claimed 
to be well ahead until latter half, 
when snow affected patronage; well 
regarded laugh show that has not 
developed a draw as yet; around 
$4,500. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (11th week) | 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Commands strong | 
agency demand and most perform- 
ances were virtual sellouts; last | 
week somewhat off, estimated around | 
$21,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (19th 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Popularity | 
undiminished and actual gross usual- | 

depends on standees; eased off | 
under | 
2,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (50th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Has canopy | 
beflagged in celebration of year’s | 
stay, as 52-week mark soon will be | 
passed; moderate, but making money; 
well over $7,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (15th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Expected to 
tay one year with about one- 
quarter of that distance achieved; 
affected about $1,000 last week; $18,- 
500 quoted. 

‘The Talley 


Method,’ Miller (2d 
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CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 
“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 
a 
Mot.: WM. KENT 
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Strike Halts Paul Block Daily ‘radio: and it’s expected that Cun- 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Paul ningham will have a freer reign in 
Block daily, suspended publication | that direction with his new connec- 
Sunday night (9) until! further notice tion. In his new job he will con- 
after employ es of several mechanical | tinue to write columns and report 
departments refused to pass picket ! major sporting events in addition to 


line posted by outdoor circulation frequent columns on current events | 
There is a poOssl- | 


employes, who have been on strike | and local topics. | 
since Thursday (6). Paper’s manage-| pility that he will be syndicated by 
ment stated it had offered to settle the Herald. 
dispute with AFL Pittsburgh News- | 
paper Alliance by arbitration, as} Prentice Named Time Pub 
provided in its contract with the | Perry I. Prentice, v.p, and cir- 
union, without result. The contract| .otion manager of all the Time, 
has until May 19 to run. 'Inc., publications, has been named 
Union is said to have called walk- | publisher of Time mag by prez Roy 
out after registering a protest via) E. Larsen. Charles L .Stillman, v.p. 





telephone that a promotion man was | of Time, Inc, has been serving as | 


| After a_ stint 


(N. Y.) Times in 1887, where he | 
| eventually held practically every ed- 
in the next 23 years. | 
with the Cincinnati | 


itorial post 


Times-Star, Waters went to the Phil- 
adelphia Public Ledger in 1913, 
where he remained until his retire- 
ment in 1934. He leaves his widow, 
Caroline; a son, Arthur, former 
drama tritic of the Ledger, and a 
sister. 


CHATTER 


Steve Fisher sold his yarn, ‘Return 
to Coronado,’ to Cosmopolitan. 
| Ferguson's, Inc., has been char- 
| tered to conduct a business in mag- 
lazines, newspapers, etc., in 
York. 

Il Mondo Publishing Co., Inc., has 


been chartered to publish newspa- | 
pers in the English language, with | 


| principal office in New York. 
Charles A. Donnelly, of the N. Y. 


New | 








' 
| - 
| shipped to States to pass? Here-we/ exploited, was sentenced to three 


are all in absolute ignorance on all 
| such points). Question also of ob- 
taining raw stock. All French stock | 
| blocked in occupied zone and only | 
one small factory in free zone which | 
probably lacks raw material. Still, 
as I say, with possibility obtaining 
dollars, French authorities may 
make exceptions. Everything seems 
| to be disappearing, with French in-| 
dustry (such as is left) struggling | 
to keep going with such supplies as | 
have not already been plundered or | 
levied as reparations, and no raw | 
material being imported. The food | 
situation is getting worse and worse, | 
|and we are all beginning to take our 


| 
| 


Lowdown on French Pix 


Continued from page 3 











years’ detention in a fortress in 
Germany. My aunt informs me that 
the German military authorities 
have in no way interfered with the 
office. What we do have to fear is 
from another direction, but I will 
write you about this in another let- 
ter at greater length direct from 
France. The Germans have, how- 
ever, laid hands on all my private 
correspondence, books, papers, pho- 
tos, apparatus, etc., at my private 
address. I suppose I shall never find 
same again, 
Legal Situation 

I am endeavoring to ascertain the 

legal situation in Paris of the of- 


@ 
. 
5 
@ 
= 
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doing work on P-G’s special ‘Aid 
Britain’ edition last Thursday. Al- 
liance contended union man, instead 
of promotion department representa- 
tive, should have done the work. 
Picket line was thrown up around 
newspaper office Friday night with- 
out warning and after several hours 
pickets were withdrawn pending the 
outcome of a conference. Withdrawal 
permitted P-G to print final edition, 
first four having been missed. 

At that time, only mailers refused 
to pass picket line, all other unions 
reporting for work as usual. When 
Saturday conference failed to pro- 
duce a settlement, Alliance again 
posted pickets and resulting refusal 
of some production department em- 
ployes to report for work forced 
stoppage of publication. About 40 
workers are on strike and around 
400 are affected by shutdown. 

Late Sunday night, P-G building 
was shut down and all payrolls were 
suspended. 

In statement issued by Oliver J. 
Keller, editor of Post-Gazette, it was 
claimed that when members of sev- 
eral of the mechanical unions refused 
to go through picket line, in one case 
local officers gave positive orders 
that they should do so and in an- 
other, the international union had 
sent word that the contract obliged 
the men to report for duty. 

Keller also added: ‘When com- 
plaint was filed over fhe telephone 
by an Alliance representative, it was 
suggested by a spokesman for the 
P-G that the matter should be 
settled in orderly fashion as provided 
for in the contract which set up 
arbitration procedure to handle all 
disputes. Without further notice or 
warning, the Alliance called men 


from their duties and other members 
failed to report for work at starting | 
time Thursday night. The picket line 


came the following night.’ 


statement could be obtained | 
Os 
from either Joseph Flynn, president 


of the union, or Donald A. Agnew 


secretary. First time in Post-Gazette’s 
ever | 
been suspended, Once before, during 
a newsboys’ strike which lasted two 
days, papers were printed but not 
delivered although at time in no case 
automatically 


history that publication has 


was the payroll 


stopped. 





Dismiss 250G Libel Suit 
The 


man Martin L. Sweeney, Ohio 


Journal, was dismissed in 


by Judge Alva M. Lumpkin. 


Action was based upon an alleged | 
libelous article written by Drew} 
Pearson and Robert S. Allen in their | 
‘Washington-Merry-Go- | 


syndicated 


Round’ column and published in the 
Greenwood daily. A similar $250,000 | 
suit is pending against the Spartan- | 


burg (S.C.) Journal, afternoon 
newspaper of the Herald-Journal 
Co. 


The jurist dismissed the suit on 
of the defendant that the 
a differ- 
The 
against the 
Index-Journal Co., it 
‘wrongfully’ 
served on the Index-Journal Com- | 


petition 
original complaint named 
ent company as_ defendant 
complaint was filed 
Greenwood 
was stated, and was 


pany of Greenwood. 





Bill Cunningham’s Hub Switch 
Elijah W. ‘Bill’ Cunningham, sports 


250,000 libel suit of Congress- 


| Time’s publisher since the resigna- 
| tion of Ralph Ingersoll when he or- 
ganized PM. 

Prentice joined Time, Inc., as busi- 
ness manager of Fortune in 1930. He 
had previously served on the Paris 
Herald, N. Y. Tribune and the Phila- 
delphia Record. His place as circu- 
lation manager is being taken by 
'Francis De Witt Patt, who resigned 
18 months ago as circulation man- 
ager of Newsweek to become Pren- 
tice’s assistant. 








N. ¥. Journal-Amer. Gets AP 

Long anxious to obtain an As- 
sociated Press franchise, Hearst's 
New York Journal - American 
snapped up that of the Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle as soon as it learned it 
was available. Journal-American is 
understood to have paid around 
$100,000 for rights to the news serv- 
ice. 

Eagle, which sometime ago went 
through a financial reorganization, is 
understood to have sold the fran- 
chise, calling for a heavy yearly as- 
sessment, to reduce expenses. It re- 
tains United Press and International 
| News Service. 





Coghlan Back in Seattle 

Willard Coghlan, former ace re- 
porter on the Seattle Star, who 
went into the booking offices of 
Hamrick-Evergreen and recently was 
manager of Hollywood (Evergreen ) 
ltheatre, Portland, is back in Seattle 
las new drama ed of the Star. 
He succeeds Leighton Comfort. 


| 





LITERATI OBITS 





Spanish-language 
|mag_ publisher, 
Texas. 


newspaper 
died at 


| 4 at his home in Guttenberg, N. J. 


| Maplewood, N. J. 


Miami. 


moved from Orlando to Miami. 





jin 1923 in the same capacity. 


; the ensuing 


Flagstad at the time of his death. 


| 


attack. 
North 


Wales 


lisher of the 
Press. 
the National Editorial Association. 


Quakertown 


Sherwood Anderson, 64, novelist, 


Eugene B. Banks, 67, for years a 
staff reporter with the Jersey Ob- 
| server of Hoboken, N. J., died March 


Louis H. Patterson, 68, long with which 
the Newark (N.J.) Evening News as | downtown 
| city editor, manager of its Washing- 


Baxter McFarland Eastburn, 55, | 
former promotion manager for the | promoters, 
Atlanta Journal, died last week in| follow the easy money, and they all 
He had been in ill health} seem to get by without any interfer- | 
.| for several years and only recently 
against the Greenwood (S.C.) Index- 
Green- 
ville, S. C., federal court March 7 


nergers with the Tele- | 
gram and World. He also had been 
a radio music commentator and was 
| preparing a biography of Kirsten | 


Charles M. Meredith, 67, Quaker- | 
town (Pa.) publisher, died March 4 
at his home in that city of a heart | like 1941 
He formerly published the 
(Pa.) Record and for 
{23 years before his death was pub- 
Free 
He was former president of 


World-Telegram, is the new presi- 
dent of the N. Y. Financial Writers’ 
Assn., succeeding C. Norman Stabler, 
of the Herald-Tribune. 

Maurice Helbrandt, formerly an 


cotics, has completed a book on his 
personal experiences, ‘Narcotic 
Agent’ (V iard Press). 


























No. 1 Boom Town 


Continued from page |e 


| decentralized and people should not 
;come here looking for jobs either on 
| the Defense Commission or the hun- 
| dreds of other various bureaus. Al- 
| most all stories regarding Defense 
‘carry a Washington dateline in the 
various newspapers throughout the 
country and they think that this is 
the place to come to get on the pay- 
roll. Ninety-seven percent of all 
jobs are blanketed under Civil Serv- 
ice and there are absolutely no jobs 
| here for one who has no Civil Serv- 
| ice status, unless in the technical or 
| legal fields of endeavor. It is getting 
to be quite a problem to take care of 
these migrators who come here with- 
out funds in most cases, expecting 








| ° —— 
|} you have been certified by the Civil 
Service Commission for appointment | 
in some classification. 


The other side of the picture is 
the thousands of lawyers, contract- 
seekers, sightseers, politicians, Army | 
and Navy officials who 
swarm here daily but 


literally | 
who have | 





Lorenzo Yanez, Jr., 56, pioneer plenty of folding money to spend 


and | When the lights are turned on. The 
McAllen, 


town is over-run with so-called 
night clubs. They range from traps 
to catch a few bucks from an en- 
listed man to the swank joints where 
the take is real heavy. There are 
122 night clubs or cocktail 


section, not mentioning 


in all from four in the afternoon un- 
til two in the morning. 


The town is full of gimmick guys, 
gals and the 


ence by the authorities. One cannot 
walk down 14th street in the north- 


Pitts Sanborn, 61, long the music| west section without being grabbed 
critic of the N. Y. World-Telegram, by a sidewalk siren, and the hotel 
was found dead in his Greenwich | lobbies are full of them. 
Village apartment March 7. Born in 
Port Huron, Mich., he joined the old | happy. 
N. Y. Globe in 1905 as music critic | again. 
| and went to the N. Y. Evening Mail | 
San- 
born was retained as critic during | too. The same boom conditions exist 


It seems to 


The good old days are here 


to have money and they’re spending, 


| . 1 
with them and the same honkytonks, 


beer joints and niteries catering to 
this trade are all doing big business. 

It’s just one of those things created 
|by the war and the present emer- 
| gency that exists. How long it will 
last is anybody’s guess but it looks 
will be Washington's ban- 
ner year. 
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Zanuck’s ‘Miami’ 
anucKk § lami 
umn oOntinued from page 1 





| colorful advertising. Inasmuch as 


columnist on the Boston Post for past | @ditor and newspaper contributor, | you have already started shooting 


18 years, will shift to the Boston 


Herald March 17. News of the trans- | 


fer startled the Hub newspaper field 
since Cunningham has always been 
regarded inseparable from the Post. 
Shakeup in some of the executive 
structure of the Post is thought to 
have precipitated the action, since 
Cunningham has turned down some 
juicy offers in the past. Understood 


| died of an intestinal ailment March 


| Grace liner Santa Lucia, he was hos- 


| pitalized at Cristobal several days | 


before his death. Most of his works 
| had a distinct Americana flavor. Per- 
{haps his best known novel was 
| ‘Winesburg, Ohio.’ 


Isaac N. Heminger, 73, publisher 


at the Colon hospital, Cristobal, 


rectify the mistake. However, I do 
any of our stars there. 

‘I know you would not want to'| 
| risk the loss of a great sum of money | 
by having your sets ruined and /| 
| equipment damaged and we certain- | 
etl not. want to see any of our! 
| 





; 


picture people injured, all of which | 


to have signed with the Herald for | of the Findlay (O.) Republican-Cour- | is very likely to happen in one of | 


$650 per week, and that he was cut 
from that figure to $400 weekly by 
the Post about four years ago. 
Among the extra income made un- 
available by his Post contract is 


_ier, died March 8 in that city. 

| Charles V. Waters, 73, retired 
| newspaper editor, died of a heart at- 
tack March 7 at his home in Phila- 
delphia. He started on the old Troy 


' Florida’s famous hurricanes.’ 
| Kingsley added that Miami's 
‘agent, Steve Hannagan, 
much of his 
Holly wood. 


r Ieor ~ i ) | 
In the Negro section, they all seem | letters of one page through the |I trust, within a month or six weeks 


| Chambers of Commerce. 


| behind British soldiers in a fortress. nce — 
| This is part of the regime imposed | cedure for nominating a ‘gerant’ for 


to get on the payroll the next day. | there are no statistics available on | 
My advice to the job seeker is to | this point or any other point for 
|keep away from Washington unless | that matter. 


| kilo, leeks 7-8 frs. a bunch of three, | 
| cauliflower 10-12 frs. a piece, butter 
| (90 gr. per person per month) 37.50 


lounges | 
give entertainment in the | 


{the various hotels which cater to a | 


ton Bureau and editorial page col-|class clientele and business is good 
|umnist, died March 3 at his home in 


| Seille, 


| possible except by the use of spe-| French aunt living at 
| cial printed formulae on cards, con- | 


'items to which you can add the 


be a wide-open town but everybody’s | 


| betwen the two zones. 


| how I sign, 


|in Florida I realize it's too late to_ do any business in 
| | Zone and are trying to carry on in 


C. Z. Cruising with his wife on the | most strongly protest your sending | the Marseilles, Lyons and Bordeaux | 


, films can be effected from the Occu- 


like who | OUsht to be content to live in Mar- 


ahi, Ini menhanaiite | fices, and how far Vichy laws are 
oe a oe y - | applied and respected. As you may 
My position here is, that, although | have heard, a certain political clan, 


j having obtained my regular carte| who were playing up to the Ger- 


d'identite, as explained previously, i} mans and their methods long before 


agent in the Federal Bureau of Nar- | have to register monthly at _the| the war started, have _been hoisted 
Central Police, and am constrained | into power by the military authori- 
| 


to live in the Commune of Marseilles; | ties in the Occupied Zone, and under 
under no conditions am I allowed to/ their rule no doubt there is cover 
travel about the country, and am/!for a bunch of adventurers who 
most definitely not allowed to leave | might more or less legally appropri- 
it. The slightest infraction or ir-| ate for themselves what belongs to 
regularity would bring about my in-| others who, by force of circum- 
ternment with escaped or left- | stance, cannot return. A German 
military ordinance instituted a pro- 


by the Armistice; German and) any abandoned commerce, with or 
Italian staffs are present in all of | Without the consent of the propri- 
the major controlling centers, pre-|etor. All evidence I have received 
fecture, etc,-to see that it is re- | does not seem to show that this was 
spected. | the case for our company. I have 
had personal knowledge of other 

Worst Winter in 40 Years cases in which the owners, on return, 
We are now going through the| were only able to re-enter possession 
worst winter in 40 years, with two of their property after protracted de- 
feet of snow in the streets and a/| lays, and were too glad to do so 
foot of ice on lakes and ponds. The | without getting accounts rendered 
long procession of burials reminds for the period of their absence. As 


me of the epidemic of Spanish in- | Tesards our company, if such had 


fluenza during the '14-18 War when been the case, I don't see what ° 
| ‘gerant’ could do beyond liquidating 


I was a child, but is, I suspect, most- the furniture and fixtures, all our 
ly old people dying through cold, films being foreign 

privation and worry. Anyway,| 1 forgot to advise you previously 
j that under our deal with 
cinemas in the North we had 
stocked provisionally in with 
a fellow called — a large num- 


| What information the | 
French get, they get it through lis- | 








tening to foreign radio transmis-| per of original English - version 
sions, | prints. We have repeatedly written 
Cost of living is sky high and just before the debacle, in ignorance 


Bread 3.50 a! of the 
potatoes theoretically 2.10 a| 


doesn’t seem to stop. 


, of the Germans, 
kilo, 


prints not immediately 


approach 
that all 


| kilo, but unobtainable under 4 frs.,! needed for bookings be sent back, 


and with great difficulty; meat 45-50, as we scented danger. We did not 
frs. a kilo, horsemeat 35-40 frs., dates | know then that Lille was completely. 
35 frs. a kilo, apples 12-14 frs. a! surrounded, The last news we had 
of ——— was that he was in Dun- 
kirk trying to get his Spanish con- 
sul to convey him to Spain, If all 
a kilo, celery 6 frs. a foot. I guses| is well the prints should, or most of 
you remember sufficiently what such | them, be in safety in ———. Unfor- 
things cost a couple of years ago, | tunately, this town suffered terribly 
Occupied Zone. Just received | during the retreat. I shall try, 
news from my aunt in Paris. Snow | through my aunt, to see what can 
and ice everywhere and transport | be done. I should hate the Germans 
practically at a standstill. No coal,|to get hold of the print of ———1! 
no wood, no central heating, no/|1 wonder what has happened to the 
vegetables, no meat, no preserved | French version? 
stuff or dry produce such as beans. Safe Keeping 
peas, lentils, no cheese. I suppose I As I already told you, all the 
papers of the company, statutes, min- 
utes, Registre de Commerce, check- 
books, print cards, are with a 
-, near 
lal , in safe keeping. Unless con- 
sisting of a series of printed news | ditions change, I think it would be 
unwise to try to move them, in case 
names and missing words or cross they went astray or were seized, 
out as the case may be. This is the| I have already written you how 
only form of correspondence allowed | I am getting my aunt to give me the 
Big public | lowdown and sending her a regular 
services and monopolies can do so by | power of attorney (pouvoir notarie). 


Correspondence is practically im- 








The num-|to be able to give you the dope. 
ber of such letters per month is As explained in my other letter 
strictly limited. I cannot hope to|I have been able to obtain money 
avail myself of it. I have irregular | from Lyons and Marseilles agents of 
and occasional opportunities to send | our company and am okay financial- 
mail to the occupied zone. This pro-/|ly for some time. Thanks, indeed, 
cedure ig fraught with much risk | for your kind offer to send funds. 
for the carrier, and I must be very | ] hope and trust I shall be able to 
very careful what I put in it and | manage without as it would indeed 
| be a pity to buy francs at the pres- 
ent period. 

If I might abuse your kindness, It 
would be to ask you, if same is pos- 
sible, to send a parcel through the 
|Red Cross to my cousin who is 
breaking stones on the road some- 
where near ° 

Chocolate, toilet soap and a shav- 
ing stick, also candy, would be the 
most appreciated. This would give 
much pleasure to his mother, my 


regions, the latter two, at that, being | ri angnesagee ioe ag to try to 
> s in Paris. 


seriously disorganized by partial oc- . a : 
cupation. No transfer of foreign | . Excuse writing. I am penning this 
in bed to keep warm. 


pied Zone to the Unoccupied Zone. Very Sincerely yours, 
Indeed, practically no merchandise, , 


No films save those of French 
origin, plus German films, can be 
exploited in the Occupied Zone, in- 
sofar as features are concerned. I 
do not know the situation as regards 
shorts, 


American Biz Limited 


American concerns are unable to 
the Occupied 











and no money are allowed out of 
the Occupied Zone. It's just like an- 
other foreign country. ——— {n- 
forms me that one of ex- 








press | ecutives in Paris, a Frenchman, held 
dreams up! responsible for organizing the smug- 
stuff in the heart of | gling of prints into the Unoccupied 
i Zone, where at least they could be 


NEWSREEL WAR IN ANTIPS 
Sydney, Feb. 19. 

With newsreel theatre trade reach- 

ing a new high in this territory, 

fight is now on between major units 

to gain control of what is regarded 

as more than ‘bread-and-butter’ biz 
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Broadway 


Jack Bertell, CBS Artists v.p., 
back from Florida. 

Gene Fowler, here for three weeks, 
returned to the Coast. 

Sen. J. Henry Walters, RKO coun- 
sel, in Honolulu with his wife. 


Around $2,000,000 being spent on 
improving New York racetracks. , 

Howard Schnebbe slipped on ice 
near home at Freehold, N. J., break- 
ing two ribs. 

Roy Haines flew the coop Friday 
(7) for a Florida session away from 
snowbanks and ice. 


Bob Gillham returned yesterday 


(Tues.) after a quick trip to woe | 


wood, flying both ways. 

Larry Adler harmonicas for the 
President’s correspondents’ dinner in 
Washington on March 17. 

Herman Robbins, sporting a deep 
tan, back from Miami and batching, 
having left his wife down south. 

Robert Sherwood, the film pro- 
ducer, may have to undergo ton- 
silectomy in New York this week. 

Haskell Masters, United Artists 
western division and Canadian sales 
chief, 
business jaunt. 

S. Barrett McCormick, RKO vub- 
ad head, trained for 





| 


in Montreal on a two-week | cafes shuttered for 


| 


dead. | Robert de Quincy, Oxford Golfing! Ed Wynn show, ‘Boys and Girls 
Twenty-one Marseilles bars and Blue. Together, due at Shubert March | 
illegal sale of Managing director Richard Norton | 20-22. 
alcohol. e back in harness at Denham and Pine- John O'Connell, Roger Sherman 
Radios again permitted on cars in| wood film studios after protracted | assistant manager, has reported for | 
free France as long as police are _| illness, army duty. ; 


the Coast, | 


Rose Lee and his Chicago theatre- 
club revue, plus outside acts, to 
Lyceum here fer four days this 
mecnth at $1.65 top. 

Bobby Morris and Bert Grant, 
comedian and straight man, quit 
‘International Casino Revue’ 
Orpheum engagement to join Alvin 
stock burlesque. Shea and Raymond, 
comedy dancers, leaving ‘Casino’ for 


i Hollywood. 





Paris 


Three new stamps with Petain 
effigy to appear. 

French actor Raimu going to Mar- 
seilles to do pict. 

Still more trains 





eliminated on 


| French railway system. 


Paul Reboux on Riviera where 
he’s writing and lecturing. 

Marie Bell, 
thesp, vacationing at Monte Carlo. 

Holed 25-centime pieces to go out 
of existence. New 10-centime pieces 

Edouard Aude, 73, writer, poet 
and friend ot Anatole France, is 


Friday (7) for three weeks look-see | notified. 


at new product. 


Georges Carpentier fined for not 


Dr. Emanuel Stern, Par’s company | putting up prices on the wall of his 


doctor, reported progressing at the 
French hospital following recent in- 
ternal hemorrhage. 

Bill Park, Paramount newsreel ed, 
in Washington making a stunt ree! 
for the forthcoming national corre- 
spondents’ annual blowout. 

Glenn Allvine, ‘It Happens on Ice’ 
p.a, flew to Chicago yesterday 
(Tuesday) for show's opening there 
tonight. Returns tomorrow. 

Al Golden is company manager of 
‘My Sister Eileen,” Biltmore, Ben 
Boyar being occupied with present- 
ing ‘They ‘Walk Alone,’ Golden. 

Fddie Hyman, new exec assistant 
to Leonard Goldenson and Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., at Paramount, arrived in 


town Monday (10) to assume his new | 


post. 
Boris Karloff is guest of the ‘In- 
formation Please’ group when the 


new RKO short goes into production 
tomorrow (Thursday) at Fox Movie- 
tone. 

Ben Stein, manager of ‘Separate 
Rooms,’ Plymouth, shoveled snow 
from in front of theatre, accom- 
—_ by accordionist of Circus Bar, 

iecadilly hotel. 

Rogers Dancers (3) forced down 
en route from Hollywood by air, to 
their Roxy engagement, missed the 
opening d*-- making the rest of the 
trip in by train. 

Nelson Eddy, on a concert tour, 
appeared at the Westchester Com- 
munity Center, White Plains, last 
night (Tues.). His next for Metro 
is ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 





bar in Paris. 


| 


| for two more. 


after U.S. via Clipper. 


| (formerly of Houston Sisters), wife 


: _ | Royal Navy, at Kingston-on-Thames. 
Comedie Francaise 


| 


Report that 1940 Concourt Liter- | 


ary Prize would be awarded 
spring denied. 

Vichy announces that 
may marry without leaving concen- 
tration camps. 


Actress Clara Tambour arrested | Keys, under the title of his nick- 
having | name, ‘Bunch.’ 


and fined in Paris for 


slapped a copper. 


Large influx of foreign entertain- at the Cambridge theatre grossed | (, 
ers in Paris, mostly Germans and | $3,120 for one show; so it’s now regu- | ~ 


Central Europeans. 
French comic sheets Hurrah and 


Aventureaux altered names to Tar-| Three Admirals, only one who is still 


zan and Audacieux. 

Eighty-five arrested and fined in 
Paris for ‘excessive’ prices. One 
jailed for one year. 

Contest for one-act plays opened 
in Lyons with writers and dramatic 


| critics to do judging. 


in | Grand-National 


prisoners | 


| 


' American. 


Emile Pillias, historian and writer | 


died on field of honor last May, it 
has just been learned. 


There are now 164 free soup 
| places and 152 inexpensive ‘can- 
teens’ in Paris region. 

Germans permitted French au- 


| 
| 


Major Frederick Li Herron, Hays | 


office foreign department chief, ex- 


pected back this week from Tucson, ! 


where he has been recuperating 
from a tussle with the flu. 

Harold Smith, formerly in Europe 
for the Hays office, using crutches 
because of ankle sprained while ski- 


ing. Has been stationed in N. Y. 
MPPDA office since summer. 
Leda Bauer, RKO eastern story 


head, who motored to Florida for 
two-week vacash, will be 
weekend. Collier Young, Coast story 
head, planed west Saturday (8). 

Sam Dembow, Jr., has gotten rid 
of the crutches and now is getting 
around o.k. with the aid of a cane. 
He drives in every day from Larch- 
mont rather than try to make trains. 

Harry Royster, new general mana- 
ger of the Netco chain with 
at Poughkeepsie, due in today 
(Wed.). Harold Greenberg, buyer 
for the chain, was in town Monday 
(10). 


Harry Ruskin, Metro writer. in 
New York for a visit saw his first 
snow in 12 years. Wally Downey, 


just uv from Rio, hasn’t seen snow 


in eight years. Ruskin back west 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

J. Noble Braden, exec secretary 
of the film industry branch of arbi- 
tration, returned yesterday (Tues.) 
after making a sveech in Philadel- 
phia before the Wharton School of 
Commerce and Finance. 

Russell Birdwell planed for the 
Coast over the weekend after fcur 


days in New York. 
handle publicity on David O 
nick’s turning over to British 
Relief the funds he received in sell- 
ing ‘Rebecca’ and ‘Intermezzo’ to 
Italy. 


Selz- 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Jack Irving in from Chicago to 
straighten out AGVA affairs here. 

Cedric Adams, Star-Journal 
columnist, back on job after Florida 
jaunt. 

‘Night Train.’ a flop downtown, go- 
ing great guns at subsequent-run 
nabe houses. 

Arch Zacher], veteran Universal 
salesman, sufficiently recovered from 
heart attack to be out again. 

Shriners’ circus at Auditorium 
grossed approximately $30.000 for 
week, a trifle more than last year. 

C. B. Stiff of Minnesota Amus, Co. 


is chairman of committee arranging 
benefii shows in Twin Cities for 
Greck relief. 


Michael Todd bringing in Gypsy 





| 
| 


| free 


| 


back this | 


offices | 


thorities in occupied zone to again 


control international mails. 
One-way streets in Paris abol- 
ished. Drivers now have right of 


way over pedestrians during black- 
outs. 
Stage entertainer Rene Dorin is 


| Alan 


drawing many laughs with his song. | 


‘Paris Found Midday at Two 
O'Clock.’ 
Jean de Castellane, for 20 years 


head of the French Swimming Fed- 
eration, resigned in order to make 
room for youth, 

Mag, Mercure de France, made it: 


| Black’s 


reappearance with its 1,000th num.! 


ber. Weekly, Je Suis Partout 
banned in June, also reappeared. 
Feb. 7 started charity week in 
France, with jroceeds from 
cinema and legit performance: 
turned over to national aid benefit. 


French net players again to be 
classified on March 29. Roland Gar- 
ros Stadium, scene of many Davis 
Cup matches, to be put back int 
shape. 

Poet and playwright Alfred de 
Musset’s much-criticized statue at 


the Porte Baillot finally taken down. 
Its artistic quality ,always very 
doubtful. 

Free France will shortly be able 
to daily produce 110,000 pounds of 
sugar derived from grapes. When 
a little water is added it looks and 


| tastes like honey. 


He was east to} 


War | 


Louis Bousquet. who wrote the 
words for World War's famous song, 
‘Madelon,’ is dead. Ditto novelist 
and playwright Frederic Boutet and 
Auguste Behal, 88, former president 
of the French Institute. 

Many things can be had on black 


bourse in Paris not otherwise ob- 
tainable, but vou must be lling 
to pay A piece of laundrv snap 
costs 25¢c, condensed milk 75¢ 
chocolate 50c a_ bar, linseed oi] 


$1.50 per liter. 


St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 


Michael J. Nash, retired film exhib. 


reported missing by his wife on Feb. 


22. has returned from the south. 

Personal of Lawrence Tibbett at 
Howard Hall. Principia College. 
skedded for April 11, has been set 
back to May 3. 

Steve Cady back from a Florida 
vacation and prepping for a trek to 
California. till undecided whether 
he'll return to the nitery biz here. 

Henry Busse band, accompanied 
by Ruth Petty, native warbler. enter- 
tained draftees at the Jefferson Bar- 
racks training camp with a two-hour 
show Sunday (9). Patients in the 


nearby U. S. Veterans’ Hospital also 


saw show. 

Cupid on film row: Celeste Cason 
of the M-G branch now Mrs. Eric 
Storz; Harry Hynes, Jr., booker for 
Universal, and Rayetta Larson, of the 
WB exchange, are engaged: Ida Berg. 
of Universal, has announced her 
engagement to Oliver K. Kaplan, a 
non-pro. 


| Films, has bought the film rights of | 
| ‘Present 


Harry Feinstein gets the green light 
next week. 

Dr. Fredrick H. Koch, organizer of 
Carolina Playmakers at University 


London 


David Marks a flu victim. 
David Rose returned from the Drama League. 

| Ed Downes, Pittsburgher more re- 
cently of New York, named manager 
of Erie (Pa.) Playhouse, succeeding 
late Henry B. Vincent, who founded 
it 25 years ago. 

‘Go Home, Little Girl, Go Home,’ a 
tune Lew and Al Mercur, who now 
operate Nut Clubs here and_ in 
Miami, wrote in 1925, has just been 
recorded by Dick Robertson’s band 
for Decca. 


William Mollison to produce musi- 
cals under his own management. 

Lou Jackson angling for Flanagan 
and Allen for one film with option 


Len Urry has discarded his ama- 
teur talent and starts tour in vaude- 
ville as single. 

John Baxter.on a new script for 
British National Films, which goes 
into production early in March. 

Daughter born to Billie Houston 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


of Australian journalist Paul Eve. 
Actress Una Burrill married Lieut. 
Commander M. A. C. Child of the 


Elmer Rice due to spiel to Yale 


Nervo and Knox are taking out 
drama studes soon. 


their own vaudeville unit, with Eddie 
Gray and De Haven and Page in sup- | 
port. 

Beatrix Thomson, divorced wife of 
Claude Rains, marrying Captain | 


specialists to Arena Saturday (15). 
Musicians ball will sport topflight 
orchestras at the Armory March 21. 


The Castle, Blackpool, which Law-| Louise Tonas, local dancer, home 
rence Wright operated as nitery, has | after 13,000-mile tour of Europe and 
been padlocked for violating liquor | acia war zones 


—, = } ith th | Thornton Wilder recently chattered 
oe Simmonds, formerly with the | 6, Gertrude Stein at Yale library 


(British), is now es 
, : exhib of her works. 
head of sales of Anglo-American Rowland Leigh among Broadway- 


Wjetn Paddy Carstairs has written | ites in for preem of Elsa Lanchester 


; - y |in ‘They Walk Alone.’ 
a biography of his father, Nelson | Wystan Hugh Auden, English play- 


| wright, rain speaker at annual 
5 ‘ . | dinner of Yale News. 
Tommy Bostock's boxing venture | Yale drama department offering 
hekhov’s ‘Cherry Orchard’ as a 
lar feature at this house fortnightly. | = production this week (12-18), 
With Joe and Eddie Lee out of the |. TOwn’s 14th annual drama tourney, 
held at Yale theatre, now listing 
with the act is Norman Bartlett, | entries for April 28-May 1 playing 


Act was formed 10 years | dates. 
nie ’ | Local arbitrators on consent decree 


ago. 
evack Buchanan reviving ‘The Body board are Ashbel Gulliver, Prof. 
Was Well Nourished’ for the prov- | Fleming Jacobs, Jr., Prof. M. R. 
inces, with himself and Elsie Ran-! Davie, Prof. George Murdock, 
dolph in the Barry K. Barnes and| Warren C. Allen, W. C. Armstrong, 


Diana Churchill roles, | Vernal Bates, Milton P. Bradley, 
The BBC framing a new feature to | Henry W. Jones, Jr., Herbert S. Mac- 
replace ‘Hi Gang,’ BBC’s most suc-! Donald, Oscar Monrad, Maurice 
cessful program in the last two years. 
Flanagan and Allen, supported by > Sachs, Philip R. Shiff. 
Geraldo band, headlining. SataNeae 


Daughter born to the David Ten- 
Kansas City 


nants. She was the daughter of 
By John Quinn 


actress Viola Tree and drama critic | 
Parsons; he was formerly | 
married to Hermione Baddeley. | 

Sam Smith, head of British Lion | 





The Jack Stewarts—he’s of KCMO 
—vacationing in Miami. 

Stanley High in for a one-night 
lecture stand at Ivanhoe Temple last 
Tuesday (11). 


Arms,’ the Tom Arnold- 
Harry Foster musical which had 
fairly successful run at the Prince of 
Wales theatre last year. , 
George Black and Vic Oliver, after Hazel Whitmore draws the lead in 
being on the outs for over year, get- the Resident theatre production of 
ting friendly again, with likelihood |’End of Summer,’ set to open March 
‘Hi Gang,’ starring Oliver, | 24. . : 

may go to the London Hippodrome| Jim Whitfield biz 
for a run, as soon as theatre is re- 


of the KMBC 


paired from recent bomb damage. to pass the army physical at Ft. 
Next show for the summer season | Leavenworth. 
at the Royal Opera house, Blackpool.|_ Charlene Schmelzer and = Ann 


will be staged by George Black. It | Lewis Helm, local debs, singing with 
will be Flanagan and Allen’s Palla- | Matty Malneck’s orch at the Terrace 


dium show, which opened last Sep-|Grill and donating paychecks to 

tember and was withdrawn after two Bundles for Britain. 

days due to the blitz. F & A are Arthur Church of KMBC return- 

likely to head the cast. ing to his desk after vacation trip to 
E. G. Norman, who _ sponsored , Death Valley and New Orleans in 

‘Ladies in Retirement.’ is presenting | useless attempt to avoid the damp | 

new play by Edward Percy, starring | weather Karl Koerper, v.p., leaves 








Robert Morley and Marv Merrall. for a jaunt to Mexico City. 

Show, which is titled ‘Play With 

Fire.’ opened at Theatre Royal eres ———— — | 

Brighton, Feb. 25, and tours the | . 

sticks for 12 weeks, after which it is ]j Sam Harris 
| 








likely to come to the West End. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


' af 7 | 
——_—5 -ontinued from page $——— 


stricken and reports of the operation 
were pessimistic. First to inquire 
about the showman was his closest 
pal and former partner, George M. 
Cohan, who was on the long distance 
telephone trom New York several 
times daily. The surgeon was Row- 
land Grausman, who planed to Palm 
Beach and will remain until Harris is 


‘Fantasia’ preem at Fulton netted 
around $1,850 for Greek War Relief 
fund. 

Toni Spitzer.on from New York to 
replace Helerr “Hoerle as p.a. for 


‘Fantasia out of danger. It is understood a 

Eddie Kelin has dropped 15 pounds secondary operation will be neces- 

y » firct - x or 7 7 “elite + te 

ice first of year and credits I tO cary when the showman is stronger. 
the wagor “1 

‘Morning’s At 7’ such’ a big click Showman was visited by a num- 
at Plavhouse it’s being held there fo: ber of theatrical people on vacation 
an extra week in Florida, including Irving Berlin, | 

Howard Elsner, the agent. home’! who is Harris’ partner in ownership 
from Shadyside hosp after going of the Music "3 x, N, Y., and Al Jol- 
under the knife. son. George Jessel, who was with 

Carolyn Marsh singing at Bache- the patient the previous Sunday, said 
lor’s Club, first time here s§nce ‘I'd 


he was in excellent condition at the 
time. When word of Harris’ illness 
spread along Broadway, Clem Mc- 
Carthy, who reports the race results 


Rather Be Right.’ 

Robert Alan Green restiming pro- 
duction at his tiny Kilbuck theatre 
risht after Easter. 

Betty Lane, of Yacht Club line. 
called to New York by serious ill- 
ness pf her mother. 

Hank Senber in ahead of ‘Little 
Foxes,’ headed for return engage- 
ment at Nixon March 24. 

Lehman Engel here guest-directing 
John Gay’s ‘Beggar's Opera’ at Car- 
negie Tech drama school. 

Ann Haines. English gir] here with 
nitery line, the Manhattanettes, be- 
came a citizen few days ago. 


graph the sick man, who formerly 
had a racing stable. 

convened at the Jewish Theatrical 
Guilds private chapel in the Bond 
Bldg., Monday (10), to say a prayer 
for the recovery of Harris. It was 
a spontaneous get-together and the- 
atre producers, boxoffice men, actors, 
et al, with their wives and others 


Sol Goldberg, former exhib” hd | attended. 
father J aridder Marshall Goldberg,| The prayer meeting was unusual 
nr fads R into the + ego biel by the predominance of non-Jews 

> v os - ssista Pre mere 
— oS Stee Basset | at this JTG gathering. 

organist to Bernie Armstrong at esein $4 s a 
Stanley theatre, doing cafe work ee ae, a i oe 
now sistent producers of hits in the man- 

Etzi Covato back from Florida; the @8erial field His latest click ji 
Tony Confortis have shoved off and ‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin 


of Nerth Carolina, here to address | 


Ice Carnival brings big-time blade | 


Resnik, David W. Richman, Nathan | 


office back at his desk after failing | 


shown 


over WHN, asked listeners to tele- | 


Some 50 Broadwayites of all faiths 


| Hollywood 


} 
| 





Sam Katz to Chicago on business. 

Madeleine Carroll to Miami for a 
siesta. 

Al Lichtman laid 
trouble. 

Jack Dillon in the hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Jeanette MacDonald back from her 
concert tour, 


up with sinus 


William Cagney recovering from 
appencectomy. 
Marie Astaire recovering from 


major surgery. 

Mickey Rooney back to work after 
Honolulu vacation. 

Dolly Connolly joined Helen Fer- 
guson’s publicity staff. 

Lou Breslow, screen writer, under- 
went minor operation. 

Harry Carey back to work at RKO 
| after a New York siesta. 

S. Charles Einfeld returned from 
three-week Honolulu vacation. 
| William Taylor Stelling checked 
|, off Metro lot to join the Marines. 

Howard Clausen, J. L. Warner's 
secretary, reported for army duty. 
| Sol M. Wurtzel resumed work at 
| 20th-Fox after a tour of Soutn 


| America. 

| Hugh King. shifted 
Corp. of America to 

| Marton agency. 

| Felix Jenkins, 20th-Fox attorney, 

jin from New York to discuss the 

| consent decree. 

| Eddie Cantor addressed a youth 
and democracy rally at Pasadena 

| Junior College. 

Eleanor Boardman, former wife of 
King Vidor, obtained custody of 
their two daughters. 

| Norman Rivkin checking off Uni- 
versal’s publicity staff to report for 
| military service. 

| Cesar Civita, Walt Disney’s South 
| American rep, paying his annual 
visit to the studio. ; 

Rene Clair, French director, on 
vacation following completion of his 
| first American picture. 

Jean Gabin and Andre Davin due 
this week to work in a French- 
background picture for 20th-Fox. 

Arthur Rosenstein, former Metro- 
| politan Opera vocal coach, giving 
| singing lessons to Lionel Barrymore, 
| William E. Raynor, Jr., joined 
| Producers Releasing Corp. as Coast 
| director of advertising and publicity. 

William Hebert resigned from 
Warners publicity staff and was suc- 
ceeded by Irving Parker, radio pub- 
licist. 

Morton Thompson stays on as 
Coast publicity director for ASCAP. 

Mitchell Leisen cut several veins 
'in hie hand while cleaning a gold 
| fish bowl which broke. 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotte 


from Musie 
the George 














Gabriel Soria, Mexican director, 


| in town, 

Johann Ther, German film mag- 
nate, in from Berlin, 

Lupe Velez, in Mexican pict, 
‘Zandunga, doing good b.o. at Im- 
| perial. 

Anselmo Fernandez homaged at 


Calderon theatre on 50th anniver- 
sary in legit biz. 

Spanish authorities nixed 
from appearing in bullfights, 
ing rough stuff to males. 


girls 
leave 


Maria Paz Molinero to appear in 
‘La Rose de los Suenos,’ written by 
Jacinto Benavente, at Theatro Es- 


panol. 
Louis Foltz, new AP bureau man- 
ager in Madrid, off to States for rest 


before taking over new post, 
Father recently died. 
Legits, variety houses, opera and 


concert spots may now remain open 
until 12:30 p.m., instead of midnight 
Filmeries must continue to shutter 
at midnight. 

New Spanish documentary, ‘Boda 
de Castilla’ (‘Castillian Wedding’) 
in preview, one of the best 
picts of this type to be turned out 
here in some time. 

New cinema club Circe (Circulo 
Cinematografico Espanol) formed 
It’s showing four or five uncensored 
foreign picts per month to members 
at Gong cinema, Madrid. First pict 


was ‘Ninotchka.’ 
Authorities handing out fines for 
late closings and food infractions 


Congosto bar fined 1.000 pesetas. Lis 
Tearoom 2,000, Florida hotel 1.000 
for failing to send in foreigners list 
on time, and 1,000 pesetas to Alcala 
theatre for changing program with- 
out giving notice. 





| Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Joe Kaufman, branch manager for 
Universal, recovered from serious 
illness, 

Mickey Katz, going into booking 
biz with Frank Sennes, handling the 
band department. 

Richard Dowdell. Warner poster 
clerk and son of Les Dowdell, UA 
office manager, off for service at Fort 
| Benjamin Harris. 

Test case of Muzak vs. musicians 
union over displacement of live 
musicians by music boxes being post- 
| poned until late this month. 

Matt Goodman, UA exchange man- 
ager, sent to Florida to cure heart 
trouble, was tossed a welcome-back 
‘party Monday (10) bv Varietv Clut 
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OBITUARIES | 


| Magicians and the American Guild | Everett Hayan 


JULIAN ELTINGE 


Julian Eltinge, 57, died March 7 in he was 


stricken with an _ early- 


New York of a cerebral hemorrhage. | morning heart attack that caused his | 


Details in legit section. 





CASPER REARDON 


Casper Reardon, 33, a harpist | 
whose unusual swing effects on the} 
instrument made him a favorite on | 
recordings, radio and in intimate | 
niteries, died of a kidney ailment | 
March 8 in the Polyclinic aati 
1 ie 4 
Originally a student of the classics, | 
Reardon won a scholarship to the 
Curtis Institute of Music, Phila- 
delphia, where he studied under the 
noted harpist, Carlos Salzedo. After 
graduation in 1926 at the age of 19, 
he joined the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra. In addition to his duties 
as first harpist for the symphony, he 
also was harp instructor at the Cin- 
cinnati Conservatory of Music. 

Born in Little Falls, N. Y., the son | 
of the late John and Elizabeth | 
Reardon, a vaudeville team, Reardon 
trouped with his parents, doing a 
song and dance routine of his own, 
though only five years old. Despite 
his classic background, he developed 
a hot, rhythmic style of playing as 
a hobby. This departure from con- 
vention won him a spot on WLW, 
Cincinnati, where he was heard un- 
der the name of Arpeggio Glissando. 

Since 1931 he had been in New 
York, where he appeared chiefly as a 
soloist on radio and in small cafes. 
He guested with such organizations 
as Paul Whiteman’s and strummed 
for the CBS Saturday Night Swing 
Club, which is no longer on the air. 
For several seasons Reardon had 
played at Herbert Jacoby’s Le 
Ruban Bleu and was fulfilling an en- 
gagement there shortly before he 
was stricken. For recording pur- 





poses he played with his own 
orchestra. One of his last waxings 
was ‘I Can’t Give You Anything 


But Love, Baby’ and ‘Easy to Love’ 
for Schirmers. 

Unmarried, he leaves a sister, Mrs. 
Thomas Deveau, of New York. 
Funeral services were held in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) and 
burial followed in Little Falls. 





TOM CUSHING 
Charles C. S. Cushing, 61, play- 


| death. 


Anderson, native of Chicago, went 


to Atlanta about 20 years ago. In| 


the Windy City he was connected | 
with Pathe Film Co., and was with | 
that firm for a time after moving to | 
Atlanta. He later joined staff of 
ERPI and became branch manager 
for Columbia about 10 years ago. 

He was a member of Atlanta Tent 
No. 21, Variety Clubs of America, 
and Palestine Lodge Masons, which 
organization conducted his funeral. 

Widow and son, Dr. Walter W. 
Anderson, Jr., of Bremen, Ga., sur- 
vive. Burial was in Atlanta. 





WILLIAM OTTERBEIN 


William Otterbein, 61, president of 

the American Stage Equipment Co., 
which he founded some three years 
ago, died of a cerebral hemorrhage 
March 9 at his home in North Ber- 
gen, N. J. 
Otterbein’s interest in stage con- 
struction stemmed from his boyhood 
duties in his father’s blacksmith 
shop. Occasionally the shop handled 
theatrical structural ironwork jobs. 
Choosing this work as a career, he 
joined the Peter Clark Theatrical 
Co. in 1903, a leading firm in that 
field. 

Otterbein was named v.p. of the 
firm in 1918. Much of the stage 
equipment used by the Radio City 
Music Hall, the Brooklyn and New 
York Paramount, and the Roxy, 
N. Y., was furnished by the Clark 
firm. Upon Clark’s death in 1938, 
Otterbein formed his own company. 
It recently completed a remodeling 
contract for the Metropolitan Opera 
House. 

He leaves his widow, Louise; two | 
sons, William and Walter, and four 
daughters. 


LEON E. BAILY 


she played the vaude circuits under 
her maiden name of Ada Ripel. 
Twenty years ago she retired from 
the stage to marry John Christine, a 
vaudevillian, She was a member of 
the International Brotherhood of 


| parently in good health day before | of Variety Artists. 


—_——— 
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Bills Next Week 








| Tda Iola 


Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 


| Evergreen Gardens 


ROBERT M. GREATHOUSE 
Robert M. Greathouse, 58, died in 


New York March 8 after a third | 
stroke. He had been if for about | 
two years. 


Deceased, who started as a railroad | 
brakeman in Texas, where he was 
born, was on the staff of D. W. Grif- 
fith when the latter’s pictures were 
roadshown. He also was assistant to 
Ned Depinet, present RKO sales 
manager, at First National Pictures. 
Greathouse experimented with third 
dimensional film, one effect being 
used in Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’. More re- 
cently he had devised models of in- 
novations in stage presentations. A 
widow survives. 


DEL A. McDERMID 


Del A. McDermid, 52, former actor 
and lately convention director for 
Jam Handy Pictures, died in Henry 
Ford hospital, Detroit, March 1, fol- 
lowing a short illness. 


Born in Oscoda, Mich., he was an 
actor for more than 25 years. He 
went to Detroit 10 years ago from 
the Court Street Players, Buffalo, to 
take a position with the Jam Handy 
company. He leaves his widow, De- 
Atta Cross McDermid, and a son, 
Delbert. 





CAMPBELL MacCULLOCH 


Campbell, MacCulloch, 60, former 
general manager of Central Casting 
Corp., died March 6 in Hollywood | 
after several months’ illness. Pre- 
vious to his work at Central he had 
been an efficiency expert at Metro | 
and Universal and was in charge of | 











geles, 
Surviving is his widow. 


THOMAS REILLY 





Leon E. Baily, 82, former actor, 
died March 6, at an Oceanside (L. I.) 
sanatorium after a lingering illness. 
While active on the stage early in 
his career, he later became an under- 
taker and also served as sextion of 
the Holy Cross Roman Catholic 
Church, N. Y. 





wright and dramatist, who wrote 
under the name of Tom Cushing, 
died March 6 in Baker Memorial 
hospital, Boston, where he had been 
a 10-day patient. 

A prolific writer, Cushing’s first 
Broadway play was ‘Sari,’ a musical 
comedy, produced in 1912. Nine 
years later, in collaboration with 
Winchell Smith, he authored ‘Thank 
You,’ which bowed at the Longacre, 
N. Y. In the same year he also dra- 
matized the Ibanez novel, ‘Blood and 
Sand,’ which starred Otis Skinner. 

Cushing was a native of New 
Haven, the son of the late William 
Lee Cushing, who for years was 
headmaster at the Westminster 
School, Simsbury, Conn. He pre- 
pared at Westminster and was grad- 
uated from Yale in 1902. During 
the World War he was active ove.- 
seas with the entertainment division 
of the YMCA, 


Among his other 


works were 
‘Laugh, Clown, Laugh,’ which he 
wrote in collaboration with David 


Belasco in 1923; ‘The Devil in the 
Cheese,’ 1926; ‘La Gringa,’ 1927, and 
‘Barely Proper,’ 1931. Several years 
ago he spent a brief period in Holly- 
wood as a scripter. 

Brother, William, an instructor at 
the Groton (Mass.) School, survives. 





EDOARDO MASCHERONI 
Edoardo Maschercni, 81, 
operatic conductor and composer, 
who batoned at the world premiere 
of Verdi's ‘Falstaff’ at La Scala, 
Milan, in 1893, died March 4 in the 
latter city. 

Born in Milan, Mascheroni studied 
music there under’ Boucheron. 
Named conductor at the Teatro Gol- 
doni, Leghorn, Italy, in 1883, he later 
went to the Teatro Apollo, Rome, 
and also conducted at leading opera 
houses throughout Italy, Spain and 
South America. 

Among his compositions are the 
operas ‘Lorenza’ and ‘La Perugina,’ 
chamber music selections, works for 
orchestra and piano, and two 
requiems dedicated to the memory 
of King Victor Emmanuel. He made 
several trips to the United States. 


WALTER W. ANDERSON, SR. 

Walter W. Anderson, Sr., 52, At- 
lanta branch manager for Columbia 
Pictures, died suddenly last week at 
his Atlanta residence. Anderson was 


at his office as usual and was ap- | Philadelphia. A native of Syracuse, | 


Italian | 


A resident of Forest Hills, L. I., 
Baily’s first stage role was in ‘The 
Queen’s Lace Handkerchief,’ pre- 
sented at the old Casino theatre, 
N. Y. A basso, he also appeared in 
| Ginbert and Sullivan operettas. 

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs. 
| Leonie Coleman, and a son, Charles. 
Funeral services were held in New 
York Saturday (8). 


JAMES ROSCOE 

James J. Hayes, 58, who as James 
Roscoe was long active on the stage, 
| supporting such stars as Chauncey 
| Olcott, Marjorie Rambeau and Sir 
| Harry Lauder, died March 3 in New 
| York after a brief illness. 
| A native of Syracuse, Roscoe went 
to New York at the age of 18 and 
made his professional debut with 
James Powers in ‘The Princess of 
Kensington.’ For a time he was un- 
der the management of the Froh- 
mans and William A. Brady and also 
appeared in ‘The Girl From Up 
There’ with Edna May. 

Surviving are a sister, Mrs. Julia 
HH. Cleary, three nephews and a 
|niece. Burial in Syracuse. 


AMBER LAWLORD 

Amber Lawlord, 65. retired actress 
who once played with Sir Henry 
| Irving and was seen with Douglas 
Fairbanks in ‘The Pit,’ died of a 
heart attack March 4 at her home 
in Milwaukee. 
| Privately she was the wife of E. 
P. Allis, whose father was one of the 
| founders of the Allis-Chalmers Man- 
ufacturing Co., farm machine manu- 
facturers. Also surviving are a 
daughter, Mrs. Leone von Ascheberg, 
of New York, and a brother, Maurice 
Moylan, of Carbondale, Pa. 








WILL EVANS 

Will Evans, 63, former director of 
Gaumont-British Picture Corp., who 
in 1931 controlled more than 300 
film theatres, died March 8 at his 
home in Epsom, Surrey, England. 

Prior to the birth of the film in- 
dustry, Evans was chiefly noted as a 
builder of rollerskating rinks. When 
pictures began to rival other forms 
of entertainment, he remodeled the 
rinks into film houses. 


ADA RIPEL 











Ada Ripel Christine, 50, former 
vaude magician and puppeteer, died 
Saturday night (8) at her home in 


Thomas Reilly, 43, vaudeville per- 
former and minstrel, died last 
Thursday (6) 
| gagement in Williamsport, Pa. Reilly 
| was once a member of the Dumont 
| Minstrels. 

Survived by widow, Rita, and two 
children. 


ALEX SHULMAN 


Alex Shulman, 51, owner of the 
Best and Casino theatres, New Or- 
leans, died in New Orleans Wednes- 
| day (5) at Baptist hospital after a 
| brief illness. 


Survivors are two sons, a daugh- | 


ter, two brothers and a sister. 





EDWIN PERCIVAL 


; ; 
| Edwin Percival, 62, uncle of Norma | 


Shearer and 
| Metro’s_ chief 


Douglas 
recording 


Shearer, 


| his home near Santa Barbara, Cal. 


He was formerly a Canadian film 
exhibitor and theatrical manager. 
Widow and two sisters also survive. 


EDWARD C. LUTZ 
Edward C, Lutz, 66, former vaude- 
ville actor, died Wednesday (5) fol- 


hospital, Atlantic City. Two daugh- 
ters survive, 
JACK (‘SHORTY’) MILLER 
Jack (‘Shorty’) Miller, 46, film 
cowboy, died Feb. 28 at his home in 
Burbank, Cal., following a heart at- 
tack. 








Mrs. N. Irving Hyatt, 64, for sev- 
eral years chairman of Spartanburg, 
S. C., Motion Picture Board of Re- 


view and long active in art and music | 


circles, died March 5 in Spartanburg. 
Husband is dean of music, Converse 
College, Spartanburg. 


Reese L. Wentzell, 41, for years 
motion picture operator at Virginia 
theatre, Atlantic City, died March 7 


at his home in A. C. after six weeks’ 
illness, 9 





Mrs. Thomas L. Davis, wife of the 
Atlanta district sales manager, for 
United Artists, died March 2 in 
Atlanta. 


Neil Angus McKay, 57, Mary Pick- 
ford’s business manager for 19 years, 
died March 5 in Los Angeles. 





MARTINUS POULSEN 
Martinus Poulsen, 51, London night 
| club operator, was killed Saturday 
| (8) night in a Nazi air raid. 

Details on page 3. 





while filling an en-| 


engineer, 
| died March 4 after a long illness at | 


lowing appendectomy at Bridgeton | 


| Red Clarke Ore 
| Ebble Schaub 


Paula Harvey 


Hote! Ella 
Olga Mundy Ore 
Dale St Clair 
Zelda 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Ted Blake 
Men About Pown 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Patty Dixon 
Buzz Mayer 
Hotel Wm. Penn 

(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
Marianne Kreig 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 

Merry-Go-Round 
Bubbles Becker Orc 

New Penn 
H. Fritschie Ore 
Don Andre 
Obie Osborn 
Glen Martin 
Leiso Sis 
Toby Wynne 
Billy & Marcella 
New Yorker Gls 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 


Russ Le Beau 
Ch'lotte Lamberton 
Kretlow Danc 

Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
Pat Dennis 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Klein 
Chuck Wilson 

Ousis 

Loule Pope Ore 
Margie Kraber 

Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 

Bill LeRoy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 


Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Billy Wells 
Jackie Heller 
Four Fays 
Carmelita & Lee 
Manhattanettes 
Shirley Heller 


Sky-Vue 
Mickey Ross Ore 
Sky Pilots 

Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Donald Novis 





Bob Carter Carmen 
Dwights 3 Jerks 
Beachcomber Jaye Martin 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito Valdez 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Chavez Orc 
Tropical Dane 
Carrousel 
Velero Sis Ore 


Belle Baker 


Romo Vincent 


Club Ball 


Tommy Nunez Ore 
Peggy Fears 


the NRA headquarters in Los An-|Olivette & Murray 


Alfredo Seville 

Bali-ettes (12) 
Club Esquire 

Worthy Hills Ore 

Cross & Dunn 

| Terry Lawlor 

| Estelle & LeRoy 

Howard Brooks 

| Esquirettes (8) 
Colonial Inn 

Paul Whiteman Ore 

Armando Ore 

Harry Richman 

Sophie Tucker 

Joe E Lewis 

|}Chandra-Kaly Dance 

Marianne 

Ann Sutherland 
Cuban Casino 

Adrian Rollini 8 

Eva Ortega 

Nan Blakstone 

| Tropic Beauties 








| Don Lanning’s 
Doris Sherrill 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jimmie Hodges 
Gene Austin 

El Chico 
Ralph Cook 
Marilyn Foster 
tlorixn Lucane 
sytell Danc 
Five O'Clock Club 


Pancho Ore 


( 
T 
A 


Hotel Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt 
(Pago Pago Room) 
Bobby Parks Orc 
Vincent Bragale Or 

| Helen Morgan 
Hotel Hollywood 
Beach 
(Bamboo Room) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Hotel Miami 
Biltmore 
(Giralda Room) 
M Bergere Orc 


Elaine Miller 

Beverly Kirk 

Hotel Roney-Piaza 
(Viennese Room) 

Emery Deutsch Ore 





| Beach Comber 

; Nye Mayhew Orc 

| Chico Simone Orc 

Elaine Jordan 

| Digitanos 

| Barbara Belmonte 
Boots McKenna Rev 


Blinstrub’s 
Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Prince & P Sel'dria 
Del Onhrel 


Casa Manana 
Lou Carter Ore 
David Ballentine 
3ill’s Canary Circus 
Billy & Queenie 
Don & Maur’n Starr 
Frank Fontaine 

Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 
Cookie Faye 
Henry Armetta 
Marc Bolero 
M & B Whalen 
8 Dancing Debs 
George Libby Rey 
Club Vanity Fai 
Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 
Laura Lee 
Frances George 
Hunters 

Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Or 
| Don Rico Ore 
;George Rand Re\ 
Billy Paine 
Nancy Gay 
Martha Burke 





Georges & Jalna 
Josephine Houston 
Ilotel Shelborne 
(Mayan Room) 
Chet Brownagle Orc 
Kk Miller Dane 
Hotel Versailles 
(Gulf Room) 
Chas Murray Ore 
Jeff's 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Dwight VFiske 
Gomez & Minor 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Merle Burke 
Midgie Fellows 
Ann Howard 
James Howard 
Foran Sis 
Jimmie’s 
Budd Sawyer'’s Orc 
Myles Bell 
Golden Gate 3 
Beatrice Gardner 
Montrose & Pearl 
Kee & Tuck 
Kitty Davis 
Johnny Silver Ore 
Billy Vine 
Conga Dance 
Latin Quarter 





Columbus & Carroll 
| 


Joe Candullo Ore 
Emil Boreo 
Grisha & Brona 
Henri Therrien 
Frank Mazzone 
Clarissa 
Sally Rand 
Ilelen Carroll 
Pierce & Harris 
Mayfair Club 
Benny Davis 
Marie Austin 
Nut Club 
Tubby Rives 
Lew Mercur 


Paddock Club 
Leon Prima Ore 





Rogers & Morris 
Jackie Hilliard 
Aunt Jemima 
Manhattanettes 


Rhumba Casine 
| Alex Batkin Orc 
| Fantasias Rhumb's 
;} Sammy Walsh 
Rosita Rios 

Royal Palm Club 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Milton Berle 
Royal Guards 
Rose Blaine 
Martha Raye 
Betty Bruce 
Whitsons 

Slapsy Maxie’s 
Babe Russin Ore 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
| Joe Frisco 
| Patty Moore 
Cully Richards 





BOSTON 


| Jacqueline Hurley 
|} Yvette Mornaw 
Artino & Consuell 
Billingtons 


(Melody Lounge) 
Rita Coughlin 
Newell & Sieger 

Crawford House 
Pay Collins Ore 
Sally Keith 
Vanderbilts 
Jackie Whalen 
Dee Thompson 

Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Orc 

Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Orc 
Kay Doyle 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 
Dorothy Daniels 
Art Ward 
Elwin Shaw 

Hotel Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 


Fenton Bros Orc 


Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Reom) 
Stuart Frazier Ore 
(Oval Room) 

Lamb-Yocum 
Ice Parade 
Gladys lamb 
Rube Yokum 
Buddy Lewis 
Betty Wharton 
Murray Twins 
Walter Ridge 
Adele Henny 
Hotel Essex 
‘Ernest Murray Orc 
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Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 
Al Lewis 

Victor Donato 
Adele Corey 

Rita Henderson 
C@rlos & Riviera 


Don Dudley Ore 
Harry Spear 
Madalyn White 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Carlos & Chita 
Latin Ballet 

Radio Herb Lewis 


Hotel Lafayette _ Steuben’s 
Noblemen (Vienna Room) 
Jerry Salisbury Lew Conrad Ore 


Doris Abbott 

St. Clair & Durand 
Paul Winik 

Edna Mae 

3 Whirlwinds 
Alice O'Leary 


The Cave 
Ralph Porras Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Marcia & Renardo 
Tanva Benga 
Winifreda 


Tie Toe 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Fen Ford Rev 
Tiny Sinclair 
Beef. Trust Chorus 
Virginia Page 


Hotel Lenox 
(Blue Train) 
Johnny Field Ore 

Deone Parrish 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 

Harry Marshard O 

Johnny Turnbull 

Lenny Welsh 

Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Vaughn Monroe Ore 

Marilyn Duke 

Ziggy Talent 

Joe Carney 

Bobby Nichols 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Westminster 

(Bize Reem) Derby Wilson Co 
Jimmy McHale Ore | Ken Brilliant 


Trop'l Serenaders O | . 
Harry Drake Rev Tremont Plaza 


Gibson Co Al Tory Orc 

Scott & Douglass , 

Les Hunt Versailles 

Hilda Elfonte Bobby Hacket Ore 
Ken Leightou Sis 


Carol Dennison 
3 Del Rios 
Marlo & Ferrara 
Bee Chalmers 
Johnny Andrews 


Billy Mack Ore 

Russ Howard 
Latin Quarter 

Tony Bruno Ore 














Bob Burns 














Continued from page l= 


eration of Musicians. The bazooka 
is out, as a musical instrument, but 
its virtuoso is admitted to the union 
for $52.50, as a pianist or guitar- 
strummer, but not as a bazookist. 

The union problem started in New 
York, where Jim Petrillo stuck up 
his nose at the bazooka, which came 
from Arkansas and didn’t sound like 
music in Flatbush, where there are 
no mountains and no strains except 
the howls of the proletarians rooting 
against the Giants, 

J. K. (Spike) Wallace, president of 
the local union, acted as interme- 
diary between the plumbers, steam- 
fitters and musicians. 

Technically Bob Burns is a musi- 
cian, but his bazooka is something 
that won't be recognized except 
when the plumbers and steamfitters 
hold their annual picnic and don’t 
care. 





MARRIAGES 


Edith E. Barnes to Edward P. 
Ehrlich in New York, March 5. 
Groom is manager of syndicated pro- 


grams in the NBC recording division; | 


bride is with the Ralph 
radio program office. 

Norma Dektor to Edward Heller, 
in Elkton, Md., March 1. He's a 
film and legit press agent; she’s non- 
pro. 

Sybil Garnette to Charles ‘Red’ 
Hall, March 10, in Buffalo. Bride’s 
a dancer; he’s nite club m.c. now in 
Army Air Corps. 

Fay Meriln to Harry Ahlberg, 
March 8, in Bridgeport. He’s a 
guitarist and composer; bride is a 
singer. 

Wilton Welch to June Quigley, in 
Yuma, Ariz., March 8. Bride is for- 
mer San _ Francisco newspaper- 
woman; he’s circulation manager of 
DAILY VARIETY. 

Ramona Gerhard, WCCO Minne- 
apolis organist, and Robert P. Sutton, 
the station’s script writer and assist- 
ant music librarian, were married at 
Mayo Memorial Chapel, Rochester, 


Edwards 


| Minn, 


BIRTHS 


Mr, and Mrs.. James Hathaway, 
son, March 3, in Los Angeles. Father 
heads Republic’s trailer department. 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard King, daugh- 
tef, in New York, March 6. Father 
is trumpeter with Shep Fields or- 
chestra. 

Mr. and Mrs. Willie Burns, daugh- 
ter, March 5, in Los Angeles. Father, 
writer with Burns and Allen air- 
show, is brother of George Burns. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reid Kilpatrick, son, 
March 6, in Los Angeles, Father is 
announcer at KHJ there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gamble, son, 
Feb. 15, at Sharon, Pa. Father is 
program director of WPIC, Sharon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reggie Callow, son, 
in Hollywood, March 5. Father is 
assistant director at Columbia Pix; 
mother was Peggy Watts of the 
Stage. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Hauser, 
daughter, Feb. 27, in Newton, Mass. 


| Father is studio supervisor in charge 
‘of engineers at WBZ, Boston. 
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Sponsor Bows To Comic 
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act fatigue and his Pacific Coast re- 
broadcast will be made by a record- 
ing instead of in person. Rebroad- 
cast has long vexed Benny who has 
felt it was both an added strain and 
an inferior performance due to a 
tendency of the cast to relax at the 
repeat. 

Benny agreed to stay on with 
Jell-O for another year only on the 
condition that General Foods, which 
distributes this product, will cede 
the camic current period on the 
NBC-red (Sunday 7-7:30 p.m.) to 
his next sponsor. 

As the result of this commitment, 
a General Foods executive ex-| 
plained Monday (10), Benny will) 
remain in this spot after the 1941- 
42 season regardless of whether the | 
Jell-O division elects to continue | 
with him. Jell-O division decided | 
last week that it wanted to carry 
on with Benny for just another 
year but Benny refused to consider 
this proposition until the product 
came through with the time con- 
cession. The Benny act’s salary for 
the coming year remains as _ is, 
$17,500 a week. 


Ends Dickering 

General Food’s decision to yield 
to the time-control proviso insisted 
upon by Benny as part of his new 
contract was transmitted late Sat- | 
urday night (8) in a telephone call 
from Young & Rubicam, agency on 
the Jell-O account, to the A & S 
Lyons office in Hollywood, which 
agents the comic. The break came 
at the end of a hectic week of lis- 
tening by the Lyons office to offers 
from other accounts and agencies. 
The Lyons office, however, did take 
the precaution of urging the inter- | 
ested agegcies not to start revamp- 
ing their clients’ budgets so as to 
take care of a Benny deal until 


| 


they had received a clear go ahead; 


from the agent. 

Ward Wheelock agency, it is re- 
ported, was so anxious to line up 
Benny for Campbell Soup that it 
got Amos 'n’ Andy to put in a word 
for it with Benny. Latter, it is said, 
was assured by the blackface comics 
that Ward Wheelock himself was a 
great guy to work for. Others that 


|General Foods that under the cir- | 


‘shows on CBS, namely, the Silver 


,by record over NBC’s Pacific blue 


i 


availability of 








looked into the 


| Benny were Lever Bros., Procter &| 


Gamble and the Maxwell House) 
Coffee division of General Foods. 
Jockeying that went on between | 
Benny, the client (General Foods) | 
and Young & Rubicam before he | 
signed up would have made an inter- 
esting theme for one of the comic’s 
scripts. CBS claimed that it had an 
account for him. and Benny advised 


cumstances he would have to accept 
the Sunday 7 p.m. spot on that net- 
work. Y&R congratulated itself on 
this turn of affairs, since the switch- 
over of Benny to CBS would indi- 
rectly do much to bolster the ratings 
of three other of its Sunday night 


Theatre, the Gulf-Guild show and 
the Lipton’s Tea-Helen Hayes pro- 
gram. 

General Foods countered with a 
statement that it wouldn't let Benny 
get away with this. It advised 
Benny that if he did go Columbia it 
would move ‘The Aldrich Family’ 
directly opposite him on the NBC- 
red (7-7:30 p.m.). “The Aldrich Fam- 
ily’ is now the second highest rating 
dramatic show on the air. Once) 
Benny and General Foods had ex- 





hausted their pawns the chess game 
was called off and the twosome got 
down to discussing concessions. 


Rebroadcast Concession 
Hollywood, March 11. 

In signing with Jello-O for another 
year, effective Oct. 
has also obtained the privilege of not 
having to make a Sunday night re- 
broadcast in person. The original | 
broadcast will be taken off the line 
on the west coast and rebroadcast 
link. Benny's regular out is the} 
NBC-red, but the NBC organization | 
refused to budge from its policy 
against using a transcription over the | 
Pacific red link. 

Benny takes a 15-week layoff after | 
his seasonal signing June 1. Tom 
Harrington, director of Y&R’s radio | 
department, who worked on the new 
contract amid spirited bidding by | 
other agencies, left today (Tuesday) | 
for Florida to resume his vacation. 








| 
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Inn, it would have been a terrific 
click. As it was, the operating unit 
and initial construction expense 
made it tough going. Since the heavy 
spenders have been conspicuous by 
their absence this year, Marden had 
to take it where it pained. There 
was some question too, as to the wis- 
dom of keeping Joe E. Lewis-Sophie 
Tucker, Harry Richman combine to- 
gether. To some extent they 
dimmed each other’s b.o.. Whether 
or not the Colonial Inn will reopen 
next year is prcblematical. Sources 
close to Marden say it may never 
open again. Marden won't comment. 


On the positive side of the ledge1 


the Royal Palm, after a late start. is 
feeling no pain. Since its opening 
five years ago it has been Miami's 
No. 1 spot, and the present outlook 


will continue under 
operating nut ain't 


would indicate it 
this billing. Its 


hay, either, but aside from a few 
minor losses, the gaming rooms have 
been carrying the burden quite 
easily. 


Latin Quarter’s Big Click 
Lew Walters, with his Latin Quar- 
ter, is another who has done very : 


right. This former Boston operator 
hasn't had a tired nite since he 
opened, and the ropes are still up 


early every evening. Monte Proser, 
Walter Batchelor, Bess Gaines, et al, 
likewise will keep their Beach- 
comber open until May. Biz has 
been good after a slow start. Another 
spot operated by this combine, the 
Pago-Pago room of the Dempsey- 
Vanderbilt hotel, has done so well it 
will remain open all summer. Sam 
and Joe Barken are still grinning 
as they turn ’em away at the Five 
O’Clock Club nightly and Ben 
Brooks’ Carrousel is still whirling 
without any noticeable letup, while 
Kitty Davis can’t even circulate in 
her own Airliner joint, it’s so 
crowded, 

On the Miami side of the bay, the 
local syndicate’s Esquire Club con- 
tinues to pack them in and will run | 
all summer. Joe Moss has just 
brought down Bert Frohman to 
headline the spring revue at his 
Mayfair Club, after Benny Davis 
gave it a boff teeoff, and Jimmie’s, 
Jeff's and all the other bush league 

istros report good biz. 

Another retreat not to be 


over- 


Miami Season Okay 


Continued from page 2 


‘in the presentations. 


'to be called 

















| looked is the Brook Club, which has 


enjoyed its best season. 

One factor contributing to the im- 
pression that a number of joints are 
folding or are on the verge, is the 
rapid turnover of acts. It’s getting 
so a two-week booking here is a 
career. Turns shuttle between clubs 
so fast, that the Royal Mounted Po- 
lice and a kennel of bloodhounds are 
required to keep track of them, 

A careful checkup, though, reveals 
that with all the wailing and scream- 
ing, this hasn’t been quite as nega- 
tive a season as beefs emanating 
from this locality would indicate. 








- | 
German Freemen | 
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the group, which is ‘determined no 
longer to leave propaganda for Ger- 
man culture to those who have cor- 
rupted it so long, but to place it in 
the hands of the 
who have proved they have the right 
to represent the Germany in 
word and letters before America and 
thus the world.’ 


men and women 


ae 
reali 


Membership drive is being con- 
ducted under the leadership of S 
Aufhaeuser. First performance is 
tentatively scheduled for some time 
in April. Leading German play- 
wrights, directors, actors and techni- 
cians now in the U. S. will cooperate 
Organization is 
in line with the group of German 
liberals formed last week, with U. S. 
Government approval, to combat 
Nazi propaganda and expose 
espionage in this country. 


Nazi | 





Viennese Benefit Concert 


Committee for the Preservation of 
Austrian Art and Culture in U. S. 
has set another benefit concert at 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., March 31, with 
65 members of the Philharmonic 
Symphony orchestra featured. It’s | 
‘Masters of Viennese | 
Music’ concert. 

Numerous name_ Austrian 
posers and stars, 
this country, 
services, 


com- 
currently living in 
are contributing their | 


| sold out at $4 top to $10,000, $1,000 


| Wolf as 


| About You.’ 
| Play.’ 
;menfs also), 


| Lyrics 


/undergrad talent 


HEADACHES PLENTIFUL 


FOR .BUFFALO RODEO. 


Buffalo, March 11. 

Dick Ryan’s Wild West Rodeo | 
C1O-sponsored, came in for jts share 
|of headaches over the past week- 
end. 

Starting with a fire that broke out 
in the Municipal Auditorium, locale 
of the rodeo, the show was further 
snagged yesterday (Monday) just 
prior to the opening when the audi- 
torium’s management refused to open 
the doors to spectators until] the CIO | 
sponsors posted a $350 denosit for the | 
opening performance and $5,000 bond | 
covering possible damage to the 
building. The waiting crowd then 
became unruly and when the doors | 
were finally opened many crashed 
the. gates for free admissions. 

Earlier the rodeo ran into trouble | 
with the Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals because the | 
show’s animals were forced to remain 
in the cold streets. allegedly, since 
Sunday, due to the show’s manage- 
ment’s ‘inability’ to find. stables. 
Auditorium authorities finally con- 


though contract prohibited any ani- 
mals in the hall except for perform- 
ances. 

The fire caused $1.000 damage and | 
equipment for the rodeo narrowly | 
escaped destruction. 











Bruno Walter 
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5, Jack Benny | what he was expected to do proved 


disappointing, as he continued to 


| mugé. Much of the music lay high 
Tito Schipa, returning to | gagements). 


for him. 
the company after a six year lapse, 
sang with a minimum of effort and | 


| seemed heartily bored with the pro- | 


ceedings. All the 
Mesdames Milanov, 
Sayao were adequate, 
sensational. 

Friday evening (7) 
kavalier’ again proved a managerial | 
headache with a $7,000 take, and a 
$5,000 loss. 

Saturday afternoon (8) ‘Alceste’ 
was the first of the broadcast operas 
to return a loss, with a $9,000 take 


women, the 
Novotna and 
but hardly | 


‘Der Rosen- | 


| and $3,000 Joss. 


Saturday evening (10) ‘Boheme’ | 


profit. 

Monday (10) ‘The Bartered Bride’ 
with Walter rolled up $14,000, $2,000 
profit. 











College Play — 


— (Continued from page 50 
being in the mood. Same 
applies to costumes of Joe Fretwell. 
Lads apparently loosened the purse 
strings in the eye-filling department 
and results justified this. 

Story, based on an idea by William 
H. Schubert. Jr., follows the pattern 
of the Canterbury Tales. Nine Yale 
bovs are en route to a coming-out 
party in Waterbury when their car 
collapses and they are forced to hoof | 
the remaining distance. To break the 














monotony of the trek, they take 
turns telling tales, each tale repre- 
senting a ge Thes inc lude a new 
version of ‘Amphitryon,’ a ballet on 
‘Penelope, a Connecticut house 
party, a collegiate version of ‘Pyg- 


c 


‘Prodigal Son’ skit in- 
ty, a takeoff on 


malion,’ a 
volving a patriotic dit 


the ‘Wooing of Roxanne,’ a ‘Dink 
Stover at Yale’ bit done in old-time 
vaude style, ‘The Pied Piper,’ song- 
and-dance novelty built around the 
playing of a clarinet; a burlesque on 
‘The Lorelei.’ Sketches are by John | 
W. Leggett, William H. Schubert, Jr., 
Max Wilk, John A. Kneubuhl and 
Richard G. Sheehan. 

Dances by Dean Goodelle run 
from ballet to rug- cutting eo show 
originality plus generally com- 


taging although several rou- 
g on too long. Songs as a 


petent s 
tines hang 


whole fill the bill but detection of hit 
possibilities is difficult due to 
cramped rendition via two pian 


only (manned by Franklin B. Young 
and Dudley P. Felton). Impressing, 
however, are ‘A Couple of Greeks,’ 
‘Knight in Shining Armor,’ ‘Hurry 
‘I Hear America Sing- | 
ing’ and ‘When You Hear the Piper 
Melodies are by Dudiey P. 
Franklin B. Young (arrange- 
Albert W. Selden, Rich- 
Brecker, Jack G. Eisenberg. | 
are by Samuel J. Wabstaff, 
Jr.. John W. Leggett and Richard G. 
Sheehan. 
Production 


Felton, 
ard L. 


flock of 
the way being led 
by John D. Fletcher, a how! in the 
femme impersonations of Galatea and 


uncovers a 


Lorelei. George G. Schreiber. Jr., 
features the ‘Penelope’ allet, 
|Edward L. German scores vocally | 
with ‘Knight in Shining Armor,’ and | 
| Philip Peck. Jr.. registers solo in 
songs and in the vaude team takeoff | 
with — W. Leggett. Claude 
Douthit, . delivers as Roxanne and 
William = ‘Cleary clicks in the ‘Pied 
Piper’ imber 


Direction by Burton G. Sheve 
was top-notc} Bone 


engagements), 


| Portland, 


|one company 


ithe last three 


| Lambert, our booking repres 


WHAT THEY THINK 


Some ‘Tobacco Road’ Statistics 
Philadelphia. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Having been the publicity repre- 
sentative on tour for ‘Tobacco Road’ 
for six seasons I was 
your account of the play in the cur- 
rent issue. There is a slight error in 
stating ‘most of the time two com- 
panies operating.’ Since the season 


; of 1935-1936 when Henry Hull headed 


one troupe and Charles Timblin the 
other, ‘Tobacco Road’ has had only 
one company on the road with the 
exception of last season when Tim- 


blin headed an organization for 10 | 


weeks, three weeks of one-nighters 


!and seven weeks in Boston. 


Taylor Holmes was the Jeeter the 
season of 1936-1937 and since then 
John Barton has played the part and 
will give his 1,412th portrayal of it 
when ‘Tobacco Road’ arrives at the 
Locust Street theatre, Philadelphia, 
March 24 for its eighth visit and its 
18th week in the city. The opening 


| night will be the 2,512th performance 
sented to allow the stabling of the | 


animals in the auditorium cellar. ale In the six seasons the play has 


given on tour, 


| been presented in 297 cities in 41 
| states with return engagements of 
| from one to seven times in 205 cities. 
|In the last 30 years no other stage 
|play has piled 
record. We played continuously 
from September, 1938, to May, 1940. 
Among our touring records are: 
| 19 weeks in Los Angeles (3 en- 
| gagements). 

17 weeks in Philadelphia (7 en- 
gagements). 

14 weeks in San Francisco (3 en- 


12 weeks in Boston 


| ments), 
11 weeks in St. Louis (7 engage- 
ments), 


(2 engage- 


9 weeks in Pittsburgh (7 
| ments), 

8 weeks each in Washington and | 
Cincinnati (7 engagements each). 

7 weeks each in Chicago, Cleve- 
land (6 engagements), Buffalo (7 
| engagements), Newark (6 engage- 
ments). 

6142 weeks in Columbus, Ohio (8 


engagements). 

6 weeks each in Detroit (2 engage- 
ments), Baltimore (6 engagements), 
Indianapolis (6 engagements). 

5 weeks in Milwaukee (5 eng 
ments). 

4 weeks each in 


age- 


Minneapolis (3 
Kansas City (5 en- 
gagements). 


3 weeks and one day in Louisville | 


(4 engagements). 


3 weeks in New Orleans, Atlantic 


City. 


Seattle, 
ng 


2 weeks each in Atlanta, 
Ore., Syracuse, 
New Haven (4 engagements 
mington (4 engagements), Ti 
port, Iowa (4 engagements), Madison, 
Wis. (4 engagements). 

5 times in Toledo, 4 times in Tulsa 
t 


3 times each in Wichita, Kas., and 
Des Moines, 2 times in Nashville, 
Tenr 
These are the highlights of tour: 

that have taken us from Savannah, | 
Ga., to Yakima, Wash., and from Bos- 
ton to San Diego, Cal We have 
found it an advantage to have only 


on tour as theatregoers 
in Coschocton,* O., or Hutchinson, 
Kas., see the same troupe that visits 
the larger cities. 

One of the many phenomena about 
‘Tobacco Roaq’ is its ability to in- 


crease its business on return engage- 
ments. We have br echoes four times, 
for instance, in such moderate-sized 
cities as Marion and Zanesville, O 
On our fourth v to A and 
Youngstown we played to standee 
at both matinee and night. Our fifth 
and xth easons have’ increased 
over our third and fourth and on 
recent visits to Pittsburgh, Baltimore 
and Washington we played to ca- 
pacity at every performance. For 


seasons we have used 
generally a $1.50 top. Six one-night 
stands, all returns and Toledo the 


fifth visit, played between Pittsburgh | 


and Washington yielded $21,683. 

John Barton is in his fourth season 
on tour while three other players, 
Dick Lee, Lillian Ardell and Walter 
Ayers are in their sixth seasons. 
Sara Perry, Sheila Brent and Eu- 
genia Wilson are in their third sea- 
sons, our newcomers this year being 
William Dorme, Walt Draper, Flor- 
ence Dunlap and William Robertson. 
Irving N. Becker, our company man- 
ager, is in his sixth season as is Clay- 
ton Bell, the electrician. 

To accomplish this record Richard 
entative, 


has sent us not only to such legiti- 

mate theatres as remain throughout 

the country but also to picture thea- 
1\ ne frat i Loriun 


interested in | 


up such a touring 


engage- 


Wil- | 


|college halls, schoolhouses and even 
in the ballroom of a hotel in Durham 
C. Thus far this season we have 
played 45 one-night stands between 
return visits to the key cities. 
Carlton Miles. 
Emily Walters Found 
Atlantic City. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

Read in the Feb. 19 issue the 
notice that E. K. Nadel was looking 
| for Emily Walters of the act of Vox 
;and Walters. I remembered the act 
| but that’s as far as it went until] I 
;came to Atlantic City to recuperate 
from the flu at the home of some 
friends. 

During the course of conversation 
these friends asked me whether I 
knew a Mrs, Patterson who was pre- 
viously Emily Walters. She is mar- 
ried and settled in Atlantic City. I 
naturally had my friends phone Miss 
Walters to inform her of the notice 
in VARIETY regarding some money 
that was coming to her. 

Eddie (Chaney and) Fox. 


RINGLING SPENDING 
1706 FOR COSTUMES 


| When the Ringling, Barnum and 
Bailey circus opens at Madison 
| Square Garden early next month it 
| will have an entirely new opening 
| pageant. Contract for costumes call- 
| ing for an expenditure of $170,000 
jhas been signed in Sarasota, Fla., 
_ between John Ringling North and 
| Brook Stroock, who represented the 
Brooks Costume Co. For a time 
| most of the costumes were made at 
Winter quarters, but only the final 
| work on the new duds will be done 
| there by a Brooks crew. 
North is modernizing the big top 
| in a number of ways, changes having 








been designed by Norman Bel 
|Geddes. Among his ideas to be used 


this season are removable chromium 
exteriors for the animal wagon cages. 
Major innovation by Geddes pertains 
to the tent. Plan calls for elimina- 


tion of poles, the canvas to be 
stretched between cantilever-like 
| Steel work at the ends and sides. 


Figured that the new system will 
| eventually be economical as a flock 
of razorbacks will be dispensed with. 
New tent plan would not become 
effective until next season. 

Ringling date at the Garden will 
|be around four weeks, opening be- 
tween April 6 and 8 and extending 
until May 3 


Circus Stranded Due 
| To Theft of Animals 


| Mexico City, March 11. 

| The Circo Padron, a small but 
popular circus that has toured Mex- 
ico for many seasons, is stranded in 
Irapuato, western railroad and indus- 
trial center, because all its best show 
animals, including performing bears, 


dogs, horses and monkeys, were 
stolen 
Mystery surrounds the robbery, 


wnicn 


was committed at night. The 






thieves used gas and drugs to cor- 
'ral the animals and dope their 
keepers. The stolen animals were 


the show’s principal attractions. 











Poulsen Killed i 


Continued from page 3 





Baker, the Harlem colored girl, who 
to Continental 
Paris and London, 
received the top pay on her first 
engagement there. It was $6,000 for 
one week. 

Of Poulsen’s 


migrated stardom in 


who reportedly 


cafe operations, in 


which he was partnered with the 
Italian, Stucco, last reported in- 
terned as an enemy alien, the Cafe 


de Paris was his best-known spot. 
| Among others of his niteries, at the 
time of his death or at varied in- 
' tervals, were the Cafe Anglais, the 
Embassy Club, the 400 Club, Kit Kat 
and Ciro’s, which he took over from 
Jack Harris, the American band- 
leader, who became repatriated re- 
cently after being in London for 
years. His cafe investments are said 
to have totaled over $1,000,000 be- 
fore the war. 

Frequenters of Poulsen’s Cafe de 
Paris were the Duke of Windsor. at 
the time he was Prince of Wales, 
and the Duke of Kent. 

Merle Oberon was 
the Cafe de Paris at the time she 
was given her first important film 
role in ‘The. Private Lives of Henry 
VIII,’ a British-made, 
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86 LARIETY Wednesday, March 12, 1941 


MARCH 21°" STARTS SPRING— Officially! soy; 
UNIVERSAL HELPS YOU START IT—Box-Officially! ¥5~ 


It’s the release date for a comedy-honey... 
that will rib-rouse the whole country... set 
ten million wives laughing and thinking about 
the gal whose husband “doubled” up on her! 
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HENRY STEPHENSON - S. Z. SAKALL+ NILS ASTHER 
_ SARAH PADDEN - DOROTHY TREE 


a Screenplay by Eddie Moran 
- Based on the novel by H. DeVere Stecpoole: 


Directed by ; a 7. 
EDWARD. Sond ~ LAWRENCE W. FOX, Jr. 
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